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CHURCH HISTORY 

Lesson 2: Early Christianity  

Gnosticism, Montanism, Persecution 

 

Handout 1 

House [oikos] in the Book of Acts 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

 

Oikos occurs 23 times in the Book of Acts 

 
 Ac 2:2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and 

it filled all the house where they were sitting. 

 

 Ac 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 

from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, {from...: 

or, at home} 

 

 Ac 5:42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and 

preach Jesus Christ. 

 

 Ac 8:3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling 

men and women committed them to prison. 

 

 Acts 12:12 And when he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John 

who was also called Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 

 

 Ac 16:15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye 

have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And 

she constrained us. 

 Ac 16:31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 

thy house. 

 Ac 16:34 And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and 

rejoiced, believing in God with all his house. 

 

 Ac 18:8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his 

house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. 
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 Ac 20:20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed 

you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house, 

 

 Ac 21:8  And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto 

Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the 

seven; and abode with him. 
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CHURCH HISTORY 

Lesson 2: Early Christianity  

Gnosticism, Montanism, Persecution 

 

Handout 2 

 

From the KJV [SOFTWARE issue only ;-)]. Notice the times the words church and house are coupled 

together. 

 

 Ac 8:3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men 

and women committed them to prison. 

 Ac 11:26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a 

whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the 

disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. {with...: or, in the church} 

 Ac 12:5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church 

unto God for him. {prayer...: or, instant and earnest prayer was made} 

 Ac 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as 

Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had 

been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. {which...: or, Herod's foster brother} 

 Ac 14:23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with 

fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 

 Ac 14:27 And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all 

that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 

 Ac 15:3 And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and 

Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the 

brethren. 

Ecclesia | Church in the NT 
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 Ac 15:4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and of the 

apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them. 

 Ac 15:22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of 

their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and 

Silas, chief men among the brethren: 

 Ac 15:41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches. 

 Ac 16:5 And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number daily. 

 Ac 18:22 And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up, and saluted the church, he went 

down to Antioch. 

 Ac 20:17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. 

 Ro 16:1  I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at 

Cenchrea: 

 Ro 16:5 Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Salute my wellbeloved Epaenetus, who 

is the firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ. 

 1Co 1:2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 

called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both 

theirs and ours: 

 1Co 4:17 For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in 

the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every 

where in every church. 

 1Co 6:4 If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are 

least esteemed in the church. 

 1Co 7:17 But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him 

walk. And so ordain I in all churches. 

 1Co 10:32 Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: 

{Gentiles: Gr. Greeks} 

 1Co 11:16 But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the 

churches of God. 

 1Co 11:18 For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions 

among you; and I partly believe it. {divisions: or, schisms} 

 1Co 11:22 What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, 

and shame them that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you 

not. {have not: or, are poor?} 

 1Co 12:28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly 

teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 

{diversities: or, kinds} 

 1Co 14:4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth 

edifieth the church. 

 1Co 14:5  I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he 

that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may 

receive edifying. 
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 1Co 14:12 Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to 

the edifying of the church. {of spiritual gifts: Gr. of spirits} 

 1Co 14:19 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my 

voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 

 1Co 14:23 If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with 

tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye 

are mad? 

 1Co 14:28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak 

to himself, and to God. 

 1Co 14:33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. 

{confusion: Gr. tumult, or, unquietness} 

 1Co 14:34 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to 

speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. 

 1Co 14:35 And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame 

for women to speak in the church. 

 1Co 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I 

persecuted the church of God. 

 1Co 16:1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of 

Galatia, even so do ye. 

 1Co 16:19 The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with 

the church that is in their house. 

