
 

 

Greetings: 
 
I taught through Ephesians several times.  The last time was in 2009.  My desire in this study is 
to consider the Letter from the larger Storyline of the Bible.  Our working premise will be three-
fold. 
 
First, God created us so that we might know and experience the joy He has within Himself as 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  This joy is known and experienced in the provision of Jesus by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Second, this single truth has six acts: God, Creation, Rejection, Redemption, Re-Creation and Joy 
through Worship. 
 
Third, the Bible tells this single Story and Jesus is the hinge on which the entire Story swings. 
 
Thus, Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians speaks to these truths.  His Letter informs, but it is for joy 
through worship as his audience comes to know and experience the provision of Jesus by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  It is a knowledge causing worship resulting in joy. 
 
We are together for joy,  
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Pat 
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Date:  February 5, 2014 
Title:  An Introduction To The Book Of Ephesians: Part One 
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: The A.I.M. (Author’s Intended Meaning) of this lesson is to introduce the reader 

to the book of Ephesians by looking at six key questions. 
 
The Storyline: 
If Jesus is the fullest and final Temple where the full glory of God is manifested, and if the 
Church is His Body, then the Church contains the glory of God, and in the Church His glory is 
seen and through the Church His glory is expanded. 
 
The local church carries the DNA of the Garden of Eden.  Like the Garden, the local church is 
the place where God’s glory is seen and His glory is expanded through the making and maturing 
of disciples. 
 
If God created everything as a platform where He might dwell among His people for their joy, 
then we should be able to trace this idea throughout the biblical narrative. 
 

A. The Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:8) 
B. The Exodus (Exod. 13:21, 22) 
C. Sacred Altars (Gen. 8:20; 12:7, 8) 
D. Tabernacle (Lev. 9:22-24) 
E. Temple (2 Chron. 7:1, 2) 
F. Jesus (John 2:18-21) 
G. The Church (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19) 
H. “Heaven” (Rev. 21:3, 22-24) 

 
Just as the Garden of Eden, sacred places, the tabernacle and the temple were geographically 
defined places, so also the Church.  No one speaks of having the tabernacle or temple of the 
heart or any one individual being the tabernacle or the temple, so also is the Church. 
 
The apostle Paul celebrates the glory of God in the inaugurated temple of God.  The local church 
is the place where God will meet with His people for their joy.  It is in and through the local 
church the glory of God is ever expanding until the knowledge of His glory covers the earth like 
the waters cover the sea.  This is what Acts 2 inaugurated and Luke records through the 
missionary activity of the apostle Paul in the planting of local churches.  What Luke describes 
in narrative, Paul unpacks. 
 
“The letter to the Ephesians tells the story of God’s cosmic work, beginning before the creation 
of the world, continuing in Christ’s work of redemption, and leading up to the present moment 
and beyond. It draws us into this work both as awestruck observers of the drama and as active 
participants in God’s work.”1 
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Introduction: 
 
Apart from the Epistle to the Romans, few who have studied Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians 
would challenge the statement that it is the “Rolls Royce of the epistles.”2  F. F. Bruce, noted 
New Testament scholar, calls Ephesians “the quintessence of Paulinism.”3 C. H. Dodd called 
Ephesians “the crown of Paulinism.”4 According to William Hendriksen, Ephesians has been 
called “the divinest composition of man,” “the distilled essence of the Christian religion,” “the 
most authoritative and most consummate compendium of the Christian faith,” “full to the brim 
with thoughts and doctrines sublime and momentous.”5 

 
The Place of Ephesians in Paul’s Letters: 
 
Ephesians tarries largely among the heavenlies. Dignity and serenity characterizes it, which is 
in harmony with the elevation of its thoughts. There is scarcely even an echo of the great 
controversies, which ring so loudly in the Epistles to the Romans and Galatians. 

 
It is "the divinest composition of man," wrote Coleridge. It has been called "the crown of 
St. Paul’s writings," "the Queen of the Epistles," and the "greatest and most relevant of his 
works." W. O. Carver said, "Ephesians is the greatest piece of writing in all of history." It 
may well be the "most influential document ever written."  
 
"Paul has written nothing more profound than chapters 1 to 3 of Ephesians," writes A. T. 
Robertson. Stalker termed them the profoundest thing ever written. He sounds the 
depths of truth and reaches the heights. It is a letter written in the atmosphere of prayer. 
Most Christians have never prayed for some of the things, which Paul prayed for in these 
two prayers.  
 
Expositors observes, "It is the grandest of all the Pauline letters. There is a peculiar and 
sustained loftiness in its teaching which has deeply impressed the greatest minds and has 
earned for it the title of the ‘Epistle of the Ascension.’" 6  

 
“The central doctrine of the Epistle is the Church, and particularly 1) its universality and 2) its 
mysterious union with the exalted Christ.”7   
 
I found the following short read an interesting dialogue between the priorities of Romans 
against that of Ephesians.   
 

Ephesians, not Romans, Represents Paul’s Theology, by timgombis 
http://timgombis.com/2013/01/22/ephesians-not-romans-represents-pauls-theology/  

 
I have been claiming that Romans is a pastoral letter from Paul written to resolve a 
developing conflict in the Roman church (or, network of house churches).  Paul’s 
arguments, therefore, are directed to that end—to bring about unity among all those in 
Christ, both Jewish and non-Jewish. 
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This letter is often regarded, however, as Paul’s systematic theology.  Near the end of his 
apostolic career, on this scenario, Paul sits down to write his magnum opus—his fullest 
statement of the gospel.  Here’s how he regards all humanity under judgment, the 
justification of the ungodly by grace through faith, the mechanics of sanctification, how 
election works, and how Christians ought to behave themselves. 
 
