
61 

 

Appendix B 

Jesus is The Son of God / The Son of Man 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

February 5, 2015 

 

Luke seeks to show with certainty (1:4) that Jesus is the SON OF GOD. His compilation of 

material has the expressed purpose of proofing Jesus is the SON OF GOD.  

 

Before moving into the material, how are we to understand the idea of “son”? Throughout 

Luke’s Gospel son speaks of descendant, of offspring. A son or daughter is one who carries the 

qualities or characteristics of the parent. There are benefits assigned to the son, the offspring. 

Jesus is the Son of God / Son of Man. He is an offspring, a descendant. He carries the 

characteristics of His kind. Jesus is both God and Man. He has the nature of both. 

 

Let us keep this in mind as we consider Luke’s use of the term Son of God / Son of Man. 

 

The angel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear Him who is the Son of God. 

 
• 31 “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 32 He will 

be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His 

father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.” . . .  
35 The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.” (Luke 

1:31-33, 35) 

 

John the Baptist is the prophet of the Most High (Luke 1:76). 

 
• “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; For you will go on BEFORE THE LORD TO 

PREPARE HIS WAYS;” (Luke 1:76) 

 

To the shepherds, the angel of the Lord identifies the birth of Jesus as “a Savior, who is Christ 

the Lord.” 

 
• for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11) 

 

It is the question being asked of John the Baptist as to whether or not he is the Christ (Luke 3:15). 

 
• 15 Now while the people were in a state of expectation and all were wondering in their hearts about John, 

as to whether he was the Christ, 16 John answered and said to them all, “As for me, I baptize you with 

water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Luke 4:15, 16) 

 

His genealogy traces Him all the way back to the Son of God. 
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• the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. (Luke 3:38) 

 

The Devil challenged His claim to being the Son of God. 

 
• And the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” (Luke 4:3) 

 

• And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, "If You 

are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here; (Luke 4:9) 

  

His audience identified Him with, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” (Luke 4:22). The questioned source 

and origin. 

 
• And all were speaking well of Him, and wondering at the gracious words which were falling from His lips; 

and they were saying, “Is this not Joseph's son?” (Luke 4:22) 

 

The demons know who He is (Luke 4:34) and identify Him as the Son of God (Luke 4:41).  

 
• Demons also were coming out of many, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But rebuking them, He would 

not allow them to speak, because they knew Him to be the Christ. (Luke 4:41) 

 

This is the question on the lips of the Pharisees and Scribes (Luke 5:21). 

 
• The scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? Who 

can forgive sins, but God alone?” (Luke 5:21) 

 

This is the question John asks of Jesus in Luke 7:19, 20. Remember, John is already in prison 

when he asks the question (Luke 3:20). 

 
• 19 Summoning two of his disciples, John sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are You the Expected One, or do 

we look for someone else?” 20 When the men came to Him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, 

to ask, ‘Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else?’” (Luke 7:19, 20) 

 

It is the same question confronting His disciples when He shows Himself to be Lord of the 

elements (Luke 8:25). 

 
• And He said to them, “Where is your faith?” They were fearful and amazed, saying to one another, “Who 

then is this, that He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey Him?” (Luke 8:25) 

 

He asks His disciples directly the question and Peter’s response is emphatic (Luke 9:20). 

 
• 18 And it happened that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him, and He questioned them, 

saying, “Who do the people say that I am?”  19 They answered and said, “John the Baptist, and others say 

Elijah; but others, that one of the prophets of old has risen again.” 20 And He said to them, “But who do 

you say that I am?” And Peter answered and said, “The Christ of God.” (Luke 9:18-20) 
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When the Chief Priests and Scribes challenge His authority, it is a question of source and origin 

(Luke 20:1, 2). 

 
• 1 On one of the days while He was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel, the chief 

priests and the scribes with the elders confronted Him, 2 and they spoke, saying to Him, “Tell us by what 

authority You are doing these things, or who is the one who gave You this authority?” (Luke 20:1, 2) 

 

The idea of His origin is throughout Luke’s account. Here we see it again in His conversation 

with the Scribes in Luke 20. 

 
• 39 Some of the scribes answered and said, “Teacher, You have spoken well.” 40 For they did not have courage 

to question Him any longer about anything. 41 Then He said to them, “How is it that they say the Christ is 

David's son? 42 For David himself says in the book of Psalms, ''THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT 

MY RIGHT HAND, 43 UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET."' 44 Therefore 

David calls Him ‘Lord,’ and how is He his son?” (Luke 20:39-44) 

 

This idea will not resurface until His crucifixion in Luke 22:70. He is still being asked, “Are you 

the Son of God?” In light of all He has said and done His answer is direct and final, “Yes, I am.” 

 
• 66 When it was day, the Council of elders of the people assembled, both chief priests and scribes, and they 

led Him away to their council chamber, saying 67 “If You are the Christ, tell us.” But He said to them, “If I 

tell you, you will not believe; 68 and if I ask a question, you will not answer. 69 But from now on THE SON 

OF MAN WILL BE SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND of the power OF GOD.” 70 And they all said, “Are 

You the Son of God, then?” And He said to them, “Yes, I am.” (Luke 22:66-70) 

 

This is the same question asked by Satan in chapter 4. 

 

The barrage against Him is relentless and the question lingers. Jesus fully manifested Himself 

to be the Messiah. Because of their hardness of heart, they refused His invitation.  