 2Co 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the 

church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia: 

 2Co 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of 

Macedonia; 

 2Co 8:18 And we have sent with him the brother, whose praise is in the gospel throughout all 

the churches; 

 2Co 8:19 And not that only, but who was also chosen of the churches to travel with us with this 

grace, which is administered by us to the glory of the same Lord, and declaration of your ready 

mind: {grace: or, gift} 

 2Co 8:23 Whether any do enquire of Titus, he is my partner and fellowhelper concerning you: 

or our brethren be enquired of, they are the messengers of the churches, and the glory of 

Christ. 

 2Co 8:24 Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the churches, the proof of your love, and of 

our boasting on your behalf. 

 2Co 11:8 I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you service. 

 2Co 11:28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of 

all the churches. 

 2Co 12:13 For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, except it be that I myself 

was not burdensome to you? forgive me this wrong. 

 Ga 1:2 And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia: 

 Ga 1:22 And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in Christ: 
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 Php 4:15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed 

from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye 

only. 

 Col 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from 

the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. {in...: or, among all} 

 Col 1:24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the 

afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: 

 Col 4:15 Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in his 

house. 

 Col 4:16 And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the 

Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 

 1Th 1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God 

the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 2Th 1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

 2Th 1:4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in 

all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure: 

 1Ti 3:5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church 

of God?) 

 1Ti 3:15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the 

house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. {ground: 

or, stay} 

 1Ti 5:16 If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not 

the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed. 

 2Ti 4:22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen. <<The second 

[epistle unto Timotheus, ordained the first bishop of the church of the Ephesians, was written 

from Rome, when Paul was brought before Nero the second time.]>> 

 Tit 3:15 All that are with me salute thee. Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace be with you 

all. Amen. <<It was written to Titus, ordained the first bishop of the church of the Cretians, from 

Nicopolis of Macedonia.>> 

 Phm 1:2 And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy 

house: 

 Heb 2:12 Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing 

praise unto thee. 

 Heb 12:23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, 

and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, {written: or, enrolled} 

 Jas 5:14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over 

him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 

 3Jo 1:6 Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward 

on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well: {after...: Gr. worthy of God} 
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 3Jo 1:9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among 

them, receiveth us not. 

 3Jo 1:10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us 

with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, 

and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church. 

 Re 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him 

which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his 

throne; 

 Re 1:11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a 

book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, 

and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto 

Laodicea. 

 Re 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven 

golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven 

candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches. 

 Re 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the 

seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 

 Re 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 

overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 

 Re 2:8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the 

last, which was dead, and is alive; 

 Re 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that 

overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. 

 Re 2:12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the 

sharp sword with two edges; 

 Re 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 

overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the 

stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

 Re 2:18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, 

who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 

 Re 2:23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he 

which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your 

works. 

 Re 2:29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

 Re 3:1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the 

seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou 

livest, and art dead. 

 Re 3:6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

 Re 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he 

that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, 

and no man openeth; 

 Re 3:13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
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 Re 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, 

the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; {of the Laodiceans: or, in 

Laodicea} 

 Re 3:22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

 Re 22:16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the 

root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 
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https://www.pinterest.com/pin/bible--705376360378835773/ 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

the holy Christian | Global Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

CONTRASTS BETWEEN THE TWO 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED GNOSTICISM 

Ties the Old and New Testaments together as a single 

Story. 

Rejects the Old Testament. 

God creates all things outside of Himself. God is apart from creation. Matter is evil. Thus, God could 

not have created the world. A “different” lesser God 

created. 

“Head” language. Christianity is truth based. “Heart” language; romanticizes the “Christian” life. 

This is what needs to be known. This is Christianity. 

Specific points; stated. 

GNOSITICISM is a HIDDEN knowledge. Always emphasizing 

what is unknown and unknowable. 

Subjective points; dynamic. 

The knowledge is wide and accessible. The knowledge is narrow and inaccessible. 

Jesus saves. Knowing | knowledge saves. The [Sophia] wisdom. 

Humanity needs saving and cannot save itself. It needs to 

be forgiven. 

Humanity saves itself by recovering the divine spark 

implanted by the “sophia.” 