The Christian church—at least in the West, and especially Protestants—has read Paul 
through the lens of Romans.  We have historically regarded this letter as the center of 
Paul’s theology. 
 
I don’t think this is right.  Inasmuch as we can speak of a “center” of Paul’s theology and 
insofar as any extant NT letter represents that, I think Ephesians is a better 
candidate.  Among other reasons, here are just a few: 
 
First, Romans is situational while Ephesians isn’t.  Paul argues as he does in Romans 
because he’s trying to resolve a conflict.  Many of his statements are directed to that end, 
and when they’re taken out of their communicative context and transformed into abstract 
theological principles, they give a distorted picture of Paul’s theology. 
 
Ephesians, on the other hand, isn’t situational.  It’s probably a circular letter that Paul 
intended to be read to a range of churches in Asia Minor, informing them of what God 
has done in Christ and how they can participate in that.  Because Paul writes to give 
multiple Christian communities a broad understanding, we can say that Ephesians 
represents Paul’s basic gospel proclamation (i.e., Paul’s “theology”). 
 
Second, and along that line, the argumentative trajectory of Romans isn’t replicated in 
any other NT letter.  That is, when Paul writes to other churches, he doesn’t reproduce 
the shape of his presentation in Romans.  Galatians is somewhat similar because of a 
similar situation, but even here, there are significant differences in what he says. 
 
The basic shape of Ephesians, on the other hand, is replicated in Colossians.  Now, most 
NT scholars have argued that these letters are post-Pauline productions and likely copied 
from each other, so I know I’m assuming that both are authentically Pauline.  One could 
just as easily argue, however, that Ephesians represents Paul’s fundamental 
proclamation—his basic “theology.”  When he writes a letter of welcome and 
introduction to the Colossians—a church he didn’t found and hasn’t visited—he 
articulates his basic understanding of the faith.  And this, of course, is nearly identical to 
Ephesians. 
 
Third, when Luke, Paul’s ministry colleague, sketches Paul’s proclamation, he has him 
repeatedly proclaiming Jesus’ resurrection, ascension, and current reign as cosmic 
lord.  I’ve argued elsewhere that this is precisely what drives Paul’s argument in 
Ephesians, with Eph. 1:19-23 as the thesis statement. 
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As I said, I’m making some assumptions about authorship here, and much more must be 
said to settle things conclusively, but I think a better case can be made that Ephesians, not 
Romans, represents Paul’s understanding of the gospel.  I’m not alone on this limb, by 
the way—N. T. Wright and Luke Timothy Johnson have made similar suggestions.8 

 
New Testament Epistles/Letters9 
Epistles are written in strict accordance to formalized, Hellenistic tradition, especially the 
Pauline epistles. This reflects the amount of Hellenistic influence upon the epistle writers. Any 
deviancy is not the result of accident but indicates an unusual motive of the writer. 
 
Opening 
In contrast to modern letters, epistles usually named the author at the very beginning, followed 
by the recipient (for example, see Philippians 1:1). The scribe (or more correctly, the amanuensis) 
who wrote down the letter may be named at the end of the episte (e.g., Romans 16:22). In the 
absence of a postal system, the courier may also be named (e.g. Ephesians 6:21–22). 
 
After the names of the author and recipient, Pauline epistles often open with the greeting, "Grace 
and peace to you." "Grace" was a common Hellenistic greeting, while "peace" (shalom) was the 
common Jewish greeting; this reflected Paul's dual identity in Jewish faith and Hellenistic 
culture. There may also be a word of thanks to the audience. In secular letters, a prayer or wish 
for health followed. 
 
Body 
The body begins with a brief statement introducing the main topic of the entire body. 
 
Style 
To English readers, the epistles may appear more formalized than originally read, due to the 
process of translation. The writer sought to establish "philophronesis", an intimate extension of 
their relationship as similar as a face to face encounter as possible. The writer hoped to revive 
the friendship, making the epistle a substitute for the actual writer. Letters written to a group of 
people, which include most of the New Testament epistles, were not read individually but read 
aloud to the entire church congregation. 
 
The content is concise compared to modern letters. Writing required a great financial expense 
of paper and ink and long process of time. 
 
The letter often intends to establish theological points (as in many of Paul's epistles), to comfort 
in the face of persecution (for example, 1 Peter), or to exhort Christians to do good works (James). 
 
Ephesians as a Letter: 
Initially we need to see the book of Ephesians as a letter. 

1. “A letter ought to be written in the same manner as a dialogue, because it was one of the 
two sides of a dialogue.  In other words, to read a letter is like listening to one side of a 
telephone conversation.”10   
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2. “When we read Paul’s letters we are not reading things which were meant to be academic 
exercises and theological treatises, but human documents written by a friend to his 
friends.”11   

3. “The letters are such a small photograph album from such a crowded career.”12    Paul’s 
activity spanned three decades.  Much was done and lived without us able to note what 
was or was not done or said. 

a. Paul did not have us in mind. 
b. He was not thinking he was adding to the Jewish canon. 
c. He wrote from a shepherd’s heart. 
d. He spoke his thoughts and a secretary wrote them down. 

 
Paul sat imprisoned.  He had time to think and to meditate on the thoughts he wrote.  There is 
a prayer-filled quality to the letter.  He wrote from a deep well. 
 
This is an enormous insight.  Ephesians is only one-half of a larger dialogue.  A friend to his 
friends writes.  It is not a diatribe or manual for church growth.  It is with tremendous passion 
and pathos he writes.  Paul did not write the letter with the idea that we would be reading it 
2,000 years later.  All of this needs to be kept in mind as we study the letter to Ephesus. 
 
