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Learning to Live in His Story 

 

  

Learning to Live in His Story 
(Pss. 115:3; 135:6) 

 
But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases (Ps. 115:3). 

 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 

 
 
Before beginning, let us note a word of caution, there is an understanding of living 
triumphantly that is impossibly contorted. We think of triumph and victory as “winning” 
and something free from pain, discomfort, or struggle. However, this is not the biblical 
understanding of such a thing.   Problems are a part of every relationship.  If we have no 
relational problems in our marriages, then one of you is not necessary or one of you is a 
corpse.  Life is problematic and marriage is no exception. The “key” is to understand how 
the vertical controls the horizontal and not the other way around. There is nothing any 
Christian can do to undo what God has done. No Christian need ever worry about their 
standing before the Father. The person and work of Jesus Christ forever settles our 
relationship before the Father. Our “issues” are all horizontal. How do we live His victory 
by resting in His finished work? Such rest is possible as we consider the following ten 
truths. 
 

od is in control of the details. 
 
But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases (Ps. 115:3). 

 
Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, in heaven and in earth, in the seas 
and in all deeps (Ps. 135:6). 

 
Know God is in control.1  This forms the 
ultimate bedrock truth on which all of life 
revolves.  The “problems” we face are part of 
God’s One Story and He has written into the 
Story our life.  He writes the Story and has 
written into the Story both transgression and 
condemnation.  Fortunately, He also includes 
redemption. 
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Although we might struggle over God’s involvement in the details of our lives, it is 
encouraging to realize He is intimately and personally involved in every area of life.  
There is no part of life that God has not woven into something bigger and more beautiful.  
Often His involvement is providential through secondary causation.  Secondary 
causation simply means He acts indirectly and in ways that are almost imperceptible to 
the human eye and logic.  Often with secondary causation, He uses natural means to 
accomplish His purposes.  No matter what, we must see God above all things.  Think of 
Isaiah 6.  It was in the year King Uzziah died that Isaiah saw the Lord “high and lifted 
up.” 
 
When surrounded by terrible times we must not allow ourselves to focus on the 
circumstances.  We cannot change our circumstances, but we can have rest and peace 
when we learn to focus on Him. 
 

here is a purpose behind all the details that make up an individual life (Rom. 
8:28). 
 
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose (Rom. 
8:28). 
 
In this you greatly rejoice, even though now, for a little while, if necessary, 

you have been distressed by various 
trials (1 Pet. 1:6) 
 

Because God is in control, the events of life are 
part of His Story (Gen. 50:20; Rom. 8:28).  
Never think that somehow the events of life 
and the choices made are isolated or 
unconnected.2  Life is a continuous chain 
from start to finish and the various events 
within it are the individual links.  
 

Because God is in control of each individual life, there 
are no wasted moments or events.  God is working in us and through us His 

perfect will.  This includes the heartaches and the sorrows.  Do not be deceived into 
thinking otherwise. 
 
“History is a Story written by the finger of God.” [C.S. Lewis]3  
 

ife is problematic (Rom. 3:23; 6:23). 
 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 
(Rom. 3:23). 
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For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord (Rom. 6:23). 

 

As long as we are abiding in our flesh, we will have woe.  Failure, however, is not fatal.  
Do not focus on what appears to be the problem.   Chances are what you think is the 
problem is a fruit and not the root.  It is foolish for us to think life will ever be problem 
free.  No matter whom we are, how much we possess, or where we currently live; if we 
cannot be happy with who we are in Christ and what we have in Him, then nothing 
this side of heaven will give us rest. 
 

od never makes a mistake or has an accident.  
 
We are not mistakes.4  We are not accidents.  

Our choices have consequences.  The consequences 
can be immediate and far-reaching, yet somehow God 
is working all things out for His glory and our good 
(Rom. 8:28). 
 

And we know that God causes all things to work together 
for good to those who love God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose (Rom. 8:28). 
 

