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The Filling of the Spirit in Ephesians 5:18 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

Thursday, April 17, 2014 
 

This article represents a lot of research.  In an attempt to continue the learning process, these 

study notes are being made available.  They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye 

mistakes can be found.  So we ask that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

 

PROPOSITIONS 
 

1. Salvation from start to finished is based solely on the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
2. There is nothing the believing can do to undo what Jesus is and does. 
3. The Christian life is one of resting in His finished work and not attempting to pay back 

or work for anything more than what is already true in Christ. 
4. The Book of Acts tells the Story of the victory Jesus won in His work at Calvary and His 

resurrection from the dead. 
5. The Book of Acts tells the fulfillment of God’s promise to make His glory known 

throughout the earth for the joy of all people. 
6. The Book of Ephesians must be read in light of God’s foretold promise. 
7. The filling noted in Ephesians 5:18 is conditioned on Christ and not on anything the 

believing are or are not doing.  Thus, it is unconditional. 
8. There is nothing a believer can do to empty himself of the Holy Spirit.  Moreover, there 

is nothing the believer can do to be filled with the Spirit. 
9. Ephesians 5:18 is simply telling us what is true. 
10. Paul invites us to be what we already are.   
11. Even when the true believing act otherwise, they are still filled with the Spirit. 
12. The person and work of Jesus Christ is enough for every need within the human soul.  

Not only is Jesus necessary, but He is enough.  It is impossible to overstate the magnitude 
of His redemptive work in behalf of His people.   

13. We brought nothing but our brokenness and rebellion to the relationship we have with 
God as Trinity.  After our encounter with the living Christ, we have received all we need 
and one day He will be all we want.  The only condition to the Christian life is believing 
He is enough in this life and in the life to come.   

14. The invitation Jesus extends to the weary and heavy-laden stands fast (Matt. 11:28-30).  
We cannot undo the promise.  Unfortunately, many Christians live under the yoke of a 
conditional Christianity.  Some would say God saves us from sin, but we must through 
His power and the indwelling Spirit maintain our relationship with Him.  It is not for 
salvation, but for progress in one’s sanctification.  The basis of the relationship moves 
from Jesus to the believer.  Although many would argue against such thinking, they still 
speak of our responsibility in living the Christian life.   
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I cite a handful of popular teachers simply to note the idea I address is common and widespread.  
It is not to tear them down, only to show why I believe we must look at the issue of Spirit 
indwelling from a different angle. Without further ado, let us open our study with the problem. 
 

THE PROBLEM 
 
The following Website provides ample commentaries on Ephesians 5:18.  Although I have not 
read them all, I disagree strongly with the way the text is handled as conditional. 
http://www.preceptaustin.org/ephesians_517-18.htm   
 

THE MOST IMPORTANT 
VERSE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT! 

 
Well known pastor and author Charles Swindoll made this statement... 
 
I don’t know of a more important verse in the New Testament for the Christian than Ephesians 
5:18—honest, no exaggeration. This verse tells the believer how to live an authentic, 
empowered life: “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with 
the Spirit.” It begins with a negative command: “Don’t get drunk with wine, for that is 
dissipation” (which means excess, existing hopelessly out of control). When you’re drunk 
with alcohol, you lose control. You also lose self-respect and the respect of others. “Don’t get 
drunk.” A positive command follows: “But be filled with the Spirit.”...This is a command, not 
a suggestion. It’s an urgent imperative, not a casual option...“Be filled” is a command, which 
means I play a part in it. For example, I cannot be filled with the Spirit while I have 
unconfessed sin within me. I cannot be filled with the Spirit while at the same time conducting 
my life in the energy of the flesh. I cannot be filled with the Spirit while I am resisting God’s 
will and relying only on myself. I need to be sure that I have taken care of the sins that have 
emerged in my life, that I have not ignored the wrong that I have done before God and to 
others. I need to walk in conscious dependence on the Lord on a daily basis. Many a morning 
I begin my day by sitting on the side of the bed, saying: 
 
This is your day, Lord. I want to be at Your disposal. I have no idea what these next 
twenty-four hours will contain. But before I sip my first cup of coffee, and even before I 
get dressed, I want You to know that from this moment on throughout this day, I’m Yours, 
Lord. Help me to lean on You, to draw strength from You, and to have You fill my mind 
and my thoughts. Take control of my senses so that I am literally filled with Your 
presence and empowered with Your energy. I want to be Your tool, Your vessel today. I 
can’t make it happen. And so I’m saying, Lord, fill me with Your Spirit today. 
 