The Problem: 
There were two reasons for the letter: (1) Paul was imprisoned and his audience was concerned 
for him. (2) There was apparent division between the Jewish and Gentile believers that needed 
addressing. 
 
“In the Roman Empire a new unity had come to the world.  The pax Romana, the Roman peace, 
was a very real thing.”  Just as Rome brought a temporary peace to the known world so Christ 
brings peace to turbulent times and warring factions.  To what or to whom do we turn for lasting 
peace? 
 
Paul is very clear throughout his letter.  There is only one church manifested in geographically 
distinct areas with biblical structure and mission.  We have no right to attack and minimize the 
larger body of Christ let alone this particular community of faith.  Paul notes how there are 
neither Jew nor Gentile inside of the body of Christ.  It is only as we recognize the enormous 
theological themes throughout Ephesians that we as a fellowship can be united as one new man. 
 
We would be in error if we failed to see the necessity of geographically defined assemblies with 
biblical structure and mission, but we would equally be in error if we did not see the inter-
connected of all churches within the larger body of Christ.   
 
What this means is that we have no right to criticize other churches and we must see how even 
churches in significant theological or practical error are still a part of this one body of Christ.  
How wide you and I cast this net would perhaps be debated, but let us not think there isn’t a 
larger body of which we are a part. 
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The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know that God in Christ has reconciled all things 

to Himself. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to follow Him and the path of peace and 

unity. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting in the finished work of 

Christ. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. Who Wrote The Book Of Ephesians? 
 
The author is clearly stated within the letter as Paul (Eph. 1:1; 3:1; cf. 3:7, 13; 4:1; 6:19-20).  It 
wasn’t until the destructive criticism of the nineteenth century that some began to seriously deny 
Paul’s authorship of this epistle. 
 
“Pauline authorship of Ephesians does not appear to have been doubted in the early church. It 
is listed among Paul's letters in the early manuscripts and cited as such by early Christian 
authors such as Irenaeus (Against Heresies 5.2.3), Clement of Alexandria (Stromateis 4.65), and 
Tertullian (Against Marcion 5.11.17; 5.17.1). It is included among Paul's letters as the Muratorian 
Canon, which is generally regarded as second century, and acknowledged as Paul's even by the 
heretic Marcion, who called it "Laodiceans."”13 
 
Point of Interest 
“Imagine if a highly and formally educated man with a PhD was assigned to work with, for 
example, a farmer. Even if the man's PhD was in agriculture, his perspective and developed 
attitudes would very likely be quite different than the man who actually went out and worked 
in the fields to produce crops. Although the two men could of course be friends, and could work 
together on a common project, it's not likely that they would ever be "buddies." They might be, 
but the odds are against it. That's just human nature. The man with the PhD might look down 
upon the "uneducated" farmer, while the farmer might look down upon the PhD who "knows a 
lot about book learning but little about real farming." The Bible has a number of examples of 
people who fit the sort of contrast described in the paragraph above. Among them were the 
apostles Peter and Paul, a "blue collar" and a "suit" when it came to religion.”14 
 
Consider the following two passages; 2 Peter 3:14-16 and Galatians 2:11-21.   
 
II. When Was The Book Of Ephesians Written? 
 
The letter was written while in prison (3:1; 4:1; 6:20).  This alone staggers me.  While imprisoned 
he remembers those for whom he is responsible.   
 
The date of this letter must correspond with Paul's Roman imprisonment of Acts 28:16-31 (cf. 
3:1; 4:1; 6:20), which is approximately AD 60, 61.  He is a prisoner in his own rented house in 
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Rome.  “Paul may have written it about the same time as Colossians, while he was in prison at 
Rome (3:1; 4:1; 6:20).”15  
 
III. To Whom Was The Book Of Ephesians Written? 
 

This church was Paul’s main work in Asia. The Gospel message was spread throughout 
most of Asia as a result of the work in Ephesus. On his second journey, Paul came to 
Ephesus and taught the twelve disciples who knew only the baptism of John (Acts 19:1–
7) and “went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, reasoning and 
persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of God” (Acts 19:8). He later taught in 
the school of Tryannus for two years, and as a result, “all who dwelt in Asia heard the 
word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks” (Acts 19:9–10). 
 
Paul sends this letter, along with the letter to the Colossians and another to the 
Laodiceans and one to Philemon, through Tychicus and Onesimus (Col 4:7-9, 16; 
Ephesians 6:21).16 

 
“The indication is that the epistles to the Colossians, Philemon and the Ephesians were carried 
to their destination by Tychicus and Onesimus (cf. 6:21-22; Col 4:7-9; Phm 10-12).” 
 
The letter was written to a predominately Gentile audience (2:11; 4:17).  In all probability the 
letter was intended to be circular in so far that it was to be passed on to others.  The letter was 
not written to a specific individual but rather to a local church or local churches.  Regardless as 
to what position one maintains, the letter was to have a far greater audience than just the 
churches of Ephesus.   
 
The temple of Diana sat as a counterfeit monument to the achievement of man against the true 
temple of God where His glory resided and His people found deliverance from their sin and 
fullness of joy in His presence. 
 

• Church: 
 

“On the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended in power, seventeen nationalities 
were represented, among them men from Asia, of which Ephesus was the capital (Acts 2:9).”17 
 
Paul is given official credit for starting the church on his 3rd missionary journey (Acts 19:1).  
Paul had initially left Aquila and Priscilla at Ephesus and Apollos later joined them (Acts 18:24-
28).  They began the groundwork but Paul established the church over the course of the next 
two+ years (Acts 19:8-10).  Paul later sent Timothy to pastor the church at Ephesus (1 Tim. 1:3).   
 
