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The Purpose of Living in Story 
 

The Island of Misfit Toys 
 

The 1964 Christmas classic, Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer, is a story reminiscing of the year 
Christmas was almost cancelled due to a 
formidable snow storm and how one very 
unique reindeer saved the day. 
 
In this short story, conformity to social norms 
and expectations was celebrated, while 
differences, dysfunction, and brokenness was 
met with shame and rejection. A common 
response by those marginalized and ostracized was to either live in shame and hiding or to flee 
in search of a safe place. 
 
As Rudolph flees from the rejection he experiences, other 
characters throughout this story who feel unloved, 
unappreciated, or unaccepted are welcomed in this migrating 
community. While escaping the Abominable Snow Monster, 
this band of rejects crashes unexpectedly on the Island of Misfit 
Toys. This island is ruled by the winged lion, Moonracer, who 
provides a safe community for unloved and unwanted toys 
until they can be adopted into homes where they will be 
accepted and loved.  
 
In this story the cast of characters find their identity in their brokenness, differences, and 
dysfunction. However, the Story that God is telling is one of rescue and recovery. It’s a Story 
where Jesus meets us in our brokenness, sin, and dysfunction and gives us a new identity. God, 
Himself, adopts us into His family and loves us without condition, accepts us without 
requirement, forgives us without limit, favors us without merit, and serves us without reward. 
In this Story, while brokenness is not eliminated neither is it our identity. There is now a safe 
place for those marginalized or ostracized. There is an “island” where “misfits” are welcomed 
and accepted…the local church. 
 
 

KEY PASSAGE(S):  
Ephesians 2:11-22; 1 Corinthians 1:17-31 
 
“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself 
is our peace, who made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing 
the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the 
two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility.” (Ephesians 2:13-16) 

BASIC IDEAS: 
1. We exist in a much larger Story and 

need regular reminders to live in Story. 
2. The center of this Story is Jesus. 

3. What God began in Garden will 

culminate in Garden. 

4. The Vision and Mission of God is on 

display in the local church. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
The whole of the biblical Story expands on, explains, and explores God’s pursuit of His people 
for their joy and His glory. What begins in the Garden of Eden finds its ultimate fulfillment in 
the New Heavens and New Earth. The following chart seeks to explain the movement from 
Garden to Garden.  
 
Let’s briefly explore this Story from an aerial vantage 
point that allows us to see several major peaks within 
the mountain range of this narrative.  
 

 Genesis 1 and 2 is a description of the creation 
account, in which God creates man and woman 
and places them in a garden. The couple is 
commissioned with dominion of this garden 
paradise with the intent that it would 
eventually cover the entire globe and be 
populated with image-bearers who would know and 
experience God for their joy. 

 Genesis 3 describes how this plan goes horribly wrong as this couple rejects God in their 
own pursuit to be like God. It’s within this failure that God graciously provides a plan 
for rescue and recovery through the promise of a Hero who will crush the Serpent and 
save the day (i.e. Seed Promise). However, this Hero will save the day in the most unlikely 
way – through His death (i.e. Blood Picture). 

 Genesis 12 and 15 describe how God chooses one man as the means by which this rescue 
mission would be realized. The promises made to Abraham involved layers of great 
blessing in which the entire earth would ultimately benefit. 

 Deuteronomy 4-9 describe the nation that God made from Abraham and why they were 
chosen as representatives of God to all other nations. 

 Isaiah 42-53 further depict how this nation was meant to be a representative of God’s 
blessing to the nations, how they failed to fulfill that responsibility, and how God would 
ultimately accomplish this through his chosen Servant, Jesus. 

 Matthew 28 continues the mission of God through the church by making disciples from 
all nations who know and experience God for their joy. The entire New Covenant 
describes how this new people of God live in this grand Story as they await its 
culmination. 

 Revelation 5, 7, and 21 conclude how the Vision of God will one day be fully and finally 
realized as the people of God know and experience Him for their joy and His glory to the 
fullest.  

