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Date:
Title:
Text:
Theme:

November 1, 2017
The Letter to the Seven Churches: Pt. 2
Revelation 2 and 3; Misc.

THE BIG PICTURE:
The whole of the biblical Story expands on, explains, and explores God’s pursuit of His people
for their joy and His glory.
CONCENTRIC CIRCLES
• Concentric circles are simply circles that all have the same center. They fit inside each
other and are the same distance apart all the way around.
• The idea of the Garden where God meets His people for their joy and His glory is the
center of every circle.
TO THE CHURCH
1. The local church is one of those circles and at the center of that circle is the GARDEN.
2. 1:4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
3. See also 1:11, 20; 2:7, 11, 17, 23, 29; 3:6, 13, 22; 22:16
WHAT ARE THESE CHURCHES AND WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP THE CHURCH HAS
TO THE GARDEN?
1. These are geographically defined assemblies.
2. They are not in the abstract or ungathered. They are concrete and physical. One can
“touch” these churches.
3. They are not individual people but gathered communities. Everyone is saved as
individuals for community.
4. These geographically defined assemblies have functioning Elders and Deacons.
5. These geographically defined assemblies are THE CHURCH.
6. These geographically defined assemblies are the means/mission of God for fulfilling His
creation Vision.
HIS VISION
“And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full
of His glory” (Isa. 6:3).
“They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the
LORD as the waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9).

HIS MISSION
“And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on
earth. 19 [As you are going] therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age’” (Matt. 28:18-20).

18

61

Revelation 2-3 Overview – Part 2
___________________________________________________________________________________________

TO THE CHURCH
1. The local church is part of the lineage and linkage from the Garden in Genesis to the
global temple in Revelation.
2. The Church is important because of its DNA.
3. It tells me of what was and of what will be.
Compare 2, 3 w/ 21, 22
One cannot help but notice that the Letters of chapters 2-3 stand in opposing parallelism to
chapters 21-22.
The struggle existing in chapters 2 and 3 is absent in chapters 21 and 22.
This is where we are under the curse. Nevertheless, this is where we will be when the curse is
lifted (Rev. 22:3).
Outline:
THE FORMAT
1. The commission to the Angel (“To the angel of the church in…”)
2. The character of Christ (Christ’s self-description in Rev 1:12-20)
3. The commending of the Church (Laodicea lacks this)
4. The correcting of the Church (Smyrna and Philadelphia lack this)
5. The calling to the Church (“He who has an ear, let him hear…”)
6. The comforting of the Church (“To him who overcomes…”)
GENERALITIES
1. There is a relationship between the “spiritual” realm of angels and local churches.
2. There is a relationship between Jesus and local churches.
3. The Serpent’s Seed wars against that of the woman’s.
4. Gospel celebrating local churches overcome and have a place in the Garden/Paradise of
God.
PUTTING THE PIECES TOGETHER
Let us use Ephesus as an example of how each letter ties together.
EPHESUS (2:1-7)
• The One Who Is Holding [Pres. Act. Ptc.]
• The One Who Is Walking [Pres. Act. Ptc.]
EPHESUS (2:1-7)
• The city actually was moved several times because of coastal changes, including the
movement of the harbor which was so important to the city. The modern city is now not
near the water.
• “You have left your first love” (v. 4)
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EPHESUS (2:1-7)
Q.
Why is He holding and why is He walking?
A.
Because the Ephesian Church keeps moving!
EPHESUS (2:1-7)
Q.
Why are they offered the tree of life in the paradise of God?
A1. Unlike the Ephesian Church, trees are stationary as is the Paradise of God.
A2. What the false tree could not offer or secure, God’s tree can.
JESUS
1. How does the Letter portray JESUS?
2. What is the impression we are left with concerning Him?
GOOD WORKS
1. Good Works or the Moral/Ethical IMPERATIVE of the New Testament Church.
2. What do we mean by GOOD WORKS? How might we define such things?
3. Can we use a “secular” means of measuring one’s good works [i.e. the Christian life]?
4. It is possible for such things to be absent and thus necessary or are they assumed and
thus normal?
5. The relationship between our Justification and our Sanctification.
6. Does the JESUS SEED always produce Spirit generated FRUIT?
7. Reference made to the works of the believing
8. God judges according to works
9. The works of the unbelieving
(See handout - Works [Ergon] in the Book of Revelation – Page 77)
HUH?
“There will be myriads of subjects during the millennium but not so many rulers or sovereigns.
All Christians, apparently, will be in the millennium, but only those Christians who overcome
will have the privilege of ruling and reigning with Christ.”1
TO OVERCOME
How does John use the word “overcomer” in his literature?
How does the rest of the NT use the word?
(See handout – John’s Usage of Nikao [overcomer])
What is the alternative to not overcome?
THE ULTIMATE OVERCOMER
KING JESUS
KING JESUS
Jesus has secured everything promised to those who overcome and gives to those who
overcome all He promised and secured. There is no possible way for the promises of God to
fail.
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THE PROMISE
What each Letter describes is an aspect of Revelation 21 and 22.
The end result of the gospel is life with God.
Revelation 21 and 22 describe elements of that life.
ENDURE
First, have the churches in Asia Minor endured?
Second, has the church survived (Matt. 16:18)?
What is the word to the churches? Endure, Hold Fast To Christ.
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?)
TODAY
• Today [75.6 million] there are more than 160,000 people of different Christian
denominations, representing less than 0.2 percent of Turkey's population, including an
estimated 80,000 Oriental Orthodox, 35,000 Roman Catholics, 18,000 Antiochian Greeks,
5,000 Greek Orthodox and smaller numbers of Protestants (Mostly ethnic Turkish).
• Currently there are 236 churches open for worship in Turkey. The Eastern Orthodox
Church has been headquartered in Istanbul since the 4th century.
1ST CYCLE
The church is under assault, but Jesus has won the victory and will fulfill all He has promised.
Do not abandon the gospel. Hold fast to the gospel. It is because of who Jesus is and what Jesus
does [the gospel] that the Father’s plan will come to fruition.
1

https://www.raptureready.com/resource/wilson/w6.htm
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Garden in Eden
The whole of the
biblical Story
New Heaven
New Earth
expands on,
explains, and
explores God’s
The Church
pursuit of His
people for their
JESUS
joy and His glory.