I challenge you to begin every day with a similar prayer. “Lord, today, enable me to live out 
the authentic Christian life for Your glory.” Customize it with your own details depending on 
what may be the needs of that particular day. (From his book which I highly recommend - 
Embraced by the Spirit: the Untold Blessings of Intimacy with God) 
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THE MOST IMPORTANT 
DOCTRINE of THE SPIRITUAL LIFE 

 
Respected Pastor Ray Pritchard wrote that  
 
the filling of the Spirit is the most important doctrine of the spiritual life. It is foundational to 
everything else. There is nothing we need more. Here is my definition of the filling of the 
Spirit: It is that state in which the Holy Spirit is free to do all that He came into my life to do. 
In a sense being filled with the Spirit is an impossibility-at least as far as it depends on us. 
Only God's Spirit can fill us. We need two things-emptiness and openness. You can't fill a jar 
that's already full, and you can't fill a jar that is not open. There must be a sense of need-"Lord, 
I'm empty and I need to be filled by Your Spirit." There must be a willingness-"Lord, I'm open 
to You..." The filling of the Spirit is really as simple as that. As long as we are conscious of our 
need and as long as we are willing to yield to the Lord, we can be filled with the Lord all day 
long. This power is available to us all day long. (Ephesians 5:18: Filled with the Holy Spirit?) 
(See also his sermon - Ephesians 5:18 How Can I be Filled With the Holy Spirit?) 
 
John MacArthur echoes the importance of this doctrine writing that... 
 
If we do not obey this command, we cannot obey any other—simply because we cannot do 
any of God’s will apart from God’s Spirit. Outside of the command for unbelievers to trust in 
Christ for salvation, there is no more practical and necessary command in Scripture than the 
one for believers to be filled with the Spirit. (MacArthur, J: Ephesians. Chicago: Moody Press) 
(Bolding added) 
 
Comment: The implication of MacArthur's statement is that every time we encounter an 
imperative in the New Testament, in a sense we are confronted with our desperate need for 
the Holy Spirit's enabling power to carry out that commandment! There are more than 1500 
commands (imperatives) in the New Testament, so we will have many opportunities to learn 
to depend on the Spirit's filling and empowering! How are you doing with this ongoing 
"exercise?" E.g., men, Paul commands "Husbands, love (present active imperative) your 
wives!" (Eph 5:25) Try to do that in your own, innate, natural power! You simply can't do it! 
(I speak from much experience! ...and many failures!) If Paul's command were not enough to 
convince us of our constant need for the Spirit's filling, he adds "just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself up for her!" And so clearly Paul calls us to... 
 

Die to self.  
Depend on the Spirit. 

 
After noting the problem, I then sought to place Ephesians in its historical context by noting 
the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts.  I began by considering an outline of the 
Book of Acts based on the idea that Pentecost is the fulfillment of Garden promises. 
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AN OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ACTS AND THE FULFILLMENT OF THE GARDEN  

 

The Returning of the Shekinah Glory into His Every Expanding Temple for the Joy of All People 
Revised 4.15.2014 

The Apostle Peter to the Jews 
(Acts 1-12) 

The Apostle Paul to the Gentiles 
(Acts 13-28) 

Jerusalem 
(Acts 1-7) 

Judea & Samaria 
(Acts 8-12) 

To the Remotest Part of the Earth 
(Acts 13-28) 

The Promise (1:1-8) 
Matthias (1:9-26) 
Pentecost (2) 
Peter & John 
(3 & 4) 
Ananais & Sapphira 
(5:1-16) 
Peter in prison (5:17-
42) 
The 7 chosen (6) 
Stephen’s trial (7) 
 

Philip in Samaria 
(8:1-24) 
Ethiopian Eunuch 
(8:25-40) 
Saul’s conversion 
(9) 
Peter & Cornelius 
(10) 
Peter reports at 
Jerusalem (11) 
Peter in prison (12) 

