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Date:  October 18, 2017 
Title:  John’s Commission to Write 
Text:  Rev. 1:9-20 
Theme: Jesus earned and wears the victor’s crown.  
 
Outline: 
 
I. John’s Commission (vv. 9-11) 
 

a. John’s Loyalty (v. 9a) 
 

b. John’s Geography 
 

c. John’s Identity (vv. 9a, c “Word / testimony”) 
 

d. John’s Responsibility (vv. 11, 19 “Write”) 
 
e. John’s Humility (v. 17 “I fell as dead”) 

 
II. John’s Vision / Revelation (vv. 12-16) 

 
a. His Presence (v. 13 “He walks among us”) 

 
b. His Majesty (vv. 13, 14 “His Garment” Dan. 7:13) 
 
c. His Insight (v. 14 “Eyes” Dan. 7:9) 

 
d. His Purity (v. 15 “His feet”) 

 
e. His Enormity (v. 15 “His voice”) 

 
f. His Authority (v. 16, 18 “Two-edged Sword” “Keys”) 

 
g. His Certainty 

 
III. John’s Commission (vv. 17b-20) 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
REMEMBER (vv. 17, 18) 

• All the mysteries of God are revealed in Him. 

• All the purposes of God reach their goal in Him. 

• All the promises of God are fulfilled in Him. 
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Shadow

OT

Substance 

Inaugurated
"It is finished"

John 19:30

Substance 

Completed

Rev. 19-22

Date:  October 18, 2017 
Title:  John’s Commission to Write – A Vision of the King 
Text:  Rev. 1:9-20 
Theme: Jesus earned and wears the victor’s crown. 
 
Introduction:  
 
“John Phillips tells the following story, ‘One of the most stirring pages in English history tells of 
the conquests and crusades of Richard I, the Lionhearted. While Richard was away trouncing 
Saladin, his kingdom fell on bad times. His sly and graceless brother, John, usurped all the 
prerogatives of the king and misruled the realm. The people of England suffered, longing for 
the return of the king, and praying that it might be soon. Then one day Richard came. He landed 
in England and marched straight for his throne. John’s castles tumbled like ninepins. Great 
Richard laid claim to his throne, and none dared stand in his path. The people shouted their 
delight. They rang peal after peal on the bells. The Lion was back! Long live the king! One day 
a King greater than Richard will lay claim to a realm greater than England. Those who have 
abused the earth in His absence, seized His domains, and mismanaged His world will all be 
swept aside.’”1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is as if God’s “tornado” is running through the earth cutting a wide path of reclaiming what 
is His. Those outside the shelter of His redemptive work will perish. Those residing inside the 
shelter of His redemptive work will persevere. The storm is awe inspiring. It is terrifying in its 
enormity. But it will run its course leaving a path of destruction before it is spent and a new 
heaven and earth are birthed. 
 
There are different approaches to the study of this Letter. The following statement represents 
one of the approaches: 
 

If one follows the plain, literal or normal principle of interpretation he concludes that most 
of the book is yet in the future. No judgments in history have ever equaled those described 
in chapters 6, 8, 9, and 16. The resurrections and judgment described in chapter 20 have 
not yet occurred. There has been no visible return of Christ as portrayed in chapter 19.2 

 
Although I agree that this is an approach, it is not one we will be following in our present study. 
I think Jesus inaugurates the End Times in His incarnation, life, death, burial, resurrection, and 
Pentecost. I also think when He does come He will establish His kingdom (Rev. 19-22). 
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“As you read through this mysterious letter, note how many times, John says, ‘And I saw [15 
verses in Revelation {blepo}].’ What we have here is not so much a sequence of events as a 
series of visions, not only a prediction about coming things, but also a pulling aside of the 
curtain so that we can see what already is. Rev. 1:19 summarizes the entire book. ‘Write, 
therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.’  Right now, we 
cannot see Christ the King, but he is there, on the throne at the center of universe, ruling all 
things according to the plan of God. So grace and peace are ours. And he will come again, as he 
left, ‘with the clouds.’ Though only a few saw him go and no one sees him now, when he comes, 
‘every eye will see him, even those who pierced him….’ Even those who disbelieved that Christ 
is King so fiercely that they nailed him and speared him, even hardened unbelievers will see 
him then. But grace and peace will be yours then, too.”3 
 