Pentecost

Old Testament

CONCENTRIC CIRCLES
Tabernacle

•Concentric circles are simply circles that all
have the same center. They fit inside each
other and are the same distance apart all the
way around.
•The idea of the Garden where God meets His
people for their joy and His glory is the center
of every circle.

Temple

TO THE CHURCH

. . . And Beyond

•The local church is one of those circles
and at the center of that circle is the
GARDEN.

The Gospel

TO THE CHURCH

TO THE CHURCH

•1:4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

•These are geographically defined
assemblies.
•They are not in the abstract or
ungathered. They are concrete and
physical. One can “touch” these
churches.

•See also 1:11, 20; 2:7, 11, 17, 23, 29;
3:6, 13, 22; 22:16
•What are these churches and what is
the relationship the church has to the
Garden?
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TO THE CHURCH

TO THE CHURCH

•They are not individual people but
gathered communities. Everyone is
saved as individuals for
community.
•These geographically defined
assemblies have functioning Elders and
Deacons.

•These geographically defined
assemblies are THE CHURCH.
•These geographically defined
assemblies are the means/mission of
God for fulfilling His creation Vision.

HIS VISION

HIS VISION

• Isa 6:3 And one called out to another
and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD
of hosts, The whole earth is full of His
glory.“

•Isaiah 11:9 They will not hurt or destroy
in all My holy mountain, For the earth
will be full of the knowledge of the
LORD as the waters cover the sea.

HIS MISSION

HIS MISSION

•Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came up and
spoke to them, saying, "All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on
earth. 19 “[As you are going] therefore
and make disciples of all the nations,

• . . . baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to observe all that I
commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age."

TO THE CHURCH

TO THE CHURCH

•The local church is
part of the lineage
and linkage from the
Garden in Genesis to
the global temple in
Revelation.

•The Church is important because of
its DNA.
•It tells me of what was and of what
will be.

...

66

Revelation 2-3 Overview – Part 2
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Compare 2, 3 w/ 21, 22
•One cannot help but notice that the
Letters of chapters 2-3 stand in opposing
parallelism to chapters 21-22.
•The struggle existing in chapters 2 and 3
is absent in chapters 21 and 22.

THE FORMAT

GENERALITIES

1. The commission to the Angel (“To the angel of the church in…”)
2. The character of Christ (Christ’s self-description in Rev 1:12-20)
3. The commending of the Church (Laodicea lacks this)
4. The correcting of the Church (Smyrna and Philadelphia lack this)
5. The calling to the Church (“He who has an ear, let him hear…”)
6. The comforting of the Church (“To him who overcomes…”)

•There is a relationship between the
“spiritual” realm of angels and local
churches.
•There is a relationship between Jesus
and local churches.

GENERALITIES
•The Serpent’s Seed wars against that of
the woman’s.
•Gospel celebrating local churches
overcome and have a place in the
Garden/Paradise of God.
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JESUS

Ephesus
2:1-7

Smyrna
2:8-11

Pergamum
2:12-17

Thyatira
2:18-29

Sardis
3:1-6

Philadelphia
3:7-13

v. 1 The One
who holds
the seven
stars in His
right hand,
the One who
walks among
the seven
golden
lampstands,

v. 8 The first
and the last,
who was
dead, and
has come to
life

The One who
has the sharp
two-edged
sword

The Son of
God, who has
eyes like a
flame of fire,
and His feet
are like
burnished
bronze

He who has
the seven
Spirits of God
and the seven
stars

He who is
holy, who is
true, who has
the key of
David, who
opens and no
one will shut,
and who
shuts and no
one opens

The Amen,
the faithful
and true
Witness, the
Beginning of
the creation
of God

Rev. 1:16, 17,
20; 2:1; 5:1,
7; 10:2

Rev. 1:8, 17,
18; 21:6;
22:13

Rev. 1:16;
2:12, 16;
19:15, 21

Rev. 1:14;
19:12

Rev. 1:4; 4:5;
5:6

“Key” - Rev.
9:1; 20:1
“David” – Rev.
5:5; 22:16

Rev. 1:5;
19:11; 22:6

The images stresses His authority, sovereignty, power, transcendence, and governance.
Whatever synonyms one might use would be appropriate and inadequate.
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EPHESUS (2:1-7)

EPHESUS (2:1-7)

•The One Who Is Holding [Pres. Act. Ptc.]
•The One Who Is Walking [Pres. Act. Ptc.]

•The city actually was moved several
times because of coastal changes,
including the movement of the harbor
which was so important to the city. The
modern city is now not near the water.
•“You have left your first love” (v. 4)

EPHESUS (2:1-7)

EPHESUS (2:1-7)

•Q.Why is He holding and why is He
walking?

•Q. Why are they offered the tree of life in the
paradise of God?

•A. Because the Ephesian Church keeps
moving!

•A1. Unlike the Ephesian Church, trees are
stationary as is the Paradise of God.
•A2. What the false tree could not offer or
secure, God’s tree can.

JESUS
•How does the Letter portray JESUS?
•What is the impression we are left with
concerning Him?
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GOOD WORKS

GOOD WORKS

•Good Works or the Moral/Ethical
IMPERATIVE of the New Testament
Church.
•What do we mean by GOOD WORKS?
How might we define such things?

•Can we use a “secular” means of
measuring one’s good works
[i.e. the Christian life]?
•It is possible for such things to be absent
and thus necessary or are they assumed
and thus normal?

GOOD WORKS

GOOD WORKS

•The relationship between our
Justification and our Sanctification.
•Does the JESUS SEED always produce
Spirit generated FRUIT?