 
We find ourselves within this narrative between Matthew 28 and Revelation 21. Let’s explore a 
text which helps us see how we live within this Story as part of God’s Mission to fulfill His 
Vision. 

Garden in 
Eden

Tabernacle

Temple

JESUS

Church

New Heaven/ 
New Earth
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Text: Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

CONSIDERING THE CONTEXT 
 
In the reading of our text, the word therefore serves as a reminder not to read this passage in 
isolation of the whole. You are always encouraged to read and study the Scriptures within their 
context – where a passage fits within its immediate context of the literary work, where it fits 
within the historical narrative of the biblical cannon, and where it fits within the overarching 
Story of the biblical narrative. 
 
If we back up to the immediate context of Ephesians 2:1-10, we are exposed to the reality of our 
situation and the lengths God goes to rescue us from sin and death. In verse 1-3 we clearly come 
to grips with the gravity of our situation and must admit that we can’t. We can’t do anything to 
fix what is broken or save ourselves from sin and death. In verses 4-10 we see how God can 
remedy our hopeless situation, and ultimately, how Jesus did for us what we were incapable of 
doing for ourselves. In short, this is the gospel. 
 
If we back up to Ephesians 1:3-23, we see with greater clarity that this has been God’s plan all 
along. The flyover of the biblical Story previously highlighted is further expanded in this text as 
we see the purpose of God realized in securing for Himself worshipers who are the object of His 
great love and blessing. 
 

EXPLORING THE TEXT 
 
Twice in this passage the audience is encouraged to remember what life was like prior to the 
gospel. Who were they? What was life like? How did they feel? How were they treated? Consider 
the following descriptions of their lives and identity:  
 

 Gentiles (v.11) – the nations; clearly, not part of Israel 

 The uncircumcision (v.11) – circumcision was the personal, private mark of being 
included in God’s covenant  

 Separated from Christ (v.12) – not looking forward to the promised Messiah 

 Alienated from the commonwealth of Israel (v.12) – not included in the blessings 

 Strangers to the covenants of promise (v.12) – not caring about the covenant promises of 
God expressed to Abraham for all nations 

 Hopeless (v.12) – no concept of rescue 

 Godless (v.12) – no concept of YHWH; only impotent gods of their own making 
 
Basically, life before the gospel was hopeless. They were acutely aware of being on the outside 
looking in. They felt the weight of rejection and brokenness with no hope of rescue or recovery 
to something or someone better. So what changed?  
 
“But now in Christ Jesus…” (v.13). JESUS CHANGES EVERYTHING! 
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How has their identity changed because of the gospel? Who are they because of Christ? 
Followers of Jesus are no longer rejected, hopeless, helpless outcasts. They are now included 
rather than rejected; they are legal citizens rather than illegal 
aliens; they are welcome family members rather than 
unwelcome strangers; they are wanted and included rather 
than unwanted and excluded.  
 
The wall that once divided them from experiencing the joys 
and blessings of the covenant has been torn down. The reason 
for hostility has been removed. The cause for separation has 
been abolished forever. How is this possible?  
 
The text clearly indicates that this is secured by the blood of Christ (v.13). Jesus alone, through 
His substitutionary, sacrificial death accomplished this rescue and recovery. Jesus alone can 
draw all people to Himself (cf. John 3:14-15; 12:32; Luke 23:45).  
 
Jesus alone is our peace (v. 14). Jesus not only makes peace between hostile people groups (i.e. 
Jews and Gentiles), but also makes peace between God and mankind (v.16; cf. Romans 5:1-21). 
“Peace is the consequence of reconciliation and Jesus brings reconciliation.”1 Reconciliation 
assumes alienation and hostility, just as described in our text. Pause for a moment to consider, 
who exactly is the offended party? Is it not God who has been offended? And who is the one 
making reconciliation? Who is the one restoring peace, fellowship, and friendship to this 
relationship?  
 
