Revelation 4-5 – Second Cycle (part 1)

CHAP DIVISION

• Prologue
• 1st Cycle
• 2nd Cycle
• 3rd Cycle
• 4th Cycle
• 5th Cycle
• 6th Cycle
• 7th Cycle
• Epilogue

• The book is written in seven
sections, each of which run parallel
to one another. Each part covers
the same time period from the first
to the second coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ. At the same time,
each has a different focus and level
of detail. Additionally, they are
arranged in an ascending climatic
order. A way of comprehending this
is to visualize a seven transparent
floor-plans, stacked together.
http://www.truthistheword.com/the-structure-of-the-book-of-revelation/
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1:1-8 [The 1st of Seven Beatitudes {1:3}]
The Seven Churches of Asia Minor 1:9-3:22
The Book with Seven Seals 4:1-8:1
Seven Angels with Seven Trumpets 8:2-11:19
Seven Signs / Seven Symbolic Histories 12:1-14:20
Seven Bowls of Wrath from the Temple 15:1-16:21
Seven Stages in the Fall of Babylon 17:1-19:8
Seven Sights 19:9-22:5
22:6-21 [The 7th of Seven Beatitudes {22:14}]

Revelation 4-5 – Second Cycle (part 1)

4 PILLARS OF AN ORTHODOX
ESCHATOLOGY

•Daniel 12:4 "But as for you, Daniel, conceal these
words and seal up the book until the end of
time; many will go back and forth, and
knowledge will increase.“ 9 He said, "Go your
way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and
sealed up until the end time.

Return Of Jesus Future Bodily
Resurrection

Final
Judgment

Literal Heaven
And Hell

•Revelation 22:10 And he *said to me, "Do not
seal up the words of the prophecy of this book,
for the time is near.

Garden in Eden
The whole of the
biblical Story
New Heaven
New Earth
expands on,
explains, and
explores God’s
The Church
pursuit of His
people for their
JESUS
joy and His glory.

“A DOOR”
Tabernacle

• Occurs in Rev. 3:8, 20; 4:1
• 3:8, 20 = Opportunity
• 4:1 = Gateway / Passage
• The divide between heaven and earth is perceptual. Heaven
and Earth are only separated by “doors.”
• Although there will be a fusion of these two and currently
they are “separated,” the divide between the two is one
of perception, not reality.
• We refer to death as “passing.”

Temple
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“VOICE”

“IN THE SPIRIT”

•Same voice as in Rev. 1:10. Are the two the
same?

• Occurs in Rev. 1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10
• Re 1:10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud
voice like the sound of a trumpet,
• Re 4:2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in
heaven, and One sitting on the throne.
• Re 17:3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a
woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven
heads and ten horns.
• Re 21:10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain,
and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God,

• In Chapter 1 and following, John sees THE CHURCH ON
EARTH IN THE LAST DAYS.
• Remember, the Last Days run from PENTECOST to the SECOND
COMING.

• In Chapters 4 and 5, John sees THE THRONE IN HEAVEN.
• Are these two events simultaneous or sequential?

“IN THE SPIRIT”

HARPAZO

• If we make Rev. 4:1 the catching away of the church, what
happens in Rev. 17:3 and 21:10? Is the Church taken out of
heaven and back to these earthly geographical locations?
• After John is taken up in the spirit to “heaven,” He is shown
Jesus reclaiming the Earth in order to restore the Garden.

IN
THE NEW TESTAMENT
[Look at the Handout]

“THE THRONE”

“THE THRONE”

•John uses “throne” forty-three times in
Revelation with Nineteen occurrences in
chapters 4 and 5.

•Verse 5 reminds us of Mt. Sinai, God’s
transcendence. His apartness.
•The seven Spirits of God speak to His
perfection. Notice 5:6.
•The sea of glass can simply be a sea of
glass.