•Reference made to the works of the
believing
•God judges according to works
•The works of the unbelieving
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HUH?

TO OVERCOME

•There will be myriads of subjects during the
millennium but not so many rulers or
sovereigns. All Christians, apparently, will be
in the millennium, but only those Christians
who overcome will have the privilege of
ruling and reigning with Christ.

•How does John use the word
“overcomer” in his literature?
•How does the rest of the NT use the
word?

• https://www.raptureready.com/resource/wilson/w6.htm

HE WHO OVERCOMES
Ephesus
2:1-7

Smyrna
2:8-11

Pergamum
2:12-17

Thyatira
2:18-29

Sardis
3:1-6

Philadelphia
3:7-13

Laodicea
3:14-22

To him who overcomes,
I will grant to eat of the
tree of life which is in
the Paradise of God.

He who overcomes
will not be hurt by the
second death.

To him who overcomes, to
him I will give some of the
hidden manna, and I will give
him a white stone, and a
new name written on the
stone which no one knows
but he who receives it.

26 'He who overcomes, and
he who keeps My deeds
until the end, TO HIM I WILL
GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE
NATIONS;
27 AND HE SHALL RULE
THEM WITH A ROD OF
IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF
THE POTTER ARE BROKEN
TO PIECES, as I also have
received authority from My
Father;
28 and I will give him the
morning star.

5 'He who overcomes will
thus be clothed in white
garments; and I will not
erase his name from the
book of life, and I will
confess his name before
My Father and before His
angels.

12 'He who overcomes, I will
make him a pillar in the temple
of My God, and he will not go
out from it anymore; and I will
write on him the name of My
God, and the name of the city of
My God, the new Jerusalem,
which comes down out of
heaven from My God, and My
new name.

21 'He who overcomes, I
will grant to him to sit
down with Me on My
throne, as I also overcame
and sat down with My
Father on His throne.

WHAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE?
Either all saved people overcome or some will not. Not to overcome is to be separated from God forever.
Matthew 24, 25 uses similar language. You either hear “well done” or you are “well done.”
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THE ULTIMATE
OVERCOMER

What is offered in Rev.
2 and 3 is secured in
Rev. 21, 22.

KING JESUS

THE PROMISE

Jesus has secured everything promised
to those who overcome and gives to
those who overcome all He promised
and secured. There is no possible way for
the promises of God to fail.

•What each Letter describes is an aspect
of Revelation 21 and 22.
•The end result of the gospel is life with
God.
•Revelation 21 and 22 describe
elements of that life.

ENDURE
•First, have the churches in Asia Minor
endured?
•Second, has the church survived (Matt.
16:18)?

TODAY

1ST CYCLE

• Today [75.6 million] there are more than 160,000 people of
different Christian denominations, representing less than
0.2 percent of Turkey's population, including an estimated
80,000 Oriental Orthodox, 35,000 Roman Catholics, 18,000
Antiochian Greeks, 5,000 Greek Orthodox and smaller
numbers of Protestants (Mostly ethnic Turkish).
• Currently there are 236 churches open for worship in Turkey.
The Eastern Orthodox Church has been headquartered in
Istanbul since the 4th century.

•The church is under assault, but Jesus has
won the victory and will fulfill all He has
promised.
•Do not abandon the gospel. Hold fast to the
gospel. It is because of who Jesus is and what
Jesus does [the gospel] that the Father’s plan
will come to fruition.
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Reigning Grace,

Sanctification

Glorification

“Born-Again”

Christian Life

Heaven

Sanctification

Justification

You
Auto Soterism
You and God
Synergism
GOD
Monergism

Justification

SALVATION

You
Auto Soterism

Glorification

The Bema Seat Judgment,
and the Believer’s Reward

You
Auto Soterism

You and God
Synergism
GOD
Monergism

You and God
Synergism
GOD
Monergism

WORK / REWARD

WORK / REWARD

•One’s work and one’s reward are tied
together.
•The source is either one’s self, one’s self
working with God, or God.

•How does each of these perspectives
shape our Christian life?
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REFORMED
• Justification and Sanctification are inseparable.
• One’s “work” proves one’s justification.

FREE GRACE
• Justification and Sanctification separated.
• One’s present “work” determines one’s standing and function in
the kingdom.

REIGNING GRACE
• Justification and Sanctification are inseparable.
• The JESUS SEED always produces/results in GOSPEL FRUIT. What
GOD BEGINS, HE FINISHES. The work is singular and done by God.

WORKS

WORKS

1.Fruit is the natural consequence of New
Birth (Matt. 7:18).
2.The two cannot be separated (Eph. 2:810).
3.A non-fruit bearing Christian is
unsustainable (Matt. 7:19).

4. Fruit-bearing, good works, and
obedience are synonymous.
5. God works in our volition so we
choose obedience as a pattern
(1 John 3:4-10 [cf. Rom. 1:32; Gal.
5:21; Eph. 5:5]).

WORKS

GOD’S REWARD

6. Christians will be rewarded according
to their works (Rev. 14:13; 20:12, 13;
22:12).
7. The amount of fruit one bears is
determined by God (Matt. 25:14, 15).

1.A sower went forth to sow [Matt. 13:1ff
{v. 8}].
2.Laborers for His vineyard [Matt. 20:1-16
{vv. 13-15}].
3.The various talents [Matt. 25:14, 15].
4.The thief on the cross [Luke 23:43].

CASTING CROWNS

CROWNS

Rev. 4:4 And round about the throne were four
and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four
and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white
raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of
gold. 10 The four and twenty elders fall down
before him that sat on the throne, and worship
him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their
crowns before the throne, saying,

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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Crown of Life (James 1:12; Rev. 2:10)
Incorruptible Crown (1 Cor. 9:25)
Crown of Righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8)
Crown of Glory (1 Pet. 5:4)
Crown of Exultation / Rejoicing (1 Thess.
2:19; Phil. 4:1).
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REIGNING

REIGNING

•Re 1:6 and He has made us to be a kingdom,
priests to His God and Father--to Him be the
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
•Rev. 5:10 “You have made them to be a kingdom
and priests to our God; and they will reign upon
the earth."