Believes the Holy Spirit works in and through the Holy 

Christian Church for theological formation and Christian 

Discipleship. 

A rejection of the Spirit working in tandem to and through 

the Holy Christian Church. 

Finality and Authority rests in the individual impression, 

not in the collective community. 

Driven by propositional [what is true or false] statements. 

Works to understand the Word properly handled. 

Driven by impression and feeling. Seeks after the 

“experience” 

A future outside the believing but of which the believing 

are a part of. 

Heaven or kingdom resides in the individual. It is not 

something outside of the individual. 
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The distribution of this article is for educational purposes only. The use of the article does not require 

the distributor to agree on its content. It is only made available to educate the recipient. Should you 

have any questions as to its content, please feel free to ask the distributor. 

[Penance] 

Lent: weepers, hearers, kneelers, standers 

February 25, 2020 techdecisions  
https://soul-candy.info/2020/02/lent-weepers-hearers-kneelers-standers/ 
https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/sackcloth-and-ashes 

“To some non-Catholics Christians, the traditional pentitential practices of the Church 
(especially those of Lent) are unbiblical—traditions of men that are at best unnecessary and at 
worst seek to replace or add to Christ’s sacrifice with human works. 

Yet penance has been part of the true religion since before the time of Christ, as shown by the 
Old Testament’s injunctions concerning fasting, wearing sackcloth, and sitting in dust and 
ashes. And they have been part of the Christian Church since its earliest days. 

Penances can be formal or informal, but they amount to the same thing: expressions before 
God of sorrow over one’s sins, which is not only required by God but also by human nature; 
human beings have an innate need to mourn tragedies, and our sins are tragedies. 

In ancient formal penitential discipline, there were four classes of penitents who had 
committed major sins (e.g., idolatry, murder, abortion, adultery), and they moved through the 
classes on their way to full reconciliation. 

(Ed. there was a wonderful ancient tradition I was made aware of where, during the Easter vigil, the 
bishop would lead the penitents, thenceforth, banned from full communion due to their sin, being led by 
the hand by the bishop back into the Church. Lovely.) 

Weepers were not allowed in the church but stayed outside and asked those going in to pray 
for them. Hearers stood inside church doors and heard the liturgy of the word but were 
dismissed, like the catechumens, before the liturgy of the Eucharist. Kneelers knelt or lay 
down in church and participated with the Church in specific prayers for them before being 
blessed by the bishop and dismissed prior to the Eucharist. Standers sat in the congregation 
and stayed for the liturgy of the Eucharist but did not receive Communion. 

As these following selections show, the Church Fathers had a lively understanding of the role 
of penance in the Christian life (cf. Matt. 6:16-18, Mark 2:18-20, Acts 13:2-3, Jas. 4:8-10), an 
understanding we would do well to recover as we progress through this Lenten season: 
weeping for our sins, hearing the voice of God calling us back to communion with Him, 
kneeling in His presence with true contrition, and standing attentively as we ponder the 
lessons of His word. 
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THE DIDACHE 

Before the baptism, let the one baptizing and the one to be baptized fast, as also any others 
who are able. Command the one who is to be baptized to fast beforehand for one or two 
days…[After becoming a Christian] do not let your fasts be with the hypocrites. They fast on 
Monday and Thursday, but you shall fast on Wednesday and Friday (Didache 7:1, 8:1 
[A.D.70]). 

POPE CLEMENT I 

You [Corinthians], therefore, who laid the foundation of the rebellion [in your church], submit 
to the presbyters and be chastened to repentance, bending your knees in a spirit of humility 
(Letter to the Corinthians 57 [A.D. 80]). 

HERMAS 

[The old woman told me:] “Every prayer should be accompanied with humility: fast, therefore, 
and you will obtain from the Lord what you beg.” I fasted therefore for one day (The Shepherd 
1:3:10 [A.D. 80]). 

IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH 

For as many as are of God and of Jesus Christ are also with the bishop. And as many as shall, 
in the exercise of penance, return into the unity of the Church, these, too, shall belong to God, 
that they may live according to Jesus Christ (Letter to the Philadelphians 3 [A.D. 110]). 

POLYCARP 

Wherefore, forsaking the vanity of many, and their false doctrines, let us return to the word 
which has been handed down to us from the beginning; staying awake in prayer, and 
persevering in fasting; beseeching in our supplications the all-seeing God “not to lead us into 
temptation,” as the Lord has said: “The spirit truly is willing, but the flesh is weak” [Matt. 
26:41] (Letter to the Philippians 7 [A.D. 135]). 

JUSTIN MARTYR 

I will also relate the manner in which we dedicated ourselves to God when we had been made 
new through Christ; lest, if we omit this, we seem to be unfair in the explanation we are 
making. As many as are persuaded and believe that what we teach and say is true, and 
undertake to be able to live accordingly, are instructed to pray and to entreat God with fasting, 
for the remission of their sins that are past, we are praying and fasting with them. Then they 
are brought by us to where there is water, and are regenerated in the same manner in which 
we were ourselves regenerated. For, in the name of God, the Father and Lord of the universe, 
and of our Savior Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, they then receive the washing with 
water. For Christ also said, “Except ye be born again, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven” (First Apology 61 [A.D. 151]). 



 

27 

IRENAEUS 

Some consider themselves bound to fast one day [during Lent], others two days, others still 
more, while others [do so during] forty; the diurnal and the nocturnal hours they measure out 
together as their [fasting] day. And this variety among the observers [of the fasts] had not its 
origin in our time, but long before in that of our predecessors (Letter to Pope Victor [A.D. 
190]). 

TERTULLIAN 

Confession is a discipline for man’s prostration and humiliation…It commands one to lie in 
sackcloth and ashes, to cover the body with mourning, to cast the spirit down in sorrow, to 
exchange the sins which have been committed for a demeanor of sorrow; to take no food or 
drink except what is plain, not, of course, for the sake of the stomach, but for the sake of the 
soul; and most of all, to feed prayers on fasting; to groan, to weep and wail day and night to 
the Lord your God; to bow before the presbyters, to kneel before God’s refuge places [altars], 
and to beseech all the brethren for the embassy of their own supplication (Repentance 9:3-5 
[A.D. 203]). 

ORIGEN 

There is also a seventh, albeit hard and laborious [method of forgiveness] – the remission of 
sins through penance, when the sinner washes his pillow in tears, when his tears are day and 
night his nourishment, and when he does not shrink from declaring his sin to a priest of the 
Lord (Homilies on Leviticus 2:4 [A.D. 248]). 

CYPRIAN 

Sinners may do penance for a set time, and according to the rules of discipline come to public 
confession, and by imposition of the hand of the bishop and clergy receive the right of 
communion (Letters 9:2). 

GREGORY THAUMATURGUS 

Weeping is done outside the gate of the oratory, and the sinner standing there ought to 
implore the faithful, as they enter, to pray for him. Hearing is in the narthex inside the gate, 
where the sinner ought to stand while the catechumens are there, and afterward he should 
depart. For let him hear the Scriptures and the teachings…and then be cast out and not be 
reckoned as worthy of [the penitential] prayer. Submission allows one to stand within the gate 
of the temple, but he must go out with the catechumens. Assembly allows one to be associated 
with the faithful, without the necessity of going out with the catechumens. Last of all is 
participation in the consecrated elements (Canonical Letter, canon 11 [A.D. 256]). 
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EUSEBIUS OF CAESAREA 

[The Emperor Philip,] being a Christian desired, on the day of the last paschal vigil, to share 
with the multitude in the prayers of the Church, but that he was not permitted to enter, by him 
who then presided, until he had made confession and had numbered himself among those 
who were reckoned as transgressors and who occupied the place of penance. For if he had not 
done this, he would never have been received by him, on account of the many crimes which he 
had committed. It is said that he obeyed readily, manifesting in his conduct a genuine and 
pious fear of God (Church History 6:34 [A.D. 312]). 

