LESSON ONE

PERSPECTIVE
MATTERS

LAST THINGS
•PREDICTABLE – What has been, will
be. History will repeat itself.

•SENSATIONAL – Nothing like anything
we have ever seen or experienced. Smaller
pieces with one overarching greater whole.

“It is far from conclusive
but weird enough to be
extremely interesting.”
-SIMEON GILBERT
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http://esvstudybible.org/wpcontent/uploads/excerpt-revelationintro.pdf

Author – From Whom - The divine
author identified in the opening verse,
Jesus the Messiah, has authority from
God to describe coming events to his
servant John (see also 1:4, 9; 22:8) for
communication to the church.
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•John writes a Word about JESUS for the local
churches. It is written for those who are
suffering.
•It puts them inside the greater narrative of
Genesis 3:15. It describes the conflict
existing between the SEED OF THE WOMAN
and that of the Serpent.

Time – When - Irenaeus reports, on the
basis of earlier sources, that “John received
the Revelation almost in our own time,
toward the end of the reign of Domitian”
(Against Heresies 5.30.3). Since Domitian’s
reign ended in a.d. 96, most scholars date
Revelation in the mid-90s.

INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

•How - Revelation stands in the

• . . . of the book of Revelation is that it
uses the technique of symbolism from
start to finish. Instead of portraying
characters and events directly, much of
the time the author portrays them
indirectly by means of symbols.

apocalyptic “wing” of authentic,
divinely inspired prophecy (emphasizing
visionary experience, symbolism, and
literary art). The most important thing
to know about the literary form . . .
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•Numerous literary genres converge in
the book of Revelation, one of the most
complex books in the Bible. The overall
genre is prophecy (22:19). Like biblical
prophecy generally, the actual medium
is visionary writing; . . .

• . . . the book unfolds as a pageant of
visions, much like modern cinematic
effects. Furthermore, the way in which
real persons and events are actually
portrayed is the way of imagination,
with unlifelike details.

OUTLINE

SEVEN = REST

•The Number Seven [7] in the Book of
Revelation.

•7TH Day = Sabbath Day
•7TH Month = Sabbath Month
•7th Year = Sabbath Year
•7 x 7 Sabbath Years = Year of Jubilee [49th Year]
•70 x 7 = Season of completion or fullness

SEVEN = REST

SEVEN = REST

•Some scholars propose that the Book of
Revelation is structurally organized into
seven large blocks of material (in
addition to the book's introduction and
conclusion).

•After the initial block of seven letters,
three more blocks are explicitly
numbered (7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7
bowls/plagues), while three others are
only implicit (so scholars debate the
exact divisions).
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•In the Book of Revelation there
are series of “sevens.”
•Thirty-one times “seven” occurs
in Revelation.

•Seven Churches (Rev. 1:4, 11, 20)
•Seven Spirits (Rev. 1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6)
•Seven Golden Lampstands (Rev.
1:12, 20; 2:1)
•Seven Stars (1:16, 20; 2:1)
•Seven Seals (5:1, 5; 6:1)

SEVEN = REST

SEVEN = REST

•Seven Angels (8:2, 6; 15:1, 6, 7, 8;
16:1; 17:1; 21:9)
•Seven Trumpets (8:2, 6)
•Seven peals of thunder (10:3, 4)
•Seven thousand people were killed
(Rev. 11:13)

•[Red Dragon] Seven heads /
Diadems (Rev. 12:3; 13:1; 17:3, 7, 9)
•Seven Plagues (15:1, 6, 8; 21:9)
•Seven Golden Bowls (15:7; 16:1;
17:1; 21:9)
•Seven Kings (17:10)

SEVEN = REST

SEVEN = REST

•The Beast / One of the Seven
(17:11)

•The Seven Trumpets in Revelation.
•From the first of the year to The Feast of
Trumpets there are six months. On the new
moon in each month a trumpet is blown. The
last Trumpet in the seventh month
inaugurates the Feast of Trumpets and is the
“Last Trump.”
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•The time period between Pentecost and
The Feast of Trumpets is described by
the Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls.
•The 7th Seal, the 7th Trumpet, and the 7th
Bowl all speak to the Return of Jesus and
the finishing of God’s Story.

OLD TESTAMENT

OLD TESTAMENT

•There are over five hundred references
to the Old Testament in the Book of
Revelation.

•Of the 404 verses in the book of
Revelation, seemingly 278 of them
make some allusion to the Old
Testament. That is 68.8% of the verses!
And some of these verses contain two,
or even three, allusions to the Old
Testament.

• http://johnsnotes.com/documents/OldTestamentReferencesintheBookofRevelation.pdf

• https://www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=11&article=886
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•There are many similarities between
Revelation and the Old Testament. In
fact, of the 39 Old Testament books, one
writer has found that Revelation alludes
to 24 of them.

•Certainly then, by having a good
knowledge of the Old Testament, and
especially such books as Isaiah, Ezekiel,
Daniel, and Zechariah, one likely will
have an easier time understanding the
book of Revelation.
• https://www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=11&article=886

INTRODUCTION
•Theme - Revelation unveils the unseen

spiritual war in which the church is
engaged: the cosmic conflict between
God and His Christ on the one hand,
and Satan and his evil allies (both
demonic and human) on the other.

INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

•In this conflict, Jesus the Lamb has
already won the decisive victory
through his sacrificial death, but His
church continues to be assaulted by
the dragon, in its death-throes, through
persecution, false teaching, . . .

•. . . and the allure of material affluence
and cultural approval. By revealing the
spiritual realities lying behind the
church’s trials and temptations during
the time between Christ’s first and
second comings, . . .
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•. . . and by dramatically affirming the
certainty of Christ’s triumph in the new
heaven and earth, the visions granted to
John both warn the church and fortify it
to endure suffering and to stay pure from
the defiling enticements of the present
world order.

•Purpose - Jesus sent his revelation to
John to fortify his churches to resist the
wiles of the devil, whether in the form
of intimidating violence (the beast),
deceptive heresy (the false prophet), or
beguiling affluence (the prostitute).

TRIBULATIONS

TRIBULATIONS

•26–33 AD - Approximate date of the Crucifixion
of Jesus
•66–73 AD – The First Jewish–Roman War occurs,
the first uprising of Jews of the Judaea province
against the rule of the Roman Empire. The
upraising fails and leads to destruction of the
Jewish Temple and the conquest of Masada.

•Paul and Peter are martyred at Rome (67–68 AD)
•70 AD - First Jewish–Roman War: The Roman
Empire conquer Jerusalem and destroy the
Second Jewish Temple. Jews are banned from
their city by the Roman conqueror.
•73 AD - First Jewish–Roman War: The conquest
of Masada by the Roman Empire ends the Jewish
Rebellion.

NERO [54 to 68]

NERO [54 to 68]

•He is infamously known as the
Emperor who "fiddled while Rome
burned". He was rumored to have
had captured Christians dipped in
oil and set on fire in his garden at
night as a source of light.

•This view is based on the writings of
Tacitus, Suetonius and Cassius Dio,
the main surviving sources for
Nero's reign.
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•Flavia, the daughter of a Roman
senator, was likewise banished to
Pontus; and a law was made, "That no
Christian, once brought before the
tribunal, should be exempted from
punishment without renouncing his
religion."

•Among the numerous martyrs that
suffered during this persecution
was Simeon, bishop of Jerusalem,
who was crucified; and St. John,
who was boiled in oil, and
afterward banished to Patmos.

DOMITIAN [81 to 96]

JOHN

•John is considered to have been exiled
to Patmos, during the persecutions
under Emperor Domitian.

•Patmos is an island very close to the city
of Ephesus, the major port city of the
day. Indeed, Revelation 2 - 3 is a series
of letters to the 7 cities in Western
Turkey, and Ephesus is by far the largest
of them.

JOHN
•This is not surprising, since Rome pretty
much cleared Jerusalem of Jews in
70AD (actually completely destroyed
Jerusalem in 125AD) thus resulting in a
diaspora that moved many of the
writers to Western Turkey and Galatia.
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JUDAS TOOK HIS OWN LIFE

ELEVEN WERE MARTYRED FOR THEIR FAITH IN
JESUS
JOHN WAS EXILED TO THE ISLAND OF PATMOS

JOHN

JOHN

•John, who wrote Revelation, was the longest
living Apostle; as such, he witnessed
extraordinary changes in the political, social,
religious, and economic world. The following
historical events were significant to John the
Apostle and his audience.

•First outbreak of persecution against
Christians by Nero (64 CE)
•Jerusalem is sacked and the second
Temple burns (70 CE)
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•One of the sons of Zebedee (Mark 10:35;

•Pastored in Ephesus.
•Wrote after all other New
Testament books were written.

Luke 5:10).

•Brother of James and part of the “inner
circle” (Matt. 17:1-13)
•“The Disciple whom Jesus loved” (John
21:20-24)

JOHN

READING REV

•When John was aged, he trained Polycarp
who later became Bishop of Smyrna. This
was important because Polycarp was able
to carry John's message to future
generations. Polycarp taught Irenaeus,
passing on to him stories about John.

•First, and most important, don’t ignore
the main message of the book, which is
that we should worship Jesus! Jesus is
the “revelation” of the book (1:1). He is
the guide to the whole thing.

READING REV

READING REV

•Second, don’t read the book like it’s a
newspaper. Revelation is what is called
“apocalyptic” literature. This was a very
common type of literature from about
200 BC to AD 200.

•Third, don’t necessarily try to visualize
everything in the book. To paraphrase
what biblical commentator Bruce Metzger
once wrote in his commentary on the
book, “the descriptions don’t mean what
they say; they mean what they mean”
(Breaking the Code, 27).
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•Fourth, don’t study the book alone and
in pieces. The focus of the book should
be the whole story, not isolated verses
and images.

•Fifth, don’t overlook how important a
part the Old Testament plays in the
book.
•Sixth, don’t apply the events of the
book too quickly to yourself. Rather,
think historically and globally.

READING REV

READING REV

•Seventh, don’t forget that Revelation is
a very practical book. Revelation
teaches several important truths. The
Christian life involves spiritual warfare.
There is a good and bad side, and we
have to decide which side we are on.

•Eighth, Revelation never describes itself
as a symbolic code of future events
plotted on a timeline. Nothing in the book
of Revelation suggests that its sequence
of symbols and visions are to be plotted
along a chronological timeline, all related
strictly to the very end of human history.

IF . . .
•If JESUS tarries His Coming, we will
continue our study of His Revelation.
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