•Rev. 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon
them, and judgment was given unto them: and I
saw the souls of them that were beheaded for
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God,
and which had not worshipped the beast, neither
his image, neither had received his mark upon
their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived
and reigned with Christ a thousand years.

REIGNING

REIGNING

•Rev. 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in
the first resurrection: on such the second death
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a
thousand years.

1. If there is a distinction between the
Millennial Reign of Jesus and the Eternal
State, what happens in the Eternal State?
2. Over whom do those who sit on the
thrones reign?

WORKS / REWARD

WORKS / REWARD

1. You do not have to “work” at being a
Christian. You are Christian.
2. Just as you were in Adam doing the
“works of the flesh, so also are you
know in Christ doing the “works of
the Spirit.”

3. Fruit is the result of the JESUS SEED.
4. Live your life believing God is working
in you and through you to those
around you.

WORKS / REWARD
5. You do not have to make the Christian
life Jesus Centered, Spirit empowered.
It is already this. Just live it.
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Works [Ergon] in the Book of Revelation
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths
It appears all of the references to “works” can be classified in three categories.
I.
•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

Reference Made To The Works Of The Believing
Re 2:2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not
bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are
not, and hast found them liars:
Re 2:5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent.
Re 2:9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know
the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of
Satan.
Re 2:13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and
thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein
Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.
Re 2:19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy
works; and the last to be more than the first.
Re 2:23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am
he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you
according to your works.
Re 2:26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I
give power over the nations:
Re 3:1 ¶ And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that
hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a
name that thou livest, and art dead.
Re 3:2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I
have not found thy works perfect before God.
Re 3:8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can
shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my
name.
Re 3:15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or
hot.
The believing always return to their first “work.”
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II.
•

•

•

III.
•
•
•

•
•

God Judges According To Works
Re 14:13 ¶ And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from
their labours; and their works do follow them.
Re 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great [cf. 19:5; Acts 10:42; 2 Tim. 4:1], stand
before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the
book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the
books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every
man according to their works.
Re 22:12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man
according as his work shall be. [Cf. Rev. 18:6; 2 Cor. 11:15; Rom. 2:6].
THE WORK OF THE UNBELIEVING
Rev. 2:6 'Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also
hate.
Rev. 2:22 'Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery
with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.
Re 9:20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not
of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and
silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:
Re 16:11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and
repented not of their deeds.
Re 18:6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to
her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double. [Cf. Rev. 22:12].

SOME INITIAL OBSERVATIONS.
First, all of the occurrences of the word in Revelation when referring to the righteous are in
chapters 2 and 3.
Second, God knows the works of His people.
Third, our current works follow us into the next realm.
Fourth, God gives each one a just recompense for their work.
Fifth, the unbelieving do not repent of their evil works.
Sixth, it is our faith in Jesus that enables us to stand before the Father.
Seventh, it is the unbeliever’s lack of faith in Jesus that removes them from God’s presence.
Eight, the works of the righteous point to the work of the Spirit.
Ninth, the works of the unrighteous point to the work of the flesh.
Tenth, it is impossible to separate one’s faith [justification] from one’s work [sanctification].
Eleventh, those who believe must accept what God begins, He finishes (1 Thess. 5:23, 24).
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Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths
What does “overcomer” mean? Is there a legitimate distinction between entering the kingdom
and inheriting the kingdom?
Let us examine this idea further.
A commonly held, yet erroneous concept concerning overcoming follows.
“Overcomers are followers of Christ who successfully resist the power and temptation of the
world’s system. An overcomer is not sinless, but holds fast to faith in Christ until the end. He
does not turn away when times get difficult or become an apostate. Overcoming requires
complete dependence upon God for direction, purpose, fulfillment, and strength to follow His
plan for our lives (Proverbs 3:5–6; 2 Corinthians 12:9).”1
“The assertion that all believers are overcomers is so contrary to fact that one wonders that it
has ever been made. If all Christians are overcomers, then it follows that no Christian can sin or
backslide or do anything that would displease God. If all Christians are overcomers, then
evidently there is no conflict, there is no great fight of faith, and all warnings to Christians and
urgent pleadings of the Spirit for such Christians to strive for maturity and perfection in
Christian growth are for nought. If all Christians are overcomers, then it is true that it doesn't
make any difference how a Christian lives after he is saved. The greatest incentive that God has
placed in His Word for godly living is to be found in the promises made to the overcomers.”2
“When a sinner comes to Christ, believes in Him, repents of his sins, is baptized in water, God
imputes to him the righteousness of Christ. This is to say, the righteousness of Christ is assigned
to the sinner. Because of his faith in Christ, God forgives his sins and receives him into the Divine
fellowship. This is where imputation (assigned righteousness) ceases. God does not continue
to disregard the believer’s behavior after the initial forgiveness, counting him as righteous even
though his behavior is ungodly. The new saint must set out to follow the Lord each day. As long
as he obeys Christ’s will for him that day, the blood of Jesus continues to make an atonement
for him in the sight of God. To obey the will of Christ one day at a time is perfectly possible for
each and every believer. It is Satan, not Jesus, who is the hard taskmaster. The rewards to the
overcomer are not given to us on the basis of imputed righteousness but on the basis of our
works. If this is not true, the second and third chapters of the Book of Revelation make no sense
at all. If the members of the seven Christian churches in Asia all are righteous because of
imputed righteousness, what sense does the text make?”3
In light of the above thought, let us consider John’s usage of nikao in his writings.
By far the author John dominates the New Testament usage of the word nikao (over-comer).
His usage and our understanding of it are crucial.
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•

First, Jesus speaks of having overcome the world (John 16:33).

For us, our union with Him makes what He is ours (1 John 4:17).
•

Second, John speaks of the believer having already overcome the wicked one
(1 John 2:13, 14).

