Revelation 1:1-8

CHAP DIVISION

• Prologue
• 1st Cycle
• 2nd Cycle
• 3rd Cycle
• 4th Cycle
• 5th Cycle
• 6th Cycle
• 7th Cycle
• Epilogue

1:1-8 [The 1st of Seven Beatitudes {1:3}]
The Seven Churches of Asia Minor 1:9-3:22
The Book with Seven Seals 4:1-8:1
Seven Angels with Seven Trumpets 8:2-11:19
Seven Signs / Seven Symbolic Histories 12:1-14:20
Seven Bowls of Wrath from the Temple 15:1-16:21
Seven Stages in the Fall of Babylon 17:1-19:8
Seven Sights 19:9-22:5
22:6-21 [The 7th of Seven Beatitudes {22:14}]

THE TEXT AND ME

THE TEXT AND ME

1. Clarity – “AHA”
•What draws your attention? What seems important
to you?
2. Question Marks?
•What is hard to understand? What do you wish you
could ask the author?
3. Claiming it
•What applies personally to your life?

1. What do these verses tell us about who God is?
2. What do these verses tell us about who Jesus Christ
is?
3. What do these verses tell us about what Jesus Christ
has already done for those who believe in Him?
4. What do these verses tell us about believers?
5. What do these verses tell us about human history?
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READING REV

Prologue 1:1-8 [The 1st
of Seven Beatitudes {1:3}]

•LOOK
•Not for the passing of the OLD, but for the
coming of the NEW.
•Not for CALAMITY, but for the KING.
•Not for SIGNS, but for the CITY.
•Not with PESSIMISM, but with OPTIMISM.

•OT Preface - Daniel 2:28-30, 45-47

VERSES 1-3

VERSES 1-3

•[1] The revelation is about Jesus Christ,
[2] The revelation from Jesus Christ.

•The PROCESS

•God - Jesus – Angel – John – Churches
•“Bond-servant” = doulos

•The first speaks of content.
•The second speaks of channel.

•The PURPOSE

•Cmp. 1:1, 3 w/ 22:6, 10. “To show the things
which must soon take place”
•The intent is to reveal, not to conceal.

“QUICKLY”

THE PURPOSE

•Rev. 2:16; 3:11; 11:14; 22:7, 12, 20
•What does “quickly” imply?
•“without delay”
•There is no “distance/far off” in
Revelation.

•To encourage the suffering because
Jesus is coming to straighten thoroughly
all that is wrong.
•To the non-believing, repent and
believe.

THE PROMISE

THE PROMISE

•Blessed = 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14
[Cf. Beatitudes] “At peace, contented”
•“He who reads.” This is singular while the next
clause, “those who hear,” is plural. This reflects
the early form of worship and one of God’s
primary plans for taking in the Word. The
Scripture was publicly read to the congregation.

1. Read
2. Hear
3. Heed - “To guard, watch over, preserve” or
“observe, apply, obey.”
•Rev. 2:26; 3:3, 8. 10; 12:17; 14:12; 16:15; 22:7, 9.
Obedience in Revelation is Perseverance in the
context of tribulation and suffering.
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TO WHOM

FROM WHOM

•Historical, Actual Churches
•Directly, for believers
•Indirectly, for unbelievers within the
church.

•God the Father (“from Him. . .” [v. 4b])
•From the Seven Spirits (v. 4c)
•From Jesus (vv. 5-8)

FROM WHOM

FROM WHOM

4. To Him who loves us
5. To Him who released us from our sins by
His blood.
6. To Him who has made us to be a
kingdom
7. To Him who has made us to be priests to
His God

8. To Him be the glory and the dominion
9. He is coming
10. “I am the Alpha and Omega”
11. “Who is, who was, and is to come”
12. “The Almighty”

1. The faithful witness
2. The firstborn of the dead
3. The ruler of the kings of the earth
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JESUS (1:5)
WHO HE IS

P 1. The faithful witness (v. 5)
His Incarnation – OUR PROPHET
S
A 2. The firstborn of the dead (v. 5)
His crucifixion and resurrection –
L
OUR PRIEST
M 3. The ruler of the kings of the earth
89
(v. 5) His ascension – OUR KING

3:14; 19:11; 21:5; 22:6
Col. 1:18

15:3; 17:14; 19:16
[1:5 “ruler” first]
“Kings of the earth” [6:15; 16:14; 17:2,
18; 18:3, 9; 19:19; 21:24

JESUS (1:5)
WHO WE ARE
4.

To Him who loves us (v. 5)
THE CAUSE

3:9
Pres. Act. Part. [Ongoing]

5.

To Him who released us from
our sins by His blood (v. 5)
THE EFFECT

6.

