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WHY THE STUDY?
•Our knowledge of God is always in the 
context of our life and all of its ebb 
and flow.

•Such knowledge is neither static nor 
sterile.

•Look at our Church’s Prayer List. Does 
what we believe about God matter?

The Incommunicable / Greatness

Who He is in Relation to Himself

The Communicable / Goodness

Who He is in Relation to Others

Self-Existing Love

Eternal Mercy

Unchanging Good

Perfect Wise

Omnipotent Truthful

Omniscient Righteous

Omnipresent Transcendence Just

Infinite Sovereign

THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD
Intrinsic not Imputed

Exist in the Divine Essence

Manifest the Divine Essence

Within the Entire Godhead

Permanent Qualities

More than the Sum Total

SELF-EXISTING
•“God exists of himself, that is to say, not 
from another or of another or by another 
or by reason of another.”

ETERNALITY
•God’s nature is without beginning or end, 
is free from all succession of time, and 
contains in itself the cause of time.  God is 
not in time.  Although there is logical 
succession in God’s thoughts, there is no 
chronological succession.  

• Emery H. Bancroft, Christian Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan 
Publishing House, 1976), 78.
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TIME AND GOD
•In relation to Himself, God is 
outside the affects of time.

•In relation to His creation, God 
interacts within time although 
unaffected by time.

“He cannot change for the better,

For He is already perfect.

And being perfect, 

He cannot change for the worse.”
A.W. Pink, The Attributes of God

UNCHANGING
•“God is perpetually the same: 
subject to no change in His being, 
attributes, or determinations.  
Therefore God is compared to a 
rock (Deut. 32:4, etc.) which 
remains immovable, . . . 

UNCHANGING
•. . . when the entire ocean 
surrounding it is continually in a 
fluctuating state; even so, though all 
creatures are subject to change, 
God is immutable.  

UNCHANGING
•Because God has no beginning and 
no ending, He can know no 
change.”
• The Best of Arthur W. Pink: in one handy volume (Grand Rapids: Baker Book 

House, 1978), 139.

HUH?
•1 Sam. 15:11 "I regret that I have made Saul 
king, for he has turned back from following Me 
and has not carried out My commands." And 
Samuel was distressed and cried out to the LORD 
all night.

•1 Sam. 15:29 "Also the Glory of Israel will not lie 
or change His mind; for He is not a man that He 
should change His mind."
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DOES GOD 
CHANGE?

IT IS WRITTEN
•Luke 2:23; 3:4; 4:4, 8, 10, 17; 7:27; 
10:26; 18:31; 19:46; 20:17; 21:22; 
22:37; 24:44, 46.

•How does “it is written” establish or 
inform God’s immutability?

UNCHANGING
•First, God is unchanging in His 
purpose and plan.  
•The exact phrase “I, the LORD, have 
spoken it” occurs 13 times in the Old 
Testament and all are in Ezekiel.  

UNCHANGING
•Notice also the phrase, “As I live” (Ezek. 
5:11; 14:16, 18, 20; 16:48; 17:16, 19; 18:3; 
20:3, 31, 33; 33:11, 27; 34:8; 35:6, 11) and 
the occurrence of the phrase, “Thus says 
the LORD” in one-hundred and twenty-six 
verses. The formula solidifies the 
inevitable nature of what is spoken.

UNCHANGING
•Second, He is unchanging in His 
promises (Num. 23:19 [cf. vv. 17-
24]). 

•Third, He is unchanging in His 
person (Mal. 3:5, 6; Heb. 13:8; 
James 1:17). 

CONSEQUENCE

•First, God is 
predictable.  

•Second, God is 
dependable.  

•Luke 8:22-25



 

Does God Change His Mind? 
October 19, 2000, Revised April 20, 2015 

 Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
Question: 
 
If God is forever unchanging, and to change would make Him not God.  How do we justify 
the seeming 'change' when He took upon Himself the sins of the world at the cross? 
 
Answer: 
 
Let us begin by noting the idea of God changing, and then tackle the question asked. 
 
There are two primary doctrinal thoughts asked by Amos.  DOES GOD REPENT or CAN 
GOD CHANGE HIS MIND?  Amos 7:3, 6 states that the LORD repented.  There are two sets 
of Scripture needing address. First, God does not, nor can He, change or repent. 
 

• Numbers 23:19 
19 “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent; Has He said, 
and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? 

 

• 1 Sam. 15:29 
29 Also the Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man that He should 
change His mind.” 

 

• Malachi 3:6 
6 “For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed. 

 

• Romans 11:29 
29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 

 

• Hebrews 13:8 
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 

• James 1:17 
17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. 

 
In all of these verses, it is apparent that God does not change in His essence or basic nature.  
God never alters or adjusts who He is.  In addition, God in His plans or decrees never wavers.  
The plan of God is sure.  We can be confident that what He has spoken and willed happens.  
We are assured of this because of whom God is. 
 