•Chapter 4 is a Theophany
•Chapter 5 is a Christophany

“24 ELDERS”

“24 ELDERS”
•Who are they?
• 12 Tribes of Israel
• 12 Apostles
• Why 12/24? Some suggest completion and others speak
of the priesthood.
• If Israel and Church, then what about Pre-Israel and PostChurch?
• The People of God
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“24 ELDERS”

“24 ELDERS”

•What they look like.

•What they do/say.
• Worship continuously (4:8-10)
• To the Father – Creator (4:11 [“Old” song])
• To the Son – Redeemer (5:9 [“New” song])

• White garments ([imputed righteousness] 4:4)
• Golden crowns ([rewards and reign] 4:4, 10)
• Jesus comes, His people receive their reward, they worship
Him through song and gesture.

• Carry harps ([worship / music] 5:8)
• Carry incense ([prayer] 5:8)

Lion

“FOUR CREATURES”
•Why a Lion, Ox, Man, and Eagle?

Eagle

• Perhaps because of the positive character traits describing
each?

Ox

•Same as those in Ezekiel 1:10; 10:14.
•Definitely Angelic and probably Cherubim.
•Notice what they say in contrast to the Elders.
•Compare this with 5:12.

Man

Lion

WORSHIP
•Continual and
•God centered

Eagle

Ox

Man

“BOOK / 7 SEALS”

“BOOK / 7 SEALS”
• From my perspective, I think the “Book” is the title deed to
the Earth. His is reclaiming what is His by right and restoring
the Earth back to the Garden.
• The saints reigning over the earth is the same as Adam and
Eve reigning over the Garden.
• The idea that the saints sit on thrones (4:4; 5:10) and reign
goes back to humanity having DOMINION (Gen. 1:26, 28).
• I am not sure how having dominion in the garden sense meshes
with varying levels of authority in the New Heaven and Earth.

86

Revelation 4-5 – Second Cycle (part 1)

“BOOK / 7 SEALS” “THE LAMB”
• Just as everything emanated from the Garden, so also will
everything emanate from “Jerusalem” (cf. Zechariah 8:1-8;
14:8-21).

•The Lion from the tribe of Judah
•The Root of David
• “Has overcome” (nikao). When did the Lamb overcome?
• Cf. 1 Cor. 15:27, 28; Col. 2:14, 15; John 16:33

“THE LAMB”

“THE LAMB”

•A Lamb standing (the language is intentional)
= was sitting after the cross (“It is Finished”
[Eph. 1:20; Col. 3:1]) and now stands in
Revelation (speaks of a readiness to act,
“Come Lord Jesus”).

•From my perspective, in His death, burial, and
resurrection, Jesus grabs the book and begins
claiming the earth as His own (1 Cor. 15:27, 28).
•Thus, at His resurrection and Pentecost, Jesus
began to reign. This does not cancel out the
imagery of Rev. 19-22. There is still a point in time
when He will return and set up Heaven on Earth.

• Seven Horns = Omnipotence
• Seven Eyes = Omniscience
• Seven Spirits = Omnipresence

“THE LAMB”

Lion

•If Pentecost inaugurates Him restoring
the Earth back to the Garden, then
Revelation 6:1 has already began.

Eagle

Ox

Man

“MANY ANGELS”

THE BIG PICTURE

•Compare Revelation 5:13 with
Philippians 2:9-11.