To Him who has made us a
kingdom of priests (v. 6)
THE GOAL

Aor. Act. Part. [pt. in time]
Released “set us free” which seems to be the better
reading, depending on one letter in a Greek word:
lusanti means “set free,” while lousanti means “washed.”
Poellot, Revelation, 11.

5:10; 21:24 [those in 5:10 bring their glory
into the city]
His people have open access to Him.

24

Revelation 1:1-8

BLOOD

BLOOD

•Re 5:9 And they sang a new song, saying,
"Worthy are You to take the book and to break its
seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God
with Your blood men from every tribe and
tongue and people and nation.

•Re 7:14 I said to him, "My lord, you know." And
he said to me, "These are the ones who come out
of the great tribulation, and they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb.

BLOOD
•Re 12:11 "And they overcame him because of
the blood of the Lamb and because of the word
of their testimony, and they did not love their life
even when faced with death.
•Re 19:13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in
blood, and His name is called The Word of God.

JESUS (1:6)
7. To Him be the glory and the
dominion (v. 6)
THE END RESULT

We praise Him for . . .
• His present ministry – He loves . . .
• His past ministry – He released . . .
• His future ministry – His is coming . . .
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“Amen” 1:6, 7, 18; 3:14; 5:14;
7:12; 19:4; 22:20, 21
[“Trustworthy”]
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BEHOLD,
•HE IS COMING WITH
THE CLOUDS . . . (v. 7)
•Zech. 12:10; Dan. 7:13, 14
•Matt. 26:64

PIERCED
Zechariah 12:10

John 19:34-37

• "I will pour out on the house of
David and on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of
supplication, so that they will look
on Me whom they have pierced;
and they will mourn for Him, as one
mourns for an only son, and they will
weep bitterly over Him like the bitter
weeping over a firstborn.

• John 19:34 But one of the soldiers
pierced His side with a spear, and
immediately blood and water came
out. 35 And he who has seen has
testified, and his testimony is true; and
he knows that he is telling the truth, so
that you also may believe. 36 For these
things came to pass to fulfill the
Scripture, "NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL
BE BROKEN." 37 And again another
Scripture says, "THEY SHALL LOOK ON
HIM WHOM THEY PIERCED."

CLOUDS

CLOUDS

•Dan. 7:13 "I kept looking in the night visions, And
behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of
Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of
Days And was presented before Him. 14 "And to Him
was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the
peoples, nations and men of every language Might
serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion
Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one
Which will not be destroyed.

•Matt. 24:29 "But immediately after the tribulation of
those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE
MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL
FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. 30 And then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth
will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN
COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and
great glory.

CLOUDS

CLOUDS

•Acts 1:9 And after He had said these things, He was
lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud
received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were
gazing intently into the sky while He was going,
behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them.
11 They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken
up from you into heaven, will come in just the same
way as you have watched Him go into heaven."

•Clouds appear as trappings to His
coming (Rev. 1:7; 10:1; 11:12; 14:14-16).
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2nd COMING

ALREADY / NOT YET
ORIGINAL
PROPHECY
Shadow
Original
Audience
Near / Far

JESUS

JESUS

1ST COMING

2ND COMING

Substance
“Already”

Substance
“Not Yet”

•When Jesus returns He will be
accompanied by clouds.
•Jews and Gentiles will see Him.
•His presence solicits mourning.
•This scene is consistent with The Feast
of Trumpets and the Day of Atonement.

JESUS (1:4-8)
God’s Sovereignty Renders Certain What Is About To Unfold
Rev. 2:8; 21:6; 22:13; Isa 41:4; 43:10; 44:6; 48:12

10. “I am the Alpha and
Omega” (v. 8)

Rev. 1:4, 8; 4:8; 11:17; 16:5

11. “Who is, who was, and is to
come” (v. 8)

Rev. 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:6, 15; 21:22

12. “The Almighty” (v. 8)

ALMIGHTY
• The Greek word [pantokrator] occurs several times in
Revelation, and only once in the rest of the New Testament
[in 2 Cor. 6:18, in an Old Testament quote.] The word means
‘ruler over everything’. In the Old Testament the concept of
God as ‘the Almighty’ is expressed frequently – where it
means Lord ‘of hosts’ or Lord ‘of the armies’. It refers to the
incredible and unsurpassable power of God, and His
authority to summon and enlist in the aid of His purpose and
His people whatever resources and means He chooses.
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THE TEXT AND ME

THE TEXT AND ME

1. Clarity – “AHA”
•What draws your attention? What seems important
to you?
2. Question Marks?
•What is hard to understand? What do you wish you
could ask the author?
3. Claiming it
•What applies personally to your life?

1. What do these verses tell us about who God is?
2. What do these verses tell us about who Jesus Christ
is?
3. What do these verses tell us about what Jesus Christ
has already done for those who believe in him?
4. What do these verses tell us about believers?
5. What do these verses tell us about human history?

28

