The Minor Prophets – The Books of Micah

51

QUICK FACTS
AMOS

HOSEA

MICAH

Preached to Israel @
Preached to Israel
Preached to Judah
760BC
@760BC
@735 BC
Both Israel in the North and Judah in the South were Militarily Secure and
Economically Prosperous.
Their economic prosperity was built off the exploitation of the less
empowered.
Israel’s destruction is
Israel’s destruction is
Ministered during the
only @ 40 years away. only @ 40 years away.
Destruction of Israel.
“Worked the soil”
Highly Educated
“Simple” Villager
Highly Educated
Assyria
Assyria
Babylon

From Judah

Hosea was the
Younger Contemporary
younger, and continued
of Isaiah
his work after Amos
was gone.
Hosea was at the tail
end of Amos.
Only writing prophet
From Judah
from Israel
Last prophet to write
before Israel dispersed
Comparatively long
ministry of 40-50 years
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WHERE ARE WE?
It is only about 200
miles (322
kilometers) long
and about 50 miles
(80 kilometers)
wide.

WHERE ARE WE?

[20 East of Gath]
[20 West of Jerusalem]

[Jonah in Gath Hepher is about
@87 Miles North of Jerusalem]
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EMPIRES OVER ISRAEL
Dan. 2, 7, 8 [1st / 2nd Deportation]
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ASSYRIA
Gen.

Num.

2 Kings

Ezra

Neh.

Ps.

Isaiah

Jere.

Lam.
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1/2
Chron.
17
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2

2

1

1

44

4

1

Hosea
9

Micah
4

Nahum
1

Zeph.
1

Zech.
2

2Ki 15:19 And Pul the king of Assyria came against the land: and Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents
of silver, that his hand might be with him to confirm the kingdom in his hand.


Pul, the king of Assyria; This is the first time we hear of Assyria since the days of Nimrod, its
founder, Ge 10:11.

2Ki 15:29 In the days of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, and took Ijon, and
Abelbethmaachah, and Janoah, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali,
and carried them captive to Assyria.
2Ki 16:7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, saying, I am thy servant and thy son:
come up, and save me out of the hand of the king of Syria, and out of the hand of the king of Israel, which
rise up against me. 9 And the king of Assyria hearkened unto him: for the king of Assyria went up against
Damascus, and took it, and carried the people of it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin. 10 ¶ And king Ahaz
went to Damascus to meet Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, and saw an altar that was at Damascus: and
king Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the fashion of the altar, and the pattern of it, according to all the
workmanship thereof.
2Ki 17:3 Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria; and Hoshea became his servant, and gave
him presents. 4 And the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea: for he had sent messengers to So
king of Egypt, and brought no present to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year: therefore the
king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison. 5 Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all
the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three years. 6 In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of
Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor by the
river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.
2Ki 18:9 ¶ And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea
son of Elah king of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria, and besieged it.
2Ki 18:13 Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did Sennacherib king of Assyria come up against
all the fenced cities of Judah, and took them.
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2Ki 19:36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 37 It
came about as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer killed
him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son became king in
his place.
Ezr 4:2 Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us build
with you: for we seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto him since the days of Esarhaddon
king of Assur, which brought us up hither.
Isa 20:1 ¶ In the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod, (when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him,) and
fought against Ashdod, and took it;
Isa 36:1 ¶ Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib king of Assyria
came up against all the defenced cities of Judah, and took them. 2 And the king of Assyria sent
Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood by the conduit
of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field.
Jer 50:17 Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have driven him away: first the king of Assyria hath
devoured him; and last this Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath broken his bones.
Eze 23:23 The Babylonians, and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and all the Assyrians with
them: all of them desirable young men, captains and rulers, great lords and renowned, all of them riding
upon horses.

