
ONE WAY LOVE  

CCCCHAPTER HAPTER HAPTER HAPTER 2222    ––––    HOWHOWHOWHOW    IIII    ALMOSTALMOSTALMOSTALMOST    KILLEDKILLEDKILLEDKILLED    MYMYMYMY    MOTHERMOTHERMOTHERMOTHER    

1.1 KKKKEY EY EY EY IIIIDEADEADEADEA  

 

“God loves you unconditionally, as you are and not as you should be, because nobody is as they should 

be.” [p. 44] 

 

“The Gospel only sounds good to a heart that knows it is bad.  For people who think they’re good, 

grace is frustrating.  For people who know they’re not, grace is freeing.” [p. 47] 

 

“In fact, the definition of human nature – of original sin – that I’d like to use in this book is simply that 

we are all people who are addicted to control.  The sad irony of our lives is that our desire to be in 

control almost always ends up controlling us.” [p. 54] 

 

1.21.21.21.2 KKKKEY EY EY EY WWWWORDSORDSORDSORDS    [WRITE DOWN ANY COMMENTS, THOUGHTS, FIRST IMPRESSIONS, DEFINITIONS]    

 

Ethical Behaviorism [p. 50] ______________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

External Righteousness [p. 54] ___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1.31.31.31.3 KKKKEY EY EY EY PPPPASSAGEASSAGEASSAGEASSAGE    

 

Luke 15:11  And He said, "A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the 

estate that falls to me.' So he divided his wealth between them. 13 "And not many days later, the younger son gathered 

everything together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his estate with loose living. 14 

"Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began to be impoverished. 15 "So he 

went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 "And he 

would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to him. 17 

"But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying 

here with hunger! 18 'I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your 

sight; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men."' 20 "So he got up and came to his 

father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and 

kissed him. 21 "And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.' 22 "But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his 

hand and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was 

dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.' And they began to celebrate. 25 "Now his older son was in 

the field, and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 "And he summoned one of the 

servants and began inquiring what these things could be. 27 "And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father 

has killed the fattened calf because he has received him back safe and sound.' 28 "But he became angry and was not willing 

to go in; and his father came out and began pleading with him. 29 "But he answered and said to his father, 'Look! For so many 

years I have been serving you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young 

goat, so that I might celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth with 

prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.' 31 "And he said to him, 'Son, you have always been with me, and all that is 

mine is yours. 32 'But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost 

and has been found.'" (NAS95) 



    

By asking for his inheritance early what was he wanting to happen?_____________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Which of the two sons was more righteous?________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does the father picture God?   Why?__________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________    

1.41.41.41.4 SSSSMALL MALL MALL MALL GGGGROUP ROUP ROUP ROUP DDDDISCUSSIONISCUSSIONISCUSSIONISCUSSION    

 

Tullian poses the question, “Do you resent God’s generosity?”  It appears God gives grace to 

underserving people like thieves, whores, and murderers.  What are your thoughts concerning this?  

Can God ever be overly generous? [p. 41] __________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why as parents do we find Tullian’s illustration as sensibly repugnant? How does this so 

counterintuitive for parenting?  [p. 43] ____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How does Tullian define “bad?” [pp. 47-49].________________________________________________ 

 

Steve Brown observes, “Children will run from law, and they’ll run from grace.  The ones who run from 

law never come back.  But the ones who run from grace always come back.  Grace draws its own back 

home.” [p. 57]  Please comment._________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.51.51.51.5 OOOOPEN PEN PEN PEN SSSSHAREHAREHAREHARE    

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 


