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December 6, 2017
The Wrath of the Lamb - “Reclaiming the Land!”
Revelation 6:1-17
We are living in a time when God is aggressively putting things straight. He will
one day thoroughly straighten all that is crooked.

Introduction:
Let us begin by stating what we know. God is reclaiming what is rightfully His as Creator and
Redeemer. As He pushes His agenda forward, He is reconstituting the Garden for the joy of His
people. God is throwing the squatters out and destroying the invasive species.
“Bullying is not just a problem in school yards; it’s also a problem in nature! Invasive species
are plants and animals that are brought to a new habitat and bully the native species to the point
where many can’t survive. They are usually hardier, more demanding and reproduce much
faster. Since they are new to a habitat, they don’t have any natural predators. That means there
aren’t any species to stop them from taking over an area.”1
Kudzu - Native To: Eastern Asia and some Pacific Islands
Introduced To: North America and Europe
How did they get there? Kudzu has been sold as a plant for gardens and for eating.
Why are they a problem? Kudzu is an aggressive vine, capable of growing up to 26 cm (a little
less than 1 ft.) a day. Since it expands so quickly, it smothers other plants, stopping them from
having access to sunlight. Kudzu can even kill mature trees. This prevents native plants from
growing and changes the ecosystem structure. What’s even worse is that once kudzu starts
growing, it is extremely difficult to get rid of.
Water hyacinth - Native To: The Amazon basin and waterways of Western Brazil, South
America
Introduced To: Africa, Asia, North America, Australia and New Zealand
How did they get there? Water hyacinth was brought over as a decorative plant, for animal
food, as part of the aquarium trade, by getting stuck on boats and through the spreading of seeds
Why are they a problem? Water hyacinth is a fast growing water plant. They are known as one
of the world’s worst weed, found in more than 50 countries. In the right conditions, a small
patch of water hyacinth can double in size in just 6 days! These plants are thick and dense,
clogging up rivers and making in nearly impossible for animal life to move through them. They
block sunlight and oxygen from getting to other plants below the water, causing the ecosystem
to change dramatically.
Sin and death have no natural predators to keep them in check. They have laid claim to God’s
Garden and God is reclaiming what is His by right. God is the supernatural apex predator to
put things back. How He goes about doing this is the Story told in chapters 6-16.
God is and will claim what is rightfully His as Creator and Redeemer. Here is how He is going
about doing this. If you are a sinner apart from Jesus, know this -- a hard and horrible stop is
coming. If you are a believer, be encouraged; God controls it all and He will bring to pass what
He has begun.
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THE BIG PICTURE:
What we are about to read must be laid against the backdrop of Revelation 4 and 5. I have
maintained that Revelation isn’t so much about the future as it is about the present. God is
enabling His people to see what is happening as it relates to the one Story with Jesus as the
center. I would claim that what we are reading is a divine commentary on all that unfolds
around us. What we see in all of this heartache and tragedy is God reclaiming what is rightfully
His by creation and redemption. What has been, and is, will be, but there is a termination to all
of this sadness and calamity. God has come, is here, and will come to straighten thoroughly all
that is crooked.
What makes what is different from what has been or will be? Ever since the fall in Genesis 3 our
existence has been marked by the calamities noted beginning in Revelation 6. What is the
difference now since the coming of Jesus?
First, Galatians 4:4 tells us that Jesus came in the fullness of time. There is a divine
appropriateness to the events around us. Although what we read of war, death, and famine has
been, is, and will be, there is an end coming to all of this pain.
Second, when Jesus spoke to His disciples in the upper room just prior to the cross, He said He
would leave and in leaving He would be preparing a place for them (John 14:1-5). This “place”
is the reconstituted Garden. He is going to bring everything back to the Garden.
Third, God controls and uses this entire calamity to carry out His will. There is mystery behind
all of this that we might never see or understand. If we are reading Revelation correctly, then
the one who sits on the throne rules over all of what unfolds. The “tribulation” experienced has
God behind it. The “tribulation” is God reclaiming what is rightfully His. The “tribulation” is
God’s righteous wrath against the unrighteous world. Creation itself groans against sin and it
will experience the cleansing power of God’s wrath against the unrighteous (Rom. 8:18-25).