NINEVEH
Ge 10:11 Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah,
Ge 10:12 And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city.
2Ki 19:36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.
Isa 37:37 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.
Jon 1:2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before
me.
Na 1:1 ¶ The burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.
Zep 2:13 And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh
a desolation, and dry like a wilderness.
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10 FACTS
THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE
By Anirudh - May 21, 2017 https://learnodo-newtonic.com/assyrian-empire-facts
The Assyrian Empire was one of the major kingdoms in ancient Mesopotamia, which is a historical region
situated between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates. Assyria was located in the northern part of
Mesopotamia, roughly corresponding to present day northern Iraq, southeastern Turkey, northeastern
Syria and northwestern Iran.
#1 It is named after the city state Ashur which in turn is named after a deity
Assyria gets its name from its first capital city Assur, or Ashur, located on a plateau above the Tigris River
in Mesopotamia and today a region in Northern Iran.
#2 The earliest recorded king in the Assyrian King List is Tudiya
Assyria reached its zenith during the Neo-Assyrian Empire which saw several powerful rulers including
Adad-nirari II, Shalmaneser III, Tiglath Pileser III, Sargon II, Sennacherib and Ashurbanipal.
#3 Prosperity acquired through trade allowed Assyria to lay the foundation of its empire
After a period of subjugation to Akkadians and Sumerians, Assyria regained its independence in early
21st century BC. In the beginning of 2nd millennium BC, Ashur developed rapidly into a center for trade
with its trade routes leading to the city of Anatolia (modern Turkey). Around 1700 BC, Assyria secured
its borders on all sides and entered into a quiet and peaceful period in its history which lasted for two
and a half centuries.
#4 Vulnerable geographic position made Assyria a military superpower
Geography put Assyria in a vulnerable position with its terrain open to plunder from most sides. This
ultimately made the Assyrian army into an extremely potent force and, by 8th century BC, they
triumphed over most of the powerful Mesopotamian kingdoms to become one of the first superpowers
of the ancient world.
#5 Tiglath-Pileser III built the first professional standing army of the Assyrian Empire
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In 8th century BC, Assyrian general and governor of the city of Nimrud, Pulu, seized the throne in a coup
during a civil war and killed the royal family. He assumed the throne name Tiglath-Pileser III and reigned
from 745 BC to 727 BC. Tiglath-Pileser III is regarded as one of the greatest Assyrian kings. Tiglath-Pileser
III created the first professional standing army of Assyria and made it into the most effective military
force in history up until that time. His famed army would provide a model for future armies in
organization, tactics, training and efficiency. Tiglath-Pileser III is considered one of the most successful
military commanders in world history and he conquered most of the world known to the Assyrians before
his death.
#6 The Assyrian Empire became the largest empire of the world up till that time
Under Sargon II, the Assyrian Empire reached its greatest heights. It was the largest empire of the world
up till that time extending to the Caucasus mountains and Black Sea in the north; encompassing Egypt,
northern Nubia (modern Sudan), Libya and much of the Arabian peninsula in the south; extending into
parts of Ancient Greece and the East Mediterranean in the west; and in the east, stretching into Persia,
Media, Gutium, Parthia, Elam and Mannea (the modern western half of Iran).
#7 Assyrian Empire ended after it was defeated by the Babylonians and the Medes at Harran in 609 BC
Ashurbanipal, who ruled from 668 BC to around 627 BC, is regarded as the last strong king of the Assyrian
Empire. He was the most literate of the Assyrian rulers and is renowned for the vast library he collected
at his palace at Nineveh. Ashurbanipal was also an able warrior and administrator. However, after his
death, the empire began to disintegrate rapidly due to a number of civil wars involving a number of
claimants to the throne. This drained Assyria’s resources and a coalition of the Medes, Persians,
Babylonians and others destroyed the Assyrian capital Nineveh in 612 BC. A general called Ashur-uballit
II was declared king of Assyria. He took assistance of Egypt but in 609 BC, the Babylonians and the Medes
defeated the Assyrian-Egyptian alliance at the decisive battle at Harran. After this defeat, Assyria ceased
to exist as an independent state. Ashur-uballit II proved to be the last king of the Assyrian Empire.
#8 Assyrians are known for ruthless war tactics and brutal treatment of their enemies
The Assyrians used a number of warfare tactics and military advancements to expand their empire. They
used chariots which were drawn by four horses and mounted by four men as a shock weapon to charge
into enemy ranks. The chariots were complemented by trained cavalry units. However, the bulk of the
Assyrian army consisted of infantrymen, usually employed in specific tactical formations. They also
employed siege warfare and used weapons like the battering ram. The Assyrians are known for
terrorizing their enemies as part of psychological warfare. Their army is known for its utter ruthlessness
and brutal treatment of enemies. Assyrians were also perhaps the first to use the practice of deportation
on a large scale removing one enemy population and settling them into another. This not only helped
them manage their subjects according to strategy but also terrorized their enemies and curbed
nationalistic sentiment making rebellions less likely.
#9 Assyrian art is most renowned for elaborate relief carvings with extensive details
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Assyrian art reached its pinnacle during the Neo-Assyrian period when
conquests of their great kings created the wealthiest state Mesopotamia had
seen till then. Assyrian art is primarily concerned with relief carving. Most of
their best known works are huge lamassu guarding entrance ways; and
palace reliefs. A lamassu is an Assyrian protective deity often depicted as
having a human’s head; a body of an ox or a lion; and bird’s wings. Lamassu
figures up to 5 meters high are the largest figures created by Assyrian artists
and spectacular showpieces of their sculpture. The palace reliefs contain
scenes which glorify the king, showing him at war, hunting, and fulfilling other
roles. They also narrate triumphal scenes of sieges, battles and individual combat. The best known
Assyrian reliefs include the renowned Lion Hunt of Ashurbanipal scenes from the North Palace of
Nineveh; and the Lachish reliefs showing a war campaign in Palestine at the South-West Palace of
Sennacherib in Nineveh.
#10 Their achievements include advanced feats of hydraulic engineering and a grand library
In medicine, the Assyrians are known to have kept detailed patient history records; use surgical
procedures; and use crushed adaru-poplar seed (akin to aspirin) to treat patients suffering from
headaches. Assyrians created an imperial communication network known as the “King’s Road” with a
number of road stations. Their communication network relied on messengers mounted on mules. In 690
BC, the Assyrian king Sennacherib ordered the construction of a masonry dam to fulfill the requirement
of water for his capital Nineveh. This masonry dam was constructed on the Atrush river and a 36 mile
long canal provided water to the capital. It was a prodigious feat of hydraulic engineering for its time.
The Royal Library of Ashurbanipal, named after the Assyrian king Ashurbanipal, contains 30,943 clay
tablets including such renowned works as Epic of Gilgamesh. It was one of the largest libraries of the
time and is one of the oldest ones to survive.