The First Missionary Journey 13:1-  14:28 
 

Galatians @ 48/49 AD Just after an initial journey but before Acts 
15 
 

The Jerusalem Council 15:1-35 
 

The Second Missionary Journey 15:36-18:22 
 

The Third Missionary Journey 18:23-21:16 
 

1 Corinthians @54 AD 
2 Corinthians @55 AD 
Romans 
 

Paul Under Civil Authority 21:17-28:31 
 

First Imprisonment 
Acts 21:27-28:31 @56 AD 
 

Ephesians 
Colossians 
Philemon 
Philippians @61 AD 
 

Released 
1 Timothy  @62 AD 
Titus @62 AD 

 

Second Imprisonment 
2 Timothy @63 AD 

 

In response to this thought as noted in Ephesians 5:18, I have chosen to look at the Holy Spirit 

in the Book of Acts and then the various spin offs from the study.  The study is very much a 

brush pile of information.  However, it should prove profitable. 

“All the Earth will be filled with the glory of the LORD” 

Jerusalem Samaria Caesarea – Gentiles Ephesus Rome 

Acts 2 Acts 8:14-17 Acts 10; 11:15-18 Acts 19:1-7 Acts 28:30, 31 
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The Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts 
 

The Book of Acts traces the expansion of God’s “Garden” and glory throughout the earth.  It is 

the fulfillment of His original design and intent. 

 

Acts moves from Jerusalem (1-8:3) through Judea and Samaria (8:5-12:24) to the uttermost 

regions of the world (12:25-Acts 28).  The intent is to show how the Shekinah glory once more 

filled the Temple and as an ever-expanding entity filled the world.  The Holy Spirit fills His 

believing community and moves from Jerusalem (Acts 2) through Samaria (Acts 8:14, 15) to the 

uttermost regions of the world (Acts 19:1-7).  This filling is the ever-expanding event of Acts 2 

promised by the prophet Joel. 

 

I. The Holy Spirit will clothe/baptize the people of God 

 

Luke 24:44 Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still 

with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and 

the Psalms must be fulfilled." 45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 

and He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the 

dead the third day, 47 and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His 

name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 "You are witnesses of these things. 49 "And 

behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city 

until you are clothed with power from on high." 50 ¶ And He led them out as far as Bethany, 

and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. 51 While He was blessing them, He parted from 

them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they, after worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple praising God. 

 

Ac 1:5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 

days from now." 

 

Ac 1:8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of 

the earth." 

 

II. The consequence of the Holy Spirit filling the Temple will be the earth covered with 

the knowledge of His glory.  This is what Isaiah 11:9 and Hab. 2:16 promised. 

 

Ac 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as 

the Spirit was giving them utterance. 

 

Ac 2:17 'AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,' God says, 'THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF 

MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL 
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PROPHESY, AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL 

DREAM DREAMS; Ac 2:18 EVEN ON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, I WILL 

IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT And they shall prophesy. 

 

Ac 2:33 "Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the 

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. 

 

III. Receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is the result of believing/baptizing. 

 

Ac 2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Should we assume the Holy Spirit was not filling Peter prior to this moment?  Or is the text 

making a statement of fact? 

 

Ac 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers and elders of the people, 

 

Ac 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, 

and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness. 

 

Is this filling different from the filling of Acts 2? 

 

Ac 6:3 "Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the 

Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. 

Ac 6:5 The statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a 

man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and 

Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 

Ac 7:55 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, 

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; 

 

Should we assume Stephen was full of the Spirit and others were not? 

 

PETER AND JOHN IN SAMARIA [ACTS 8:14] 
 

Ac 8:14 ¶ Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of 

God, they sent them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might 

receive the Holy Spirit. Ac 8:17 Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were 

receiving the Holy Spirit. Ac 8:18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through 

the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money,  Ac 8:19 saying, "Give this authority 

to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 
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Peter and John bring Pentecost to the churches of Samaria.  Pentecost goes to/through the 

region/churches of Samaria. 

 

Ac 9:17 So Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, 

"Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has 

sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 

 

PETER AND CORNELIUS [ACTS 10, 11] 
 

Ac 10:44 ¶ While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who 

were listening to the message.  Ac 10:45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter 

were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.  Ac 

10:47 "Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy 

Spirit just as we did, can he?" 

 

Earlier water baptism preceded Spirit filling.  Here, filling precedes water baptism. 