“John is commissioned to write to the churches because their confidence is grounded in Christ’s 
installation as cosmic judge, priest, and ruler of the church as a result of His victory over death.”4 
“Throughout history there have been times of incredible pressure placed upon the Church, 
God’s people. Persecution, pressure, and perilous times have been created by tyrants and 
enemies of God who sought to silence the work of God in the lives of His people. What do you 
do if you are living under the oppressive hand of Pharaoh in Egypt for four hundred years? If 
we are talking about four months of oppression then maybe you can tighten your grip and pray 
to wait out the storm. Four years? The opposition and persecution would surely take its toll 
upon the minds and spirits of God’s people, but if we are talking about four hundred years of 
slavery then you had better come up with a better plan. There have been others besides Pharaoh 
who have sought to squeeze the life out of God’s people. If you will remember King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon applied pressure to young Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego for 
refusing to bow down to an idol made with human hands? The King told them that they could 
either bow down to his golden image or he would throw them into a blazing fire. The three 
Hebrews responded to King Nebuchadnezzar. 

16Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do 
not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17If we are thrown into the 
blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from 
your hand, O king. 18But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we 
will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” (Daniel 3:16-
18 NIV) 

Jump forward to the first century and the land of the Roman Empire. Emperor Domitian’s ‘god 
complex’ was beginning to make life difficult for those living under his dominance. What was 
the Church to do? Were the people of God to go underground and keep quiet so that they could 
avoid any unnecessary conflict with civil authorities? Were they to pay homage to the many 
‘gods’ of their community so they wouldn’t cause a fuss? Were they to rise up and seek to 
overthrow the tyrant? Were they to lose all hope and cave in to the pressure to conform? These 
are questions that many Christians living under godless regimes have had to pray for answers 
for while they faced persecution. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in Hitler’s Germany, joined with other 
pastors and prayed for guidance as to how they should respond to their out-of-control leader. 
Cardinal Jaime Sin, and followers of Jesus in the Philippines, joined together to seek God’s heart 
as they witnessed the assassination of Benigno Aquino by Ferdinand Marcos’ henchmen in the 
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80s. Christians are still praying, still seeking guidance from the Father about what they are to do 
in lands like China, Nigeria, Syria, and Burma. The Church has been called to be salt and light 
in a dark and tasteless world and yet when the pressure is applied our natural reaction is to 
shrink back or try and figure a way out from under the pressure. What are the people of God 

to do when times get tough and society no longer desires salt or light? Our lesson from 
Revelation 1:9-20 today gives us insight into God’s counsel to His people who are living in 
situations such as these.”5 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

“John wrote by specific authority of Christ. This is restated (1:1) in the record of his commission 
to write (1:9-20).”6 
 
The Melodic Line – From Genesis through the Church to the final chapters of Revelation, the 
Story of God comes full circle.  
 
God’s control, the sacrifice of Jesus, and the sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit assures the 
completion of God’s Story for His people to know and experience the joy He has within Himself 
as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
SUMMARY OF THEME 

“and he said with a loud voice, ‘Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; 
worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters’” (Rev. 14:7). 

 
We are studying the Letter as an already / not yet outlook. In the death, burial, resurrection, 
and Pentecost event, the last days are upon us. The biblical last days began at the incarnation 
and will conclude with His second coming.  
 
“In particular, this vision of Jesus draws together the vision of two characters in one of the most 
famous biblical visions, that of Daniel 7. There, as the suffering of God’s people reaches its 
height, ‘the Ancient of Days’ takes his seat in heaven, and ‘one like a son of man’ is presented 
before him, and enthroned alongside him. Now, in John’s vision, these two pictures seem to 
have merged. When we are looking at Jesus, he is saying, we are looking straight through him 
at the father himself.”7 
 

THE ISSUE 

• The Church is to persevere, to endure in the face of tribulation and persecution. 

• The ability to do so is sourced in who JESUS is and what He has done and who they are 
in Him. 