Thus, the horror we are about to read is the outworking of God’s plan to reclaim His world and
reconstitute His Garden so that He might dwell among His people for their joy and His glory.
As a side note, but a rather large side note, you and I think of heaven as being somewhere other
than here, but God thinks of “heaven” as a reclaiming of all that already exists and a
reconstituting of His Garden where He will dwell among His people for their joy and His glory.
The “heaven” you and I often think of is only a phase in the larger, grander picture of “heaven.”
Isaiah 11:9 tells us that “heaven” is the earth filled with the knowledge of His glory even as the
waters cover the seas. The earth itself will be cleansed by fire in preparation of this final
installment (2 Peter 3:1-18 [read]). This is how we begin to connect all these theological “dots.”
Now let us consider our text.
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There are three movements within this chapter. We will have to consider chapter 7 at the end,
but let us begin with chapter 6.
Listen to how NT scholar Tom Wright explains the bigger picture we are about to consider.
“But the sequence, too, is symbolic. John does not suppose that conquest is followed by
violence, violence by economic disaster, and economic disaster by widespread death. They are
connected, but not so tidily. This is one of the differences between writing something with
words and writing it with music. In music, you can have several lines which all happen at the
same time; but with words you have to say everything in sequence. This sevenfold sequence
(four down, three to go, so far) is not chronological. It is an exposition of a sevenfold reality.
In the same way, we should not suppose that this sevenfold sequence of ‘seals’ being opened is
supposed to take place before the subsequence sequences of the trumpets (chapters 8-11) and the
bowls of wrath (chapter 16). Rather, each of the sequences – and the material in between, too
– is a fresh angle of vision on the same highly complex reality. If we look at the problems and
pains of the world from this angle, God’s answer is to draw out the arrogant wickedness of
humans to its full extent and show that he is bringing his people safely through (chapter 7). If
we look at those same problems and pains from the next angle of vision, God’s answer is to allow
the forces of destruction to do their worst, so that he can then establish his kingdom fully and
finally over the world (chapters 8-11). And if we take a deep breath and begin the story again
from yet a third angle of vision (chapters 12 and 13), we see the full depth and horror of the
problem, to which God’s answer will be to inflict on the rebellious world the equivalent of the
plaques of Egypt, before finally rescuing his people and judging the dark powers that have for
so long enslaved them (chapters 12-19). Then and only then can the darkest power of all be dealt
with (chapter 20). And then and only then can the new heaven and the new earth be
established, without any fear that there may be lingering sicknesses still unhealed, buried
sadnesses still to produce grief. Revelation 6-20 is not what we wanted to hear, just as the news
from the doctor or the pastor may not be what we wanted to hear. But it is what we must hear
if the world is to be healed.”2
Outline:
I.

Jesus will sovereignly judge this world (6:1-8).

“The first four seals seem to belong together (6:1-8). (1) They are introduced by one of the four
living creatures (6:1, 3, 5, 7). (2) [‘Come’ precedes each seal.] (3) Each seal contains the image of
a horse and rider (6:2, 4, 5, 8). (4) In each of the seals there is a progression of meaning given for
each of the four seals: conquering, making war, famine, and death. (5) Each of these seals is
opened by the Lamb, Jesus Christ. (6) Each seal is given its authority by Christ (‘and to him was
granted…’). John sees the whole process of judgment under the control of God. The conqueror
has only what Almighty God allows him to have. God is completely sovereign so His people do
not need to be dismayed. The fifth and sixth seals seem to be distinct (6:9-11, 12-17) and the
seventh seal introduces the trumpet judgments (8:1).”3
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Listen, if chapters 6 and following show God reclaiming what is rightfully His, then the seals,
bowls, and trumpets are His doing. How do we make sense of all this? If the world is Theocentric and God controls all of it (chap. 4), then how do we justify all this pain and loss?
