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Edict of Milan adopted 313 A.D.
When we, Constantine Augustus and Licinius

Augustus, met so happily at Milan, and considered 

together all that concerned the interest and security 

of the State, we decided ... to grant to Christians and 

to everybody the free power to follow the religion of 

their choice, in order that all that is divine in the 

heavens may be favorable and propitious towards all 

who are placed under our authority.

 

Edict of Thessalonica 380 A.D.

EMPERORS GRATIAN, VALENTINIAN AND THEODOSIUS AUGUSTI. EDICT 
TO THE PEOPLE OF CONSTANTINOPLE.
It is our desire that all the various nations which are subject to our Clemency and 
Moderation, should continue to profess that religion which was delivered to the 
Romans by the divine Apostle Peter, as it has been preserved by faithful tradition, 
and which is now professed by the Pontiff Damasus and by Peter, Bishop of 
Alexandria, a man of apostolic holiness. According to the apostolic teaching and 
the doctrine of the Gospel, let us believe in the one deity of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, in equal majesty and in a holy Trinity. We order the 
followers of this law to embrace the name of Catholic Christians; but as for the 
others, since, in our judgment they are foolish madmen, we decree that they shall 
be branded with the ignominious name of heretics, and shall not presume to give 
to their conventicles the name of churches. They will suffer in the first place the 
chastisement of the divine condemnation and in the second the punishment of 
our authority which in accordance with the will of Heaven we shall decide to 
inflict.
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Gnosticism (from Ancient Greek: 'having knowledge') is a collection 

of religious ideas and systems which coalesced in the late 1st 

century AD among Jewish and early Christian sects. These various 

groups emphasized personal spiritual knowledge (gnosis) above the 

orthodox teachings, traditions, and authority of religious institutions. 

Gnostic cosmogony generally presents a distinction between a 

supreme, hidden God and a malevolent lesser divinity (sometimes 

associated with the Yahweh of the Old Testament) who is responsible 

for creating the material universe. Consequently, Gnostics 

considered material existence flawed or evil, and held the principal 

element of salvation to be direct knowledge of the hidden divinity, 

attained via mystical or esoteric insight. Many Gnostic texts deal not 

in concepts of sin and repentance, but 

with illusion and enlightenment.
 

Marcion preached that the benevolent God of the Gospel who 

sent Jesus Christ into the world as the savior was the true Supreme 

Being, different and opposed to the malevolent Demiurge or creator 

god, identified with the Hebrew God of the Old Testament. He 

considered himself a follower of Paul the Apostle, whom he believed to 

have been the only true apostle of Jesus Christ.

Marcion's canon, possibly the first Christian canon ever compiled, 

consisted of eleven books: a gospel, which was a shorter version of 

the Gospel of Luke, and ten Pauline epistles. Marcion's canon rejected 

the entire Old Testament, along with all other epistles and gospels of 

what would become the 27-book New Testament canon, which during 

his life had yet to be compiled. Pauline epistles enjoy a prominent 

position in the Marcionite canon, since Paul was considered by Marcion

to be Christ's only true apostle.
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Matthew 10:5-10

5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go 

nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the 

Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 

lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give 

without pay. 9 Acquire no gold or silver or copper for your 

belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics or sandals or 

a staff, for the laborer deserves his food. 

 

1 Corinthians 7:1, 6-8

1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It 

is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a 

woman.”…

6 Now as a concession, not a command, I say this. 7 I 

wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own 

gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. 

8 To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good 

for them to remain single, as I am. 
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1 Samuel 16:10-13

10 And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel 

said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 Then Samuel said to 

Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 

youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 

Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 
12 And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had 

beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint 

him, for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed 

him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon 

David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 

 

 

Exodus 17:9-13

9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go out and fight with 

Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the staff of God 

in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with 

Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 
11 Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed, and whenever he 

lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses’ hands grew weary, so 

they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron and 

Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side. 

So his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 13 And Joshua 

overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword. 
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In 799, Pope Leo III had been assaulted by some of the Romans, 

who tried to put out his eyes and tear out his tongue. Leo escaped 

and fled to Charlemagne at Paderborn. Charlemagne, advised by 

scholar Alcuin, travelled to Rome, in November 800 and held a 

synod. On 23 December, Leo swore an oath of innocence to 

Charlemagne. His position having thereby been weakened, the 

Pope sought to restore his status. Two days later, at Mass, on 

Christmas Day (25 December), when Charlemagne knelt at the 

altar to pray, the Pope crowned him Imperator 

Romanorum ("Emperor of the Romans") in Saint Peter's Basilica. 

In so doing, the Pope rejected the legitimacy of Empress Irene of 
Constantinople:

  

Charlemagne’s letter to the Pope:
It is our part with the help of divine holiness to defend by 

armed strength the holy church of Christ everywhere from the 

outward onslaughts of the pagans and the ravages of the 

infidels and to strengthen within the knowledge of the 

Catholic faith.

It is your part, most holy Father, to help our armies with your 

hands lifted up to God like Moses, so that, by your intercession 

and by the leadership and gift of God, the Christian people, 

may everywhere and always have victory over the enemies of

his holy name and that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may 

be glorified throughout the world.

 

Charlemagne encouraged clerics to translate Christian 

creeds and prayers into their respective vernaculars as well 

to teach grammar and music. Due to the increased interest 

of intellectual pursuits and the urging of their king, the monks 

accomplished so much copying that almost every 

manuscript from that time was preserved. At Charlemagne's 

court, a library was founded and a number of copies of 

books were produced, to be distributed by 

Charlemagne. Book production was completed slowly by 

hand and took place mainly in large monastic libraries. 

Books were so in demand during Charlemagne's time that 

these libraries lent out some books, but only if that borrower 
offered valuable collateral in return.

 

On 12 February 962, Emperor Otto I and Pope John XII called a 

synod in Rome to legalise their relationship. The following day, Otto 

and John XII ratified the Diploma Ottonianum, confirming John XII as 

the spiritual head of the Church and Otto as its secular protector. In 

the Diploma, Otto acknowledged the earlier Donation of Pepin of 754 

between Pepin the Short, King of the Franks and Pope Stephen II. 

Otto recognized John XII's secular control over the Papal States, and 

expanded the Pope's domain by the Exarchate of Ravenna, 

the Duchy of Spoleto, the Duchy of Benevento and several smaller 

possessions. The Diploma granted the clergy and people of Rome 

the exclusive right to elect the pontiff. The pope-elect was required to 

issue an oath of allegiance to the emperor before his confirmation as 

pope an agreement based on feudal law with the consequence that 

the emperor had power over the pope and not vice cersa.

 

With the Diploma signed, the new Emperor marched against 

Berengar II to reconquer Italy. Being besieged at San Leo, 

Berengar II surrendered in 963. Upon the successful 

completion of Otto's campaign, John XII began to fear the 

Emperor's rising power in Italy and opened negotiations with 

Berengar II's son, Adalbert of Italy to depose Otto. The Pope 

also sent envoys to the Hungarians and the Byzantine Empire 

to join him and Adalbert in an alliance against the Emperor. 

Otto discovered the Pope's plot and, after defeating and 

imprisoning Berengar II, marched on Rome. John XII fled from 

Rome, and Otto, upon his arrival in Rome, summoned a 

council and deposed John XII as Pope, appointing Leo VIII as 

his successor.
 

 


