
The Book of Colossians 

Opening Greeting (1:1, 2 [I.e. top]) 

 

 Thanksgiving and Prayer (1:3-14) 

 

  The Preeminence of Christ (1:15-23 [I.e. Jesus is ENOUGH) 

 

 Because Jesus is who He is and did what He did, His people are complete in Him. 

 

  The Ministry of Paul (1:24-2:3 [v. 28 “We proclaim Him”]) 

 

 Jesus is the contents of Paul’s proclamation. His proclamation has two prongs. 

 

   First, Warning (2:4-23 [v. 28a]) 

 

 Paul warns his audience of four things. 

 Q1 – Why is Paul warning his audience against these four threats? 

 A1 – Because there are those teaching that something more is necessary for “Christian 

Maturity, Fullness, or Completeness.” 

 Q2 – What do you need that you do not already have in Christ? 

 A2 – Nothing! Jesus + Nothing = Everything 

 Q3 – What hope do we have in this life and in the life to come apart from Christ? 

 A3 – Nothing! Everything – Jesus = Nothing 

 

a. Let no one delude you (2:4) 

 

b. Let no one take you captive (2:8) 

 

c. Let no one pass judgment on you (2:16) 

 

d. Let no one disqualify you (2:18) 

 

   Second, Teaching (3:1-4:1 [v. 28b]) 

 

 Paul teaches his audience one thing with two sides. 

 

    You have been raised with Christ, therefore, (3:1-4) 

 

     Put off / put to death the old man / self12- (3:5-11) 

 

     Put on the new man / self (3:12-17) 

 

  



What this looks like the HOUSEHOLD. 

 

 Thanksgiving and Prayer (4:2-6) 

 

Closing Greeting (4:7-18 [I.e. tail]) 

 

EMPHASIS \ A.I.M. [Purpose or Theme]  

1. Colossians sets forward the preeminence of Christ. Jesus is enough to complete or perfect His people. By 

preaching the preeminence of Christ, we warn against the deceivers and teach the disciples. 

2. A healthy Christology warns against the deceivers and teaches the disciples.  

3. It is only by preaching HIM that Christian maturing | maturity takes place. 

4. We enter into this perfection or enjoy this perfection by believing Jesus is enough in this life and in the 

life to come. This “resting \ trusting” shows itself by a putting off and putting on action.  

5. It is only as we rest in His sufficiency that we have hope in the present and for the future. 