“How much does God control? Does He control everything that happens? What about war?
Terrorism? Civil strife? Disease? Does God control those? Is there a purpose behind everything
– everything – that happens? If so, what? These are questions of central importance for everyone.
Every person, at some point in his life, faces suffering and evil.
• Perhaps at the hands of another person: War, robbery, abuse, abandonment.
• Perhaps at the hands of natural forces: Disease, flood, earthquakes, tsunamis.
But each of you will face this, if you have not already. And you’ll ask yourself, “Is God really in
control? Is He behind this suffering?”
The Scriptures we read during the service answer these questions in part:
• Psalm 135:6: ‘Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth, in the seas
and all deeps.’ Later in the psalm, God says He is the One who sends lightning and wind,
He is the One who struck down the firstborn of Egypt.
• Daniel 4:32: “The Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.”
• Matthew 28:18: Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to ME.”
• Colossians 1:18: In EVERYTHING Christ is to have preeminence.
• Ps 97: God burns up His adversaries.
So, when lightning and wind kill, did God send them? When rulers rise up that slaughter
millions of people – Hitler, Stalin, Mao, Pol Pot – does God give THEM their positions?
Consider Deuteronomy 32:39:
• See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make alive; I
wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.
The Bible presents us with a God who controls all the details of this life. He has all authority.
Nothing thwarts His purposes. Revelation probably presents this idea more clearly than any
other book of the Bible. We’ve seen this already in chapters 4 and 5. There, God is at the center,
surrounded by everything that has breath praising Him. Jesus, the Lion and the Lamb, take the
scroll that brings about the judgment of this world and the summing up of all things in Him.
The Lamb and the One seated on the throne are worthy of ALL praise and honor. Any honor,
power, might, wisdom, or glory we might have belongs to them, for they are the source of all
good. So in these chapters, God is in control, and the world rejoices! But in chapters 4 and 5,
there is no appearance of evil. Is God in control even of evil forces? And if so – when by God’s
good pleasure destruction comes about - do we still praise Him? This issue confronts us in
today’s text, Revelation 6 – and indeed, in much of the rest of this book. Again and again and
again, Revelation pictures God as sovereign. And in His sovereignty, He brings about
destruction, He justly punishes His enemies. Does that lead to your rejoicing? Does that lead to
your praise? Let’s consider Revelation 6 in more detail, so that we might better understand the
character of God, and praise Him for ALL His attributes.”4
“What do the seals represent? The first four seals can be seen as portraying problems such as
war and famine that have always been with us. In a way, they show the self-defeating character
of sin, which has characterized the world from its beginning. The seals, then, could represent a
dramatic portrayal of the world's self-inflicted judgment upon itself. They represent the terrible
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effects of man's way, which works against the peace and abundance God has in mind for
humanity.”5
Here is how God reclaims what is His. He is removing the squatters and pulling out the invasive
species.