•

Third, as a child of God, we have overcome the spirit of the antichrist.

Again, this is true because of our identity being in Christ (1 John 4:4). This has nothing to do
with performance or obedience. This does not mean or wish to imply that obedience or fruit
are absent [or unnecessary] in the believing only that fruit or obedience are not what makes
them an overcomer. It is only Christ who overcomes. His victory is imputed to us thus making
us victorious.
•

Fourth, it is our faith in Christ that identifies us as one who overcomes the world (1 John
5:4, 5).

•

Fifth, the implication of not being one who overcomes is more than a failure to reign (Rev.
2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21).

Notice the warnings / rewards in the text.
What is this second death experienced by those who do not overcome?
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that
overcomes shall not be hurt of the second death” (Rev. 2:11).
The second death is nothing less than damnation to hell and separation from God (Rev. 20:6, 14;
21:8). Only the most creative hermeneutic can get around this plain point. Revelation 3:5 gives
a stern warning of failing to be an overcomer.
“He that over-cometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot
out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and
before his angels” (Rev. 3:5).
What happens to the individual who does not possess the proper garment? Such an individual
is removed in Matthew 22:11 and 12. Revelation 4:4, 6:11, 7:9, 13, and 19:16 reference the white
garment. What color would we have if not white? Would we be naked? Such nakedness or
absence of the garment is the opposite of what is seen as righteous.
The same questioning works for the book of life. Christians have their name in the book of life
(Phil. 4:3; Rev. 21:27). Non-believers do not have their name in the book of life (Rev. 13:8; 17:8;
20:15; 22:19). To have your name removed from the book of life is to lose your salvation. Such
a prospect is impossible.
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The one who overcomes inherits all things (Rev. 21:7). Since we are sons and daughters, we are
heirs (Gal. 4:7). In fact, we are joint heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:17). Such talk to the contrary is
unscriptural.
F.J. Huegel seeks to establish in his chapter, “The Savior Speaks to the Overcomer,”
that all who are of faith are overcomers (Forever Triumphant, 22-30). “With Christ
as our life, we could no more be defeated [i.e., non-overcomers] Christians than we
could be beggars and be children of a multi-millionaire” (page 29).
Conclusion
The judgment seat of Christ in no way will be dealing with our sin. Some suggest the judgment
seat of Christ will deal with our service and this is perhaps true. But even here when the works
done from a fleshly motive are judged they will be consumed by fire and treated as nonrewarded.
We should look at the judgment seat of Christ as an occasion of unprecedented joy and
celebration. It is here the old nature shall finally receive it just reward. It is here one’s practice
will finally match up with one’s position. In that glorious day, “when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2).
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OVERCOMERS
http://www.biblelineministries.org/articles/basearch.php3?action=full&mainkey=OVERCOMERS

Repeated blessings are promised in the Bible for "overcomers." Who is the
"overcomer"? Oftentimes believers are confused as to whom these blessings belong because
they do not know "Who is the overcomer?"
Who is the overcomer? The overcomer is the truly born-again-one, who has been redeemed
through faith in Christ's blood. What I am saying is that all true believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ are the overcomers in the Bible.
Presently, there is only one perfect overcomer. He could say, "I also overcame, and am set
down with my Father in His throne (Revelation 3:21)." All other overcomers are such by
virtue of their position in Him. Jesus said, "Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world
(John 16:33)."
Please notice I John 5:4-5, "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but
he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?" Notice how the overcomer is he that has been
born again. This is an automatic experience that takes place at the moment of salvation for the
individual who puts his trust in Jesus Christ as Saviour. There is no other way a man or a
woman can become an overcomer.
Faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour not only makes us God's children, but overcomers as well. The
day we trusted Christ was a day of victory for the Christian, because it was the day we
overcame the world. "But thanks be unto God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 15:57)."
John comments further on the subject of overcoming. "Ye are of God, little children, and have
overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world (I John
4:4)." Look also in Revelation 12:11, "And they overcame him (Satan) by the blood of the
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony."
Unfortunately, many have been blinded to think works are a part of salvation. These
individuals often think that an overcomer is one who overcomes on the basis of works. God
says that is impossible, (Matthew 19:26), because our most righteous works are as filthy rags,
(Isaiah 64:6). All are sinners, (Romans 3:23), and none have kept God's laws, (John 7:19);
therefore, we need a Saviour. Jesus alone can save (John 14:6).
Seven wonderful blessings are promised in Revelation chapters two and three to those who
have overcome. (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26-29; 3:5, 12, 21.)
One: "...To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the
paradise of God (Revelation 2:7)." The paradise (heaven) of God and the tree of life will be
shared by all who are in Christ. All believers will enter heaven and will be given the privilege
of eating of the tree of life.
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Two: "...He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death (Revelation 2:11)." We learn
that to be cast into the lake of fire, the eternal hell, is the second death. "And death and hell
(Hades) were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death (Revelation 20:14)." The
believer in Jesus Christ has the wonderful promise that he will never go to hell. Hell is a place
where unbelievers "...Shall be tormented day and night forever and ever (Revelation
20:10)." Praise the Lord the believer will never go to hell.
Three: "...To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and I will give him a
white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth, saving he that
receiveth it (Revelation 2:17)." Evidently a brilliant diamond will be given to each believer
with a new heavenly name inscribed upon it, also, the privilege of eating of the manna that
God once fed the children of Israel in the wilderness.
Four: "...And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give
power over the nations: And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter
shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. And I will give him the
morning star (Revelation 2:26-28)." A distinction must be made between salvation and
reward. For being an overcomer (believer), the promise is, "I will give him the morning
star." Jesus Christ becomes ours just as we are his, and reward is promised for service to
Christ--such as power over the nations.
Five: "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out
his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his
angels (Revelation 3:5)." This is the promise of a garment of salvation to every believer. Isaiah
61:10 says, "...for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with
the robe of righteousness." Also God promises your name will never be taken out of the book
of life. The names that are erased are names belonging to those who were never saved by
trusting Christ as Saviour. This book was well known to Moses as containing the names of
both the forgiven and the unforgiven--the believer and the unbeliever. Moses was willing to
forfeit his eternal life for those who as yet were not forgiven. He prayed, "Yet now, if thou wilt
forgive their sin; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written
(Exodus 32:32)." If you die as an unbeliever, then God will blot out your name. If you are a
believer, your name will never be blotted out.
Six: "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no
more out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God,
which is the new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God; and I will write
upon him my new name (Revelation 3:21)." The promise of an integral permanent part in the
working of God for the believers is given to those that overcome.
Seven: "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne...(Revelation
3:21)." This last and final promise is ruling with the Lord Jesus Christ in His throne.
Are you an overcomer? Once you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Saviour, all seven of
these promises are yours!
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Who Is The Overcomer of Revelation 2-3?
http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/doctrine/hodgesov.htm

