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CHAP DIVISION
• Prologue 1:1-8 [The 1st of Seven Beatitudes {1:3}]

• 1st Cycle The Seven Churches of Asia Minor 1:9-3:22 

• 2nd Cycle The Book with Seven Seals 4:1-8:1

• 3rd Cycle Seven Angels with Seven Trumpets 8:2-11:19

• 4th Cycle Seven Signs / Seven Symbolic Histories 12:1-14:20

• 5th Cycle Seven Bowls of Wrath from the Temple 15:1-16:21

• 6th Cycle Seven Stages in the Fall of Babylon 17:1-19:8

• 7th Cycle Seven Sights 19:9-22:5

• Epilogue 22:6-21 [The 7th of Seven Beatitudes {22:14}]

 

CHAP DIVISION
• Prologue 1:1-8 [The 1st of Seven Beatitudes {1:3}]

•From 6:1 through 18 the victory of God is secured 
[Seals, Trumpets, Bowls]. Chapter 19 has His 
Second Coming.

•Chapters 4 and 5 are introductory to Chapters 6 
through 18. 

•Chapters 19 and 20 are introductory to Chapters 
21 and 22.

• Epilogue 22:6-21 [The 7th of Seven Beatitudes {22:14}]

 

1

Judgment

2

Persecution

3

Salvation

BIG PICTURE

 

SUMMARY OF THEME
•14:7 and he said with a loud voice, 

"Fear God, and give Him glory, 
because the hour of His judgment 
has come; worship Him who made 
the heaven and the earth and sea 

and springs of waters."

 

THE LAST DAYS
From His 1st Coming to His 2nd Coming

Prologue 1st Cycle 2nd Cycle 3rd Cycle 4th Cycle 5th Cycle 6th Cycle 7th Cycle Epilogue

Rev. 1:19 "Therefore write the things which you have 

seen, and the things which are, and the things which 

will take place after these things.

 

THE ISSUE
•The Church is to persevere, to 
endure in the face of tribulation and 
persecution.

•The ability to do so is sourced in 
who JESUS is and what He has done 
and who they are in Him.

 

1st Cycle - The Seven Churches of 
Asia Minor 1:9-3:22 
•Introduction (1:9-20)

•This vision is introductory to chapters 2 
and 3, the letters to the churches, and 
the events that follow. 

•The Seven Churches (2:1-3:22)
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John’s Use of Daniel Rev. Dan.

God sitting on a throne 1:4 7:9a

A plurality of heavenly beings 

surrounding the throne

1:4 7:10b

The Son of man (Christ’s) universal rule 1:4 7:13-14

The saints given or made a kingdom 1:6, 9 7:18, 22, 

27a

The coming of a Son of man on clouds 

with authority

1:7A 7:13

 

John’s Use of Daniel Rev. Dan.

The image of a book associated with 

judgment

1:11 7:10

Detailed description of a heavenly figure 
and his environment

1:12-16 7:9-10

The seer’s emotional distress because of 

the vision

1:17a 7:15

The seer given heavenly counsel 
consisting of an interpretation of part of 

the vision

1:17-20 7:16-17ff

 

A DESCRIPTION . . . (1:9-20)

1. of John (vv. 9, 10)

2. of those who are to receive 
the Book (v. 11)

3. of the Speaker (vv. 12-20)
 

JOHN (vv. 9, 10)

John’s Loyalty (v. 9a [συγκοινωνός ])

Suffering

[Already]

“Patient Endurance”

[Waiting]

Kingdom

[Not Yet]

John’s Geography (“On Patmos” vv. 9b, 10)
Physically / Patmos – Spiritually / “In Spirit”

 

KINGDOM 
•Re 1:6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, 
priests to His God and Father--to Him be the 
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

•Re 1:9 ¶ I, John, your brother and fellow partaker 
in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance 
which are in Jesus, was on the island called 
Patmos because of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus.