The Minor Prophets – The Book of Micah

62

The Minor Prophets – The Book of Micah

63

KING HEZEKIAH
729-687BC
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Hezekiah

Prophets – Hosea, Isaiah, Micah
Hezekiah (meaning God will strengthen) was a king of Judah that appears in the book of 2
Chronicles, chapters 18 to 32, and the book of 2 Kings Chapters 18 to 20. He was one of the few
kings who is compared favorably with David, and is unique for his trust in the Lord: "There was
no one like him among all the kings of Judah, either before him or after him. He held fast to the
LORD and did not cease (stop) to follow him" (NIV).[1]
Hezekiah was the son of Judah's King Ahaz, and is best known for turning his people away from
the sins of his father Ahaz, restoring worship in the temple, and having his life made 15 years
longer.[2]
The Book of 2 Chronicles tells more about Hezekiah than any other king after Solomon, and
suggests that he is a "second Solomon" in his celebration of the Passover, his wealth, his honor,
and his land.
The Revival and the Passover
http://www.vtaide.com/gleanings/Kings-of-Israel/biography_Hezekiah.html
The memory of the success of his grandfather, godly King Jotham, and the unmitigated failures of his evil
father, King Ahaz, drove King Hezekiah to dedicate his career to instituting sweeping revival, more
complete1 than any of the other kings who made similar reforms.
King Ahaz, bent on pagan worship, had also closed the temple of the LORD. Hezekiah's first act as king
was to reopen the temple. This was no small task. Repairs to the deteriorated structure were needed. Pagan
artifacts were in storage there, and had to be removed and destroyed. The priests, once fired and now
having changed careers, had to be recruited and retrained. But everyone took on the work with enthusiasm,
under Hezekiah's skillful management, and the temple was ready to be used for worship in only 16 days.
The temple was opened with a great celebration, sacrifices and music, the king presiding.
When the LORD rescued Israel from slavery in Egypt centuries earlier, he had instructed the population to
commemorate the rescue annually by celebrating the Passover in a national meeting at Jerusalem.
However, Passover was only celebrated occasionally and half-heartedly. Hezekiah was determined to
follow the LORD's instructions completely.
He had come to office just two weeks before Passover, and since it took more than two weeks to prepare
the temple, it was not possible to observe Passover on schedule. But Hezekiah didn't want to lose the
momentum of the revival by waiting till next year. There was an ancient law2 that someone who was unable

The Minor Prophets – The Book of Micah

64

to celebrate Passover at the usual time should celebrate it a month late. Hezekiah and his staff decided to
invoke this law on behalf of the entire nation.
Since Passover was to be celebrated by all Israelites, Hezekiah sent invitations to every town in his own
kingdom of Judah, and also in neighboring Israel. This forage into Israel was a crucial last-minute attempt
by the LORD to secure their repentance, for Israel, long committed to evil, was destroyed just three years
later. Only a few people of Israel came.
However, the people of Judah flocked to Jerusalem en masse, under the command of the charismatic
Hezekiah. In preparation, the population cleared the entire city of its places of idol worship. The Passover
lamb was sacrificed, the week-long Feast of Unleavened Bread observed, and the public celebrated so
intensely that they refused to quit, extending the festival for an extra week. The LORD showed his support
by forgiving, at Hezekiah's request, some protocol violations committed by people who were wholehearted but uninformed, having never celebrated a Passover before.
After the Passover, King Hezekiah sent the population home with instructions to comb the land, destroying
all the pagan shrines, and also the local shrines built for the LORD, for the LORD had long ago forbidden
worship in local shrines, requiring pilgrimages to Jerusalem instead.3 This shows Hezekiah's extreme
commitment, for of many kings it is recorded that they eliminated pagan shrines but not the local shrines
of the LORD. The shrines were eliminated, and the people returned home.
Hezekiah even destroyed the bronze serpent. Centuries ago, there had been an infestation of poisonous
serpents. In response, God had instructed Moses to build the bronze serpent. Anyone bitten could go to the
center of the camp, look at the bronze serpent, and in response to their faith, God would heal their fatal
bite. But now, people were using the bronze serpent as an idol, and so Hezekiah destroyed it.
Source: 2 Kings 18:1-8; 2 Chronicles 29 - 31

Toward the end of his reign, he became very sick and close to death. He prayed to the Lord, who
healed him miraculously. The king of Babylon heard about it and sent men with a letter and gift
to Hezekiah. Because Hezekiah was proud of his riches, he showed all of his treasures to the
visitors. The prophet Isaiah predicted that it all would later be taken by the Babylonians. His
prediction came true.[3][4][5]
Preceded by
Ahaz

The Kings of Judah
Coregent: 729-716 BCE
Sole reign: 716 – 687 BCE

Succeeded by
Manasseh

References
1.
2.
3.
4.