Church tradition and the witness of the Church Father say that the Apostle John came and 
pastored the church at Ephesus until he was exiled to Patmos (Rev. 1:9). 
 
“The epistle, directed primarily to Gentile Christians, expounds their position in Christ and their 
corresponding responsibilities in Christian living.”18   
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IV. From Where Was The Book Of Ephesians Written? 
 

Paul was apparently a prisoner in Rome under house arrest when he wrote this letter.  It appears 
Ephesians has clearly a close connection with Colossians.  It would seem that Tychicus was the 
bearer of both these letters (Col. 4:7; Eph. 6:21). 
 

“Another key to understanding Ephesians is recognizing that in this book a Jewish author is 
writing to a Gentile audience.”19  John McRay’s comments for distinguishing between the first 
person and second person pronouns is significant and should be considered. 
 

“These two Epistles show closer contacts in content, language, and style than any other 
Epistles.”20   
 
V. How Was The Book Of Ephesians Written? 
 
The book is written as a formal letter using a standard epistolary format.  Colossians and 
Philemon are closely associated because of the proximity of both to each other.  Ephesians 
followed both because of its content.  Fifty percent of Ephesians is represented in the book of 
Colossians.  Ephesians appears to be an expansion of Colossians.   
   
• 1-3  “Christ is God’s instrument of reconciliation.” 

• 4-6 “The Church is Christ’s instrument of reconciliation.  The Church must bring 
Christ to the world.”21   

 

“The Letter may properly be divided into two parts: first, dogmatic, chapters 1-3; second, 
paranetic, chapters 4-6.”22 
 

VI. Why Was The Book Of Ephesians Written? 
 

“The Letter to the Ephesians emphasizes the honor and dignity of the Christian Church and 
forcibly reminds the Christian readers of the marvelous grace which was bestowed upon them 
when they were united with the body of Christ, and of the duties which arise from their 
communion with Christ.”23 
 
“The key thought of Ephesians is the gathering together of all things in Jesus Christ. The 
universe is ‘dead in trespasses and sins,’ radically depraved, and can only reach its eternal 
destiny when every thing bows in submission to Christ ‘who fills all in all.’ Mankind is restored 
to its original purpose when it is reconciled to God in Christ.” 24  
 
“Unlike several of the other letters Paul wrote, Ephesians does not address any particular error 
or heresy.  Paul wrote to expand the horizons of his readers.”25     
 

“This emphasis persists throughout the letter: it is plain everywhere that who Christ is and 

what he does is at the heart of the Christian way.”26   
 

There does not seem to be an urgent problem (i.e., Galatians = Judaism) that Paul addresses but 
because of the numerous parallels to Colossians it may be addressing the same heresy that the 
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Colossians letter addresses.  Therefore, it has been suggested that there are two basic purposes: 
1. Informative or instructive.  2. Protective (Both of which are integrated into the book outline). 
 

Since there is no immediate or apparent problem, we are safe to assume that the truths stated 
are foundational and fundamental to a healthy Christian life.  This epistle, along with 
Colossians, emphasizes the truth that the Church is the body of which Christ is the Head. 
 

“Ephesians is a greater version of Colossians.  The whole thought of Colossians is based on the 
complete sufficiency of Jesus Christ.  The key thought of Ephesians is the gathering together of 
all things in Jesus Christ.  The central thought of Ephesians is the realization of the disunity in 
the universe and the conviction that it can become unity only when everything is united in 
Christ.”27   
 

“The theological insight and depth of this epistle are so great that some have considered it to be 
the most profound work in the entire Bible.  The dominant theme of Ephesians is the church 

as the body of Christ.”28   
 

If the weight of this Letter is to show how all the fullness of God dwells in Christ and the Church 
is His Body, then the significance of the Church cannot be overstated.  And if the Church is 
something of substance, then it cannot be this pasty non-consequential “thing” it has become in 
our present evangelical mindset/theology. 
 

Paul’s intent was to tell them that the destined unity of all men and of all things could never be 
found except in Christ, and to tell them of the supreme task of the Church – that of being Christ’s 
instrument in the universal reconciliation of man to man and of man to God.”29   

“Ephesians contains a carefully reasoned and precisely worded theology presented in a 
systematic way. There is no letter in the Pauline corpus that more precisely and succinctly 
presents the rudimentary elements of his understanding of salvation history than this one. To 
grasp fully the theological core of this letter, it is important to remember the nature of Paul's 
conversion/call on the road to Damascus.”30 

“The key to the theology of Ephesians is the second chapter, where Paul sets forth the 
implications of the equal union of Jews and Gentiles in the one body, the church. Both Gentiles 
(v. 1) and Jews (vv. 3-5) were once dead in their trespasses and sins. Nevertheless, the Jews had 
prepared the way for the Messiah and were the first to be called into the church. The Gentiles 
have since been included, largely by Paul's own work, in keeping with divine forethought and 
election. God had promised Abraham that his seed would be a blessing to all the nations, and 
they must now be accepted fully as equal partners in the kingdom.”31 

“There is a distinctive emphasis in Ephesians on Christ's exaltation above the heavens, his 
coronation at the right hand of God, and his subsequent cosmic lordship ( Ephesians 1:3-4 
Ephesians 1:9-10 Ephesians 1:20-23 ; 2:6 ; 4:8-10 ). The cosmological nature of the church being 
the central emphasis of the theological section of the letter (chap. 1-4), the author felt no need to 
argue here for the resurrection of the body of Jesus and his believers, which is of eschatological 
but not cosmological import. He makes no mention of an imminent return of Christ but rather 
speaks of the church's role in manifesting the glory of Christ Jesus to all generations. Aspects of 



 

 

10 

the church's conduct until Christ's return are delineated in chapters 5-6, as they are is in Romans, 
Corinthians, Galatians, and Thessalonians.”32 
 

“Concisely stated, the theology of Ephesians is that in the life, death, burial, resurrection, 
ascension, and enthronement of Jesus Christ, the church, which is his body, declares by its unity, 
the lordship of Jesus, not only over the church, but over the cosmos as well.”33 
 

Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

• Ephesians has much to tell us concerning His body that is the Church. 