Jesus does all the work of removing the barriers of hostility that separated man from man and 
man from God. Even the law of commandments leveraged against mankind to fortify this 
dividing wall has been completely abolished. The death of Jesus on the cross thoroughly 
accomplishes this reconciliation and removes all barriers by fulfilling every promise, prophecy, 
and picture contained in the Old Covenant. When Jesus said, “It is finished” (Jn. 19:30), the 
righteous requirements under the Old Covenant had been fully and forever satisfied – paid in 
full. 
 
Now, peace is possible. All people are brought near to God and one another. It is through Jesus 
alone that we experience access to the Father in one Spirit. This is celebratory in every way, yet 
the early church struggled with the practical implications of this peace and reconciliation. The 
plan of God from creation was to have one people who know and enjoy Him. However, it has 
been and “us versus them” mindset for centuries. Now such prejudices are swallowed up in the 
cross and the new mindset is “God with us.” This “us” is no longer exclusive, but inclusive.  
 
How exactly are two groups of people formerly intolerant of one another now going to function 
under this new reign of peace? Well, exactly how we would expect them to function – with 
difficulty, growing pains, and ongoing struggle. But hasn’t the wall been broken down? Hasn’t 
the reason for hostility been removed? Haven’t terms of peace been secured and reconciliation 
made? Why this ongoing tension? Old prejudices die hard. Former identities still feel intact. 
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Both groups must remember who they were before Jesus, before the gospel, in order to be 
reminded of their new identity found only in the person and work of Jesus. So, let’s consider the 
consequences of this peace and reconciliation that created one people of God called the church. 
 

CONSEQUENCES OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE 
 
On the front end of this text the audience was exhorted to remember who they were prior to the 
gospel in order to better appreciate the gravity of the peace secured by grace. They are now to 
wallow in and absorb the lavish riches they possess in their new identity. Consider how this 
particular text describes what both Jews and Gentiles now experience as the people of God: 
 

 Access in one Spirit to the Father (v.18) 

 Fellow citizens of a new country (v.19) 

 Members of the household of God – adopted into a new family (v.19) 

 Secure heritage, legacy, foundation – the apostles and prophets (Scriptures) (v.20) 

 Jesus is the cornerstone – the one holding the entire structure together (v.20-21) 

 Jesus is the center by which this entire structure grows/is built into a holy temple (v.21) 

 In Jesus, this structure is a people being built together into a dwelling place for God by 
the Spirit (v.22) 

 
No one could have seen this coming! How can a group of misfits and 
outcasts become part of the royal family and everyone is considered 
equal? How could this be God’s plan all along? Revisit the purpose of 
God that began in the Garden. God met with His people for their joy. 
Only in His presence do we experience this joy to the full (Ps. 16:11), and 
He has always provided a way for us to share in His presence. Whether 
it was walking with Adam and Eve in the Garden, meeting in the 
Tabernacle throughout the wilderness experience and early Canaan 
conquest, meeting at the Temple, or in showing up as Immanuel, God 
has always condescended to meet with humans for their joy. And now, 
God’s purpose and plan for His presence to be experienced and enjoyed 
is on full display in and through the church.  
 
If we continued to read into Ephesians 3 we would see the Apostle Paul “pull back the curtain” 
to show us a “behind the scenes” look at God’s mysterious plan. Even a cursory read of verses 
6-13 leaves us scratching our heads. Seriously? The church? The manifold wisdom of God is on 
display in and through the church? How can this band of misfits be the means by which the glory 
and beauty of the Godhead is revealed to this world? 
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CONCLUSION 
 
As humans, we would have never written the script this way. We would have chosen something 
resembling a heroic cast – the wise, the beautiful, the powerful, the noble, and the wealthy to be 
the means of fulfilling God’s plan and experiencing His presence. We would never choose weak 
or foolish things, low or despised things; in fact we don’t even like the transparency we find in 
passages like First Corinthians 1:17-31. We want to be the hero, or at the very least a fairly 
impressive sidekick. Somehow the Island of Misfit Toys doesn’t encourage us as impressive. 
And yet, it seems to be a more accurate description of the church. Only the gospel can 
accomplish this and only Jesus can get the glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Griffiths, Patrick. Christ Has Set Us Free: 9 Words Every Christian Should Know, p. 64. 

                                                           