2 Kings 18:5,6
2 Kings 20
2 Chronicles 32:27-31
2 Kings 25
5. The Amazing Bible Factbook. New York: American Bible Society. 2008. pp. 176, 179.
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THE BIG PICTURE – MICAH – “WHO IS LIKE YAHWEH”


Historical Narrative – “Micah the prophet of the tribe of Judah served in the work
of the Lord concerning Judah and Israel at least thirty years: during which time
Isaiah prophesied. He declares the destruction first of the one kingdom, and then
of the other, because of their manifold wickedness, but chiefly because of their
idolatry.”1



Redemption – “He proclaims the coming of the Messiah, "whose going forth have
been from of old, from everlasting," as the foundation of all hope for the glorious
and blessed future he describes; and specifies Bethlehem in Judah as the place
where He should be born of woman, Micah 5:2, 3. The prediction was thus
understood by the Jews, Matt. 2:6; John 7:41, 42.”2



Christ – “God's promises to Abraham (7:20) will come true in that ‘remnant’ of the
people which will be purified (4-5). From this remnant will be born, in Bethlehem
Ephrathah, him whose origin is from ancient days, from eternity (5:1). The birth of
the Messiah of a woman (5:2) implies that Micah is aware of the prophecy of Isaiah:
‘The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel’ (Isa.
7:14). The New Testament sees in this passage a reference to the virginal birth of
Jesus, the Son of God, from a particular woman, Mary, in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:6;
John 7:42).”3



Kingdom – Micah is one of the last prophets to preach to the Northern kingdom
while under siege by the Assyrian Empire. He extends to the nation hope for a
future return and remnant. His hope, however, does not rest on humanities innate
goodness, but on the mercy and grace of God.



The New Testament Witness – Micah is quoted twice in the NT (5:2 is quoted in
Matt. 2:5, 6, and Micah 7:6 is quoted in Matt. 10:35, 36).
By the elders of Judah -Jeremiah 26:18 quoting Micah 3:12
By the magi coming to Jerusalem -Matt 2:5, 6; John 7:42 quoting Micah 5:2
By Jesus when sending out the 12 -Matt 10:21, 35, 36 quoting Micah 7:6
By Zacharias in the temple
Luke 1:72, 73 quoting Micah 7:20

WHAT TIME IS IT?
Micah’s Ministry @735 BC - 700 BC
782 Death of King Xuan of Zhou, King of the Zhou Dynasty (1122 BC—256 BC) of China - 780 The first historic solar eclipse is
recorded in China - 776 First Olympic games are held in Greece – June 15, 763 BC, A solar eclipse at this date is used to fix
the chronology of the Ancient Near East - April 21, 753 BC, Rome founded by Romulus (according to tradition) - Kings of
Israel: Jeroboam II, Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem – Kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz – 722 Israel sent into the Assyrian
captivity – Prophets who were contemporary with Micah (Judah) : Hosea (Israel), Isaiah (Judah) - 700 The Upanishads, a
sacred text of Hinduism, are written around this time.
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"Micah wrote about the Messiah's birthplace, lineage, and origin (Micah 5:4), and reign
(4:1-7), and referred to Him as Israel's King (2:13) and Ruler (5:2)."4
INTRODUCTION
“In an age in which men’s religion was making no difference to their lives, Micah insists
that the God of Israel and Judah expects His people ‘to do justly and to love mercy’ (6:8).
The result of living in defiance of God’s covenant had always been clear (Deut. 28:1568).”5
In Micah, we see God’s judgment against injustice and idolatry. Remember, idolatry
appears to be Israel’s besetting sin. “The prophecy attests to Micah’s deep sensitivity to
the social ills of his day, especially as they affected the small towns and villages of his
homeland.”6
Today we live in a time of great social injustice. Micah assures us of the divine correction
that is one day going to take place for His people. The will of God shall one day be done
on earth even as it is in heaven (Matt. 6:10).
I.

WHO WROTE THE BOOK?