• The unity secured by the cross is to be manifested in His church.   

• How one is included in His body is clearly spelled out for those who wish inclusion. 

• How one is to act once included is equally spelled out for the believer. 

• Disunity is a work of the devil.  Biblical unity shows the work of the cross; it is the work of 
the cross. 

 

1 I cannot remember where I found this quote, but it is a quote – sorry. 
2 https://bible.org/seriespage/1-uniqueness-ephesians-among-epistles#P114_4911  
3 As cited by F. F. Bruce in The Epistles To The Colossians, To Philemon, and To the Ephesians (Grand Rapids, William 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1984), 229. 
4 Ibid. 
5 William Hendriksen, Exposition of Ephesians (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1967), 32. 
6 http://www.abideinchrist.com/messages/ephintro.html 
7 Alfred Wikenhauser, New Testament Introduction, 428. 
8 Ephesians, not Romans, Represents Paul’s Theology, By timgombis 
http://timgombis.com/2013/01/22/ephesians-not-romans-represents-pauls-theology/ 
9 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle  
10 William Barclay, Galatians and Ephesians, xi. 
11 William Barclay, Galatians and Ephesians, xiii. 
12 N.T. Wright, Justification, 170. 
13 http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/ephesians-theology-of.html  
14 http://www.keyway.ca/htm2005/20051014.htm  
15 The NIV Study Bible. 
16 http://www.licoc.org/Sermons/Introduction%20to%20Ephesians.htm 
17 https://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-ephesians Lehman Strauss 
18 The Criswell Study Bible. 
19 http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/ephesians-theology-of.html 
20 Alfred Wikenhauser, New Testament Introduction, 429. 
21 William Barclay, Galatians and Ephesians, 67. 
22 George Stoeckhardt, Ephesians, Concordia Classic Commentary Series (Concordia Publishing House, 1952), 32. 
23 George Stoeckhardt, Ephesians, Concordia Classic Commentary Series (Concordia Publishing House, 1952), 32. 
24 http://www.abideinchrist.com/messages/ephintro.html 
25 The NIV Study Bible. 
26 D.A. Carson, An Introduction to the New Testament, 314. 
27 William Barclay, Galatians and Ephesians, 62, 65, 66. 
28 The Open Bible.   
29 William Barclay, Galatians and Ephesians, 71. 
30 http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/ephesians-theology-of.html 
31 http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/ephesians-theology-of.html 
32 http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/ephesians-theology-of.html 
33 http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/ephesians-theology-of.html 
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Ephesians in the New Testament 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths © 2009 - pastorpat@waukeshabible.org 

August 16, 2009 [Revised February 4, 2014] 
 

• Location:  
 
West Coast of Asia Minor, which 
was a port city off the Aegean 
Sea.  It is ranked with Antioch 
and Alexandria as one of the 3 
great trading centers of the 
Eastern Mediterranean.   
 

• Importance: 
“Ephesus was the most 
important city in western Asia 
Minor (now Turkey).  It had a 
harbor that at that time opened 

into the Cayster River, which in turn emptied into the Aegean Sea.  Because it was also at an intersection 
of major trade routes, Ephesus became a commercial center.”1   
 

• Religion: 
It was the center for the worship of Diana (Rome) / Artemis (Greek). She is the Greek goddess of 
fertility.  She was a comely woman with a multiplicity of breasts.  Her temple was one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient world.  The temple had a two-fold function: 1) it housed temple prostitution 
and 2) it acted as a central bank for all of Asia Minor. Ephesus was also a center for witchcraft (cf. Acts 
19:13-19).  
 

• Church: 
“On the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit 
descended in power, seventeen nationalities were 
represented, among them men from Asia, of which 
Ephesus was the capital (Acts 2:9).”2 
 
Paul is given official credit for starting the church on 
his 3rd missionary journey (Acts 19:1).  Paul had 
initially left Aquila and Priscilla at Ephesus and 
Apollos later joined them (Acts 18:24-28).  They 
began the groundwork but Paul established the 
church over the course of the next two+ years (Acts 
19:8-10).  Paul later sent Timothy to pastor the church 
at Ephesus (1 Tim. 1:3).  
 

Church tradition and the witness of the Church Father say that the Apostle John came and pastored 
the church at Ephesus until he was exiled to Patmos (Rev. 1:9). 
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“The city of Ephesus was the seacoast capital of proconsular Asia, and was one of Asia’s great religious, 
political, and commercial centers. The famous temple of Diana, one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world, was situated in Ephesus. This mighty structure had taken more than 200 years to build and was 
the center of Diana-worship, concerning which we read in Acts 19:23-41.”3

 
The church of Ephesus played a significant role in the life and ministry of the apostle Paul.  By simply 
noting the occurrences of the city in the New Testament it becomes apparent that the church of Ephesus 
was a prominent center for the apostle Paul and the apostle John.  Let us consider the following verses 
as they are found in the New Testament record: 
 

1. Paul’s first visit to Ephesus happened in Acts 18:18-21. 
 
This is the first occurrence of the word in the New Testament. 
 
