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Looking at Looking at Looking at Looking at 
1 Corinthians 15:501 Corinthians 15:501 Corinthians 15:501 Corinthians 15:50----58585858

 

THINK
•What impact would this paragraph 
have on the listener?

•What emotion would it encourage?

•How might this text be used today?

 

1 Corinthians 15
•Deniers and doubters (vv. 1, 2, 12).

•Scriptures and eyewitnesses (vv. 3-
11).

•Deductive reasoning (vv. 12-19).

 

1 Corinthians 15
•“Under His Feet” (vv. 20-28)

•Implications (vv. 29-34)

•Two Questions (vv. 35-49)
•How does this happen?

•What does it look like?

 

THEM / THEN
•Vv. 50, 51 What about those who 
do not die, how will they be 
transformed?

•Compare with v. 36.

 

CANNOT INHERIT
•Something has to happen in order 
for flesh and blood to inherit the 
kingdom of God.
•John 3:3, 5; Gal. 5:21; Eph. 5:5
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A MYSTERY –V. 51
•What is a biblical mystery? (v. 51a)
•Something previously unknown, but 
is now being made known.

 

A MYSTERY –V. 51
•What does it mean to be changed? 
(Vv. 51b, 52 [to make different])

•What is the LAST TRUMPET? (v. 52)

•Matt. 24:31; 1 Thess. 4:16; Rev. 1:10; 
4:1; 8:13

 

LAST TRUMPET
•The Talmud states that on Rosh 
Hashanah the dead will be raised (Rosh 
Hashanah 16b). This corresponds to the 
"last trump" mentioned by the Apostle 
Paul (1 Cor. 15:52).

 

LAST TRUMPET
•Rosh haShanah (literally, “Head of the 
Year”), also called the Feast of Trumpets, is 
the New Year (and first new moon) of the 
civil calendar and is the first of three 
festivals/holy days in the Fall (the previous 
four are in the Spring).

 

LAST TRUMPET
•God commanded that it be 
commemorated with trumpet blasts (using 
a shofar or ram’s horn) on the “first day of 
the seventh month” (Lev. 23:23-25; Num. 
29:1-6). The final trumpet blown on Rosh 
HaShanah, in Hebrew tradition, is 
considered to be the “Last Trumpet.”
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LAST TRUMPET
•When will it sound? Vv. 23, 24

 

DEATH
•Compare Verse. 54-57 with vv. 
24-28.
•What is the sequence of events?

•Did He not slay death at the cross?
•Col. 2:14, 15; Heb. 2;14 w/ Rev. 21:1-
8; 22:1-5

 

DEATH
•Do we have an already/not 
yet scenario?

•The power of sin is the Law
•Rom. 4:15; 5:13; 7:5, 13

 

JESUS
•V. 57 – gives [pap] victory 
[nike] is only through [dia] 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

 

US/NOW
•There are only one of two ways 
for us to move from where we 
are to where we wish to be.
•We will either die physically or 
be changed.

 

US / NOW
•As mysterious, unknowable, and 
powerful is resurrection truth, 
JESUS WILL MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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 These are the set times of the LORD, the sacred occasions, which you shall 

celebrate each at its appointed time. -  Leviticus 23:4 

  

 Leviticus 23 is the single chapter of the entire Tanakh that sums up everything. God's eternal 

plan -- from chaos to eternity -- is ingeniously revealed through the nature and timing of the 

Seven annual Feasts of the LORD. In less than seven minutes, you will come to realize that the 

entire human race now exists between two of these feasts. Let us survey God's calendar in its 

essence. 
 

 

  

 Sacrifice is the major feature of the feasts. Believers in Mashiach are not responsible to keep 

these feasts, but knowledge of them enhances our faith. Our Lord kept every one of them 

without fail, even celebrating Pesach on His last earthly night. Now I will tell you what the 

feasts are called, when they happen and why they remain significant. 

  

 It was on Mount Sinai that God gave Moses the dates and 

observances of the seven feasts. Here are their names: 

1. Passover (Pesach) - Nisan 14-15 

2. Unleavened Bread (Chag Hamotzi) - Nisan 15-22 

3. First Fruits (Yom habikkurim) - Nisan 16-17 

4. Pentecost (Shavu'ot) - Sivan 6-7 

5. Trumpets (Yom Teru'ah) - Tishri 1 

6. Atonement (Yom Kippur) - Tishri 10 

7. Tabernacles (Sukkot) - Tishri 15-22  
 

 

 
 

 

  

 When do they happen? God's calendar is based on the phases of the moon. Each month in a 

lunar calendar begins with a new moon. Pesach falls on the first full moon of Spring. The first 

three feasts, Pesach, Unleavened Bread and First Fruits fall in March and April. The fourth 

one, Shavu'ot, marked the summer harvest and occurs in late May or early June. The last three 

feasts, Trumpets, Yom Kippur and Sukkot happen in September and October.  