  



 

However, there is also another side to the discussion.  Second, God does repent or change His 
mind. 
 

• Genesis 6:6, 7 
6 The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His 

heart. 7 The LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the 

land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I 

have made them.”  
 

• 1 Sam. 15:11, 35 
11 “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me and has 

not carried out My commands.” And Samuel was distressed and cried out to the LORD all 

night. . . . 35 Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death; for Samuel grieved 

over Saul. And the LORD regretted that He had made Saul king over Israel. 

 

• Jere. 18:8, 10; 26:3; 42:10 
8 if that nation against which I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent concerning the 

calamity I planned to bring on it. . . .  10 if it does evil in My sight by not obeying My 

voice, then I will think better of the good with which I had promised to bless it.  

 
3 Perhaps they will listen and everyone will turn from his evil way, that I may repent of 

the calamity which I am planning to do to them because of the evil of their deeds.’ 

 
10 ‘If you will indeed stay in this land, then I will build you up and not tear you down, and 

I will plant you and not uproot you; for I will relent concerning the calamity that I have 

inflicted on you. 

 

• Amos 7:3, 6 
3 The LORD changed His mind about this. “It shall not be,” said the LORD. . . .6 The LORD 

changed His mind about this. “This too shall not be,” said the Lord GOD. 

 

• Jonah 3:9 
9 Who knows, God may turn and relent and withdraw His burning anger so that we will 

not perish.” 

 

• Zechariah 8:14 
14 “For thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Just as I purposed to do harm to you when your 

fathers provoked Me to wrath,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘and I have not relented, 
 
How do we harmonize these two Scriptural truths?  First, to repent simply means, "to change 
one's mind."  I believe the NIV translates the thought in this way.  Does changing one's mind 
presuppose or constitute evil?  Typically, we think of repentance as being from evil.  However, 
to repent simply means, "to change one's mind."  In the area of salvation, it means, "to change 
one's mind about sin and God."  However, context determines meaning.  In addition, there is 
nothing within the context of these verses to suggest that God is turning from MORAL EVIL.   
 



 

The question we must ask ourselves is, "is it evil to alter one's course of action?"  Perhaps the 
issue is that of decrees versus dealings.  God never changes in His ultimate plan or goal. Yet 
may alter the process whereby He achieves that goal based on the actions of individuals.  God 
"repenting" has everything to do with methods and nothing to do with ultimate design.  God’s 
repentance is based on what is foreknown. 
 
Perhaps another question is, “HOW DOES GOD'S IMMUTABLE DECREE/PLAN DIFFER 
FROM FATALISM?”  Consider the following chart as a means of explaining this apparent 
dilemma. 
 

DIVINE DETERMINISM FATALISM 

Has meaning and purpose 
(Rom. 8:28; Eph. 1:1-12) 

Has no ultimate meaning or purpose  

Supremely personal and reasonable  
(Ps. 139) 

Impersonal and groundless 

Active  
(Dan. 4:35; Jere. 18:1-4) 

Passive (Que sera, sera!) 

Fills the future with hope 
(1 Thess. 5:24) 

Makes the future risky and uncertain 

 
Therefore, we see how God's plan and character are inseparable.  He cannot change. He might 
change the method or in His dealings with us, but the ultimate goal, that which He is striving 
after will never ever change.  Our future is as sure as the character of God. 
 
 



The Repentance of God  

March 30, 1987 http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-repentance-of-god  
(Some Biblical text was added to this document for the Gloria Class) 

Twice the Bible says that God repented for something he had done in the past  
(Genesis 6:6-7 and 1 Samuel 15:11),  
 

• 6 The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 The LORD 
said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping 
things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.”  (Gen. 6:6-7)  
 

• 11 “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me and has not carried out 
My commands.” And Samuel was distressed and cried out to the LORD all night. 

 
and at least eleven times it says he repented or would repent of something he was about to do 
in the future (Exodus 32:12-14; 2 Samuel 24:16; 1 Chronicles 21:15; Psalm 106:45; Jeremiah 4:28; 
18:8; 26:3, 13, 19; 42:10; Joel 2:13-14; Amos 7:3, 6; Jonah 3:9-10; 4:2).  
 

• 12 Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, ‘With evil intent He brought them out to kill them in the 
mountains and to destroy them from the face of the earth’? Turn from Your burning anger and change 
Your mind about doing harm to Your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants to 
whom You swore by Yourself, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the 
heavens, and all this land of which I have spoken I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it 
forever.’” 14 So the LORD changed His mind about the harm which He said He would do to His people. 
(Exodus 32:12-14) 
 

• 16 When the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD relented from the 
calamity and said to the angel who destroyed the people, “It is enough! Now relax your hand!” And the 
angel of the LORD was by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. (2 Samuel 24:16) 

 

• 15 And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was about to destroy it, the LORD saw and 
was sorry over the calamity, and said to the destroying angel, “It is enough; now relax your hand.” And 
the angel of the LORD was standing by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. (1 Chronicles 21:15) 