 

 Ac 11:12 "The Spirit told me to go with them without misgivings. These six brethren also went 

with me and we entered the man's house.  Ac 11:15 "And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 

fell upon them just as He did upon us at the beginning.  Ac 11:16 "And I remembered the word 

of the Lord, how He used to say, 'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.' 

 

Peter brings Pentecost to the Gentiles.  This is the ever expanding glory of God throughout the 

entire earth.  It is throughout Judea (11:1). 

 

Acts documents a series of Pentecost moments.  It is the fulfilling of Garden intent.  

 

Ac 11:24 for he was a good man [Barnabas], and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And 

considerable numbers were brought to the Lord. 

 Ac 11:28 One of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there 

would certainly be a great famine all over the world. And this took place in the reign of Claudius. 

 Ac 13:2 While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for 

Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 

 Ac 13:4 ¶ So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there they 

sailed to Cyprus. 

 Ac 13:9 But Saul, who was also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze on him, 

 Ac 13:52 And the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Council held at Jerusalem in Acts 15 is a confirmation of the Gentiles experiencing Pentecost. 
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Ac 15:8 "And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as 

He also did to us; 

 

Gentiles also enjoy Pentecost filling. 

 

Ac 18:25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he 

was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with 

the baptism of John; 

 

Pentecost goes to/through the region/churches of Asia Minor/the uttermost regions. 

 

Acts 19:1 ¶ It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper 

country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. 2 He said to them, "Did you receive 

the Holy Spirit when you believed?" And they said to him, "No, we have not even heard whether 

there is a Holy Spirit." 3 And he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" And they said, "Into 

John's baptism." 4 Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people 

to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus." 5 When they heard this, they 

were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, 

the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. 7 There 

were in all about twelve men. 

 

The uniqueness of Spirit’s presence is in the role of the Shekinah glory filling the Temple.   

 

Should we not read Ephesians 5:18 in light of this narrative?  I would read the Apollos account 

in Acts 18 as concurrent with the events of Acts 19.  Both Apollos and the 12 men (19:7) knew of 

John, were disciples, but were unaware of the Holy Spirit and were fuzzy about Jesus. 

 

Both Apollos and the twelve disciples were baptized in Jesus’ name and received the Holy Spirit. 

 

FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT 
 

The Spirit’s filling is a sign of fulfillment.  Those who are filled are controlled by the Holy Spirit.  

This type of control/filling is also attributed to other things than the Holy Spirit. 

 

Ac 2:2 And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled 

the whole house where they were sitting.  Ac 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance. 

 

Ac 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers and elders of the people, 

Ac 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, 

and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness. 
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Ac 9:17 So Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, 

"Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has 

sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 

Ac 13:9 But Saul, who was also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze on 

him, 

Ac 13:52 And the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

Ac 3:10 and they were taking note of him as being the one who used to sit at the Beautiful Gate 

of the temple to beg alms, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had 

happened to him. 

Ac 5:3 But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to 

keep back some of the price of the land? 

Ac 5:17 ¶ But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the 

Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy. 

Ac 5:28 saying, "We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you 

have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man's blood upon us." 

Ac 13:45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began 

contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming. 

Ac 19:28 When they heard this and were filled with rage, they began crying out, saying, "Great 

is Artemis of the Ephesians!" 

Ac 19:29 The city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed with one accord into the 

theater, dragging along Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul's traveling companions from Macedonia. 

 

Ac 6:3 "Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the 

Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. 

 Ac 6:5 The statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a 

man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and 

Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 

 Ac 6:8 ¶ And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among 

the people. 

 Ac 7:55 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of 

God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; 

 Ac 11:24 for he was a good man [Barnabas], and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And 

considerable numbers were brought to the Lord. 

 

Just as they are full of the Holy Spirit, others are filled with deceit and fraud (Acts 13:10) and a 

city full of idolatry (Acts 17:16). 

 

FILLING IN EPHESIANS [pleroo] 
 

Eph 1:23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
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The presence of God FILLS the Temple of God [Ezekiel 44:4; Jere. 23:24] 

 

Eph 3:19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with 

all the fulness of God. 

 

They are already, but not yet filled with all the fullness of God.  Thus the prayer. 

 

Eph 4:10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he 

might fill all things.)  