Introduction
There is a theological movement today which divides Christ's beloved body
and bride into two distinct groups with two distinct destinies. They teach
that every believer will eventually be placed into one of two distinct
classes. They teach that some believers will live a victorious life and will be
part of a class called "overcomers." They will reign with Christ during the
millennium. On the other hand, there will be a large number of believers who
will "flunk out" at the judgment seat of Christ, they will not inherit the
kingdom of God, they will experience weeping and gnashing of teeth in outer
darkness and they will not be classed with the overcomers.
Who teaches such things? It is more common than one might think. Its origins go back to the
19th century or earlier with the writings of men such as Robert Govett, D.M.Panton, G.H.Pember
and G.H.Lang. The modern resurgence of this teaching within Bible believing, dispensational
circles can be traced primarily to the influence and writings of Zane Hodges, formerly a
professor at Dallas Theological Seminary, and the author of numerous books and commentaries
which promote this viewpoint.
Zane Hodges has influenced certain influential men toward this doctrinal position,
including 1) Joseph [Jody] Dillow, the author of The Reign of the Servant Kings, has systematized
this teaching in this one, comprehensive, massive volume which may be considered as the key
theology book for this movement; 2) Robert Wilkin heads up the Grace Evangelical Society which
publishes a newsletter which is sent to a readership of 9,000 and a theological journal which also
has a circulation of 900. This society also publishes a number of books by Hodges, Wilkin and
others. They also highly recommend Dillow's book; 3) Charles Stanley, the well-known
television preacher from Atlanta, embraces this position as seen in his book, Eternal Security. His
reliance upon Hodges is seen in the footnotes. 4) Chuck and Nancy Missler, influenced by
Dillow and others, strongly push this view in their book, The Kingdom, Power, & Glory--The
Overcomer's Handbook (a 400 pages volume).
Another writer who divides the body of Christ into two distinct groups is J.D. Faust. Faust is
the most extreme when it comes to the amount of punishment that will be experienced by
believers who do not overcome. Faust actually teaches that saved people who do not measure
up and who are not overcomers will actually be hurt [by] the second death (the lake of fire) for
a brief period of time, and then will be punished in the fires of Hades in the underworld for a
thousand years (see The Rod--Will God Spare It? by J.D.Faust , Schoettle Publishing Co., 2002).
He follows the teachings of men like Govett, G.H.Lang and D.M.Panton (partial rapturists).
Hodges, Wilkin and Dillow are horrified by Faust's extreme ideas regarding millennial
punishment, but they share a common theology with him. They differ mainly in what kind of
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consequences the wicked saved people (non-overcomers) will suffer. They also differ in the
length of time that the non-overcoming believers will experience weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Faust has them suffering in the fires of Hades throughout the thousand years. Hodges and
Wilkin say that the grief and remorse (the weeping and gnashing of teeth) will be short-lived
and will take place at the judgment seat of Christ but will not extend into the kingdom. Dillow
teaches that the weeping and gnashing of teeth will take place "in the kingdom" (p. 351, The
Reign of the Servant Kings). See our study entitled, Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth--Will This
Be the Fate of True Christians?
What all of these men share in common is the way they divide all saved people into two distinct
groups, with two vastly different millennial destinies. The following chart illustrates these two
distinct groups:
The Minority Group

The Majority Group

The overcomers

The ones who do not overcome

Those who inherit the kingdom

Those who are excluded from the kingdom (Faust)
or from its blessings (Hodges, Dillow, Wilkin)

Those who reign with Christ

Those who do not reign with Christ but who must
experience weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Faust
would go so far as to say they are temporarily hurt
of the second death and then are punished in the
fires of Hades for 1000 years.)

Those who confess Christ

Those who deny Christ

Faithful believers

Believers who depart from the faith and who stop
believing in Christ

Righteous believers

Unrighteous
believers
(covetous
believers,
homosexual believers, drunk believers, adulterous
believers, fornicating believers, etc.)

Persevering believers

Believers who abandon their faith in Christ

Believers who have a living faith (faith
Believers who have a dead faith (faith but no works)
accompanied by works)
Believers represented by the good ground Believers who are represented by the rocky ground
(Matthew 13--the parable of the sower)
and the thorny ground (Matthew 13)
Believers who are
(Matthew 24:45).

faithful

and

wise

Evil believers who are unfaithful and unwise and
who will be cut asunder and appointed a portion
with the hypocrites (Matt. 24:51)
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Please note: Not every description given in the right hand column necessarily applies to each
and every believer who fails to inherit the kingdom, according to the teaching of Hodges and
Dillow. For example, a person may not abandon his faith in Christ, but he may be guilty of
serious immorality. He may not stop believing, but he may be totally caught up in the things of
the world. He may not deny Christ, but he may be a practicing homosexual. Etc. Another
person may live a very moral life in every way, but be guilty of denying Christ and abandoning
the faith. According to their theology, there are various ways that a saved person can disqualify
himself from being an overcomer.
Having totally divided the body of Christ in this way, they then assign totally different destinies
to these two groups, with the majority group suffering punishment or exclusion during the
thousand year kingdom. They claim that the "non-overcomers" will not reign with Christ and
will be cast into outer darkness. Let us now examine this theory under the searchlight of God's
Word.
The Overcomer of Revelation Chapters 2 and 3
"To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise
of God….He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death….To him that overcometh
will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new
name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it….And he that overcometh,
and keepeth My works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: And he shall
rule them with a rod of iron….He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment;
and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before My
Father, and before His angels….Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of My
God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of My God, and the name
of the city of My God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from My
God: and I will write upon him My new name….To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with
Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne"
(Revelation 2:7,11,17,26-27; 3:5,12,21).
The Teaching of Zane Hodges and Joseph Dillow
The fruitful believer

