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Resurrection Sequence in the Bible 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

 
First, a short word about those in the Bible who have come back from the dead. 
 

1. Widow of Zarephath's son (1 Ki 17:17-24)  
 

2. Shunamite's son (2 Ki 4:18-37 [vv. 20, 32])  
 
This could be what Hebrews 11:35 refers, “Women received back their dead by resurrection; 
and others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better 
resurrection.” 
 

3. Man tossed into Elisha's tomb (2 Ki 13:20, 21)  
 

4. Jonah (Jonah 1:17-2:10) 
 

Mt 12:40 for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE 
SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
41 "The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn 
it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is 
here. 
 

5. Widow of Nain's son (Luke 7:11-16)  
 
Lu 7:22 And He answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what you have seen and 
heard: the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised up, the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. 
 

6. Synagogue ruler Jairus' 12-year-old daughter (Luke 8:40-56; Mk 5:35-43)  
 

7. Lazarus (John 11:1-44; 12:1, 9-19 [unique to the Gospel of John])  
 

8. Men raised upon Jesus' death (Mt 27:51-53)  
 
Mt 27:53 and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and 

appeared to many. 

 

9. Tabitha also known as Dorcas (Acts 9:36-41)  
 
10. Eutychus (Acts 20:7-12)  

 
11. The Apostle Paul (Acts 14:19, 20; 2 Cor. 12:1-10) 
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Acts 14:19 ¶ But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they 
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead. 20 But while the 
disciples stood around him, he got up and entered the city. The next day he went away with 
Barnabas to Derbe. 
 
Now let us consider resurrection sequence as noted in the biblical text. One of the most extensive 
passages dealing with the resurrection happens in Matthew 22. Let us read the following text 
and see what it might teach us. 
 

23 ¶ On that day some Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) came to Jesus and 

questioned Him, 24 asking, "Teacher, Moses said, 'IF A MAN DIES HAVING NO CHILDREN, 

HIS BROTHER AS NEXT OF KIN SHALL MARRY HIS WIFE, AND RAISE UP CHILDREN 

FOR HIS BROTHER.' 25 "Now there were seven brothers with us; and the first married and died, 

and having no children left his wife to his brother; 26 so also the second, and the third, down to 

the seventh. 27 "Last of all, the woman died. 28 "In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife of the 

seven will she be? For they all had married her." 29 But Jesus answered and said to them, "You 

are mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 "For in the resurrection 

they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31 "But regarding 

the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God: 32 'I AM THE 

GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB'? He is not the 

God of the dead but of the living." 33 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at His 

teaching. 34 ¶ But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they 

gathered themselves together. 35 One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, 36 

"Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 
 

What conclusions might one come to just from this text? Consider how the following passages 

inform ones view of future resurrection. 
 

• Daniel 12:1 ¶ "Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons 

of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since 

there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found 

written in the book, will be rescued. 2 "Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground 

will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 
 

• Matthew 25:45 "Then He will answer them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did 

not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.' 46 "These will go away into 

eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 
 

• Lu 14:14 and you will be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; for you 

will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 
 

• Lu 20:33 "In the resurrection therefore, which one's wife will she be? For all seven had 

married her."  35 but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and the 
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resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; 36 for they cannot 

even die anymore, because they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the 

resurrection. 
 

• John 5:28 "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs 

will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a 

resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment. 
 

• Joh 11:24 Martha *said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 

last day." 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me 

will live even if he dies, 
 

• Ac 10:42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he 

which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 
 

• Acts 17:30 "Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to 

men that all people everywhere should repent, 31 because He has fixed a day in which 

He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having 

furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead." 32 ¶ Now when they heard of 

the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, "We shall hear you 

again concerning this." 33 So Paul went out of their midst. 34 But some men joined him 

and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named 

Damaris and others with them 
 

• Ac 24:15 having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall 

certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 
 

• Ro 1:4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, 

according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 

• Ro 6:5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we 

shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 
 

• Romans 14:10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard 

your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 

For it is written, "AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND 

EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD." 12 So then each one of us will give 

an account of himself to God. 
 

• Php 3:10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of 

His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 
 

• Php 3:11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
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• 2Ti 2:18 men who have gone astray from the truth saying that the resurrection has 

already taken place, and they upset the faith of some. 
 

• 2Ti 4:1 ¶ I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 

the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 
 

• Heb 6:2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of 

the dead and eternal judgment. 
 

• Heb 11:35 Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, 

not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; 
 

• 1Pe 1:3 ¶ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, 
 

• 1Pe 4:5 Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead 
 

• Re 20:5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. 

This is the first resurrection. 
 

• Re 20:6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these 

the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will 

reign with Him for a thousand years. 
 

Bible teacher J. Vernon McGee offer a view that is popular. 

Q & A: How Many Resurrections Will There Be? 

J. Vernon McGee http://www.oneplace.com/ministries/thru-the-bible-with-j-vernon-mcgee/read/articles/q--a-how-
many-resurrections-will-there-be-14814.html  

A: There are two resurrections: The resurrection of the saved and the resurrection of the 

unsaved. The Lord Jesus said that some will be raised to everlasting life and some for judgment 

(see John 5:24-29). The first resurrection goes in a series. You have, for instance, first the taking 

out of the Church — they will be taken out at the Rapture. The Old Testament saints are not 

raised, according to Daniel 12:1, until after the Great Tribulation Period when they are raised to 

enter the kingdom here on this earth. Then you have the resurrection of the tribulation saints, 

and that ends the first resurrection. You have, therefore, three definite groups included in the 

first resurrection: The Church, the Old Testament saints, and the tribulation saints. Then you 

have the second resurrection — that of the lost at the Great White Throne, which occurs at the 

end of the Millennium.  

 

What conclusions might we draw as it relates to resurrection sequence? 


