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Gnosticism . Montanism . Persecution

 

 

The Roman Empire at 117AD

 



 

DIVINE PROVIDENCE

• “Universal” Peace [relative safety]

• Extensive Road System

• For the first 300 years, Christianity 
filled the reaches of the Roman 
Empire.

  

ECCLESIA | CHURCH in the NT
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THE ‘BUILDING’
•A church, church building or church house is a 
building used for Christian worship services and 
other Christian religious activities. The earliest 
identified Christian church is a house church 
founded between 233 and 256. 

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_(building)

 

THE ‘BUILDING’
•In the second half of the 3rd century AD, the first 
purpose-built halls for Christian worship (aula 

ecclesiae) began to be constructed. Although 
many of these were destroyed early in the next 
century during the Diocletianic Persecution. Even 
larger and more elaborate churches began to 
appear during the reign of the Emperor 
Constantine the Great.

 

THE ‘BUILDING’
•From the 11th through the 14th centuries, there 
was a wave of church construction in Western 
Europe. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_(building)

 



Acts 2:42 They were continually devoting themselves 

1. to the apostles' teaching and 

2. to fellowship, 

3. to the breaking of bread and 

4. to prayer.
[Should a Church seek to be more than this?]

 

• What would constitute a church?

• Is it simply the gathering of God’s 
people?

• Or are there identifying elements 
verifying a church?

• Does a church need to be formalized in 
its Structure and Mission?

 

“BECOMING”
Weeper Hearer Kneeler

 

The early church and

LEGALISM
 

What’s The Problem?

•Work’s Righteousness

•The Structure of Paul’s Letters

•Galatians | Colossians | 1 John 

•Understanding the LAW

•Understanding the NT imperative
  

THEOLOGY OF SUFFERING

John 17:14

Acts 14:22

1 Thess. 3:3

2 Tim. 3:12
[Handout - Persecution Timeline]

 

“By 313, just two contenders remained, 

Constantine and Licinius. The two jointly 

issued the Edict of Milan, which made 

Christianity a legal religion and officially 

ended the persecution. But, it was not 

until 324 that Constantine finally became 

the sole ruler of the Roman Empire.” 
https://www.uwyo.edu/uw/news/2015/02/uw-religion-today-how-constantine-created-the-christian-church.html

 



THEOLOGICAL
threats within the church

 

Gnosticism Montanism Donatist

1st and 2nd Cent.

4th Cent.2nd Cent.

 

GNOSTICISM
“The Rise of Concealed Knowledge 

and the Super Saint”

1st and 2nd Century AD
 

GNOSTICISM
Takes Away from Biblical Christianity

Is NOT Christian

[Handout - Apostles’ Creed]

 

MONTANISM
“The Rise of Revealed Knowledge 

and the Super Saint”

2nd Century AD
 

MONTANISM
Adds to Biblical Christianity

Is a Hybrid of Christianity

 

In addition to prophetic enthusiasm, 

Montanism taught a legalistic moral 

rigorism. The time of fasting was 

lengthened, followers were forbidden to 

flee from martyrdom, marriage was 

discouraged, and second marriages were 

prohibited. https://www.britannica.com/topic/Montanism

 

DONATISM
The Rise of the Restrictors

["Under the hot Numidian sun, nothing was forgiven or forgotten.“] 

 



DONATIST
• Donatism was a sect of early 

Christianity which emerged in 
Carthage, North Africa during the 4th 

century AD, existing until the 6th 
century.

 

DONATUS
• He is reported to have come from 

Casae Nigrae in Numidia, southwest of 
Carthage. 

• https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/literature-and-arts/language-and-linguistics-biographies/donatus

 

 

• Donatism was a controversy that arose 
within the Orthodox Church during the 
early fourth century. The controversy 
resulted in a schism that later was 
condemned as a heresy. The 
controversy was largely an issue with 
actions of an ascetic, extremist sect in 
the western Church, confined mostly to 
the Roman province of Africa. 

 

• The controversy centered on a single 
issue arising out of the persecutions of 
the early fourth century. That was how 
should those who lapsed during the 
persecutions be accepted back into the 
Church, especially lapsed clergy. 
Doctrine was not involved. 

 

The Question of 

Perseverance
Is perseverance measurable?

What does it mean “to 
believe”?

 

The Question of 

Penance
Is penance measurable?
What does it mean “to 

repent”?

 



Penance
Have you done enough to “atone’ 

for your failure and have you 
done enough to merit God’s 

forgiving grace?
How is this measurable?

 

What Do

You THINK?
 

The Church’s Story . .  .  

.  .  .  is OUR Story
 

 

 