17 And they all took hold of Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and began beating him in front of 
the judgment seat. But Gallio was not concerned about any of these things. 18 ¶ Paul, having remained 
many days longer, took leave of the brethren and put out to sea for Syria, and with him were Priscilla 
and Aquila. In Cenchrea he had his hair cut, for he was keeping a vow. 19 They came to Ephesus, and 
he left them there. Now he himself entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they 
asked him to stay for a longer time, he did not consent, 21 but taking leave of them and saying, "I will 
return to you again if God wills," he set sail from Ephesus. 22 When he had landed at Caesarea, he 
went up and greeted the church, and went down to Antioch. 23 And having spent some time there, he 
left and passed successively through the Galatian region and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. 
 

• Tuff times! 

• Followed the Law. 

• Learned to say “no.” 

• Local churches already existed. 

• Continued discipling disciples. 
 
 

2. In Paul’s absence, Priscilla and Aquila instructed Apollos (Acts 18:24-28). 
 
When you read the narrative, it is straightforward and clear. 
 
24 ¶ Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus; and he 
was mighty in the Scriptures. 25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent 
in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted 
only with the baptism of John; 26 and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue. But when 
Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more 
accurately. 27 And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote 
to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed 
through grace, 28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating by the Scriptures that 
Jesus was the Christ. 
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• One Story with Jesus at the center. 

• Biblical study is important. 

• Notice inter-church communication [i.e. network – one church; multiple locations]. 
 

3. Paul returned to Ephesus, taught the disciples and evangelized the unbelieving (Acts 19) 
a. Taught on Spirit baptism (Acts 19:1-7) 
b. Taught on the kingdom God for two years (Acts 19:8-10) 
c. God performed extraordinary miracles through Paul (Acts 19:11-22) 
d. Challenged the cult of Artemis of the Ephesians and experienced a violent mob (Acts 

19:23-20:1 [perhaps this is what Paul alluded to when he wrote, “I fought with wild beasts 
at Ephesus {1 Cor. 15:32}]). 

 
4. Paul returns to Ephesus and addresses the Elders of the local churches (Acts 20:17-21:1). 

 
17 ¶ From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. 
 
Paul wished to encourage the weak and to guard them against the savage wolves who would teach 
perverse things. 
 

• There were churches. 

• There were Elders. 
 

5. Paul wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus (1 Cor. 16:8). 
 
Remember the content of 1 Corinthians.  Problems exist inside the community of faith and the 
book/letter contains his response to their questions and problems. 
 

6. Paul encouraged Timothy to remain on at Ephesus so that he might instruct certain men not to 
teach strange doctrines (1 Tim. 1:3). 

 
First and Second Timothy speak to the shepherd to protect the flock of God.  Both address the ideas of 
biblical structure and mission.  We must note the similarity between the charges given in Acts 20:17ff 
and what is found in 1 and 2 Timothy. 
 

7. Paul also speaks well of Onesiphorus who aided Paul while imprisoned (2 Tim. 1:16-18) and 
Tychicus who was a co-laborer (2 Tim. 4:12). 

 
Paul was often accompanied by co-workers who labored with him in the strengthening of existing 
churches and the establishing of new ones. 
 

8. The apostle John also writes specifically to the church in Ephesus (Rev. 1:11; 2:1-7).  Their 
orthodoxy (i.e. right belief) was impeccable, but their orthoproxy (i.e. right behavior) was 
challenged.  It is here we read, “You have left your first love.” 

 
The pastoral letters are written near the end of Paul’s life (AD 64).  Thirty years later John is encouraged 
by their theological purity and defense of the gospel, but warns and cautions against a theology that is 
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devoid of Christ.  It is not enough for people to know what you are against; they must know what you 
are for.  People should know what we are for long before they come to understand what we are 
against.  Neither Paul nor John would argue against doctrinal purity.  Both have much to say as it 
relates to correct thinking, but both are equally passionate about correct fervor manifesting itself in 
correct behavior.  The question they would ask and we are confronted by is simply, “Do you love 
Jesus?”  “Is He first in your theology, your thinking and your life?”  That thought must dominate our 
doctrinal discussion, and from it must flow our “good works.” 
 

PAUL’S LETTERS 

Period Letter Origin Date Reference 

After the 1st missionary 
journey 

Galatians Antioch of 
Syria 

49 A.D. Acts 15:1ff 

During the 2nd missionary 
journey 

1 Thessalonians 
2 Thessalonians 

Corinth 
Corinth 

51 A.D. 
51 A.D. 

Acts 17:1ff 

During the 3rd missionary 
journey 

1 Corinthians 
2 Corinthians 
Romans 

Ephesus 
Macedonia 
Corinth 

56 A.D. 
56 A.D. 
57 A.D. 

Acts 18:1ff 

During the 1st Roman 
imprisonment 

Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians 
Philemon 

Rome 
Rome 
Rome 
Rome 

60–62 A.D. 
60–62 A.D. 
60–62 A.D. 
60–62 A.D. 

Acts 28:30 

Between the 1st and 2nd 
Roman imprisonments 

1 Timothy 
Titus 

Macedonia? 
Macedonia? 

62–66 A.D. 
62–66 A.D. 