• 1st Cycle - The Seven Churches of Asia Minor 1:9-3:22  

• Introduction (1:9-20) 

• This vision is introductory to chapters 2 and 3, the letters to the churches, and the events 
that follow.  

• The Seven Churches (2:1-3:22) 
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There is a necessary and direct alignment between the writings of Daniel and that of the 
Revelation. Daniel describes God in the abstract whereas Revelation lays Him out in the 
concrete. Revelation says, “This is Him.” Notice John’s use of Daniel. 
 
John is told to write what is about to unfold. The vision he sees of the resurrected and glorious 
Jesus strengthens and prepares the church for the suffering and persecution awaiting them. 
 
Outline: 
 
“John communicates grace and peace to the churches from the eternal father, the Spirit, and the 
Faithful Son, who conquered death, has begun to reign as king, and has redeemed believers as 
kings and priests, all for God’s glory (1:4-6). The son’s kingship and the father’s sovereignty over 
history are emphasized as the basis of the church’s grace and peace and the father’s glory (vv. 
7, 8).”8 
 
“This section of Revelation that we are looking at today can be divided into three different 
sections. First, in verses 9-11, we read about John’s situation prior to the vision. Secondly, in 
verses 12-16 we read about John’s glorious vision of Jesus. Last of all, in verses 17-20 we read 
about John’s response to the vision, Jesus’ response to John, and Jesus’ explanation of the “seven 
stars” and the “seven golden lampstands.”9 
 
In our text, we have a description of John (vv. 9, 10), those who are to receive the Letter (v. 11), 
and finally of the speaker Himself (vv. 12-20). 
 
I. John’s Commission (vv. 9-11) 
 

a. John’s Loyalty (v. 9a) 
 
John is a fellow partaker. He does not stand alone, but is a part of this community of faith. He, 
like they, is a part of the same community identified by tribulation, kingdom and perseverance. 
 
“John and his community are people who even now reign together in Jesus’ kingdom.”10  
 

• “and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father--to Him be the glory and the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen” (Rev. 1:6). 
 

• “I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in 
Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus” (Rev. 1:9). 
 

• “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth” (Rev. 
5:10). 
 

• “Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world 
has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever” (Rev. 11:15). 
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• “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he 
who accuses them before our God day and night” (Rev. 12:10). 

 
Whatever else we might read, this forms the bedrock for what is about to unfold. 
 

b. John’s Geography 
 
John is on the island of Patmos (vv. 9b, 10). Physically, John is on the island. Spiritually, John is 
“in the spirit.” 
 
LORD’S DAY 
“The phrases is clearly and consistently used of Sunday from the second half of the second 
century on. The idea that Rev. 1:10 implies a Christian observance of the Sabbath is the least 
likely alternative.”11  
 

c. John’s Identity (vv. 9a, c “Word / testimony”) 
 

d. John’s Responsibility (vv. 11, 19 “Write”) 
 
e. John’s Humility (v. 17 “I fell as dead”) 

 
John instinctively knew what he was seeing and the sight filled him with dread. 
 
THE VISION’S INTENT was for the reader to be blinded by the brilliance of God’s glory. 
 
“John is commissioned to write to the churches because the initial vision he receives 
demonstrates that the saints’ confidence is grounded in Christ’s installation as cosmic judge, 
priest, and ruler of the church as a result of His victory over death.”12 
 
II. John’s Vision / Revelation (vv. 12-16) 

 
“Rev. 1:13-16 is the counterpart of Dan. 10:5, 6.”13 “The vision develops the themes of suffering, 
kingdom, and priesthood already found in vv. 1-9, and it introduces the new theme of Christ as 
judge. In vv. 12-16 Christ is portrayed as the eschatological heavenly priest, end-time ruler, and 
judge.”14 
 