 

Again, the filling has been inaugurated but not yet completed.  The not yet aspect of the filling 

is seen as the church continues to expand and encompass the globe even as the waters cover the 

sea.  “While Christ ‘fills all things in that his rule as Lord is cosmic in scope, his presence resides 

uniquely in the church (1:23; 4:10-13).  God has created the church to be his new temple, the 

place on earth where he dwells ‘by the Spirit’ (2:22).”1 

 

Eph 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

 

“In Ephesians 5:18 we are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit. In the context of Ephesians, it seems that 

the Holy Spirit is the filler. I am normally the one who makes the coffee in our house. There are specific things that 

I must do to make coffee. One of those things is to place the coffee filter into the coffee maker and then I fill the 

coffee filter “with” a plastic scoop “with” ground coffee. To fill a coffee filter “with” a plastic scoop is a much 

different meaning than to fill a coffee filter “with” ground coffee. Ephesians 5:18 seems to be indicating that the 

Holy Spirit is the means, “the plastic scoop”, by which we are filled. Now this is a subject for a different sermon 

but if you want to know with what the Holy Spirit fills us, Ephesians 3:19 indicates that it is the fullness of God 

with which the Holy Spirit fills us.”2 

 

“In other words, he is praying that the church would grow in maturity (the not yet) and be 

empowered by God to live out its identity as the dwelling place of God by his Spirit (the 

already).  Further, in 4:7-16, Paul notes that God has gifted his church with all manner of gifts 

so that the church might grow into a ‘mature man,’ unto the measure of the ‘the fullness of Christ 

(4:13).”3 

 

COME UPON 
 

Ac 1:8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of 

the earth." 

 Ac 4:33 And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. 

Ac 8:16 For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the 

name of the Lord Jesus. 
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Ac 10:44 ¶ While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who 

were listening to the message. 

 Ac 11:15 "And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did upon us at 

the beginning. 

Ac 19:6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 

began speaking with tongues and prophesying. 

 

BAPTISM/BAPTIZED 
 

Water baptism was of John.  John’s baptism was not Spirit baptism.  Spirit baptism is tied to the 

Shekinah glory filling the Temple.  Water baptism often preceded Spirit indwelling, but not 

always. 

 

Ac 1:5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 

many days hence. 

Ac 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  41 Then 

they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto 

them about three thousand souls. 

 

Faith in Jesus led to water baptism. 

 

 Ac 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, 

and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Then Simon himself 

believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding 

the miracles and signs which were done. 

 

Some believed, were baptized, but as of yet did not have the baptism of the Holy Spirit (v. 17).  

This narrative is historical, but not normative.  It desires to show how the Shekinah glory is 

filling the ever-expanding Temple until the earth is covered with the knowledge of His glory for 

the joy of all nations. 

 

 Ac 8:16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus.) 

 

The Ethiopian believed and was baptized (Acts 8:26ff). 

 

After Paul believed he was baptized (Acts 9:18; 22:16). 

 

Baptism follows faith in Christ, but also Spirit baptism in Acts 10:47, 48. 
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Ac 10:47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the 

Holy Ghost as well as we?  48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 

Then prayed they him to tarry certain days. 

Ac 11:16 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with 

water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 

 

Something is going on bigger than the idea of filling and baptism. 

 

Lydia believed and was baptized. 

 

Ac 16:15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained 

us. 

 

• The Philippian jailor believed and was baptized. 

 

Ac 16:33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was 

baptized, he and all his, straightway. 

 

• Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed and was baptized. 

 

 Ac 18:8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; 

and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. 

 

Apollos in Acts 18:24-28 knew only of John’s baptism.  We should rightly assume whatever 

happens in Ephesus and what happens with Apollos is the same. 

 

Ac 19:3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's 

baptism.  4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 

people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 

When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

 

Paul in Ephesus is different than in Acts 16-18.  In Acts 16-18, it is pretty straightforward.  Believe 

in Jesus and be baptized.  Here, in Acts 19, the disciples had not been baptized in Jesus name 

and thus had not received the Spirit.  Ephesus is more Pentecostal much like Acts 10 and Acts 2. 

 

John’s baptism was a shadow of one to come.  It was not the substance, but one of preparation.  