COUNCIL OF NICAEA I 

It is decided by the council, even though they [those who apostatized without coercion during 
the persecution of Licinius] are unworthy of mercy, to treat them, nevertheless, with kindness. 
Those, then, who are truly repentant shall, as already baptized [people], spend three years 
among the hearers, and seven years among the kneelers, and for two years they shall 
participate with the people in prayers, but without taking part in the offering (canon 11 [A.D. 
325]). 

JEROME 

If the serpent, the devil, bites someone secretly, he infects that person with the venom of sin. 
And if the one who has been bitten keeps silence and does not do penance, and does not want 
to confess his wound…then his brother and his master, who have the word [of absolution] that 
will cure him, cannot very well assist him (Commentary on Ecclesiastes 10:11 [A.D. 388]). 

BASIL THE GREAT 

Let him who has [committed incest]…[a]fter coming to an awareness of that dread sin, let him 
be a weeper for three years, standing at the door of the houses of prayer and begging the 
people entering there for the purpose of praying to offer in sympathy for him, each one, 
earnest petitions to the Lord. After this, let him be admitted for another three years among the 
hearers only; and when he has heard the Scriptures and the teachings, let him be put out and 
not be deemed worthy of the prayer. Then, if he has sought it with tears and has cast himself 
down before the Lord with a contrite heart and with great humility, let him be given 
admission for another three years. And thus, when he has exhibited fruits worthy of 
repentance, let him be admitted in the tenth year to the prayer of the faithful without 
communion. And when he has assembled for two years in prayer with the faithful, then let 
him finally be deemed worthy of the communion of the good (Letters 217:75 [A.D. 367]).” 

 

  



 

29 

https://veneremurcernui.wordpress.com/2013/03/15/the-weepers-the-hearers-the-standers-and-the-kneelers/ 

By the time of the Council of Nicea in AD 325, there were prolongued preparatory periods of 
catachumens seeking baptism in place, to prove their interest in the Church was more than just 
a passing fancy.  And if they happened to lapse back into serious sin, the penances were 
amazingly harsh. 

First, there were four classes of penitent, generally.  They were thus: 

1. The “weepers,” people who had committed such grave sins as adultery or heresy were 
required to spend years outside the church every Sunday, literally in sack-cloth and 
ashes, forbidden by the porters to enter and begging the faithful to pray for them. 

2. The “hearers,” people who had either committed lesser sins or who had already spent 
years as weepers, who were confined to the vestibule and forced to leave Mass with the 
catachumens after the Mass of the Catachumens (the Liturgy of the Word in the Novus 
Ordo) were over.  People often spent years as hearers for a single grievous sin! 

3. The “kneelers,” who also may have spent time as weepers and/or hearers.  These were 
allowed in the nave but had to kneel throughout the Mass of the catachumens while the 
other faithful stood (that was the practice back then).  Some had to prostrate themselves 
flat on the ground for the duration. 

4. The “standers,” who stood with the faithful, and could remain throughout Mass, but 
could not receive the Blessed Sacrament. 

Amazing, isn’t it!  Who earned these punishments?  Well, for one, those who fell away during 
the persecutions!  Canon 11 of the Council of Nicea stated that those who apostasized, 
or burned some incense for the emperor during the persecution of Licnius, for instance, 
without compulsion of confiscation of proprety or grave danger to their bodies, had to spend 3 
years as hearers and seven as kneelers!  For apostasy during a heavy persecution!  Yikes! I 
think I’m glad the Church isn’t quite so severe anymore!  But it shows how gravely they took 
sin!  Because sin is the very, very worst thing in the universe!  It is the only thing that cuts us 
off from God and denies us that salvific Grace! 
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