 

KINGDOM 
•Re 5:10 "You have made them to be a kingdom 
and priests to our God; and they will reign upon 
the earth."

•Re 11:15 Then the seventh angel sounded; and 
there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom 
of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign 
forever and ever."

 

KINGDOM 
•Re 12:10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, 
saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of His 
Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren 
has been thrown down, he who accuses them 
before our God day and night.

 

LORD’S DAY
•“The phrases is clearly and consistently 
used of Sunday from the second half of 
the second century on. The idea that 
Rev. 1:10 implies a Christian observance 
of the Sabbath is the least likely 
alternative.” G.K. Beale, NIGTC, The Book of Revelation, 203.
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JOHN (vv. 9, 10)

John’s Identity (v. 9c “Word/Testimony”)

John’s Responsibility (vv. 11, 19 “Write”)

John’s Humility (v. 17 “I fell as Dead”)

 

“THE VOICE”
•This is the first of many references to a 
‘voice’. Sometimes, as here, it is the voice of 
Jesus Christ. Sometimes it is the voice of a 
mighty angel, or of many angels. Sometimes 
it is the voice of God. Always the voice or 
voices are loud. This one is ‘like a loud 
trumpet’.

 

“THE VOICE”
•God - Rev. 1:10; 10:3; 11:12; 16:1; 21:3

•Angels - Rev. 5:2, 12; 6:10; 7:2, 10; 
8:13; 12:10; 14:7, 9, 15, 18; 16:17; 19:1, 
17

•Commanding Presence; Non-negotiable; 
Arresting Attention.

 

SEVEN (vv. 11, 16, 20)
•It is the number of perfection and 
completion. Despite the problems about 
to be identified, this symbol attributes 
‘perfection’ to the church. 

 

SEVEN (vv. 11, 16, 20)
•The perfection of the church is embedded 
not only in the word ‘seven’, but in the 

symbol of the ‘lampstands’. This takes us 
right back to Exodus 25:31-40, where 
instructions and reports are given regarding 
the crafting of the lampstand for the 
Tabernacle. 

 

SEVEN (vv. 11, 16, 20)
•That it had seven arms.

•That it was made of pure gold.

•That is was crafted [hammered out] from one 

piece of gold.

•That is was consecrated to God, that is, 
deemed to be holy because it was set apart 
by God and for God.

 

 

THE SPEAKER (vv. 12-22)
His Presence (v. 13 “He walks among”)

His Majesty (vv. 13, 14 “His Garment” 

Dan. 7:13)

His insight (v. 14 “Eyes” Dan. 7:9)
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THE SASH
•Either a priest or judge wore a long robe. However, a 

priest would wear his girdle around his waist, signifying 
service. He would often lift the hem of his garment and 
tuck it under his girdle as he went about some of his 
priestly duties. By contrast, a judge wore the girdle 
over one shoulder and across his chest as an insignia of 
the magisterial office he held. https://bible.org/seriespage/5-awesome-

and-awestruck-revelation-19-20#P46_20047

 

THE SPEAKER (vv. 12-22)

His Purity (v. 15 “His feet”) He walks 

among His Church and causes their purity.

His Enormity (v. 15 “His Voice”)

His Authority (vv. 16, 18 “Two-edged Sword” 

“Keys”)

 

•Jesus in their midst. He is what gives 
any church its value. Without Him, His 
Church ceases to be a Church. The value 
of each church is not what it does for 
Him, but in what He has done for them. 
The stars in His hand speaks of His 
oversight and control over His Church.

 

“KEYS”
•Death is not in charge. Jesus is: he holds 
the keys. What he shuts no one can 
open. What he opens no one can shut 
[Isaiah 22:22; Revelation 3:7].

 

THE SPEAKER (vv. 12-22)

His Certainty (v. 17 “Alpha / 

Omega”)

 

Priest Lampstands Garment

Judge His Eyes Sword

King Keys

 

THE INTENT
•The intent of the Vision is to establish 
His authority over what is about to 
happen. 