What we might deem as a “waste” God is using to manifest His glory and grace in us and 
through us to those around us.   
 

erspective is everything. 
 
If we focus on our spouse or ourselves, we have missed it by the proverbial mile.  

If we see God as being in control and we keep our eyes on Jesus, then our problem 
becomes an opportunity for grace to be seen (Heb. 12:1, 2).  Listen to the following 
observation by Michael Wells in his work, Sidetracked in the Wilderness: 
 

The enemy would never have us fighting the battle where the front lines 
actually exist; he will always bring something to our attention that has 
nothing to do with the real issue.5  
 
There is another problem with not fighting the battle on the proper line:  We 
can unknowingly aid the enemy in his work to destroy other believers.  
When someone is acting in a way that is unpleasing to the Lord, and we 
continue to bring it to his attention, what are we doing?  We intensify the 
problem by helping the enemy place the person’s eyes on something other 
than the solution.  If we want a loving husband, a loving wife, an obedient 
child, honest employees, a respectful employer, a faithful friend, a spiritual 
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pastor, what must be done?  The only hope that we have is to place their 
eyes on the Savior who can deliver them from vexing behavior.  None will 
find deliverance anywhere else [except] in Christ.6 

 
It is only as we focus on Him that we can have contentment in the midst of our most 
grueling trial.  Often in relationships we want something other than what we have, yet 
what we have is what God wants us to have.  What we want is not something we will 
have this side of heaven.  Again, it is a matter of perspective.  How do you view the 
problem? 
 

od’s grace is always sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9), and He will always provide a way 
of escape (1 Cor. 10:13). 
 

And He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 
perfected in weakness.’ Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me (2 Cor. 12:9). 

 
No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God 
is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, 
but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you 
will be able to endure it (1 Cor. 10:13). 

 
Do not ever think that what we face is the end.  Our life and its circumstances are points 
in a line leading us to God.  Discouragement, despair, and depression are different points 
on the same line.  We must not allow ourselves to dwell there. 
 

eclare your dependency on Him through prayer (Mark 9:24).7 
 
But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 

‘Lord, save me!’ (Matt. 14:30). 
 
Immediately the boy's father cried out and said, "I do believe; help my unbelief" 
(Mark 9:24). 

 
Prayer is not an act of discipline as much as a declaration of our dependency on Him.  
Prayer says, “God, I need you.”  God has chosen to work through prayer in the 
accomplishing of His will.  Lean heavily on Him through this channel of grace. 
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ead His Word (Ps. 119:11).  
 
Your word I have treasured in my heart, That I 
may not sin against You (Ps. 119:11). 

 

God’s mind and perspective is clearly stated in and 
through His Word.8  God gives wisdom freely, but we 
have to read His Word in order to hear His voice.   
 

e thankful for who He is, for what He has done, for what you have, for who you 
are, and for where you are at. 
 

…always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to God, even the Father (Eph. 5:20). 
 
…in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus (1 
Thess. 5:18). 

 
Ephesians 5:20 and 1 Thessalonians 5:18 reveal 
to us and through us the fruit of gratitude.  If 
we choose not to be thankful, we will become 
bitter, angry and critical.  What is true for us is 
equally true for the other individual. 
 

here is always hope, healing, and 
wholeness in the finished work of 
Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 2:14).9 

 
But thanks be to God, who always leads 
us in triumph in Christ, and manifests 
through us the sweet aroma of the 
knowledge of Him in every place (2 Cor. 
2:14). 

 
Never believe the devil’s lie that all hope is lost.  There is always an end to every trial 
encountered. 

 
ONCLUSION10 

 
Do not view these ten truths as a “magic formula” or a kind of “good luck charm.”  

They are simple truths God wants us to know.  Learn to rest in what you know to be true.  
Do not allow your experiences to shape your theology.  Interpret your circumstances by 
your theology.  Remember, Jesus Christ is enough. 
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CURRICULUM.  Both resources enable personal prayer and Bible reading. 
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