Micah the Morasthite (Micah 1:1). Shortened form of Mi-ka-Yahu, which means "Who is
like Jehovah?" “A prophet’s name is important. Names coupled with that of God or
Yahweh signified the prophet’s attitude and allegiance and, in the case of Micah, was a
challenge to false prophets and sinners.”7 Micah was a citizen of the Southern Kingdom,
having been born at Moresheth near Gath, about 20 miles west of Jerusalem. Like Amos,
he was a simple villager and espoused the cause of the poor.
"He may also have been influenced by Amos [who was from] Tekoa which was only
twenty miles east of Moresheth. There could well have been contact between the two."8
"Micah was a younger contemporary of Isaiah. But whereas Isaiah belonged to the higher
social strata, Micah was a man of the people."9
"In Jeremiah's day the elders referred to Micah and quoted Micah 3:12 in defense of
Jeremiah's message of judgment on the nation (Jere. 26:18)."10
Jer. 26:17 Then some of the elders of the land rose up and spoke to all the assembly
WHAT TIME IS IT?
Micah’s Ministry @735 BC - 700 BC
782 Death of King Xuan of Zhou, King of the Zhou Dynasty (1122 BC—256 BC) of China - 780 The first historic solar eclipse is
recorded in China - 776 First Olympic games are held in Greece – June 15, 763 BC, A solar eclipse at this date is used to fix
the chronology of the Ancient Near East - April 21, 753 BC, Rome founded by Romulus (according to tradition) - Kings of
Israel: Jeroboam II, Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem – Kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz – 722 Israel sent into the Assyrian
captivity – Prophets who were contemporary with Micah (Judah) : Hosea (Israel), Isaiah (Judah) - 700 The Upanishads, a
sacred text of Hinduism, are written around this time.
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of the people, saying, 18 "Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah
king of Judah; and he spoke to all the people of Judah, saying, 'Thus the LORD of
hosts has said, "Zion will be plowed as a field, And Jerusalem will become ruins,
And the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest."'
“Micah grew up in the poorer, working class of his small farming community. The quality
of his prophecy, however, has caused many scholars to believe that he received a good
education and/or may have been one of the wealthier members of the community; i.e.
a land owner. Still others consider him as an elder of the community, indicating his
respect among his people. Regardless of his background, he was well aware of the avarice
and injustices of the rich.”11
"He was the only prophet sent to both the southern and northern kingdoms.
ministered especially to the capitals of these kingdoms, Jerusalem and Samaria."12

He

"Micah was born in the small town of Moresheth, about 25 miles southwest of Jerusalem
in Judah. Nearby lay the great coastal road running north and south from Egypt to
Mesopotamia, along which the armies of antiquity passed."13
II.

WHEN WAS THE BOOK WRITTEN?

Micah preached from @735 BC - @700 BC. Isaiah and Micah were living at the same
period in the south. Hosea/Amos in the north. The Northern kingdom of Israel was
taken into captivity during Micah's lifetime.
“The superscription to this book states that the prophet exercised his office in the reigns
of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. If we reckon from the beginning of Jotham's reign to the
end of Hezekiah's (B.C. 759-698), then he ministered for about fifty-nine years; but if we
reckon from the death of Jotham to the accession of Hezekiah (B.C. 743-726), his ministry
lasted only sixteen years.”14
"It is certain that Micah preached both before and after the downfall of Samaria in 722;
hence, a date of 735-700 is suggested."15
"He was a younger contemporary of Isaiah. He was active under the reigns of Jotham
(740-735); Ahaz (735-715), and Hezekiah (715-687)."
"On this basis [see above] his prophecies began at least a decade before the fall of Samaria,
and were concurrent with those of Isaiah."16
WHAT TIME IS IT?
Micah’s Ministry @735 BC - 700 BC
782 Death of King Xuan of Zhou, King of the Zhou Dynasty (1122 BC—256 BC) of China - 780 The first historic solar eclipse is
recorded in China - 776 First Olympic games are held in Greece – June 15, 763 BC, A solar eclipse at this date is used to fix
the chronology of the Ancient Near East - April 21, 753 BC, Rome founded by Romulus (according to tradition) - Kings of
Israel: Jeroboam II, Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem – Kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz – 722 Israel sent into the Assyrian
captivity – Prophets who were contemporary with Micah (Judah) : Hosea (Israel), Isaiah (Judah) - 700 The Upanishads, a
sacred text of Hinduism, are written around this time.
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TO WHOM DID THE PROPHET PREACH?

Micah is preaching both to the Israelites and to the Judeans. His emphasis, however, is
on Judah.
IV.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK?

Israel is about to fall and Judah has become apathetic.
Micah preached, "True religion was not mere outward conformity to a prescribed ritual,
or the mere bringing of sacrifices or the payment of tithes, but a life lived in accord with
the divine principles of righteousness."17
"The basic theme of his message is that the necessary product of saving faith is social
reform and practical holiness based upon the righteousness and sovereignty of God."18
“The purpose of writing the book was to express disdain for the corruptions and
pretensions of Jerusalem and its leaders. In an era of urbanization, he championed the
traditions of early Israel.”19
"The people were trusting in the ceremony of their religion but had completely forgotten
the spirit behind it all; thus, the prophet struck out against their empty formality, in
scathing terms telling them that the Lord had no use for their hypocritical sacrifices."20
“They oppressed the poor, they debauched themselves in sensual pleasures, they flouted
the law with bribes – but God would have the last word. Their religious rituals could not
cover the depth of their hypocrisy and sin.”21
V.

SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION

"Jotham and Hezekiah were good kings, Ahaz was extremely wicked. Thus Micah
witnessed the apostasy of the government and its recovery."22
"The moral and spiritual situation in Judah during these times was low. Religion was a
matter of form; the observance of ceremonial ritual was believed adequate to insure
divine favor and acceptance (6:6, 7; 3:11). Idolatry was widespread, foreign elements
were introduced into the worship, human sacrifice was practiced, and the priests and
prophets taught and divined for hire. Nobles fleeced the poor, judges accepted bribes,
WHAT TIME IS IT?
Micah’s Ministry @735 BC - 700 BC
782 Death of King Xuan of Zhou, King of the Zhou Dynasty (1122 BC—256 BC) of China - 780 The first historic solar eclipse is
recorded in China - 776 First Olympic games are held in Greece – June 15, 763 BC, A solar eclipse at this date is used to fix
the chronology of the Ancient Near East - April 21, 753 BC, Rome founded by Romulus (according to tradition) - Kings of
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and the rich took advantage of poor widows and orphans."23
“These were days of unrest, insecurity, and hardship, especially for the peasants and
villagers. The harassment of the passing armies, which not infrequently overran the
small villages and made slaves of their inhabitants, caused a state of fear. The peasants
had no protection either from the Assyrians or from the ‘grafters’ of their own nation.
Micah, championing the cause of the oppressed, fearlessly following the leadership of the
Holy Spirit, preached at the risk of his life.”24
"In the Hebrew canon, the Peshitta, and the Vulgate, the prophecy of Micah stood sixth
among the Twelve Minor Prophets, following Jonah and preceding Nahum. In the LXX
it stood third after Amos, probably being placed in that position on account of its
length."25
VI.

AN OUTLINE FOR MICAH

Micah's theme is that of judgment. "The book of Micah is in poetry, not prose. Most of
his statements therefore were in parallelism."26
"Leaving the familiar surroundings of his rural life, Micah journeys to Jerusalem to
deliver God's message of judgment to a corrupt and immoral Judah. The prophet aims
his rebukes at those who use their God-given authority to cheat the poor and abuse the
powerless."27
"God's standard of measurement in the Book of Micah (as in all the prophetic writings)
was the Mosaic Covenant God made with His people when the nation was redeemed
from Egypt."28
"The book has three messages (Micah 1:2-2:13; chaps. 3-5; chaps. 6-7), each beginning with
the exhortation to 'hear' or 'listen' to what the Lord had to say to the nation."
“Three sections of this work represent three natural divisions of the prophecy – 1,2; 3-5;
6,7 --each commencing with rebukes and threatening and closing with a promise.”29
Micah uses the Hebrew word, “to hear” eight times (1:2; 3:1, 9; 5:15; 6:1, 2, 9; 7:7). The
word is more than mere hearing but rather to hear with the purpose of obeying.
"The book of Micah is a collection of sermons and prophecies, largely arranged by topic
rather than by when they were preached. The style varies, depending on the time and
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circumstance. Sometimes Micah is harsh and vigorous, at other times tender and
compassionate. His language is always straightforward and forceful."30
The Structure of Micah is built around the Hebrew word “to hear” [SHEMA].
Micah 1:2; 3:1 [v. 9; 5:15]; 6:1, 2, [v. 9; 7:7].
I. Hear, you peoples, all of you (1, 2; [1:2]); Sin and its outcome are incurable (1:9)
and inescapable (2:3; cf. 6:13-16).
Judgment (1:2-2:11) and Mercy (2:12-13) are both present. Mixed with judgment is the
message of future hope through the extending of mercy (2:12, 13; 4:1-5, 15; 7:14-20). Sin
and its outcome are incurable.
II. Hear, you heads of Jacob (3-5; [3:1]); The King and His Kingdom are inevitable.
There seems to be a slight chiastic structure with the emphasis and climax in chapters 35. Judgment (3:1-12) and Mercy (4:1-5:15) are both present. The King and His Kingdom
are inevitable.
III. Hear, what the LORD says (6, 7; [6:1]); The LORD and His Promises are immutable
(7:18).
Judgment (6:1-7:13) and Mercy (7:14-20) are both present. The Lord and His Justice are
inescapable.
“The closing verse is quoted in the song of Zacharias (Luke 1:72, 73). The prediction
regarding the place "where Christ should be born," one of the most remarkable Messianic
prophecies (Micah 5:2), is quoted in Matt. 2:6.”31
VII.

KEY DOCTRINAL IDEAS IN MICAH
A.

The Judgment of God (3:1, 8, 9; 6:8; 7:9)

As with the other prophets, Micah has a strong message to both Israel and Judah though
predominately Judah. Because of a broken Law, judgment would come upon the nation.
"Though the theme of judgment is prominent in each of Micah's three messages, the
prophet also stressed restoration. Micah mentioned the 'remnant' in each of his three
messages (Micah 2:12; 4:7; 5:7, 8; 7:18). He was confident that someday the Lord would
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restore the people of Israel to a place of prominence in the world under the Messiah. This
emphasis would have greatly encouraged the righteous remnant in Micah's day."32
B.