•Everything in the Vision says, “He is in 
Control.”

 

DO NOT BE AFRAID (v. 17)
•Our status as creature causes us to fear 
[rejection].

•Our standing as sons grants us access 
[acceptance].

•The most repeated command in the 
Bible is “BE NOT AFRAID.”
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“ON ME” (v. 17)
•On several occasions when men have had a 
glimpse of the glory of God, they rightly fell 
on their face in humble submission and 
reverence or responded in some way that 
showed the effect on man the creature 
when faced with the awesomeness of the 
Creator’s glory. 

 

“ON ME” (v. 17)
•But when they did this, God spoke or 
touched them or both (cf. Dan. 10:8-10, 
15-16; Matt. 17:6-7). And so here, the 
Lord Jesus placed His right hand upon 
John and spoke words of comfort.

 

“ON ME” (v. 17)
•Why did the Lord do this? Because the 
sovereignty and holiness of God that becomes 
terror and judgment to the unbelieving world 
becomes a source of comfort and protection to 
the believer in Christ because He stands cleansed 
and purified in the merit and love of Christ (Isa. 
6:1-8). https://bible.org/seriespage/1-prologue-rev-11-8

 

REMEMBER (vv. 17, 18)
•All the mysteries of God are 

revealed in Him.

•All the purposes of God reach their 
goal in Him.

•All the promises of God are 
fulfilled in Him.

 

vv. 17-20
•By the context, we can see that this 
description stands for God’s independent, 
self-existence, and self-sufficiency as the 
transcendent and sovereign God of the 
universe. He stands outside and 
independent of all creation. 
https://bible.org/seriespage/1-prologue-rev-11-8

 

REMEMBER (v. 20)
•God’s intent is to be understood. 

•His intent is clarity, not 
confusion; to reveal and not to 
conceal.

 

Ephesus

2:1-7
Smyrna

2:8-11
Pergamum

2:12-17
Thyatira

2:18-29
Sardis

3:1-6
Philadelphia

3:7-13
Laodicea

3:14-22

JESUS v. 1 v. 8 v. 12 v. 18 v. 1b v. 7 v. 14

PRAISE vv. 2, 3 vv. 9, 10 v. 13 v. 19 vv. 8-11

CAUTION vv. 4, 5 vv. 14-16 vv. 20-23 vv. 1b-3 vv. 15-20

PRAISE v. 6 vv. 24, 25 v. 4

REWARD v. 7 v. 11 v. 17 vv. 26-29 vv. 5, 6 vv. 12, 13 vv. 21, 22
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•This vision of the glory, power and 
authority of Jesus [1:12-20] is the first 
revelation that God gives to His 
suffering church. This is the 
foundational truth upon which all of 
the other visions and revelations are 
built. This is the picture we are to keep 
in mind as we read through Revelation. 

 

•We must keep revisiting this scene 
even as we look at others. This Jesus is 
the Jesus we will see in action in 
different contexts right through this 
book, in scenes that are quite 
frightening and overwhelming. 

 

•When we see Him there let us always 
remember this, that He is this Jesus –
the Son of Man who loves us and gave 
His life for us, this Jesus who says to us 
here ‘Do not be afraid … I hold the keys! 
Do not be afraid … I have already 
conquered!’ http://www.godswordforyou.com/revelation/studies-in-revelation/989-

revelation-1-1-8-introduction.html

 

THE TEXT AND ME
1.What has this vision of Jesus Christ taught 

you about him?

2.What has this vision of Jesus Christ taught 
you about yourself as a member of his 
church?

3.How does this vision of Jesus Christ 
encourage you to live for him in the world?

 

THE TEXT AND ME
1. Clarity – “AHA”

•What draws your attention? What seems important 
to you?

2. Question Marks?

•What is hard to understand? What do you wish you 
could ask the author?

3. Claiming it 

•What applies personally to your life?
 

 

 


