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4 PILLARS OF AN ORTHODOX 
ESCHATOLOGY

Return Of Jesus Future Bodily 
Resurrection

Final 
Judgment

Literal Heaven 
And Hell

 

Garden in Eden

Tabernacle

Temple

JESUS

The Church

New Heaven

New Earth

The whole of the 
biblical Story
expands on, 

explains, and 

explores God’s 
pursuit of His 
people for their 
joy and His glory.

 

BIG PICTURE
•Because of who JESUS is and what 
JESUS does, His people can 
persevere.*

•The Purpose of God comes full 
circle.

*Perseverance is the result of preservation.

His People Persevere Because God Preserves.

 

CHAP DIVISION
• Prologue 1:1-8 [The 1st of Seven Beatitudes {1:3}]

• 1st Cycle The Seven Churches of Asia Minor 1:9-3:22 

• 2nd Cycle The Book with Seven Seals 4:1-8:1

• 3rd Cycle Seven Angels with Seven Trumpets 8:2-11:19

• 4th Cycle Seven Signs / Seven Symbolic Histories 12:1-14:20

• 5th Cycle Seven Bowls of Wrath from the Temple 15:1-16:21

• 6th Cycle Seven Stages in the Fall of Babylon 17:1-19:8

• 7th Cycle Seven Sights 19:9-22:5

• Epilogue 22:6-21 [The 7th of Seven Beatitudes {22:14}]

 

CHAP DIVISION
• Prologue 1:1-8 [The 1st of Seven Beatitudes {1:3}]

•From 6:1 through 18 the victory of God is secured 
[Seals, Trumpets, Bowls]. Chapter 19 has His 
Second Coming.

•Chapters 4 and 5 are introductory [Porch] to 
Chapters 6 through 18. 

•Chapters 19 and 20 are introductory [Porch] to 
Chapters 21 and 22.

• Epilogue 22:6-21 [The 7th of Seven Beatitudes {22:14}]

 

THE LAST DAYS
From His 1st Coming to His 2nd Coming

Prologue 1st Cycle 2nd Cycle 3rd Cycle 4th Cycle 5th Cycle 6th Cycle 7th Cycle Epilogue

Rev. 1:19 "Therefore write the things which you have 
seen, and the things which are, and the things which 

will take place after these things.
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Interpretive Approach Basic Thesis

Preterist
All the events of Revelation were fulfilled 
during the period of the Roman Empire.

Historical
Revelation is a panorama of church 
history from the apostolic era until the 
consummation.

Idealist
Revelation is not a representation of actual 
events, but is rather a symbolic depiction of 
the spiritual warfare between good and evil.

Futurist
Beginning with chapter 4, Revelation describes 
the future events accompanying the end of 
the age.

Eclecticism
A little of everything.

 

READING REV. 2, 3
1. Some suggest the LETTERS were to communicate 

with the literal churches and meet their needs at 
that time. 

2. Others suggest the LETTERS were to reveal seven 
different types of individuals/churches throughout 
history and instruct them in God's truth.

3. Still others suggest the LETTERS were to use the 
seven churches to foreshadow seven different 
periods in the history of the Church.

 

1st Cycle - The Seven Churches of 
Asia Minor 1:9-3:22 
•Introduction (1:9-20)

•This vision is introductory to chapters 2 
and 3, the letters to the churches, and 
the events that follow. 

•The Seven Churches (2:1-3:22)

 

CHIASM STRUCTURE
1-Ephesus 2:1-7
“Left your first love” (v. 4)

2-Smyrna 2:8-11
“Synagogue of Satan” (v. 9)

3A-Pergamum 2:12-17

3B-Thyatira 2:18-29

3C-Sardis 3:1-6

2B-Philadelphia 
3:7-13

“Synagogue of Satan” (v. 9)

1A-Laodicea 3:14-22
“You are Lukewarm” (v. 16)
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Ephesus
2:1-7

Smyrna
2:8-11

Pergamum

2:12-17
Thyatira
2:18-29

Sardis
3:1-6

Philadelphia

3:7-13
Laodicea
3:14-22

2 'I know your 
deeds, toil,

perseverance, 
and you cannot 
tolerate evil 

men, and put to 
the test, 3 and 

you have 
perseverance
and have 

endured, and 
have not grown 
weary. 6 [and] 
hate the deeds 

of the 
Nicolaitans, 

9 'I know your 
tribulation and 
your poverty 10 
'Do not fear what 
you are about to 

suffer. 

13 'I know where 
you dwell, where 
Satan's throne is; 
and you hold fast 
My name, and did 
not deny My faith 
even in the days of 

Antipas, My 
witness, My faithful 
one, who was killed 
among you, where 

Satan dwells.

19 'I know your 
deeds, and your 

love and faith and 
service and 

perseverance, and 
that your deeds of 
late are greater 
than at first.

24 I place no other 
burden on you.
25 'Nevertheless 
what you have, 
hold fast until I 

come.

NOTHING 
[Breaks Pattern]

8 'I know your 
deeds. because you 
have a little power, 
and have kept My 
word, and have not 
denied My name.
10 'Because you 

have kept the word 
of My perseverance
11 'I am coming 

quickly; hold fast 
what you have, so 
that no one will 
take your crown.

N
O
T
H
I
N
G

4 'But you have a 
few people in 

Sardis who have 
not soiled their 

garments; and they 
will walk with Me 
in white, for they 

are worthy.