The Lord of Heaven (1:2 [2xMicah / different word than that found in 4:13
[1xMicah])

God is the Lord of the whole earth.
C.

Covenant relationship confirmed

"Like his contemporaries Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah, the prophet Micah emphasized the
essential righteousness and morality of the divine nature. He was particularly concerned
to point out that these qualities had immediate ethical implications for the life of the
individual and the community alike."33
"The basis for Micah's message was the righteousness of God."34 The author references
the remnant throughout the book (2:12; 4:7; 5:3, 7, 8; 7:18). God will always have His
‘remnant’ of believing people in every age. There is also reference made to “My people”
(1:9; 2:4, 8, 9; 3:3, 5; 6:3, 5, 16).
D.

God Is a Deliverer (7:7)

"Micah ... gave one of the most detailed Old Testament accounts of the coming Messiah
(5:2-15)."35
E.

The Fulfillment of God's Word

"No prophet of the Old Testament exceeds Micah in the proportion of predictions
respecting Israel's future and the advent of the Messiah and His kingdom. Among his
predictions are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The Fall of Samaria in 722 BC (1:6, 7)
The Invasion of Judah by Sennacherib (1:9-16)
The Fall of Jerusalem and the Destruction of the Temple in 586 BC
(3:12; 7:13)
The Exile in Babylon (4:10)
The Return from Captivity and the Future Peace and Supremacy of
Israel (4:1-8, 13; 7:11, 14-17)
The Birth of the Messianic King in Bethlehem (5:2)”36
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The promises of kept vows grants to God’s people strength in the midst of adversity.
APPLICATION




God hates injustice.
He loathes the bully and oppressor.
God is quick to give mercy and hope to those who stand ready to receive it.
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MICAH 6:8
Micah 6:8 really mean?
Dominique Gilliard
March 23, 2013
Many U.S. evangelicals engage Scripture from a hermeneutic of privilege today, which at best fosters a
vague comprehension of Christianity. This privileged reading of Scripture allows believers to envision
ourselves as the biblical protagonist despite how much more our lives and lifestyles actually resemble the
scriptural antagonist. Accordingly, U.S. believers are enabled to exclusively contextualize ourselves as the
prophets delivering the words of the Lord as opposed to the people rebuked by the Lord’s prophet due to
covenantal unfaithfulness to both God and neighbor.
Historically, Micah 6:8 has served as one of the most celebrated verses within Scripture. This passage has
served as the basis for numerous songs, sermons, and conferences. Within the last ten years, this verse
has enjoyed a renaissance due to the ever-growing emphasis younger believers are placing on doing
justice. Micah 6:8 has become the core text deployed by the Church as a rallying cry for justice and
advocacy. However, the Church, due to succumbing to this hermeneutic of privilege, has concurrently
taken this passage out of its scriptural context. This abstraction of verse 8 from the broader context of
chapter 6 has detrimentally affected our interpretation of this text. In taking verse 8 out of the broader
confines of chapter 6, we have concomitantly allowed ourselves to pacify the implications of Micah 6:8
both individually and socially as the body. The effects of this have essentially rendered this passage inept
concerning its ability to speak prophetically into the U.S. Church and the Spirit’s ability to use this passage
as a challenge that calls us into a place of self-reflection and repentance, indicting us and the lifestyles we
lead.
Therefore, in the midst of this passage’s resurgence, it is critically important for us to take the time to
make sure that we are reading this passage within its scriptural context in order to ensure that we are
gleaning all that we can from it. However, in order to do this, the U.S. Church has to be willing to adjust
its approach to this text. We have to be willing to see ourselves not as the prophet, Micah, but as the
Israelites. When we are willing to humble ourselves in this manner, we will be afforded the opportunity
to see how verses 1-7 provide the proper context for 6:8 to be heard and understood. Then we will also
understand how verses 9-16 actually illustrate in great detail how we are much more likely to be cast as
the Israelites in this passage than to play the role of the Lord’s prophet due to our own covenantal
unfaithfulness to God and neighbor.
Theologically, the purpose of Micah 6 is to illustrate that Israel does not know the only authentic way to
come before the Lord, which is total personal conversion. Israel, because of its sin, is separated from God
and is therefore unable to see and recognize God’s true character. God did not want blood sacrifices.
Yahweh did not and does not need our material sacrifices, regardless of their extravagance. There is only
one sacrifice that the Lord truly desires from us, and that is what the ever–popular verse 6:8 encapsulates.
Without understanding the attempted sacrifices of Israel in verses 6 and 7 of chapter 6, and the Lord’s
refusal of these prideful, selfish attempts to atone for sin, the requirements of the Lord given to us within
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verse 8 of the chapter are incomplete and are prone to be misapplied and misunderstood. The Godhead
requires a change of heart, a change of lifestyle, and of disposition toward both God and neighbor. God
requires us to be faithful stewards of the resources we are entrusted with, including our money,
possessions, and the earth on which we live. God wants our hearts, our lives, and despite the good deeds
we might do or the evangelist efforts we partake in, any offering that falls short of this is simply
insufficient. This is what Micah tried to convey to the masses in 6:8. In 6:8 Micah aggregates the essence
of Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah through connecting the proper atonement for human sin, authentic worship,
and the covenantal requirements of God. Amos professed that God desires justice rather than sacrifices;
Hosea depicts what it means to love compassionately, with mercy; and Isaiah stresses faithfulness and
obedience to God, which leads to the social activism that procures liberation as well as justice for the
oppressed in what is deemed true worship.
Furthermore, the verses following verse 8 are words of indictment spoken by Micah on behalf of the Lord
to the people of Israel because of their unfaithfulness and inability to live out 6:8. These are words of
conviction God sent Micah to deliver to God’s people, the Israelites. These words were spoken through
Micah first as a caution to the people, imploring them to turn away from their sins and to then return to
the Lord. However, the words of the prophet ultimately went unheeded and thus proved to give voice to
the Lord’s burning anger toward Israel because of their sinful ways. This is critically important for U.S.
believers because we have seemingly forgotten that we too are heirs to the covenantal promises of God.
We too have a responsibility to remember the deliverance from slavery which God granted us.[1] Living
in remembrance of this mandates our covenantal faithfulness and fidelity to God. However, many within
the church are just as stiff-necked as the Israelites were–willing to give God everything but our hearts, our
lives in totality, yet this is exactly what God desires of us.
Most believers today acquiesce to societal injustice because we do not feel convicted when we see or
learn about them. We act apathetically because we know how radically different our lives would look if
we were to intentionally step outside of our comfort zones into the faithfulness to which Scripture calls
us. Within this society that is predicated upon comfort and the avoidance of suffering at all cost, we must
cultivate countercultural disciples willing and able to bear their crosses, individuals who will intentionally
choose discomfort and suffering for the sake of the kingdom over worldly satiation. This is the basis of
Micah 6; the prophet was imploring the Israelites to understand that believers have to be willing to live
lives that are radically different from the rest of the world. The church is to serve as God’s prophetic
witness in the world today, but we cannot do this when we are more loyal to the norms and laws of our
nation than the mandates of our God.