 

• 45 And He remembered His covenant for their sake, and relented according to the greatness of His 
lovingkindness. (Psalm 106:45) 
 

• 28 “For this the earth shall mourn And the heavens above be dark, Because I have spoken, I have 
purposed, And I will not change My mind, nor will I turn from it.” (Jeremiah 4:28) 
 

• 8 if that nation against which I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent concerning the calamity I 
planned to bring on it. (Jeremiah 18:8) 

 

• 3 Perhaps they will listen and everyone will turn from his evil way, that I may repent of the calamity which 
I am planning to do to them because of the evil of their deeds.’ . . . 13 Now therefore amend your ways and 
your deeds and obey the voice of the LORD your God; and the LORD will change His mind about the 
misfortune which He has pronounced against you. . . . 19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him 
to death? Did he not fear the LORD and entreat the favor of the LORD, and the LORD changed His mind 
about the misfortune which He had pronounced against them? But we are committing a great evil against 
ourselves.” (Jeremiah 26:3, 13, 19) 



 

• 10 ‘If you will indeed stay in this land, then I will build you up and not tear you down, and I will plant you 
and not uproot you; for I will relent concerning the calamity that I have inflicted on you. (Jeremiah 42:10) 

 

• 13 And rend your heart and not your garments. Now return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and 
compassionate, Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness and relenting of evil. 14 Who knows whether 
He will not turn and relent and leave a blessing behind Him, even a grain offering and a drink offering 
For the LORD your God? (Joel 2:13-14) 
 

• 3 The LORD changed His mind about this. “It shall not be,” said the LORD. (Amos 7:3) 
 

• 6 The LORD changed His mind about this. “This too shall not be,” said the Lord GOD. (Amos 7:6) 
 

• 9 “Who knows, God may turn and relent and withdraw His burning anger so that we will not perish.”  
10 When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then God relented concerning the 
calamity which He had declared He would bring upon them. And He did not do it. (Jonah 3:9-10) 
 

• 2 He prayed to the LORD and said, “Please LORD, was not this what I said while I was still in my own country? 
Therefore in order to forestall this I fled to Tarshish, for I knew that You are a gracious and compassionate 
God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity. (Jonah 4:2) 

 

Nevertheless, the Bible also says that God will not repent. For example, Psalm 110:4 says,  

• The Lord has sworn; he will not repent: “You are a priest forever, after the order of 
Melchizedek.”  

And Ezekiel 24:14 says,  

• I, the Lord, have spoken; it shall come to pass, I will do it, I will not go back, I will not 
spare, I will not repent; according to your ways and your doings I will judge you, says the 
Lord God.” (See Jeremiah 4:27-28.)  

o 27 For thus says the LORD, “The whole land shall be a desolation, Yet I will not execute a complete 
destruction.  28 “For this the earth shall mourn and the heavens above be dark, Because I have 
spoken, I have purposed, and I will not change My mind, nor will I turn from it.” (Jeremiah 4:27-
28) 

But even more important than these are the texts that say God would be like a man if he 
repented. In other words, God’s freedom from a need to repent is based on his deity. Being God 
means that he cannot repent.  

• Numbers 23:19 — God is not a man that he should lie, or a son of man that he should 
repent.  

• 1 Samuel 15:29 — The Glory of Israel will not lie or repent; for he is not a man, that he 
should repent.  

This last text comes in the very same story where it says God repented that he had made Saul 
king (1 Samuel 15:11, 35).  



• 11 “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me and has not carried out 
My commands.” And Samuel was distressed and cried out to the LORD all night. . . 35 Samuel did not see 
Saul again until the day of his death; for Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD regretted that He had 
made Saul king over Israel. 

So we must not think that these two views come from different authors of the Old Testament 
who disagree with each other.  

Rather, we should probably say that there is a sense in which God does repent, and there is a 
sense in which he does not. First Samuel 15:29 and Numbers 23:19 are intended to keep us from 
seeing the repentance of God in a way that would put him in the limited category of a man.  

God’s repentance is not like man’s. I take that to mean that God is not taken off guard by 
unexpected turns of events like we are. He knows all the future. (“Behold, the former things 
have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them,” Isaiah 
42:9). Nor does God ever sin. So his repentance is not owing to lack of foresight nor to folly.  

Rather, the repentance of God is his expression of a different attitude and action about 
something past or future—not because events have taken him off guard, but because events 
make the expression of a different attitude more fitting now than it would have been earlier. 
God’s mind “changes,” not because it responds to unforeseen circumstances, but because he has 
ordained that his mind accord with the way he himself orders the changing events of the world.  

Resting in the reliability of God,  

Pastor John  

John Piper (@JohnPiper) is founder and teacher of desiringGod.org and chancellor of Bethlehem College 
& Seminary. For 33 years, he served as pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. He 
is author of more than 50 books. 

© 2015 Desiring God Foundation. Distribution Guidelines 

 