Endurance in  
Falsehood

Endurance in 
Tribulation

Endurance in 
Martyrdom

Endurance in 
Weariness

Endurance in 
Loneliness

Endurance in 
Temptation

ENDURANCE
 

  

Compare 2, 3 w/ 21, 22 
•One cannot help but notice that the 
Letters of chaps. 2-3 stand in antithetical 
parallelism to chaps. 21-22. 

 

Compare 2, 3 w/ 21, 22 
•In other words, the imperfections of the 
church in the old creation, as seen in 
the seven letters in chps. 2-3, find their 
counterpart in the perfections of the 
church in the new creation, as seen in 
chps. 21-22. 
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EA. Introduction: apocalypse, epistle, prophecy (1:1-3, 4-8, 9-20)

B. Vision: the saints on earth (chs. 2-3)
C. The Heavenly Sanhedrin Convened for Judgment and Enthronement (chs. 4-5)

D. Seven Seals (6:1-8:1)

E. Seven Trumpets (8:2-9:21)

F. Theophany: the Lord's messenger descending to sea and land (ch 10)

G. War against the Saints on Earth (ch. 11)

G' War against the Dragon in Heaven (ch.12)

F' Counter-Theophany: Yamm's [god of the sea] two messengers ascending 

from sea to land (ch. 13)

E' Unnumbered Series of Seven Proclamations (ch. 14)

D' Seven Bowls (chs. 15-16)

C' The Heavenly Sanhedrin Convened for Judgment and the Messianic Reign 

(chs. 17-20; cf 20:4-15)

B' Vision: the saints in heaven (21:1-22:5)
A' Conclusion: apocalypse, epistle, prophecy (22:6-0, 10-20, 21)

 

Compare 2, 3 w/ 21,  22
1-false prophets (2:2) 12 true apostles (21:14) 

2-false Jews (2:9; 3:9) the names of the tribes of true Israel (21:12) 

3-Christians dwell where Satan’s throne is (2:13) Christians dwell where God’s throne is (22:1)

4-some in the church are dead (3:1) all in the new Jerusalem are written in the Lamb’s book 
of life (21:27) 

5-the church is a faltering, temporal lampstand 
(1:20; 2:5)

God and the Lamb are the eternal lamps (21:23-24; 22:5) 

6-the church is filled with idolatrous impurities 
(2:14-15, 20) and liars (2:9; 3:9)

there will only be purity and truth in the new creation 
(21:8, 27) 

7-Christians face persecution, hoping in God’s 
promises to overcomers (2:8-10, 14)

in the new creation they reign, having inherited these 
promises. 
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Interpretive Approach Basic Thesis

Preterist
All the events of Revelation were fulfilled 
during the period of the Roman Empire.

Historical
Revelation is a panorama of church 
history from the apostolic era until the 
consummation.

Idealist
Revelation is not a representation of actual 
events, but is rather a symbolic depiction of 
the spiritual warfare between good and evil.

Futurist
Beginning with chapter 4, Revelation describes 
the future events accompanying the end of 
the age.

Eclecticism
A little of everything.

 

PRETERISM
•Preterism teaches that either all or a 
majority of Bible prophecy had come to 
pass by AD 70. Adherents of preterism
are commonly known as preterists.

 

PRETERISM
•This school of thought interprets the 
Book of Daniel as referring to events 
that happened in the second century 
BC, while seeing the prophecies of 
Revelation as events that happened in 
the first century AD. 
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PRETERISM 1.0
• In 70AD . . . 
1. End of the Mosiac Age or close of the Jewish economy

2. End of Temple Jewish worship

3. The judgment of a guilty nation (Judea)

4. Resurrection of the dead.

5. The reward of the faithful.

6. Second coming of Christ

7. Consummation of the kingdom of God

8. Souls now go directly to eternal judgment and reward or punishment (not 
Hades) upon death. 

 

PRETERISM .5

 

FUTURISM
•Futurism is interprets portions of the 
Book of Revelation, the Book of Daniel, 
and other prophecies as future events 
in a literal, physical, apocalyptic, and 
global context.

 

IDEALISM
•It is distinct from Preterism, Futurism and 
Historicism in that it does not see any of the 
prophecies (except in some cases the Second 
Coming, and Final Judgment) as being 
fulfilled in a literal, physical, earthly sense 
either in the past, present or future.
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HISTORICAL
• This view teaches that Revelation is a symbolic 

representation that presents the course of history from the 
apostle’s life through the end of the age. The symbols in the 
apocalypse correspond to events in the history of Western 
Europe, including various popes, the Protestant 
Reformation, the French Revolution, and rulers such as 
Charlemagne. 

•Many adherents of this position view chapters 1-3 as seven 
periods in church history.

 

Ephesus
2:1-7

Smyrna
2:8-11

Pergamum

2:12-17
Thyatira
2:18-29

Sardis
3:1-6

Philadelphia

3:7-13
Laodicea
3:14-22

JESUS v. 1 v. 8 v. 12 v. 18 v. 1b v. 7 v. 14

PRAISE vv. 2, 3 vv. 9, 10 v. 13 v. 19 vv. 8-11

CAUTION vv. 4, 5 vv. 14-16 vv. 20-23 vv. 1b-3 vv. 15-20

PRAISE v. 6 vv. 24, 25 v. 4

REWARD v. 7 v. 11 v. 17 vv. 26-29 vv. 5, 6 vv. 12, 13 vv. 21, 22
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