The barren believer

The partaker or heir

The carnal one (non-heir)

The believing believer

The saved person who stops believing

The overcomer

The non-overcomer

This is the faithful and fruitful believer and it is
to him and to him alone that the "overcomer"
promises apply. This is the saved person who
conquers and who is victorious! He will not
taste of the second death!

This is the saved person who is not an
overcomer. The sevenfold promises given to
the overcomer in Revelation 2-3 do not
apply to this fleshly believer. This is the
defeated Christian who, though saved, will
pay dearly at the judgment seat of Christ.
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Who is the Overcomer?
Hodges and Dillow and the other men mentioned above teach that a large number of saved
people will not qualify as overcomers. They also teach that being an overcomer is something
that must be earned and achieved by faithful living.
We all recognize that a true believer can fall into sin, can exhibit carnality, can walk in the flesh,
can backslide, can bring shame to the cause of Christ, etc. Certainly such a walk would not be
described as victorious (the term "overcomer" comes from the Greek term "victory." It is the
Greek word "Nike"--compare the famous sneaker/sportswear company). True believers can
and do experience defeat at certain times in their Christian walk, and everyone of us has
experienced such times and has learned from them. The Apostle Peter would certainly not be
described as victorious when he denied the Lord three times, but his lapse of faith was not
permanent and later he boldly confessed Christ before thousands on the day of Pentecost. If
you were to take a snapshot of Peter denying his Lord, you might conclude that Peter was a
defeated Christian. If you were to take a video of Peter's entire Christian life, you would
conclude that Peter was an overcomer! His denial of Christ was an aberration, not the norm.
How does the New Testament define and identify the overcomer?
Who is the overcomer? This is answered in 1 John 5:4,5— "For whatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who
is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?" According
to these verses every born again believer is an overcomer. Why is this true? It is because the
Lord Jesus is THE OVERCOMER and we are trusting and resting in His perfect victory (compare
John 16:33). How can a person be joined to Jesus Christ and be in perfect union with Him, and
not be a victor? Please note that this is the only place in the New Testament where the
question, "Who is he that overcometh?" is asked and answered. Also note that the answer was
given by the Apostle John, the same man who was the human penman for Revelation chapters
2-3.
Hodges goes so far as to say that it is "totally illicit" (illegal!) to appeal to 1 John 5:4-5 in order
to understand who the "overcomer" really is (Grace in Eclipse, p.108). Is it illegal to let God’s
Word explain its own terms? Is it illegal to compare Scripture with Scripture? Is it illegal to
allow the Apostle John to define the word "overcomer"? Hodges is concerned because the
Apostle John's definition of an "overcomer" in 1 John 5:4-5 is not in agreement with his own
definition of an overcomer. For my part, I choose to agree with the Apostle John.
1 John 4:4 also teaches that every believer is an overcomer. "Ye are of God, little children, and
have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world." This
victory is something that every child of God partakes in. It is not based upon what the believer
was earned or achieved, but it is based on WHO indwells the believer!
Revelation 21:7 refers to every saved person: "He that overcometh shall inherit all things." This
passage distinguishes between only two broad classes, the saved (see verses 3-5) and the
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unsaved (verse 8). The contrast is not between believers who overcome and believers who do
not overcome. The contrast is between believers who overcome (verse 7) and the unsaved who
are in the lake of fire (verse 8). No mention is made of a supposed third group made up of saved
people who are defeated failures (non-overcomers). There are only two groups, and there is a
heaven and hell difference between the two. William Newell, commenting on this passage: "Be
it noted, the only two classes seen in this final eternal order are those who overcome, and those
cast into the lake of fire. The 'overcomers,' thus, are shown to be all God's true children" (Revelation,
p. 339). It is unthinkable that Chapter 21 of the book of Revelation would use the term
"overcomer" differently than the way the term is used in Revelation chapters 2 and 3. If "he
that overcometh" in Revelation 21:7 refers to all of the saved, then we should expect it to mean
the same thing in chapters 2 and 3.
Consider one of the promises given to the overcomer as found in Revelation 2:11— "He that
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death." This implies that the non-overcomer will be
hurt of the second death. If the non-overcomer is a saved person (carnal, etc.), then does this
mean that the carnal believer will be hurt of the second death which is the lake of fire (compare
Rev. 20:14-15; 21:8)? It is obvious that every saved person, regardless of his degree or level of
faithfulness in this life, can claim the promise that he will not be hurt of the second death.
Romans 8:37 is an excellent "overcomer" verse because it teaches that every believer is "more
than an overcomer," indeed he is a "super-overcomer" (literal rendering of Greek). The "we" of
verse 37 refers to every true believer (those who have been predestinated, called, justified,
glorified--v.29-30). "We are (v.37)"--right now this is true! "In all these things"-in the midst of all
the difficulties we triumph! "More than conquerors" = hyper-conquerors, super-conquerors,
super-victors, super-overcomers. It refers to one who gains a surpassing or an overwhelming
victory, the one who wins a most glorious victory. It is the Greek word hupernikao (from
"huper"--compare the English words "hyper" and "super" and the verb "nikao"--to overcome, to
have the victory (same word used for overcomers in Revelation 2-3). We are not just overcomers,
we are more than overcomers! We are not just victors, we are more than victors! How could
anyone say, in light of this, that some believers are not overcomers? No believer is less than an
overcomer, all believers are "more than overcomers"! Ours is an overwhelming victory! Why
are we super-overcomers? It is "through Him who loved us" and it has nothing to do with
how well we have lived our Christian life. It is not something we earn, but it is something
that every believer already has because of Jesus Christ.
Another place in the New Testament where the term "victory" is used is 1 Corinthians 15:57-"But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." It is obvious
