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•The biblical text is the “meat 
and potatoes” of any study.

•The historical context are the 
various “herbs and spices” that 
flavor the meal.
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•The purpose of the “herbs and 
spices” are to enhance the 
meal and bring out the flavors 

of the meal.  
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• If one is not careful, the “spicing”

can cover the original meal so 

significantly as to never know 

what the meal really was.

• It is for this reason we hold to the 

supernatural means of revelation, 

inspiration and preservation of this 

text. 3

•The biblical text always 
“trumps” historical 
interpretation based on biased 

presupposition.  The BIBLE 
always wins.
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“Looking at the Gospel of Matthew

in its Historical Setting”

The Gospel

of Matthew

Historical

Setting
(2nd Temple Judaism)

Biblical

Exposition
(Biblical Theology)
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• Mt 5:17 ¶ "Do not think that I 
came to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I did not come to 
abolish but to fulfill. 18 "For truly I 

say to you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not the 
smallest letter or stroke shall pass 
from the Law until all is 
accomplished.
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• Mt 4:5 Then the devil *took Him into the holy 
city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the 
temple,

•Mt 12:6 "But I say to you that something 
greater than the temple is here.

• Mt 9:18 ¶ While He was saying these things to 
them, a synagogue official came and bowed 

down before Him, and said, "My daughter has 
just died; but come and lay Your hand on her, 
and she will live."

• Mt 12:9 Departing from there, He went into 
their synagogue.
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• Mt 8:19 Then a scribe came and said to 
Him, "Teacher, I will follow You wherever 

You go."

• Mt 9:11 When the Pharisees saw this, they 
said to His disciples, "Why is your Teacher

eating with the tax collectors and sinners?“

• Mt 26:25 And Judas, who was betraying 
Him, said, "Surely it is not I, Rabbi?" Jesus 
*said to him, "You have said it yourself."

• Mt 26:49 Immediately Judas went to Jesus 

and said, "Hail, Rabbi!" and kissed Him.
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• Mt 13:2 And large crowds gathered to 
Him, so He got into a boat and sat 

down, and the whole crowd was 
standing on the beach.

•Mt 15:33 The disciples *said to Him, 
"Where would we get so many loaves in 

this desolate place to satisfy such a 
large crowd?"

• Mt 20:29 ¶ As they were leaving 

Jericho, a large crowd followed Him.
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•Matthew 2:15 – This was to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
"Out of Egypt I have called my son.
– "Hosea 11:1 – "When Israel was a child, I loved 
him, and out of Egypt I called my son.“

•Matthew 4:4 – [Jesus to the devil]: "It is written, 
'One does not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.' 
– "Deuteronomy 8:3 – "He humbled you by letting 
you hunger, then by feeding you with manna, 
with which neither you nor your ancestors were 
acquainted, in order to make you understand 
that one does not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes from the mouth of the 
LORD."
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•Mt 24:24 "For false 
Christs and false 
prophets will arise and 
will show great signs 
and wonders, so as to 
mislead, if possible, 
even the elect.

•1Jo 2:18 ¶ Children, it 
is the last hour; and just 
as you heard that 
antichrist is coming, 
even now many 
antichrists have 
appeared; from this we 
know that it is the last 
hour. 22

• Mt 1:23 "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE 
WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, 

AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME 
IMMANUEL," which translated means, 

"GOD WITH US."

• Mt 1:25 but kept her a virgin until she 

gave birth to a Son; and he called His 
name Jesus.

• Mt 3:17 and behold, a voice out of the 

heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well-pleased."
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• Mt 3:5 Then Jerusalem was going out to him, 

and all Judea and all the district around the 
Jordan;

• Mt 15:1 ¶ Then some Pharisees and scribes 
*came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said,

• Mt 16:21 ¶ From that time Jesus began to 
show His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the 

elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and be raised up on the third day.

• Mt 21:10 When He had entered Jerusalem, 
all the city was stirred, saying, "Who is this?"
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• Mt 3:7 ¶ But when he saw many of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, "You brood of 
vipers, who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come?

• Mt 9:34 But the Pharisees were saying, "He 
casts out the demons by the ruler of the 
demons."

• Mt 12:14 ¶ But the Pharisees went out and 
conspired against Him, as to how they might 
destroy Him.

• Mt 15:12 Then the disciples *came and *said 
to Him, "Do You know that the Pharisees
were offended when they heard this 
statement?" 27

• Introduction: Infancy Narrative: Chapters 1–2
– Narrative: 3–4

• First Discourse: "Sermon on the Mount": 5–7

– Narrative: 8–9
• Second Discourse: "Missionary Instructions": 10

– Narrative: 11–12
• Third Discourse: "Collection of Parables": 13

– Narrative: 14–17
• Fourth Discourse: "Community Instructions": 18

– Narrative: 19–22
• Fifth Discourse: "Sermon on Eschatology": 23–25

• Conclusion: Passion & Resurrection 
Narrative: 26–28
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•Matthew 1:21 "She will bear a Son; and 

you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 

save His people from their sins."

•22 Now all this took place to fulfill what 
was spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet:

•23 "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH 
CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND 

THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," 
which translated means, "GOD WITH US."
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