A. The first seal – rider on white horse (vv. 1, 2)
“The one who rode it. The identity of the first rider on the white horse has been discussed at great
length by interpreters. Several answers are given: (1) A number understand the rider on the
white horse to be Christ himself, identifying this horse and rider with the one mentioned in
19:11, where the identification is clear (cf. 19:13, 16). It must be noted, though, that there is little
in common between the two riders beyond the white horse. The word for ‘crown’ is different,
the armament is different, and the context here is different (conquest vs. retribution), with three
other horsemen bringing catastrophe following. (2) Others see the rider on the white horse
representing a spirit of military conquest that dominates human history and leads to the
catastrophes that follow. (3) Another possibility is that the white horse rider represents the
Antichrist, who appears later in Rev 11:7; 13:17, and whose similarity to Christ explains the
similarity with the rider in 19:11. This interpretation has been discussed at length by M. Rissi,
“The Rider on the White Horse: A Study of Revelation 6:1-8,” Int 18 (1964): 407-18. This
interpretation is the most probable one.”6
“The white horse is mounted by a rider who ‘had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he
went out conquering and to conquer’ (Rev. 6:2). Some have confused this image with the one in
Revelation 19, also a rider on a white horse. A quick comparison of chapters 6 and 19 reveals the
two riders have little in common except that they ride white horses. The white horse rider in
chapter 6 is bent on conquest. The intent of the rider in chapter 19 is to exact divine and just
retribution for sin. This rider is called "Faithful and True" and he judges and makes war with
justice (19:11). He is called "the Word of God" and his name is "King of kings and Lord of Lords"
(19:13, 16). The rider on the white horse in Revelation 19 is unmistakably Jesus, the triumphant
Messiah coming to rule the world. Who, then, is the rider of the white horse in Revelation 6? He
is accompanied by three other mounted horses. Their riders portray destruction and death. The
white horse and its rider should be interpreted in a consistent manner. It would not make sense
for this rider to represent the conquering Christ who restores peace to earth. In the expanded
symbolic universe of Revelation, perhaps the white horse rider of chapter 6 represents false
messiahs who claim to represent Jesus. They conquer others ‘in his name,’ so to speak. We could
say the image even refers to all saviors — religious or secular — who come in the name of peace
and justice but bring war and tyranny. Thus, the two riders on white horses serve as theological
bookends for Revelation. The messiah figure in Revelation 6 is a fraudulent copy of Jesus Christ,
the true messiah. When the white horse rider of Revelation 6 goes out to conquer, havoc and
death result. When the Messiah on the white horse of chapter 19 goes out to conquer, he ushers
in peace and salvation. As Revelation can be thought of as a tale of two cities — Babylon the
Great and the New Jerusalem — it is also a tale of two systems. There is a false system
represented by its messiahs who think they can bring peace through conquest (as did the Roman
Empire). But only Christ can bring in lasting peace and eternal life in the kingdom of God.”7
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B. The second seal – war (vv. 3, 4)
“The second horse's meaning seems clear. It is a symbol of war, of slaughter and bloodshed. The
red horse has a rider who takes "peace from the earth" and wields a ‘great sword.’ In his wake,
people ‘kill one another’ (6:4). The Greek word usually translated ‘slay’ has a more ferocious
meaning. ‘Slaughter’ or ‘butcher’ would bring out its nuanced meaning more forcefully. The
horse rider has a great or huge sword, indicating the extent of the carnage he creates.”8
“σφάζω states, ‘Of the killing of a person by violence…σφάζειν τινά butcher or murder someone
(4 Km 10:7; Jer 52:10; Manetho: 609 fgm. 8, 76 Jac. [in Jos., C. Ap. 1, 76]; Demetr.[?]: 722 fgm. 7;
Ar. 10, 9) 1J 3:12; Rv 6:4. Pass. (Hdt. 5, 5) 5:9; 6:9; 18:24.’”9
C. The third seal – famine (vv. 5-6)
“This rider represents hunger and famine. We can see this from the symbols accompanying him.
The horse he rides is black, a color that describes a famine-racked body. The black horse has a
rider with ‘a pair of scales in his hand’ (6:5). A scale would be used to measure and carefully
dole out food. It could refer to bread being rationed by weight in a famine, or grain being
measured by volume. We see this being done in the Old Testament. In the siege of Jerusalem,
the people would ‘eat rationed food in anxiety and drink rationed water in despair’ (Ezekiel
4:16). God told the Israelites they would suffer famine if they sinned and they would be forced
to "dole out the bread by weight" (Leviticus 26:26). A voice accompanies the vision of the black
horse and its rider. It announces: "A quart of wheat for a day's wages, and three quarts of barley
for a day's wages." (6:6). The expression ‘a day's wages’ is a translation of the Greek word
denarius. The denarius was a Roman silver coin equal in value to the daily wage of a working
man (Matthew 20:2). Bible scholar Robert H. Mounce says the price of the wheat and barley as
described in the vision appears to be ten to twelve times their normal cost in ancient times (The
New International Commentary on the New Testament, ‘The Book of Revelation,’ p. 155). Revelation
describes a condition where basic goods are sold at greatly inflated prices. Thus, the black horse
rider depicts times of deep scarcity or famine but not of starvation.”10
“A denarius represented a day's wage back in the first century, and a quart of wheat was about
the portion for one person's meal. Barley was normally used to feed animals, but was sometimes
eaten by the very poor. Oil and wine were typically used for cooking. The scales carried by the
black horse's rider represent a measuring system that will give a person barely enough to eat for
a full day's labor. This shows food costing 8–10 times its normal price in the first century. Clearly,
famine conditions are showcased by the third horseman of the apocalypse.”11
D. The fourth seal – death (vv. 7, 8)
“The pale horse has a rider called ‘Death,’ and "’Hades was following close behind him’ (6:8).