  

 The Spring Feasts  

 

 1. Passover (Pesach). Leviticus 23:5 specifies that the festival year begins with Passover 

on "the fourteenth day of the first month" (Nisan 15). Passover is the Feast of 

Salvation. In both testaments, the blood of the Lamb delivers from slavery – the Jew 

from Egypt, the Christian from sin. Think about the tenth plague in Exodus 12:5 when 

 

 The Jewish Holidays -  

 

 A Simplified Overview of the Feasts of the LORD 
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Egypt's first born sons died while the angel of death "passed over" the Jewish homes 

with the blood of the lamb on their door posts. In the B'rit Chadashah, Jesus serves as 

the sacrificial lamb. It is no coincidence that our Lord Himself was sacrificed on 

Passover. In Egypt the Jew marked his house with the blood of the lamb. Today the 

Christian marks his house – his body, "the house of the spirit" with the blood of Christ. 

Passover, then, represents our salvation.   

 

 

 2. Unleavened Bread (Chag HaMotzi). Leviticus 23:6 puts the second feast on the next 

night: "On the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread unto 

the Lord; seven days ye must eat unleavened bread." Leaven or yeast in the Bible 

symbolized sin and evil. Unleavened bread, eaten over a period of time, symbolized a 

holy walk, as with the Lord. Unleavened bread, in the B'rit Chadashah [New Testament] 

is, of course, the body of our Lord. He is described as "the Bread of Life" (Lechem 

haChayim). He was born in Bethlehem, which, in Hebrew, means, "House of Bread" 

(Bet Lechem).  

 

Look at the matzah and see that it is striped: "By His stripes we are healed"; pierced: 

"They shall look upon me whom they've pierced," and pure, without any leaven, as His 

body was without any sin. And the Passover custom of burying, hiding and then 

resurrecting the second of three pieces of matzot (the middle piece), presents the Gospel 

(Afikomen).  

 

 

 

 3. First Fruits (Reshit Katzir). "On the morrow after the Sabbath" following Unleavened 

Bread, Leviticus 23:11 schedules First Fruits, the feast for acknowledging the fertility of 

the land He gave the Israelites. They were to bring the early crops of their spring 

planting and "wave the sheaf before the Lord." The modern church has come to call this 

feast "Easter," named after Ishtar, the pagan goddess of fertility. We continue to revere 

objects of fertility such as the rabbit and the egg, but the First Fruits celebration was to 

be over God's replanting of the earth in the spring. Today this feasts celebrates the 

resurrection of the Lord on First Fruits, which indeed occurred (plus, eventually, the 

resurrection of the entire Church!) [More]  

 

 

 

 4. Pentecost (Shavu'ot). Leviticus 23:16 says, "Even unto the morrow after the seventh 

sabbath shell ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the 

Lord." In late May or early June, Shavu'ot marked the summer harvest. Leviticus 23:17 

requires an offering of two loaves of bread, baked with leaven. These loaves symbolize 

the church being comprised of both Jew and Gentile.  [more]  

 

 

  

 A review of the first four [spring] feasts reveals that Yeshua was crucified on Pesach, buried 

on Unleavened Bread, raised on First Fruits and sent the Ruach Hakkodesh on 

Shavu'ot.  Because we have not yet seen the fulfillment of feast number five - Trumpets - we 

remain under the orders of Shavu'ot. 
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 The Fall Feasts 

  

 

5. Trumpets (Yom Teru'ah). Ever since Isaac was spared by virtue of the ram being 

caught in the thicket by its horn, God seems to have enjoyed the trumpet. He used it 

when Joshua conquered Jericho. In Leviticus 25:8-10, he specified its use in having 

trumpets "proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof" 

(that quotation appears today on the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, assuring us that 

America was founded by Bible readers). Leviticus 23:24 requires that, "in the seventh 

month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have a Sabbath, a memorial of blowing 

of trumpets." [more] 

 

The Feast of Trumpets occurs in September. This jump in time from the Feast of 

Pentecost in May or June seems to represent the Church Age in God's planning, since 

the trumpet unquestionably represents the Rapture of the Church. The trumpet was the 

signal for the field workers to come into the Temple. The high priest actually blew the 

trumpet so that the faithful would stop harvesting to worship. Now, when the trumpet 

sounds in accordance with 1 Corinthians 15:51-3, living believers will cease their 

harvest and rise from the earth. The Church will be taken out of the world. 