 
• 34 But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast 

lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 35 And the people stood by, looking on. And even the 

rulers were sneering at Him, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, 

His Chosen One.” (Luke 23:34, 35) 

 

The Devil casts doubt leading to denial. Yet, in the swell of unbelief there is a statement of 

confirmation and belief by none other than a Roman Centurion (Luke 23:47). 

 
• Now when the centurion saw what had happened, he began praising God, saying, “Certainly this man was 

innocent.” (Luke 23:47) 

 

o See also Matthew 27:54  
Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the 

earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, “Truly this was 

the Son of God!” 
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After our Lord’s resurrection, He draws near to two travelers on their way to Emmaus. The same 

question is being asked (Luke 24:21). 
 

• But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third 

day since these things happened. (Luke 24:21) 

 

Jesus assures them that He is THE ONE (Luke 24:25-27). 
 

• 25 And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 

Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 Then beginning 

with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the 

Scriptures. (Luke 24:25-27) 

 

The Old Testament text speaks to this idea and Jesus is the confirmation of all previous 

prophecies. 
 

Remember, Luke’s intent in writing is so that Theophilus “might know the exact truth about the 

things [he] has been taught” (Luke 1:4). Luke accomplished what he set out to do. 
 

We can add to this the phrase, “Son of Man.” Although there are many theological implications 

by our Lord using this title for Himself, we can at least see it as a working synonym for “Son 

of God.” No one who is only possessed a human nature could do what Jesus did. 
 

The title “Son of Man” occurs throughout the Old Testament. Its highest concentration is within 

the Book of Ezekiel [94 times].1 Many align the New Testament use of the title from the Book of 

Daniel [occurring twice, Dan. 7:13; 8:17].  
 

“Daniel 7:13 is the only OT text where this phrase describes a heavenly figure nearly equivalent 

to God in power and authority; in later Jewish apocalyptic literature, the "Son of Man" is a figure 

of divine judgment.”2 
 

In the New Testament, it occurs almost exclusively in the four Gospels [Matthew, 34 times; 

Mark, 16 times; Luke, 28 times; and John, 14 times]. It does occur once in Ephesians, 2 

Thessalonians, Hebrews, twice in Revelation and three times in Acts. 

 

The use of Son of Man in Luke’s Gospel assign to the bearer of the title divine right. Listen to the 

following verses and see if this individual is simply human. 
 

The Son of Man forgives sin 
 

• The scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? Who 

can forgive sins, but God alone?” (Luke 5:21) 
 

• “But, so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,” --He said to the 

paralytic—“I say to you, get up, and pick up your stretcher and go home.” (Luke 5:24) 
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Luke 7:48, 49 picks up the same them. 

 
• 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins have been forgiven.” 49 Those who were reclining at the table with Him 

began to say to themselves, “Who is this man who even forgives sins?” (Luke 7:48, 49) 

 

The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath 

 
• And He was saying to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” (Luke 6:5) 

 

The Son of Man is the friend of tax collectors and sinners 

 
• “The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, 

a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’” (Luke 7:34) 

 

The Son of Man is the standard for future glory or future shame 

 
• Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for 

the sake of the Son of Man. (Luke 6:22) 

 

• 22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and 

scribes, and be killed and be raised up on the third day.” . . .  26 “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My 

words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father 

and of the holy angels.” (Luke 9:22, 26) 

 

• 8 “And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man will confess him also before 

the angels of God;” . . . 10 “And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven 

him; but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him.” (Luke 12:8, 10) 

 

The Son of Man redeems sinners 

 

• saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests 

and scribes, and be killed and be raised up on the third day.” (Luke 9:22) 

 

•  “Let these words sink into your ears; for the Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands 

of men.” (Luke 9:44) 

 

• 56 “for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them.” And they went 

on to another village. . . . 58 And Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the air 

have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” (Luke 9:56, 58) 

 

• Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all 

things which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished.” 

(Luke 18:31) 

 

•  “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10) 
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•  “For just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man be to this generation.” (Luke 

11:30) 

 

•  “For indeed, the Son of Man is going as it has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is 

betrayed!” (Luke 22:22) 

 

• But Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” (Luke 22:48) 

 

•  “saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the 

third day rise again.” (Luke 24:7) 

 

The Son of Man is coming again 

 

•  “You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect.” (Luke 12:40) 

 

• 22 And He said to the disciples, “The days will come when you will long to see one of the days of the Son 

of Man, and you will not see it.” . . .  24 For just like the lightning, when it flashes out of one part of the sky, 

shines to the other part of the sky, so will the Son of Man be in His day. . . . 26 And just as it happened in 

the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: (Luke 17:22, 24, 26) 

 

• “It will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed.” (Luke 17:30) 

 

• “I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will 

He find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8) 

 

• “Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN A CLOUD with power and great glory.” (Luke 

21:27) 

 

• “But keep on the alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are 

about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:36) 

 

• “But from now on THE SON OF MAN WILL BE SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND of the power OF 

GOD.” (Luke 22:69) 

 

The collective evidence offered by Luke is Jesus is the Son of God / the Son of Man. His 

resurrection from the grave is God’s exclamation point to this overpowering declaration. 

1 God routinely addresses Ezekiel as "son of man" (that is, "mortal"), and so reminds him that he and his people are small 

and fragile. Their only hope of survival is in God. http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-

dictionary/ezekiel-theology-of.html  
2 http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Christological_Titles.htm  

                                                           


