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THE PROBLEM OF EVIL 

Augustine of Hippo was the first to develop the theodicy. He rejected the idea that evil exists in 

itself, instead regarding it as a corruption of goodness, caused by humanity's abuse of free will. 

Augustine believed in the existence of a physical Hell as a punishment for sin, but argued that 

those who choose to accept the salvation of Jesus Christ will go to Heaven.1 

“Augustine proposed that evil could not exist within God, nor be created by God, and is instead 

a by-product of God's creativity. He rejected the notion that evil exists in itself, proposing instead 

that it is a privation of (or falling away from) good, and a corruption of nature. He wrote that 

"evil has no positive nature; but the loss of good has received the name 'evil.'" Both moral and 

natural evil occurs, Augustine argued, owing to an evil use of free will, which could be traced 

back to Adam and Eve's original sin. He believed that this evil will, present in the human soul, 

was a corruption of the will given to humans by God, making suffering a just punishment for 

the sin of humans. Because Augustine believed that all of humanity was "seminally present in 

the loins of Adam", he argued that all of humanity inherited Adam's sin and his just punishment. 

However, in spite of his belief that free will can be turned to evil, Augustine maintained that it 

is vital for humans to have free will, because they could not live well without it. He argued that 

evil could come from humans because, although humans contained no evil, they were also not 

perfectly good and hence could be corrupted.”2  

“What type of theodicy is Augustine's theodicy? Augustine's soul-deciding theodicy. 
“Augustine believed that all humans were created perfect and that they were given free will. 
However, humans use that free will to turn away from God and chose to sin. God foretold that 
this fall would happen and therefore sent his son, Jesus Christ, so that humanity may be 
reconciled with God. Augustine’s theodicy bases the origin of evil and suffering on humanity 
and takes that responsibility away from God. In his document on faith, hope and love called The 
Enchiridion, Augustine stated that the definition of evil is the ‘privation of good.’ (3:11) This 
means that evil does not exist in the same way that good exists, but rather that evil is the absence 

of good. Evil does not have to exist in order for good to exist. There does not need to be an 
opposite. This doctrine allows for God to exist as an omnibenevolent being. This is because God 
is not responsible for creating evil, as evil itself as an entity does not exist.”3 

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustinian_theodicy  
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustinian_theodicy 
3 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw77cj6/revision/3  

                                                           