•The world is theocentric.
•All of creation worships Him.
•In the person and work of Jesus, God
fulfills the Garden Promise.
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A COMPARISON OF REVELATION CHAPTERS 4 & 5 WITH DANIEL 7
Bro. Michael Jacob
http://www.wogim.org/r4-5-d7.htm
The scene shown in Daniel 7 and Revelation 4&5 are one and the same.
1 . THE ANCIENT OF DAYS APPEARS SITTING UPON THE THRONE
Rev. 4:2 shows Deity, or the Ancient of Days sitting upon a throne. " And behold a throne was
set in heaven, and ONE sat upon the throne".
Daniel 7 goes further and gives a description of the Ancient of Days who is on the throne. "
And I beheld till the thrones were set and the ancient of days did sit, whose garment was
white as Snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool : His throne was like the fiery flame;
and His wheels as burning fire" (Dan 7 :9).
2 . THE SCENE ABOUT THE THRONE .
Rev 4:5, describes this throne of Deity "And out of the throne proceeded lightening and
thundering and voices : and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne which
are the seven Spirits of God". The description is of a judgment throne. Dan. 7, portrays
the scene about the throne even more vividly. "His throne was like a fiery flame, and His
wheels are burning fire. The fiery stream issued and came forth before Him......" (Dan. 7 : 9 10).
3. THE THRONES WERE SET :
This statement in Dan 7 : 9-10 shows that there were other thrones included in the
setting. Rev. 4:4 reveals that these other thrones are occupied by 24 Elders. "And round about
the throne were four and twenty (thrones) and upon them (thrones), I saw four and twenty
elders clothed with white raiment : and they had on their heads crowns of gold"
4. THE TEN THOUSAND TIMES TEN THOUSAND ATTENDING ANGELS.
Rev. 5:11 records the attending angels. "And I beheld and heard the voice of many angels
round about the throne and the beast and the elders : and the number of them was ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands" Daniel describes the same picture,
and the numbers tally with those of Rev 5.
" Thousand thousands ministered unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood
before Him : The judgment was set and the books were opened"(Dan7:10).
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5. THE PURPOSE OF THE JUDGMENT THRONE
" The Judgment was set and the books opened", The chief difference between accounts of
Daniel and the Revelation is this :
(a) In Daniel, the narrative swiftly covers the whole apocalyptic revelation down to the
destruction of the Beast and giving lo the saints the kingdom.
(b) In contrast, practically the entire Book of Revelation is an elaboration of the details
given in Daniel 7. The 4th and 5th Chapters of Revelation thus narrate only the preliminary
scenes of the judgment
6. JUDGMENT AND DESTRUCTION OF THE BEAST KINGDOMS :
Dan. 7 therefore continues the judgment scene, showing its results. It reveals how the Beast is
taken and delivered to destruction. " I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body
destroyed and given to the burning flame..... and they shall take away his dominion, to
consume and to destroy it to the end" (Dan 7 : 11, 26).
The essential purpose therefore of the judgment throne is to take over and destroy the
dominion that Satan has held over the earth and return it to the rightful heirs, the Saints of
God.
7. THE KINGDOM GIVEN TO THE SAINTS OF THE MOST HIGH.
But who is to accomplish this? Who can open the book with the title deed to the earth? Who is
able to disposes the usurpers? Daniel tells us "I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like
the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days and they
brought Him near before Him " (Dan 7 : 13).
This verse carries a two-fold picture.
(a) Christ is presented before the Ancient of days. He takes the book of the title deed out of the
hand of Him who sits on the throne (Rev 5 : 5 -7). There are at least three books which will be
opened during the judgment (Dan 7 : 10). There is the book of life. There is the book of the
deeds of the wicked (Rev. 20 :12). There is the book of remembrance of the works of the
righteous (Malachi 3:16). However, at this time we are concerned with the book with the title
deed to the earth, which the Son of Man has in His hand. This book is sealed, but the Lion of
the Tribe of Judah has been found worthy to open the book and to loose the seals.
(b) Christ comes in the clouds of heaven to fulfill the purposes unfolded in the loosing of the
seals.
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WHY WAS THE BOOK SEALED?
As we have seen, this revelation of the dispossession of Satan was given to the prophet Daniel.
But in his (Daniel's) day, the time had not yet come for the prophecy to be fulfilled. For that
reason the words of the book were sealed up till the time of the end.' Christ had not come as
redeemer at that time. He had not yet paid the ransom. He was not yet, " the lamb that had
been slain".
"And He said , Go thy way Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the
end" (Daniel 12:9).
In the vision in Revelation chapters 4 and 5, we see the book reappear for unsealing. With the
loosing of the seals, Christ will dispossess the usurpers, and turn over the kingdom to the
saints.
"And there was given Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom-"(Daniel 7:14)
" And the kingdom, and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom - shall be given to the
people of the most high" (Daniel 7:27).
And thus we find that Daniel 7 and Revelation chapters 4-5 are parallel accounts of the
judgment scene.
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Harpazo [αρπαζω] in the New Testament
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths
In studying Millennialism, the “rapture” is often part of the dialogue. What does the “rapture”
mean? The intent of this short study is to help bring some clarity to the idea.
The Greek word “harpazo” occurs in 13 verses. In noting its occurrences, certain observations
are possible.
First, it occurs only twice in the synoptic gospels (Matt. 11:12; 13:19).
Mt 11:12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth
violence, and the violent take it by force.
Mt 13:19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh
the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received
seed by the way side.
Both occurrences suggest the taking away is forceful. But neither uses speak of individuals taken
or removed.
Second, John uses the word four times in his Gospel (John 6:15; 10:12, 28, 29) and once in the
Revelation (12:5).
Joh 6:15 ¶ When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make
him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone.
Joh 10:12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth
the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth
the sheep.
Joh 10:28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hand.
Joh 10:29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them
out of my Father's hand.
Re 12:5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and
her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.
The Gospel occurrences all speak of violence against someone. John assures his audience that
no one and nothing can take the believing out of the Father’s hands. His use in Revelation speaks
of the Seed’s offspring as caught up to God.
J. Dwight Pentecost identifies the child as the nation of Israel (Things to Come, 215).
Third, Luke uses the word twice in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 8:39; 23:10).
92