6. Atonement (Yom Kippur). Leviticus 23:27 provides a day of confession, the highest 

of holy days.  "Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a Day of 

Atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, 

and offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord." This is the one feast that is not 

fulfilled by the church, because the Church owes no atonement. The Church is not 

innocent, of course, but it is exonerated. The Day of Atonement will be fulfilled in a 

wonderful way when the Lord returns at His Second Coming. [more]  

 7. Tabernacles (Sukkot). Leviticus 23:34 says, "The fifteenth day of this seventh month 

shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the Lord." God wanted to 

celebrate the fact that He provided shelter for the Israelites in the wilderness. Each 

year on Tabernacles, devout Jews build little shelters or "booths" (sukkot) outside their 

houses and worshipped in them. Tabernacles represents the Lord's shelter in the world 

to come (olam habah), His great Tabernacle to exist in Jerusalem during the Kingdom 

Age. The Lord will establish His Tabernacle in Jerusalem (Ezekiel 37:26), and the 

world will come every year to appear before the King and worship Him (Zechariah 

14:16-17). [more] 
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The Feast of Trumpets  

Written by Lev Leigh http://www.jewsforjesus.org/publications/newsletter/september-

2000/feastoftrumpets  

September 30th is Rosh Hashanah (it actually begins on the 29th at sundown). Rosh Hashanah means 

the head of the year" and thus the holiday is referred to as the Jewish New Year. However, in the Bible it 

is known as "the Feast of Trumpets." In this article, Lev Leigh (one of our new and innovative leaders) 

presents a unique perspective on this holiday's meaning and fulfillment. We hope you will find his 

interpretation to be of interest.  

The last three holy convocations or "festivals" that the Lord commanded the Jewish people to observe 

are the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement and the Feast of Tabernacles. Each occurred in the 

seventh month of the Jewish calendar, the month called Tishrei. The Feast of Trumpets heralded the 

arrival of that seventh month. It also began what is known as the Ten Days of Awe between the Feast of 

Trumpets and the Day of Atonement, wherein the penitent humble themselves in preparation for the 

great Day of Atonement.  

But besides announcing the arrival of the seventh month and introducing the final cycle of festivals, the 

Feast of Trumpets had a meaning in its own right. What was that meaning?  

The Original Meaning of the Feast of Trumpets  

Leviticus 23:23-27 maps out God's commandments concerning this festival:  

"Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 'Speak to the children of Israel, saying: "In the seventh month, 

on the first day of the month, you shall have a sabbath-rest, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy 

convocation. You shall do no customary work on it; and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the 

Lord.'"  

The only other reference to this festival in the Torah (Pentateuch) is Numbers 29:1ff. Neither passage 

provides much information regarding the original meaning of this feast. But, by examining the text in 

Leviticus 23, we note that the day was to be a memorial with blowing of trumpets. This is our only clue. 

The word "memorial" indicates that the event to be remembered had taken place prior to this ordinance.  

To solve the puzzle, we must ask ourselves what extremely significant event, involving the blowing of 

trumpets, took place in the national life of Israel? What spiritual event was of such great importance that 

God commanded the people to remember it every year? I believe the Bible points to one outstanding 

event—connected to the blowing of trumpets—that required memorializing.  

"When the ram's horn sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain. So it came about on the 

third day, when it was morning, that there were thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the 

mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. And 

Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Now 

Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the Lord descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like 

the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently. When the sound of the trumpet grew 

louder and louder, Moses spoke and God answered him with thunder" (Exodus 19:13b, 16-19).  



 

104 

 

In Exodus chapters 19 and 20 we read the account of God's appearance on Mount Sinai and the initial 

giving of the Ten Commandments. Exodus 19:5 depicts God inviting the children of Israel into a 

covenant: the Mosaic Covenant. In a spectacular revelation, God manifested His presence in the smoke 

and fire on Mount Sinai—as He came to covenant with His people amidst the sound of a trumpet that 

caused the people to tremble. They promised to do everything that the Lord commanded.  

This cataclysmic event was to be stamped indelibly upon the memory of the people of Israel. Every 

year, at the Feast of Trumpets, those same-sounding trumpet blasts reminded Israel that they were a 

people under covenant; a nation who had accepted the responsibilities of being God's people. By doing 

so, the nation also prepared herself for the Day of Atonement, eight days later, when they would repent 

and find atonement for all they had done to break this covenant.  

The Fulfillment of the Feast of Trumpets  

I believe that the truest fulfillment of this festival is Jesus' offer of the New Covenant to all who would 

receive it.  

"'This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you'" (Luke 22:20b).  

We who have accepted the New Covenant remember this fact every time we take communion. The 

bread and the cup remind us of the cataclysmic events of the Lord's death and resurrection. They remind 

us of our responsibilities in being New Covenant-people. We repent and show remorse for our sin in 

falling short of this high and holy calling. Through faith in the shed blood of Jesus, we receive the full 

and final atonement provided by the New Covenant.  

 

 