from this passage that all believers have been given the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ,
not just a few exceptional believers who earned the victory by their good works and
steadfastness. It was Christ who earned the victory, not us. We just share in the great victory
that He accomplished. As the hymn says, we have "VICTORY THROUGH GRACE," not
through our own personal merit or achievement.
John 16:33 is an encouragement to the heart of every true believer. In the world we have
tribulation (trouble, distress, affliction, pressure), but in Christ we have peace and victory. "I
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have overcome the world" and we stand victorious in His victory. We are "IN HIM" and we
share in his victory. We overcome because He overcame! Standing on the finished work of
Jesus Christ, how can we be defeated? How can we be losers? The victory is HIS, and are we
not united to Him?
There is not one passage in the New Testament where the term "overcomer" or "victor" is used
(or any of its related terms) that even gives the slightest hint that there are some believers who
fail to measure up to the status of "overcomers." No, the passages are unanimous in teaching
that because of Jesus Christ, we ARE overcomers! It is not something we earn or achieve by our
faithfulness; it is something that Christ accomplished for us and is ours because of our union
with Him.
Revelation Chapters 2-3
"To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the
paradise of God" (Rev. 2:7).
The only other mention of the "tree of life" in the book of Revelation is found in chapter 22. See
verses 2, 14, 19 (in verse 19 the Greek text says, "tree of life" not "book of life"). These verses
indicate that those who dwell in the eternal city (all believers) have the right to partake of the
tree of life in contrast to the wicked unbelievers who will not partake (Rev. 22:15, 18-19). Will
there be multitudes of saved people ("non-overcomers") who will not eat of the tree of life? Such
is unthinkable!
"He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death" (Rev. 2:11).
Consider the following: 1) Revelation 2:11 implies that non-overcomers will be hurt of the
second death; 2) The second death is equivalent to the lake of fire (Rev. 20:14; 21:8); 3) The
only ones who will be cast into the lake of fire are those whose names are not found written in
the book of life (Rev. 20:15); 4) All of the saved have their names written in the book of life
(compare Luke 10:20); 5) The lake of fire is for wicked unbelievers (Rev. 21:8); 6) Since
Revelation 2:11 implies that non-overcomers will be hurt by the second death and since the Bible
teaches that believers will not be hurt by the second death (lake of fire), then we are forced to
conclude that the non-overcomers must be wicked unbelievers, not a special class of believers
who have somehow failed to measure up.
The view which says that the overcomers are a special elite class of victorious Christians does
not fit with Revelation 2:11. Even the most carnal believer will not be hurt of the second
death. God Word is clear on this (John 5:24; John 11:25-26; Romans 8:1; etc.). The second death
is the destiny only of those who are unbelieving (Rev. 21:8), for those whose names are not found
written in the book of life (Rev. 20:15). If the Hodges/Dillow/Wilkin/Missler view is correct,
then Revelation 2:11 makes no sense. Why would the overcoming Christian be promised
something that is enjoyed by even the most fleshly believer? What kind of reward is that? What
if a college professor makes this promise: "If you get a 90 or above on my final exam, not one of
you will be sent to prison." This promise is totally meaningless if the majority of students who
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do poorly on the exam are likewise exempt from prison. If the non-overcomer never need fear
the second death, then what incentive is there for the believer to achieve a victorious life? After
all is said and done, both groups of believers end up unhurt by the lake of fire. It makes no
sense. However, if we correctly understand the "overcomer" to be the one who "believeth that
Jesus is the Son of God" (1 John 5:5), then Revelation 2:11 makes good sense. It implies that the
non-overcomer (the unbeliever) will be hurt by the second death, and this is certainly what will
happen to every unbeliever. Every believer can rejoice that in Christ, our great Overcomer (John
16:33), we have complete salvation, including full exemption from the second death, which is
the lake of fire. Actually to say all believers are overcomers is an understatement. All believers,
according to Romans 8:37, are "super overcomers" ("more than conquerors").
"He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his
name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before My Father, and before His
angels" (Rev. 3:5).
This is a wonderful promise of eternal security. Those who belong to Christ will never have
their names blotted out of the book of life. Their names permanently etched in that book. They
cannot be lost. This promise holds true for the Apostle John, for the Apostle Paul and even for
the most carnal church-age believer who has ever lived! If God were to blot out his name from
that book, then this would mean that he must be cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:15). Perish the
thought!
The last part of Revelation 3:5 reminds us of two statements made by our Lord: "Whosoever
therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which
is in heaven" (Matthew 10:32-33). "Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men,
him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God: But he that denieth me before
men shall be denied before the angels of God" (Luke 12:8-9).
The person who confesses the Lord before men says this: "I want you to know that Jesus Christ
is my Saviour. I belong to Him." Jesus Christ will confess this person before His Father and
before the angels: "I want you to know that this believer is Mine. He belongs to Me!"
When Christ denies a person before the Father and before the angels, what does this mean? The
person who denies the Lord before men says this: "I do not know Jesus Christ. He is not my
Saviour." Jesus Christ will deny this person before His Father and before the angels: "I do not
have a saving relationship with this person. He does not belong to me." Compare the words of
Jesus in Matthew 7:23--"And then I will profess unto them, I never knew you; depart from Me,
ye that work iniquity." The ones denied by Christ are unsaved. For Hodges and Wilkin and
Dillow to claim that the ones denied by Christ are saved people is quite a stretch!

http://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-overcomer.html
https://www.raptureready.com/resource/wilson/w6.htm
3 http://www.wor.org/Books/o/Overchr.htm
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