Revelation 4-5 – Second Cycle (part 1)
Ac 8:39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away
Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.
Ac 23:10 And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should
have been pulled in pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and to take him by
force from among them, and to bring him into the castle.
The Spirit snatches Philip. It is something unusually and unique. Acts 23:10 enforces the thought
of force.
Fourth, the apostle Paul uses the word three times (2 Cor. 12:2, 4; 1 Thess. 4:17).
2Co 12:2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or
whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven.
4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful
for a man to utter.
1Th 4:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
Paul experienced a catching away. In addition, he speaks of one for those who are alive and
remain when Jesus comes again.
Fifth, Jude uses the word in Jude 23.
Jude 1:23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment
spotted by the flesh.
The idea of pulling out with force occurs as an image for witnessing.
Some initial observations.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Harpazo is forceful.
It is passive, in that the object is acted on.
The tone of removal seems dark rather than cheery.
There is nothing in the immediate text determining its relationship to other events apart from
1 Thessalonians 4:16. Revelation 12:5 speaks of order or sequence, but nothing notable as to
actual time or event.

Let us for a moment consider the word “rapture.”
The word “rapture” does not occur in our English Bibles. We get the word by way of St. Jerome
(c. 347-420 A.D.). In his work of revising the Latin New Testament from the Greek New
Testament, he translated the Greek word ἁρ̟άζω into the Latin “rapiemur.” The Latin verb form
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is “rapio” and means to be “caught up” or “taken away.” From these Latin words come our
English word “rapture.”
It is possible to use a word not found in the Bible to describe biblical ideas such as Trinity or
likewise, "omniscience" which means "all-knowing," "omnipotence" which means "allpowerful," and "omnipresence" which means "present everywhere," are words not found in the
Bible either, but we use them to describe the attributes of God.
However, what has happened with the word “rapture” is tying it to Daniel’s 70th Week. As such,
various ideas have surfaced as to whether or not this “rapture” is prior to, in the middle of, or
after Daniel’s 70th Week. In addition, there is tension as to whether or not Daniel’s 70th Week is
past or future.
If Daniel’s 70th Week happened, there still a “rapture.” It appears it could occur prior to Jesus
establishing His rule and reign on earth.
There is nothing in the word “harpazo” suggesting its relationship to Daniel’s 70th Week. Such
a conclusion has to be made from other passages.
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