‘It appeals not to logic, but to the imagination – which has been starved rotten in some parts 
of our culture, and over-stimulated in others. Now we are being asked to imagine: what would 
it look like if the curtain between heaven and earth were suddenly pulled up, revealing the Jesus 
who had been there all along but whom we have managed either to ignore or to cut down to 
our own size.? This is the answer: a Jesus who is mind-blowing, dramatically powerful but 
also gentle and caring; a Jesus in and through whom we see his father, God the creator; a Jesus 
who has spoken, and still speaks, words which explain what is going on in the present, and 
warn of what will happen in the future (v. 19).”15 
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“An analysis of OT allusions in vv 13-15 shows that the predominant features of the Son of man 
are drawn from Daniel 7 and especially Daniel 10, with other texts contributing secondarily to 
the depiction. Most commentators agree that the significance of this is that Christ is portrayed 
as a kingly and priestly figure, since the figure in the two Daniel texts has the same features. 
Part of Christ’s priestly role is to tend the lampstands. The OT priest would trim the lamps, 
remove the wick and old oil, refill the lamps with fresh oil, and relight those that had gone out. 
Likewise, Christ tends the ecclesial lampstands by commending, correcting, exhorting, and 
warning in order to secure the churches fitness for service as light bearers in a dark world.”16 
 
SEVEN (vv. 11, 16, 20) 
It is the number of completion. Despite the problems about to be identified, this symbol 
attributes ‘completion’ to the church.  The completion of the church is embedded not only in 
the word ‘seven,’ but in the symbol of the ‘lampstands’. This takes us right back to Exodus 
25:31-40, where instructions and reports are given regarding the crafting of the lampstand for 
the Tabernacle.  

• That it had seven arms. 

• That it was made of pure gold. 

• That is was crafted [hammered out] from one piece of gold. 

• That is was consecrated to God, that is, deemed to be holy because it was set apart by 
God and for God. 

 
a. His Presence (v. 13 “He walks among us”) 

 
Jesus in their midst. He is what gives any church its value. Without Him, His Church ceases to 
be a Church. The value of each church is not what it does for Him, but in what He has done for 
them. The stars in His hand speak of His oversight and control over His Church. 
 
THE SASH 
“Either a priest or judge wore a long robe. However, a priest would wear his girdle around his 
waist, signifying service. He would often lift the hem of his garment and tuck it under his girdle 
as he went about some of his priestly duties. By contrast, a judge wore the girdle over one 
shoulder and across his chest as an insignia of the magisterial office he held.”17  
 

b. His Majesty (vv. 13, 14 “His Garment” Dan. 7:13) 
 
c. His Insight (v. 14 “Eyes” Dan. 7:9) 

 
d. His Purity (v. 15 “His feet”) 

 

He walks among His Church and causes their purity. 
 

e. His Enormity (v. 15 “His voice”) 
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This is the first of many references to a ‘voice’. Sometimes, as here, it is the voice of Jesus Christ. 
Sometimes it is the voice of a mighty angel, or of many angels.  Sometimes it is the voice of God. 
Always the voice or voices are loud. This one is ‘like a loud trumpet’. 
 

God - Rev. 1:10; 10:3; 11:12; 16:1; 21:3 
Angels - Rev. 5:2, 12; 6:10; 7:2, 10; 8:13; 12:10; 14:7, 9, 15, 18; 16:17; 19:1, 17 
Commanding Presence; Non-negotiable; Arresting Attention. 
 

f. His Authority (v. 16, 18 “Two-edged Sword” “Keys”) 
 

Death is not in charge. Jesus is: he holds the keys. What he shuts no one can open. What he opens 
no one can shut [Isaiah 22:22; Revelation 3:7]. 
 

“Let God’s enemies beware!”18 The Bible clearly paints a picture of Jesus triumphing in His 
sinless life, sacrificial, substitutionary death, ratifying resurrection, and returning Holy Spirit 
into the Temple of God. 
 

Listen to the language of the text. 
 

• 13 “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against 
us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities 
and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him” (Col. 2:13-15). 
 

• 14 “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, 
that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and 
might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives”( Heb. 2:14, 15). 
 

• 7 “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. 8 Therefore do not be 
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel 
according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, 
10 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel, 11 for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle 
and a teacher” (2 Tim. 1:7-11). 
 