The Greek word for ‘pale,’ chloros, elsewhere in Revelation describes the yellow-green of
vegetation (8:7; 9:4). The word is the root for the English ‘chlorine.’ It is here used for the tell-
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tale and sickly look of death due to a virulent pestilence. The hue or tint in view here is probably
to be understood as the color of a corpse — of death.”12
“A sickly pallor, when referring to persons, or the green color of plants. BDAG 1085 s.v. χλωρός
2 states, “pale, greenish gray…as the color of a pers. in sickness contrasted with appearance in
health…so the horse ridden by Death…ἵ̟̟ος χλωρός Rv 6:8.” Because the color of the horse is
symbolic, “pale green” is used in the translation. Cf. NIV, NCV ‘pale’; NASB ‘ashen.’”13
“Let me point out that when the fifth seal is removed, the scene changes completely. Each of the
first four seals is characterized by a living creature and a horse, neither of which appears under
the last three seals. Thus the first four seals are set apart from the last three.”14
II.

Jesus will righteously avenge His people (6:9-11).

“Here καί (kai) has been translated as ‘now’ to indicate the introduction of a new and somewhat
different topic after the introduction of the four riders.”15
“The fifth seal differs from the four earlier seals. It is not introduced by the voice of the living
beings, and the cry ‘Come.’ The voice which is now heard is not the cry of the groaning world,
but of the oppressed and troubled Church. The seal indicates that the mission of the Christian
Church can only be carried out in suffering.”16
“Earlier, John had seen a throne room in heaven (Rev 4-5), but now he sees a temple. In this
temple, there is an altar. This altar was evidently an altar of sacrifice rather than an incense altar
(cf. Rev 5:8; 8:3-5; 14:17-18). Under this altar were the souls of people who had died for their
faith in God and their faithfulness to Him during the first four seals period just described (6:38; i.e., in the tribulation so far; cf. Matt 24:9, 13-14; Luke 21:11). These believers were ‘slain.’ This
was a sacrificial term used for the slaughtering of animals for sacrifice. The emphasis seems to
be on the fact they were not just killed, but slaughtered. Jesus now opens the fifth seal and John
sees, ‘underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God,
and because of the testimony which they had maintained.’ These martyrs ‘cried out with a loud
voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging
our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’”17
III.

Jesus will radically alter His creation (6:12-17).

“The seals follow the lines laid down by our Lord in Matthew 24. There He tells His disciples
that wars (Revelation 6:6), famines and pestilences (Revelation 6:7), and persecutions
(Revelation 6:9) are to be expected; these are necessary features in the history of the world. But
these features are described by our Master as preliminary to His Coming and the end of the
world (Matthew 24:3), and that when these had wrought their work then the Coming of the Son
of Man would take place (Matthew 24:29-31). With this guide, it is impossible for us to deny that
the opening of this sixth seal has reference to the Coming of the Son of Man, and finds its final
and ultimate fulfilment in the day when He will come to gather His elect from the four winds.
