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2 
God is Eternal 

 
Have you ever wondered what was before God?  I remember wondering this as a small 
child.  As far back as I could go in thinking about the eternal past, God would be there.  I 
often wondered what was before God.  The answer is God!  There was never a time when 
God was not.  God is without origin.  Nothing begat God . . . nothing!  This is a truth that 
cannot be fully grasped by finite minds.  It is here where the life-in-Himself attribute and 
the idea of eternality logically blend. 
 
Everything we know has sequence and is controlled by time and space.  Timeless 
existence has never been experienced by anything created.  Everything is confined by the 
idea of time.  “Time passes, time flies, and time is up,” but with God such notions do not 
exist.  On this idea, C.S. Lewis offers this thought:  
 

Almost certainly God is not in Time.  His life does not consist of moments 
following one another.  Every other moment from the beginning of the world – is 
always the Present for Him.  God has no history.  He is too completely and utterly 
real to have one.27 

 
A leading theologian, Emery Bancroft, stated God’s eternality in the following manner:   
 

God’s nature is without beginning or end, is free from all succession of time, and 
contains in itself the cause of time.  God is not in time.  Although there is logical 
succession in God’s thoughts, there is no chronological succession.28   

 
God is the cause or author of time, and His existence cannot be measured by time.  “Time 
is the duration of the creature.”29 He is above all temporal limitations and is without 
beginning or ending.  He is neither controlled nor affected by time.  The past, present, 
and future of His existence is possessed in one undivided present.  Think about this; 
there is no past or future with God, only an eternal present.  Time is created and 
creaturely.  God is outside of the time, space, mass realm.  Yet God is not bound by time, 
space, or mass.   
 

God is not limited in time, nor is He limited in space. In God's immanence He fills 
space, but He is not spatial. Only material things exist in space and time, and God 
is not material. “God is a spirit” (John 4:24). As spiritual, God is not material or 
spatial. It is part of God's transcendence that He is beyond both time and space.30 
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He can and does break into creation for the creature.  “God’s eternity extends backward 
to infinity and forward to infinity.”31   
 
The Scriptural basis supporting this fundamental idea can be seen when comparing 
Genesis 1:1 with John 1:1-3. 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Gen. 1:1) 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.   2 He was 

in the beginning with God.   3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him 
nothing came into being that has come into being. (John 1:1-3) 

 
John’s intent is to show how Jesus is the Creator God described in Genesis 1:1.  
Throughout biblical revelation, the existence of God is an assumed truth.  He who is from 
and in the beginning is the same spoken of in John 1:1-3.  Jesus Christ is eternal.  His 
existence is not only independent of all outside matter but His existence has always been 
and will forever be.  The Psalms also speak of God’s eternality.  Psalm 90 speaks of God 
preceding creation and of being “from everlasting to everlasting.” 
 

1 Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.  2 Before the mountains were born or 
You gave birth to the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. (Ps. 
90:1, 2) 

 
From eternity past, into the immediate present, and reaching beyond eternity future, God 
has been, is, and will forever be.  When compared to man’s mortal origin, God “abides 
forever” (Ps. 102:11, 12). 
 

It is indeed a high and holy mystery to contemplate that God existed before He 
created anything. Time dwells within God. He causes, affects, and controls it, and 
yet does so without time exerting any control or hold on Him. Everything about 
God is “always” and “I Am”. No hour glass can be turned over for the Creator of 
time, for He is not subject to time!32 

 
What does His eternality mean for us?   
 

• First, He is a witness to our covenants (Gen. 21:33 [vv. 27-34]). 
 

Abraham planted a tamarisk tree at Beersheba, and there he called on the name of the Lord, the 

Everlasting God. (Gen. 21:33) 

 
When Abraham cut the covenant with Abimelech, why did he invoke the name of God? 
What “covenants” have you cut where God is your witness? Abraham found himself 
among liars and thieves. Who is God in comparison to humanity? God is the one absolute 
and He is eternally trustworthy. 
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• Second, He is always there to assist us in our uncertainty and loss (Deut. 33:27 [cf. 
vv. 26-29]). 

 
The eternal God is a dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms; And He drove out 
the enemy from before you, and said, “‘Destroy!” (Deut. 33:27) 

 
Deuteronomy 33:1 and 34:5 give the context for this truth. Psalm 90:1 couples with 
Deuteronomy 33:27. What consequences/assurances does Israel have because of God’s 

eternality? God will never leave us alone.  He is always present, guarding and guiding.  
His help stands alongside the most desperate condition.  He is there doing battle in our 
behalf.  He is our eternal advocate and unchanging ally (1 John 2:1, 2).   
 

• Third, His throne/rule is everlasting (Pss. 45:1-9; 93:1-5).   
 

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 
(Ps. 45:6) 
 
Your throne is established from of old; You are from everlasting. (Ps. 93:2) 

 
How does the Psalmist describe God? List those attributes. Why note the eternality of 
God? 
 
O, what joy is ours, knowing there is a God who sits on a throne is forever the same.  No 
one and nothing outside of Him can alter who He is and how He rules over all the nations.  
He is never overthrown (Ps. 93:2).    
 

• Fourth, God’s eternality makes Him an unchanging dwelling place (Ps. 90:1-6).   
 

1 Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.  2 Before the mountains were born or 
You gave birth to the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. (Ps. 
90:1, 2) 

 
When we read Psalm 90:1-6, what impression does the author want us to have? As His 
people, we are never without a refuge.  God is always acting as our eternal resting place.  
No matter what our circumstances might be telling us, God has not abandoned us.  He is 
our eternal shelter in the time of storm.  There is always a place to which we can turn to 
find protection and warmth (John 14:1-3).  We will never be turned away.  His greeting 
is warm and His embrace is confirming.  He is the sigh of unimaginable relief.  He is our 
eternal dwelling place. 
 

• Fifth, God is our present companion in living out His mission in fulfilling His 
vision (Matt. 28:18-20; John 14:18-24; 2 Tim. 4:17).   

 
. . . teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 

end of the age. (Matt. 28:20 [compare with Luke 24:44-51) 
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As they are going in fulfilling His purposes for the world, the God who is accompanies 
them. Notice the context for John 14, especially note verse 18.  
 

But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation might be 
fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was rescued out of the lion's mouth. 
(2 Tim. 4:116-18) 

 
Paul in going suffered much, yet he found comfort in knowing the Lord stood with him. 
In going, God is with us. 
 
God is always watching over us; and all that He has created.  There is never a moment 
when God is not attentive to the smallest detail and mundane moment.  Right now, at 
this very moment, God is fully aware of our joy and our sorrow.  He has not forgotten us.  
He knows everything about us.  He is Emmanuel, God with us. 
 

• Sixth, an eternal God gives eternal life (Luke 10:25; 16:9; 18:18, 30).  
 
And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” (Luke 10:25) 
 
A ruler questioned Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 
18:18) 
 
who will not receive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal life. (Luke 
18:30) 

 
Only an eternal God who is self-existing can give to finite, terminal beings life everlasting. 
Whatever He gives, He must be present to sustain. 
 

• Seventh, an eternal God exists in eternity (Luke 16:9). 
 
“And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by means of the wealth of unrighteousness, so that 
when it fails, they will receive you into the eternal dwellings.” (Luke 16:9) 

 
Who He is exists throughout time and timelessness.  
 
No matter what our present heartache might be, there is never a moment when God 
ceases to give us His undivided attention.  Because He is eternal, He is enough.  May this 
cause us to find rest in the midst of our storm. 
 