• 23 “But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, 24 then 
comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule 
and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The 
last enemy that will be abolished is death. 27 For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER 
HIS FEET. But when He says, ‘All things are put in subjection,’ it is evident that He is excepted who put all 
things in subjection to Him. 28 When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be 
subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all” (1 Cor. 15:23-28). 
 

• 54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, 
then will come about the saying that is written, ‘DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory 55 O DEATH, 
WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?’ 56 The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:54-58). 
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He has secured the legal right to reclaim what is rightfully His and He will put all of His enemies 
down in the reestablishing of God’s Garden and redeeming of His people from sin and death. 
 

g. His Certainty 
 
The intent of the Vision is to establish His authority over what is about to happen.  
Everything in the Vision says, “He is in Control.” 
 
III. John’s Commission (vv. 17b-20) 

 

DO NOT BE AFRAID (v. 17) 
Our status as creature causes us to fear [rejection]. 
Our standing as sons grants us access [acceptance]. 
The most repeated command in the Bible is “BE NOT AFRAID.” 
 

“ON ME” (v. 17) 
“On several occasions when men have had a glimpse of the glory of God, they rightly fell on 
their face in humble submission and reverence or responded in some way that showed the effect 
on man the creature when faced with the awesomeness of the Creator’s glory. But when they 
did this, God spoke or touched them or both (cf. Dan. 10:8-10, 15-16; Matt. 17:6-7). And so here, 
the Lord Jesus placed His right hand upon John and spoke words of comfort. Why did the Lord 
do this? Because the sovereignty and holiness of God that becomes terror and judgment to the 
unbelieving world becomes a source of comfort and protection to the believer in Christ because 
He stands cleansed and purified in the merit and love of Christ (Isa. 6:1-8).”19  
 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

REMEMBER (vv. 17, 18) 

• All the mysteries of God are revealed in Him. 

• All the purposes of God reach their goal in Him. 

• All the promises of God are fulfilled in Him. 
 
vv. 17-20 
“By the context, we can see that this description stands for God’s independent, self-existence, 
and self-sufficiency as the transcendent and sovereign God of the universe. He stands outside 
and independent of all creation.”20  
 
REMEMBER (v. 20) 
God’s intent is to be understood.  
His intent is clarity, not confusion; to reveal and not to conceal. 
 

“This vision of the glory, power and authority of Jesus [1:12-20] is the first revelation that God 
gives to His suffering church. This is the foundational truth upon which all of the other visions 
and revelations are built.  This is the picture we are to keep in mind as we read through 
Revelation. We must keep revisiting this scene even as we look at others. This Jesus is the Jesus 
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we will see in action in different contexts right through this book, in scenes that are quite 
frightening and overwhelming. When we see Him there let us always remember this, that He is 
this Jesus – the Son of Man who loves us and gave His life for us, this Jesus who says to us here 
‘Do not be afraid … I hold the keys! Do not be afraid … I have already conquered!’”21  
 