After the 
Book of Acts 

During the 2nd Roman 
imprisonment 

2 Timothy Rome 67 A.D. After the 
Book of Acts 

 
Paul invited Timothy to stay and teach in Ephesus when he went to Macedonia (1 Tim. 1:3). During 
the third journey, Paul had done the opposite, staying in Ephesus himself, and sending Timothy with 
Erastus to Macedonia (Acts 19:22). So First Timothy was written around 64-65 AD during a period of 
liberty after Paul's Roman imprisonment of 61-63 AD. Paul said he was hoping to come to Timothy in 
Ephesus shortly, but may have to tarry long (1 Tim. 3:14-15). Timothy was in Ephesus where he 
received both 1 Timothy and 2 Timothy (1 Tim. 1:3, 2 Tim. 1:16-18, 4:14, 4:19, Acts 19:33, and 1 Tim. 
1:20).  
 
Second Timothy was apparently written from prison (2 Tim. 1:8) with Paul ready to die (2 Tim. 4:6-8), 
possibly about 66 AD. Yet he asks Timothy to come to him before winter (2 Tim. 4:9 and 21). Paul was 
probably martyred sometime around 67 AD. 
 
I’ve taken the liberty to locate all of the occurrences of the word Ephesus in the New Testament.  Here 
they are.  All of these are listed in the above study. 
 

• 53-57AD [Paul and his third missionary journey] 
 

Ac 18:19 They came to Ephesus, and he left them there. Now he himself entered the synagogue and 
reasoned with the Jews. 
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Ac 18:21 but taking leave of them and saying, "I will return to you again if God wills," he set sail from 
Ephesus. 
Ac 18:24 ¶ Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus; 
and he was mighty in the Scriptures. 
Ac 19:1 ¶ It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and 
came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. 
Ac 19:17 This became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived in Ephesus; and fear fell upon 
them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was being magnified. 
Ac 19:26 "You see and hear that not only in Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this Paul has persuaded 
and turned away a considerable number of people, saying that gods made with hands are no gods at 
all. 
Acts 19:28 And when they heard these sayings, they were full of wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians. 
Acts 19:34 But when they knew that he was a Jew, all with one voice about the space of two hours cried 
out, Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 
Ac 19:35 After quieting the crowd, the town clerk *said, "Men of Ephesus, what man is there after all 
who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of 
the image which fell down from heaven? 
Ac 20:16 For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; 
for he was hurrying to be in Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. 
Ac 20:17 ¶ From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. 
Ac 21:29 (For they had seen before with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian, whom they supposed 
that Paul had brought into the temple.) 
 

• 55AD 
 
1Co 15:32 If from human motives I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, what does it profit me? If the 
dead are not raised, LET US EAT AND DRINK, FOR TOMORROW WE DIE. 
1Co 16:8 But I will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost; 
 

• 60-62AD 
 
Eph 1:1 ¶ Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are at Ephesus and who 
are faithful in Christ Jesus: 
Eph 6:24 Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. <<To [the Ephesians 
written from Rome, by Tychicus.]>> {in sincerity: or, with incorruption} 
 

• 62AD 
 
1Ti 1:3 As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may 
instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines, 
 

• 64AD 
 
2Ti 1:18 the Lord grant to him to find mercy from the Lord on that day--and you know very well what 
services he rendered at Ephesus. 
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2Ti 4:12 But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 
2Ti 4:22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen. <<The second [epistle unto 
Timotheus, ordained the first bishop of the church of the Ephesians, was written from Rome, when 
Paul was brought before Nero the second time.]>> 
 

• 90AD [Ephesians in the Writings of the Apostle John] 
 

Re 1:11 saying, "Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to 
Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea." 
Re 2:1 ¶ "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right 
hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: 
 

1 NIV Study Bible. 
2 https://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-ephesians Lehman Strauss 
3 https://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-ephesians Lehman Strauss 
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Slide 1 

Ephesians
From Garden Ruin to Resurrection glory
God Dwells in the Local Church for the Joy of All People

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 2 

ONE STORY
•“God designed us to know and experience 
the joy He has within Himself as Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.  This joy is known and 
experienced in the presence of God through 
the provision of Jesus Christ by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.”

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 3 

Ephesians and the biblical storyline

•Which one does not belong?

•Ephesians is not an exception to the biblical 
Story.  Ephesians is part of the Story.  It is our 
responsibility to read it as such.

• It must be read as a single Story with JESUS at 
the Center.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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Slide 4 Biblical 
Hermeneutics
Luke 24:26 "Was it not necessary for the Christ 
to suffer these things and to enter into His 
glory?“  27 Then beginning with Moses and 
with all the prophets, He explained to them the 
things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. 
44 Now He said to them, "These are My words 
which I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that all things which are written about Me in 
the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled." 45 Then He opened 
their minds to understand the Scriptures,

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 5 

Garden of 
Eden

Sacred 
Sites

Pillar of 
Fire

Pillar of 
Cloud

Tabernacle

Temple

• Solomon

• Post-Exilic

• Herod

JESUS
• The Church

• The New 
Heaven and 

New Earth 
(Rev. 21:22)

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 6 

53-57AD

• 2nd

Missionary 
Journey

• Acts 18:19, 
21, 24; 
19:1, 17, 
26, 35; 
20:16, 17

55AD

• 3rd

Missionary 
Journey

• 1 Cor. 
15:32; 16:8

60-62AD

• Paul in 
Prison

• Eph. 1:1

62AD

• Acts “29”

• 1 Tim. 1:3

64AD

• Acts “29”

• 2 Tim. 1:18;  
4:12

90AD

• Ephesians 
in the 
Writings of 
the Apostle 
John

• Rev. 1:11; 
2:1

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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Slide 7 

Acts 
13-15

1st Missionary 
Journey

Galatians

Acts 
15-18

2nd Missionary 
Journey

1 and 2 
Thessalonians

Acts 
19-21

3rd Missionary 
Journey

1 and 2 
Corinthians

Romans

Acts 
22-28

Paul in Prison 
in Rome

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

Philemon

Acts 
“29”

Paul’s 2nd

Imprisonment 
in Rome

1 and 2 
Timothy

Titus

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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TIMELINE FOR PAUL
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___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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Slide 

11 Ephesians
From Garden Ruin to Resurrection glory
God Dwells in the Local Church for the Joy of All People

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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EPHESIANS - INTRODUCTION

• “The Rolls Royce of the epistles.” 