But it is not to be forgotten that our Lord wished us to regard certain great culminating epochs
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as in a secondary sense His advents. The eagles which swept down upon the carcass of any
corrupt nationality were proofs of His reign and true shadows of His coming. The features

indicated in the seals have a sequence which has been reproduced in the history of nations and
churches. The promise of good; the breaking forth of the spirit of violence; the time of social
misery, want, disease; the oppression of the good; revolution— these have repeated themselves
in Jewish, Roman, French, and other histories; and the prophecy is not exhausted yet.”18
“In 6:12-17, the scene shifts back to earth as Jesus opens the sixth seal. In 6:12-14, John tells us
that the earth will be affected by six cosmic catastrophes. In these three verses, God shakes the
universe like a rag doll. As a result, the entire world will know that there is a God. They will
also know that His divine wrath is unleashed against their rebellion. The first catastrophe that
Jesus brings is a ‘great earthquake’ that will rock the whole world (cf. Luke 21:11). In 6:14, John
writes, ‘every mountain and island were moved out of their places.’ This is frightening! Then
the sun will become ‘black as sackcloth made of hair.’ ‘Sackcloth’ was a very rough cloth made
from the hair of a black goat and worn in times of mourning and despair (cf. Rev 11:3). The
blackening or darkening of the sun as a sign, speaks of God’s judgment and the withdrawal of
His longsuffering. It shows this will be a time of great despair for man. What causes this
darkening? We are not told; we can only speculate. Perhaps it is caused by the ash, dust, and
debris which will fill the sky when the earth begins to quake (6:14). This will undoubtedly cause
volcanic eruptions which will make Mount St. Helens look like a hiccup by comparison. When
there is a large volcanic eruption, the sun becomes darkened by the substances in the air.19
“The events described accompany the opening as in the case of the preceding visions (see on
vers. 1, 3, 5, etc.). The sixth seal describes the end of the world - the transition of the saints from
earth to heaven, with the accompanying circumstances. It is important to remember that the
whole is a vision, and we must therefore guard against expecting a literal interpretation of the
language used. Following the manner of the prophets, and the description given by our Lord
himself of the judgment day, St. John portrays the wonder and awe and consternation which
will then be prevalent under the figure of falling stars. etc. How much, if any, may, in the
destruction of the world, literally come to pass, it is impossible to say; but we must be content
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to receive the general impression which is undoubtedly intended to be conveyed to us, without
pressing the individual particulars too far.”20
“Although there are several views as to who these martyrs are, their cry to God for me
transcends time as this cry can be from any who died for their faith in Jesus Christ. If I could
give you a rough translation it would read, ‘Lord, You who are holy and true, how long before
you stop the injustice and evil.’ And while the debate continues as to who these martyrs are,
who they are isn’t the important point, rather it’s that they died for their faith, and are special to
God holding a special place before Him under the altar. The idea of being under the altar is
significant, because this is the altar of sacrifice. In the earthy temple this is where the animals
were sacrificed and their blood poured out for the forgiveness of sin.
The specialness of this place is further seen in that it was at this heavenly altar where Jesus came,
not with the blood of animals, but with His own blood, the blood He shed upon the cross to
redeem us. It’s here before God’s heavenly altar, at it’s very foot, that now stands all those who
sacrificed their lives for their faith. They’re martyrs because they died for their witness of Jesus
Christ.”21
“The fearful people of earth living during this time of judgment — from kings to slaves —
ask a legitimate question: ‘Who can stand?’ (Revelation 6:17). The question is actually a quote
from Malachi 3:2: ‘Who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears?’ J.