1944 - MacArthur returns 

After advancing island by island across the Pacific Ocean, U.S. General Douglas MacArthur 
wades ashore onto the Philippine island of Leyte, fulfilling his promise to return to the area he 
was forced to flee in 1942. 
The son of an American Civil War hero, MacArthur served as chief U.S. military adviser to the 
Philippines before World War II. The day after Pearl Harbor was bombed on December 7, 1941, 
Japan launched its invasion of the Philippines. After struggling against great odds to save his 
adopted home from Japanese conquest, MacArthur was forced to abandon the Philippine island 
fortress of Corregidor under orders from President Franklin Roosevelt in March 1942. Left 
behind at Corregidor and on the Bataan Peninsula were 90,000 American and Filipino troops, 
who, lacking food, supplies, and support, would soon succumb to the Japanese offensive. 
After leaving Corregidor, MacArthur and his family traveled by boat 560 miles to the Philippine 
island of Mindanao, braving mines, rough seas, and the Japanese navy. At the end of the hair-
raising 35-hour journey, MacArthur told the boat commander, John D. Bulkeley, “You’ve taken 
me out of the jaws of death, and I won’t forget it.” On March 17, the general and his family 
boarded a B-17 Flying Fortress for northern Australia. He then took another aircraft and a long 
train ride down to Melbourne. During this journey, he was informed that there were far fewer 
Allied troops in Australia than he had hoped. Relief of his forces trapped in the Philippines 
would not be forthcoming. Deeply disappointed, he issued a statement to the press in which 
he promised his men and the people of the Philippines, “I shall return.” The promise would 
become his mantra during the next two and a half years, and he would repeat it often in public 
appearances. 
Meanwhile, in the Philippines, Bataan fell in April, and the 70,000 American and Filipino 
soldiers captured there were forced to undertake a death march in which at least 7,000 perished. 
Then, in May, Corregidor surrendered, and 15,000 more Americans and Filipinos were captured. 
The Philippines were lost, and the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff had no immediate plans for their 
liberation. 
After the U.S. victory at the Battle of Midway in June 1942, most Allied resources in the Pacific 
went to U.S. Admiral Chester Nimitz, who as commander of the Pacific Fleet planned a more 
direct route to Japan than via the Philippines. Undaunted, MacArthur launched a major 
offensive in New Guinea, winning a string of victories with his limited forces. By September 
1944, he was poised to launch an invasion of the Philippines, but he needed the support of 
Nimitz’s Pacific Fleet. After a period of indecision about whether to invade the Philippines or 
Formosa, the Joint Chiefs put their support behind MacArthur’s plan, which logistically could 
be carried out sooner than a Formosa invasion. 
On October 20, 1944, a few hours after his troops landed, MacArthur waded ashore onto the 
Philippine island of Leyte. That day, he made a radio broadcast in which he declared, “People 
of the Philippines, I have returned!” In January 1945, his forces invaded the main Philippine 
island of Luzon. In February, Japanese forces at Bataan were cut off, and Corregidor was 
captured. Manila, the Philippine capital, fell in March, and in June MacArthur announced 
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his offensive operations on Luzon to be at an end; although scattered Japanese resistance 
continued until the end of the war, in August. Only one-third of the men MacArthur left 
behind in March 1942 survived to see his return. “I’m a little late,” he told them, “but we 
finally came.”22 
 

Friends, Jesus said, “Behold I come in the clouds,” and you and I can rest knowing He will. 
 

THE TEXT AND ME 
Clarity – “AHA” 
What draws your attention? What seems important to you? 
Question Marks? 
What is hard to understand? What do you wish you could ask the author? 
Claiming it  
What applies personally to your life? 
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Shadow

OT

Substance 

Inaugurated
"It is finished"

John 19:30

Substance 
Completed

Rev. 19-22

 
 

THE VISION
1. Cosmic Judge

2. High Priest

3. Absolute Ruler / King of kings

 

OVERARCHING IDEA
•He has claimed what is His and is taking
it back.

 

The Story of God 

comes full circle.
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VICTORY
•Col. 2:13-15
13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the
record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands.
This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the
rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by
triumphing over them in him.

 

SUMMARY OF THEME
•14:7 and he said with a loud voice, "Fear 

God, and give Him glory, because the 
hour of His judgment has come; worship 

Him who made the heaven and the 
earth and sea and springs of waters."

 

THE LAST DAYS
From His 1st Coming to His 2nd Coming

Prologue 1st

Cycle

2nd

Cycle

3rd

Cycle

4th

Cycle

5th

Cycle

6th

Cycle

7th

Cycle

Epilogue

Rev. 1:19 "Therefore write the things which you 

have seen, and the things which are, and the 

things which will take place after these things.

 

THE ISSUE
•The Church is to persevere in the face of 
tribulation and persecution.

•The ability to do so is sourced in who 
JESUS is and what He has done and who 
they are in Him.

 

1st Cycle - The Seven Churches of 
Asia Minor 1:9-3:22 
•Introduction (1:9-20)

•This vision is introductory to chapters 2 
and 3, the letters to the churches, and 
the events that follow. 

•The Seven Churches (2:1-3:22)

 

John’s Use of Daniel Rev. Dan.

