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1. The nativity mystery “conceived from the Holy Spirit and born from the Virgin Mary”, means, that God became 

human, truly human out of his own grace. The miracle of the existence of Jesus , his “climbing down of God” 

is: Holy Spirit and Virgin Mary! Here is a human being, the Virgin Mary, and as he comes from God, Jesus comes 

also from this human being. Born of the Virgin Mary means a human origin for God. Jesus Christ is not only 

truly God, he is human like every one of us. He is human without limitation. He is not only similar to us, he is 

like us.”  

― Karl Barth, Dogmatics in Outline 

 

 

2. “On the basis of the eternal will of God we have to think of EVERY HUMAN BEING, even the oddest, most 

villainous or miserable, as one to whom Jesus Christ is Brother and God is Father; and we have to deal with him 

on this assumption. If the other person knows that already, then we have to strengthen him in the knowledge. 

If he does no know it yet or no longer knows it, our business is to transmit this knowledge to him.” 

― Karl Barth, The Humanity of God 

 

 

3. “Thus in this oneness Jesus Christ is the Mediator, the Reconciler, between God and man. Thus He comes 

forward to MAN on behalf of GOD calling for and awakening faith, love and hope, and to GOD on behalf of 

MAN, representing man, making satisfaction and interceding. Thus He attests and guarantees to God's free 

GRACE and at the same time attests and guarantees to God man's free GRATITUDE.” 

― Karl Barth, The Humanity of God 

 

 

4. “God wants man to be His creature. Furthermore, He wants him to be His PARTNER. There is a causa Dei in the 

world. God wants light, not darkness. He wants cosmos, not chaos. He wants peace, not disorder.   He wants 

man to administer and to receive justice rather than to inflict and to suffer injustice. He wants man to live 

according to the Spirit rather than according to the flesh.   He wants man bound and pledged to Him rather 

than to any other authority. He wants man to live and not to die. Because He wills these things God is Lord, 

Shepherd, and Redeemer of man, who in His holiness and mercy meets His creature; who judges and forgives, 

rejects and receives, condemns and saves.” 

― Karl Barth, The Humanity of God 

 

5. “The mature and well-balanced man, standing firmly with both feet on the earth, who has never been lamed 

and broken and half-blinded by the scandal of life, is as such the existentially godless man.”  

― Karl Barth, The Epistle to the Romans 

 

6. “When we are at our wits' end for an answer, then the Holy Spirit can give us an answer. But how can He give 

us an answer when we are still well supplied with all sorts of answers of our own?”  

― Karl Barth 

 

  



7. “God's high freedom in Jesus Christ is His freedom for LOVE. The divine capacity which operates and exhibits 

itself in that superiority and subordination is manifestly also God's capacity to bend downwards, to attach 

Himself to another and this other to Himself, to be together with him. This takes place in that irreversible 

sequence, but in it is completely real. In that sequence there arises and continues in Jesus Christ the highest 

communion of God with man. God's deity is thus no prison in which He can exist only in and for Himself. It is 

rather His freedom to be in and for Himself but also with and for us, to assert but also to sacrifice Himself, to 

be wholly exalted but also completely humble, not only almighty but also almighty mercy, not only Lord but 

also servant, not only judge but also Himself the judged, not only man's eternal king but also his brother in 

time. And all that without in the slightest forfeiting His deity! All that, rather, in the highest proof and 

proclamation of His deity! He who DOES and manifestly CAN do all that, He and no other is the living God.” 

― Karl Barth, The Humanity of God 

 

8. “Everyone who has to contend with unbelief should be advised that he ought not to take his own unbelief too 

seriously.”  

― Karl Barth, Dogmatics in Outline 

 

9. “In His free grace, God is for man in every respect; He surrounds man from all sides. He is man's Lord who is 

before him, above him, after him, and thence also with him in history, the locus of man's existence. Despite 

man's insignificance, God is with him as his Creator who intended and made mankind to be very good. Despite 

man's sin, God is with him, the One who was in Jesus Christ reconciling the world, drawing man unto Himself 

in merciful judgment. Man's evil past is not merely crossed out because of its irrelevancy. Rather, it is in the 

good care of God. Despite man's life in the flesh, corrupt and ephemeral, God is with him. The victor in Christ 

is here and now present through His Spirit, man's strength, companion, and comfort. Despite man's death God 

is with him, meeting him as redeemer and perfecter at the threshold of the future to show him the totality of 

existence in the true light in which the eyes of God beheld it from the beginning and will behold it evermore. 

In what He is for man and does for man, God ushers in the history leading to the ultimate salvation of man.” 

― Karl Barth, The Humanity of God 