[1] Liberation from slavery to sin and death made manifest on the cross of Christ, ultimately realized in
the resurrection where God triumphed over the powers and principalities of this world.
—Dominique DuBois Gilliard is a pastor, theologian, educator, and practitioner. Dominique currently serves
as a pastor at Convergence Covenant Church in West Oakland, California. Prior to pastoring, Dominique
served as an adjunct professor at both North Park Theological Seminary and East Tennessee State
University. Additionally, Dominique is an active member of the Christian Community Development
Association, serving on both the association’s national theology task-force and its faith and public
education council.
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STRUCTURE
•As with most writing prophets, Micah did not speak
these oracles at one time.
•They are a collection of his life’s work.
•The oracles [messages] are introduced by the word
“hear”.
•They are not arranged chronologically.
•The structure of Micah alternates between messages
of judgment and hope.

v. 8
“Works”
vv. 6, 7
“Faith”
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MICAH 6:6-8
• “With what shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
• 8 He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

MISC.
•1 Sam. 15:22, 23
•Prov. 21:3
•Hosea 6:4-5
•Isaiah 1:10-19
•Matt. 9:12, 13; 12:7, 8
•Matt. 22:34-40

James 2:8-26
8

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you
are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 11 For
he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged
under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy
triumphs over judgment.
14

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save
him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go
in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that?
17
So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
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James 2:8-26 (continued)
18

But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and
I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons
believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is
useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?
22
You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the
Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—
and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.
25
And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the
messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also
faith apart from works is dead.

OT/NT THEOLOGY
•What Jesus says and Micah said are the
same.
•“The JESUS SEED always produces
GOSPEL FRUIT.”
•“Do not say you love God, if you hate
your brother/sister.” (1 John 4:20, 21)

OT/NT THEOLOGY US / NOW
•Luke 3:1-14; 11:42

Grace

•Grace (v. 11) – giving others
what they do not deserve.

•Justice (vv. 12-14) – treating

Mercy

others fairly.

•Mercy (Luke 6:27-36) –

Justice

turning the other cheek; you
have been wronged.

US / NOW
•1 John 3:23 ¶ This is His commandment, that we
believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and
love one another, just as He commanded us.
• 24 The one who keeps His commandments
abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this
that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has
given us.

•The JESUS SEED always produces the
GOSPEL FRUIT of Grace, Mercy, and
Justice in the People of God.
•We cannot separate the FRUIT from its SEED.
•Neither can we reverse the order.
•No amount of Grace, Mercy, or Justice cannot
reverse the intrinsic demerit of sin before God.