God sitting on a throne 1:4 7:9a

A plurality of heavenly beings surrounding 

the throne

1:4 7:10b

The Son of man (Christ’s) universal rule 1:4 7:13-14

The saints given or made a kingdom 1:6, 9 7:18, 

22, 27a

The coming of a Son of man on clouds 

with authority

1:7A 7:13

 

John’s Use of Daniel Rev. Dan.

The image of a book associated with 

judgment

1:11 7:10

Detailed description of a heavenly figure 

and his environment

1:12-

16

7:9-10

The seer’s emotional distress because of 

the vision

1:17a 7:15

The seer given heavenly counsel consisting 

of an interpretation of part of the vision

1:17-

20

7:16-

17ff
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AN OUTLINE (1:9-20)

1. John’s Commission (vv. 9-11)

2. John’s Vision (vv. 12-17a)

3. John’s Commission Repeated 

(vv. 17b-20)
 

JOHN’S COMMISSION (vv. 9-11)

John’s Loyalty (v. 9a [συγκοινωνός ])

Suffering

[Already]

“Patient Endurance”

[Waiting]

Kingdom

[Not Yet]

John’s Geography (“On Patmos” vv. 9b, 10)

Physically / Patmos – Spiritually / “In Spirit”

 

KINGDOM 
•Re 1:6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, 
priests to His God and Father--to Him be the 
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

•Re 1:9 ¶ I, John, your brother and fellow 
partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and 

perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the 
island called Patmos because of the word of God 
and the testimony of Jesus.  

KINGDOM 
•Re 5:10 "You have made them to be a kingdom 

and priests to our God; and they will reign upon 
the earth."

•Re 11:15 Then the seventh angel sounded; and 
there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The 

kingdom of the world has become the kingdom 

of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign 

forever and ever."  

KINGDOM 
•Re 12:10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, 
saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and 

the kingdom of our God and the authority of His 

Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren 
has been thrown down, he who accuses them 
before our God day and night.

 

LORD’S DAY
•“The phrases is clearly and consistently 
used of Sunday from the second half of 
the second century on. The idea that 
Rev. 1:10 implies a Christian observance 
of the Sabbath is the least likely 
alternative.” G.K. Beale, NIGTC, The Book of Revelation, 203.

 

JOHN (vv. 9, 10)

John’s Identity (v. 9c “Word/Testimony”)

John’s Responsibility (vv. 11, 19 “Write”)

John’s Humility (v. 17 “I fell as Dead”)
 

“THE VOICE”
•This is the first of many references to a 
‘voice’. Sometimes, as here, it is the voice of 
Jesus Christ. Sometimes it is the voice of a 
mighty angel, or of many angels. Sometimes 
it is the voice of God. Always the voice or 
voices are loud. This one is ‘like a loud 
trumpet’.
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“THE VOICE”
•God - Rev. 1:10; 10:3; 11:12; 16:1; 21:3

•Angels - Rev. 5:2, 12; 6:10; 7:2, 10; 8:13; 
12:10; 14:7, 9, 15, 18; 16:17; 19:1, 17

•Commanding Presence; Non-negotiable; 
Arresting Attention.

 

SEVEN (vv. 11, 16, 20)
•It is the number of completion. Despite 
the problems about to be identified, this 
symbol attributes ‘completion’ to the 
church. 

 

•The completion of the church is embedded 
not only in the word ‘seven’, but in the 

symbol of the ‘lampstands’. This takes us 
right back to Exodus 25:31-40, where 
instructions and reports are given regarding 
the crafting of the lampstand for the 
Tabernacle. 

SEVEN (vv. 11, 16, 20)

 

•That it had seven arms.

•That it was made of pure gold.

•That is was crafted [hammered out] from one 

piece of gold.

•That is was consecrated to God, that is, 
deemed to be holy because it was set apart 
by God and for God.

SEVEN (vv. 11, 16, 20)

 

 

THE SPEAKER (vv. 12-22)

His Presence (v. 13 “He walks among”)

His Majesty (vv. 13, 14 “His Garment” Dan. 