Ramsey Michaels has pointed out a possible connection between the question at the end of
chapter six — ‘Who can stand?’ — and the vision of the secure church in chapter seven. This
chapter describes various groups who are ‘standing’ (Interpreting the Book of Revelation, p. 56).”22
“The sixth seal includes a show of divine power, brilliance, and glory that would dwarf the
simultaneous detonation of all the world’s atomic bombs. When Jesus appears at the Second
Coming, He arrives to rescue the righteous and destroy the wicked. Jesus will throw the false
prophet (Lucifer) and his crisis government (called Babylon, the beast of Revelation 13:1) alive
into a lake of burning sulfur. ‘The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning
sulfur.’ (Revelation 19:20)”23
“King David wrote about the Lord’s return saying, ‘The Earth trembled and quaked, and the
foundations of the mountains shook; they trembled because He was angry. Smoke rose from
His nostrils; consuming fire came from His mouth, burning coals blazed out of it. He parted
the Heavens and came down; dark clouds were under His feet. He mounted the cherubim and
flew; He soared on the wings of the wind. He made darkness his covering, His canopy around
him – the dark rain clouds of the sky. Out of the brightness of His presence clouds advanced,
with hailstones and bolts of lightning.’ (Psalms 18:7-12) Joel also wrote about the great day of
the Lord’s appearing saying, ‘The Lord thunders at the head of His army; His forces are
beyond number, and mighty are those who obey His command. The day of the Lord is great;
it is dreadful. Who can endure it?’ (Joel 2:11) When Jesus breaks the sixth seal, Revelation 6:12
indicates there will be a great earthquake. This global earthquake will cause Earth to begin
shaking with violent tremors. This earthquake will grow in intensity and disaster, ultimately
making islands disappear and leveling the mountains! ‘No earthquake like it has ever occurred
since man has been on Earth, so tremendous was the quake. . . . Every island fled away and
the mountains could not be found.’ (Revelation 16:18,20) As this earthquake breaks Earth’s
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crust, Jesus will resurrect a special group of selected people. He will fulfill the promise He made
two thousand years ago to resurrect the people who participated in His crucifixion. When Jesus
awakes the chief priests and religious rulers from their sleep, their terror and anxiety will be
indescribable. When they see the Righteous One they condemned as a blasphemer now sitting
beside the Father who lives in unapproachable light, they will be filled with shame and selfloathing. Jesus and the high priest had a conversation on Friday morning, April 7, A.D. 30. “The
high priest said to Him, ‘I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the
Christ, the Son of God.’ ‘Yes, it is as you say,’ Jesus replied. ‘But I say to all of you: In the
future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming
on the clouds of Heaven.’ ” (Matthew 26:63,64) Jesus will even resurrect the Roman soldiers
who pierced His body and divided His garments to see the majesty of ‘The Lamb of God.’
(Revelation 1:7)”24
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?)
As I read this, my heart is full. Right know God is reclaiming what is His and is reconstituting
His Garden for the joy of His people. Regardless of where you find yourself, as His people we
can rest knowing God is performing His will.
If you do not know God, let us close with this story.
“Harry Truman was the caretaker of a recreation lodge on Spirit Lake, five miles north of Mt. St.
Helens’ smoke-enshrouded peak, in Washington. Harry had been warned by rangers and
neighbors that the mountain was going to blow up. Geologists had been watching their
seismographs for some time, and the evidence predicted that the volcano would soon explode
with such a fury that it would flatten the surrounding forest. Warnings blared from
loudspeakers on patrol cars and helicopters, and blinked from battery-powered signs at every
major crossroad. Radio and television announcers pled with their audiences to flee to safety.
Harry Truman ignored them all. He grinned on national television and said, “Nobody knows
more about this mountain than Harry, and it don’t dare blow up on him.” On May 18, 1980, at
8:31 A. M., the mountain exploded. I cannot help wondering if Harry regretted his decision, in
the millisecond he had before the concussive waves, traveling faster than the speed of sound,
flattened him and everything else for 150 square miles. Did he have time to mourn his
stubbornness as millions of tons of rock disintegrated and disappeared into a cloud reaching ten
miles into the sky? Did he have second thoughts as the wall of mud and ash 50 feet high buried
his cabin, his cats, and his freshly mowed lawn, or had he been vaporized when the mountain
erupted with a force 500 times greater than the nuclear bomb that had leveled Hiroshima, Japan,
in 1945? Harry Truman is now a legend in Oregon. In gift shops he smiles down on customers
from posters, T-shirts, and beer mugs. There is even a song about old Harry, the stubborn man
who put his ear to the mountain but would not heed the warnings. The question that faces each
reader today is this: How do you stand in relation to the Lamb who breaks the seals? . . . There
is only one way to escape the judgment of the Lamb who breaks the seals. Trust in His death.”25
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