His shadow pointed, it did not provide.  Those who followed John would follow Jesus for John 

pointed to Jesus (John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:7). 

 



13 

 

Ac 1:22 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, 

must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. 

Ac 10:37 That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began 

from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; 

Ac 13:24 When John had first preached before his coming the baptism of repentance to all the 

people of Israel. 

Ac 18:25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake 

and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. 

Ac 19:3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's 

baptism.  4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto 

the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 

 

The Holy Spirit in the Book of Ephesians 
 

The coming of the Shekinah glory seals the Temple (Eph. 1:13; 4:30).4  His presence causes the 

place to be the dwelling of God (Eph. 2:22).  He is the One who creates the Temple, unifies the 

Temple (Eph. 4:3, 4).  Without Him, there is no dwelling place and an inevitable consequence of 

His work is unity. The end of His work is the filling up of all things (Eph. 4:10).  He is the agent 

whereby the glory of God goes global.  The language of promise in Ephesians 1:13 is the same 

used by Luke in Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:8; 2:33. 

 

Because the Spirit is God among His people and dwells in the Temple, often what is noted as 

individual is to be read corporately.  Thus, “The command in 5:18, them, has in view the 

corporate community of the church, rather than the private conduct of individual Christians.”5 

 

A ministry of the Holy Spirit is to illuminate understanding so that His people might know Him 

(Eph. 1:17).  The Spirit of God uses the Word of God to illuminate (Eph. 6:17).  It is His sword.  

This is what He does (Eph. 3:5, 16).  He works to make known in and through the people of God 

the glory of God.  The unbelieving have the spirit of the prince of the power of the air working 

in them (Eph. 2:2) just as the Holy Spirit works to open (Eph. 2:18) so also the evil spirit works 

to close. 

 

When we isolate ourselves and run counter to the unity of the Church/Temple, we “grieve” the 

work the Holy Spirit accomplished (Eph. 4:30).  We are running counter to unity.  The sealing 

guarantees unity.  The invitation is for His people not to work against this.  Such work is 

egregious.  It grieves the Holy Spirit for it runs in contrast to His work.   

 

The filling of Ephesians 5:18 is no different than the sealing of Ephesians 1:13.  The Temple is 

filled and sealed and unified.  Believe it; live it.  When you act as if this is not true, you are 

grieving the work the Spirit accomplished. 
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Seeing ourselves as the Temple filled with the Spirit enables us to pray at all times in the Spirit 

(Eph. 6:18). 

 

If we take all of Ephesians and plop it into the Book of Acts chapter 19, perhaps we would read 

the Letter differently.   

 

1 Journal: Tyndale Bulletin, Volume: TYNBUL 53:2 (NA 2002), Article: Being The Fullness Of God In Christ By 
The Spirit: Ephesians 5:18 In Its Epistolary Setting, Author: Timothy G. Gombis. 
2 http://roberttalley.wordpress.com/2010/01/03/the-filling-with-the-spirit-as-seen-in-the-book-of-acts/ See also 
Journal: Tyndale Bulletin, Volume: TYNBUL 53:2 (NA 2002), Article: Being The Fullness Of God In Christ By The 
Spirit: Ephesians 5:18 In Its Epistolary Setting, Author: Timothy G. Gombis, “While this leaves the content of the 
filling undefined, the uses fo the ‘fullness’ language throughout Ephesians determine the content in 5:18.  From 
the passages reviewed above, it is clear that in 5:18 the content is the fullness of God in Christ (by the Spirit).” 
3 Journal: Tyndale Bulletin, Volume: TYNBUL 53:2 (NA 2002), Article: Being The Fullness Of God In Christ By 
The Spirit: Ephesians 5:18 In Its Epistolary Setting, Author: Timothy G. Gombis. 
4 The word “seal” [sphragizo] is used in 17 verses.  Eleven of the occurrences are by John.  Second Corinthians 

1:22 appears to use the word in the same way as does Ephesians 1:13 and 4:30. 

2 Cor. 1:21 “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, 22 who also sealed us and 

gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.” 
5 Journal: Tyndale Bulletin, Volume: TYNBUL 53:2 (NA 2002), Article: Being The Fullness Of God In Christ By 
The Spirit: Ephesians 5:18 In Its Epistolary Setting, Author: Timothy G. Gombis. 

                                                           