7:13)

His insight (v. 14 “Eyes” Dan. 7:9)  

THE SASH
•Either a priest or judge wore a long robe. However, a 
priest would wear his girdle around his waist, signifying 
service. He would often lift the hem of his garment and 
tuck it under his girdle as he went about some of his 
priestly duties. By contrast, a judge wore the girdle 
over one shoulder and across his chest as an insignia of 
the magisterial office he held. 

https://bible.org/seriespage/5-awesome-and-awestruck-revelation-19-20#P46_20047

 

THE SPEAKER (vv. 12-22)

His Purity (v. 15 “His feet”) He walks among 

His Church and causes their purity.

His Enormity (v. 15 “His Voice”)

His Authority (vv. 16, 18 “Two-edged Sword” “Keys”)
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•Jesus in their midst. He is what gives 
any church its value. Without Him, His 
Church ceases to be a Church. The value 
of each church is not what it does for 
Him, but in what He has done for them. 
The stars in His hand speak of His 
oversight and control over His Church.

 

THE SPEAKER (vv. 12-20)

His Certainty (v. 17 “Alpha / 

Omega”)

 

COMMISSION 2
•John’s Commission Restated (vv. 17b-
20)

 

“KEYS”
•Death is not in charge. Jesus is: he holds 
the keys. What he shuts no one can 
open. What he opens no one can shut 
[Isaiah 22:22; Revelation 3:7].

 

THE INTENT
•The intent of the Vision is to establish 
His authority over what is about to 
happen. 

•Everything in the Vision says, “He is in 
Control.”

 

DO NOT BE AFRAID (v. 17)
•Our status as creature causes us to fear 
[rejection].

•Our standing as sons grants us access 
[acceptance].

•The most repeated command in the 
Bible is “BE NOT AFRAID.”

 

“ON ME” (v. 17)
•On several occasions when men have had a 
glimpse of the glory of God, they rightly fell 
on their face in humble submission and 
reverence or responded in some way that 
showed the effect on man the creature 
when faced with the awesomeness of the 
Creator’s glory. 

 

•But when they did this, God spoke or 
touched them or both (cf. Dan. 10:8-10, 
15-16; Matt. 17:6-7). And so here, the 
Lord Jesus placed His right hand upon 
John and spoke words of comfort.

“ON ME” (v. 17)
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•Why did the Lord do this? Because the 
sovereignty and holiness of God that becomes 
terror and judgment to the unbelieving world 
becomes a source of comfort and protection to 
the believer in Christ because He stands cleansed 
and purified in the merit and love of Christ (Isa. 
6:1-8). https://bible.org/seriespage/1-prologue-rev-11-8

“ON ME” (v. 17)

 

Α AND Ω 
•By the context, we can see that this 
description stands for God’s independent, 
self-existence, and self-sufficiency as the 
transcendent and sovereign God of the 
universe. He stands outside and 
independent of all creation. 
https://bible.org/seriespage/1-prologue-rev-11-8

 

REMEMBER (v. 20)
•God’s intent is to be understood. 

•His intent is clarity, not 
confusion; to reveal and not to 
conceal.

 

•This vision of the glory, power and 
authority of Jesus [1:12-20] is the first 
revelation that God gives to His 
suffering church. This is the 
foundational truth upon which all of 
the other visions and revelations are 
built. This is the picture we are to keep 
in mind as we read through Revelation. 

 

•We must keep revisiting this scene 
even as we look at others. This Jesus is 
the Jesus we will see in action in 
different contexts right through this 
book, in scenes that are quite 
frightening and overwhelming. 

 

•When we see Him let us always 
remember, He is this Jesus – the Son of 
Man who loves us and gave His life for 
us, this Jesus who says to us here ‘Do 
not be afraid … I hold the keys! Do not 
be afraid … I have already conquered!’ 
http://www.godswordforyou.com/revelation/studies-in-revelation/989-revelation-1-1-8-introduction.html

 

THE TEXT AND ME
1. All the mysteries of God are revealed 

in Him.

2. All the purposes of God reach their 
goal in Him.

3. All the promises of God are fulfilled in 
Him.

 

THE TEXT AND ME
1. Clarity – “AHA”

•What draws your attention? What seems important 
to you?

2. Question Marks?

•What is hard to understand? What do you wish you 
could ask the author?

3. Claiming it 

•What applies personally to your life?
 

 