• “The divinest composition of man.” 

• “The distilled essence of the Christian religion.” 

• “The most authoritative and most consummate compendium of the 
Christian faith.” 

• “The crown of St. Paul’s writings." 

• “The Queen of the Epistles." 

• “Greatest and most relevant of his works." 

• It may well be the "most influential document ever written." 

• "It is the grandest of all the Pauline letters.” 

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



21 

 

Slide 

13 
EPHESIANS – A LETTER

• “A letter ought to be written in the same manner as a 
dialogue, because it was one of the two sides of a dialogue.  
In other words, to read a letter is like listening to one side of 
a telephone conversation.”  

• “When we read Paul’s letters we are not reading things 
which were meant to be academic exercises and theological 
treatises, but human documents written by a friend to his 
friends.”  

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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14 
EPHESIANS - INTRODUCTION

• “The letters are such a small photograph album from such a 
crowded career.”    Paul’s activity spanned three decades.  
Much was done and lived without us able to note what was 
or was not done or said.

• Paul did not have us in mind.

• He was not thinking he was adding to the Jewish canon.

• He wrote from a shepherd’s heart.

• He spoke his thoughts and a secretary wrote them down.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 
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EPHESIANS – WHO WROTE?

•The author is clearly stated within the 
letter as Paul (Eph. 1:1; 3:1; cf. 3:7, 13; 
4:1; 6:19-20). 

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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Slide 

16 
EPHESIANS – WHEN?

•The date of this letter must correspond 
with Paul's Roman imprisonment of Acts 
28:16-31 (cf. 3:1; 4:1; 6:20), which is 
approximately AD 60, 61. 

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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EPHESIANS – TO WHOM?

•To the Church of Ephesus. Multiple

locations; one church.

•“The indication is that the epistles to the

Colossians, Philemon and the Ephesians

were carried to their destination by Tychicus

and Onesimus (cf. 6:21-22; Col 4:7-9; Phm

10-12).”

 

___________________________________ 
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___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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EPHESIANS – TO WHOM?

•Fifty percent of Ephesians is represented in 
the book of Colossians.  Ephesians appears 
to be an expansion of Colossians.  

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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EPHESIANS – THE CITY ITSELF

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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EPHESIANS – FROM WHERE?

•Paul was apparently a prisoner in Rome 
under house arrest when he wrote this 
letter.  It appears Ephesians has clearly a 
close connection with Colossians.  It would 
seem that Tychicus was the bearer of both 
these letters (Col. 4:7; Eph. 6:21).

 

___________________________________ 
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___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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EPHESIANS – WHY?

•Since there is no immediate or apparent 
problem, we are safe to assume that the 
truths stated are foundational and 
fundamental.  This epistle, along with 
Colossians, emphasizes the truth that the 
Church is the body of which Christ is the 
Head.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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An Overview

•Chapter 1 – The Biblical Storyline from Start to Finish

•Chapter 2 – One Temple / One People 

•Chapter 3 – The Mystery and Glory of God’s Storyline

•Chapter 4 – Therefore,  . . . [vv. 1, 8, 25]

•Chapter 5 – Therefore,  . . . [vv. 1, 7, 15]

•Chapter 6 – Therefore,  . . . [vv..13, 14]
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___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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Summary

•Chapters 1-3 

•The local church is the FULFILLMENT of God’s 
Vision in Creating.  The local church is the 
Historic Garden and the Eschatological 
Temple.

•Chapters 4-6 

•This is what life in the Garden/Church looks 
like in the “ALREADY / NOT YET.”

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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Christ and the Church
The relationship between Christ and the church is described by Paul as a profound mystery 
(5:32)—a hidden plan of God now revealed and fulfilled in Christ Jesus.

Christ is the head of the church 1:22–23; 4:15; 5:23

Christ is the cornerstone of the church 2:20

Christ is the Savior and sanctifier of the church 5:23, 26–27

Christ gives the church ministry workers 4:11–16

Christ loved and sacrificed himself for the church 5:25

Christ nourishes and cherishes the church 5:29

the church and her members dwell and grow in Christ 2:21–22; 4:15

the church is a means through which God manifests his manifold 

wisdom
3:10

the church submits to Christ 5:24

the church is Christ's body, and individual believers are members of 

his body

1:22–23; 3:6; 4:4, 16; 5:23, 

30

 

___________________________________ 
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"From Garden Ruin to Resurrection Glory" 
 

God Dwells in the Local Church for the Joy of All Nations 

GROUP DISCUSSION—STUDY 1—INTRODUCTION 

 

1. Why is it important to remember NT Letters are one-sided conversations? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Do you think Paul thought his Letter to the Ephesians would become part of the Jewish 
Canon and still be read @2,000 years later? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Who does the Letter identify as the author (Eph. 1:1; 3:1)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Where is Paul when he wrote (Eph. 3:1, 13; 4:1; 6:20)?  What were the conditions like 
when he wrote (cf. Acts 28:16, 30,31)? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What was the city of Ephesus known for (cf. Acts 19:23-41)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. As a port city, how might the city be described? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 


