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Looking at 
1 Corinthians 15:20-28

 

THINK
•What impact would this paragraph 
have on the listener?

•What emotion would it encourage?

•How might this text be used today?

 

1 Corinthians 15
•Addressing those who repudiate 

the physical resurrection of Jesus.

•Addressing those who are 

beginning to question the physical 
resurrection of Jesus.

 

1 Corinthians 15
•The physical resurrection of Jesus is 
attested to by the Scriptures.

•The physical resurrection of Jesus is 
attested to by eyewitnesses.

 

1 Corinthians 15
•If there is no resurrection principle, 
then JESUS did not rise from the 
dead [deductive reasoning].

•If JESUS did not rise from the dead, 
then there is no forgiveness of sins.

 

THEM / THEN
•V. 20 But Now – in contrast to what 
was just presented.

•“first fruits” (vv. 20, 23)
•Leviticus 23:10-16 “A pledge of the 
harvest to come”

•Col. 1:18; Rev. 1:5
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THEM / THEN
•V. 21 “for” – explanation

•“for” Gk. Gar – vv. 21, 22, 25, 27
• Its sense is shaped by the preceding statement 
– the "A" statement which precedes the (gár) 
statement in the "A-B" unit.

• Introductory of an intimated detail of 
circumstances.

 

“FOR” / FLOW
•V. 20 New thesis

•V. 21 Reason / Explanation

•V. 22 Reason / Explanation

•V. 23 Furthermore / Subsequently

 

THEM / THEN
•Vv. 21, 22 Adam
•Romans 5:12-21

•Big Idea – If there is death, there 
is resurrection. 

 

THEM / THEN
•V. 23 “Each in his own order”
• Order (tagmati). Old military term from 
tassô, to arrange, here only in N.T. Each 
in his own division, troop, rank.

 

THEM / THEN
•V. 24 “When He hands over”
•Luke 10:22; John 3:35; 13:3

•Christ receives everything from the 

Father; Christ gives everything to the 

Father.

 

“ALL”
•V. 24ff “Under His feet”
•“Abolished” vv. 24, 26
•All rule

•All authority (cf. Matt. 28:18)

•All power

•All His enemies

•All things
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SYNONYMS
•V. 24ff
•“Abolished” 

•“Under” 

•“Subjected” 

 

THEM / THEN
•V. 25 Psalm 110:1; Ps 45:6-7; Matt. 
22:44; Mr 12:36; Luke 20:42-44; Ac 
2:34; Eph 1:22; Heb. 1:13; 1 Pet. 3:22
•“Until” – There is coming a time when 
Jesus will hand everything over to His 
Father.
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THEM / THEN
•V. 27 Ps. 8:6; Matt. 11:27
•New International Version
For he "has put everything under his 
feet." Now when it says that "everything" 
has been put under him, it is clear that 
this does not include God himself, who 
put everything under Christ.

 

THEM / THEN
•V. 28 “Son subjected to the one”
•1 Cor. 3:23; 11:3; John 14:28
•The economy of the Trinity
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THEM / THEN
•V. 28 “all in all” Eph. 1:23; Col. 3:11

•Here is the bottom line. It is through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ that 
all things are subjected to Him. He in 
turn gives everything back to God. In 
the action, God becomes all in all.

 

JESUS
•Jesus is God’s guarantee that what 
He promised was fulfilled in Jesus 
and will be fulfill in us.

•Although we look through a glass 
darkly, the day is coming when 
everything will be crystal clear.

 

JESUS
•A day is coming when everything 
will be subjugated to Jesus.

•At this time the mediating reign of 
Jesus will finish and He will turn His 
mediating reign over to the Father.

 

JESUS
•In the great day of turning over God 
will be “all in all.”

 

Now/Us
•We can rest knowing what God has 
promised for us will come to pass.

•At the culmination of all things, God will 
reign over everything.
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