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The Character of God’s Judgment 

Romans 2:1-16 

 
The purpose of this lesson is to see the character of 
God’s judgment. We do not know who the direct 
address is, but we do know it is dealing with the 
character or nature of God’s judgment and this is 
regardless of one’s ethnicity. 
 
“Rom 2:1-29 presents unusual difficulties for the 
interpreter.”1 
 
“The point of this section can be summarized by 
asking, as Paul did in Gal. 2:14-16: Why judaize the 
gentiles if we Jews know that even as a Jew one is not 
justified except through the faith of Jesus Christ?  The 
theme that there is no difference between Jews and 
gentiles occupies Paul’s attention throughout this section (1:18-3:20).”2   
 
Chapters 1:18-3:20 accent the depravity of man.  The first emphasis is placed on the revealing of 
God’s wrath against those who reject general revelation.  There are four points in 1:18-32; the 
revealing of His wrath, the reasons for His wrath, the results of His wrath, and the reward of 
His wrath.   
 
“In this section Paul sets forth the character or principles that govern God’s judgment.  God 
judges according to truth (v.2), according to deeds (vv.6-11) and according to the light a person 
has (vv.12-15).  These principles lay the groundwork for Paul’s discussion of the guilt of the Jews 
(vv.17-29).”3  
 
“The second chapter continues the argument [from chapter one].  The point here seems to be 
that all, Gentile and Jew alike, are condemned: the Jews because they fail to do what they know 
the law to require; the Gentiles because, even without having the law, they also know enough 
to make them responsible to God for their actions, yet they disobey.”4   
 
The real tragedy of this passage is not the judgment befalling the unbelieving, but the rejection 
of God’s gracious invitation for the sinner to partake and enjoy the lavish nature of His person 
and work.  Notice how 2:4 reads in our Bible. 
 

 4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's 
kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 

 
In the vastness of God’s prolific displays His desire and intent is for the sinner to repent of their 
hatred of Him and turn to the true and only source for copious life.  Consider the usage of the 
word rich as it relates to God. 

 

This Epistle is really the chief part of the 

New Testament and the very purest 

Gospel, and is worthy not only that every 

Christian should know it word for word, 

by heart, but occupy himself with it every 

day, as the daily bread of the soul. It can 

never be read or pondered too much, 

and the more it is dealt with the more 

precious it becomes, and the better it 

tastes.” Martin Luther, “Preface to the 

Epistle to the Romans” (1522), in Works 

of Martin Luther (1932), Vol. VI, p. 447. 
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 Luke 16:11 "Therefore if you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous wealth, who will entrust the 

true riches to you? 

 Rom. 2:4 or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing 
that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? 

 Rom. 9:23 And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared 
beforehand for glory, 

 Rom. 10:12 for there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding 

in riches for all who call on Him; 

 Rom. 11:12 now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how 
much more will their fulfillment be! 

 Rom. 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 

are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 

 Eph. 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of His grace 

 Eph. 1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of 
His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 

 Eph 2:7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward 

us in Christ Jesus. 

 Eph. 3:8 to me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable 

riches of Christ, 

 Eph. 3:16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power 
through His Spirit in the inner man, 

 Phil. 4:19 and my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

 Col. 1:27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 

Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 1 Tim. 6:17 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 

 Rev. 5:12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and 

wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing." 

 
“If there were millions of worlds, and as many heavens full of men and angels, Christ would 
not be pinched to supply all our wants.  Christ is a well of life, but who knows how deep it is to 
the bottom?”5  
 
How can we read this and not be overwhelmed by the plethora of God’s copious provision?  
Does not the abiding Holy Spirit stir within us passion for the Father, Son and Holy Spirit?   
 
Friend, herein lays the greater travesty against God in that He is abundant in His resources 
toward us and we are indifferent, unresponsive and cold to Him.  Consider how we feel when 
those whom we love appear cold and insensitive toward us?  And they have every right to be 
so.  Consider how much greater is God’s provision and then contrast this with how unmoved 
we are toward Him?  O may the Holy Spirit warm our hearts by revealing to us the resurrected 
and living Christ? 
 
All who sin will be judged and the sentence against them is just and righteous.  This text 

describes for us the characteristics of this judgment.  The judgment against us is just in light 
of God’s gracious summons.   The therefore of verse one continues the previous thought of 
chapter one.  Those who point the figure in judgment forget the three fingers that are pointing 
back at them. 
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“Romans 2:1-16 is a powerful passage about the nature of God’s justice.”6   
 

I. The Description of God’s Judgment (vv. 1-10)  
 
Chapter 2:1 builds off of 1:32.  Notice the parallel thoughts of 1:32 and 2:1.   
 
There appear to be five words in this portrayal. 
 

A. God’s judgment is impartial (vv. 1, 3, 9, 10 [Jew and Gentile], 11). 
 

Paul begins with “therefore,” thus in light of what he has just said; you too are without excuse.  
Twice in verse one you have the usage of gar. Here it is used in an explanatory sense.  Those 
who judge will be judged by the same standard that they themselves impose on others (Matt. 
7:1ff).  Paul seeks to establish the solidarity of the human race in both need and provision.  This 
same thought is found in verse 11. 
 

 Rom. 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

 Rom. 2:9 There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and 

also to the Greek, 

 Rom. 2:10 but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

 
1. Because of an impartial judgment the audience is without excuse (v. 1). 

 
The word “without excuse” is used only twice in the New Testament, here and in Romans 
1:20.  The judgment of God is without flaw or fault.  Those upon whom the judgment falls are 
without excuse.  They can offer no defense as to why they should NOT be judged.  
 

2. Because of an impartial judgment the audience is without escape (v. 3 [1 Thess. 
5:3; Heb. 2:3]). 

 
The word “escape” is our English word “fugitive.”  No one can be a “fugitive” from the 
judgment of God.  God will hold all men accountable.  And all shall stand guilty before the 
judgment seat of God. 
 

 1 Thess. 5:3 while they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like 
labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. 

 Heb 2:3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the 
Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 

 

Without the cross of Christ looming over the wreckage of humanity no one stands a chance of 
escaping the impending judgment of God.  The one to whom we must and should turn to for 
deliverance is the very one we reject and crucify.    

 
B. God’s judgment is based on truth and righteousness (vv. 5, 8). 

 

It is an objective judgment.  It is not based on emotion and opinion.  It is not subjective. 
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1. The judgment is based on God’s truth (vv. 2, 8). 

 
“The fact that the individual is in conflict with the truth and has to hide his actions from the 
truth, is made clear in that he is running away from the judgment of God.  Instead of looking 

for truth, he is afraid of it and musters the hope of escaping it.”7 
   
There appears to be textual variant, however, verse two tells us that it is “according to” truth.  
“The word in the accusative answers the question, ‘what does the action of the verb relate to?’  This 
category includes those uses of the accusative which indicate standard or rule of measurement, 
which idea is most evident with the prepositions kata and pros.”8  
 
All men shall be judged according to the standard established by the objective truth of God’s 
Word.  Relativism (every act is okay), Universalism (every one is okay) and Pluralism (every 
thought is okay) have no place in the context of Biblical truth.  Truth appears allusive sought 
apart from the Bible.  Subjective truth is humanism. 
 

2. The judgment is based on God’s righteousness (v. 5) 
 
The word “righteous judgment” is a compound word in the Greek language.  It is found only 
here in the New Testament.  It is comprised of two simple words, “righteous” and “judgment.”  
It is a judgment that is right, justifiable, virtuous, suitable, and legitimate.  No one will be able 

to find fault with the pronouncement of God’s sentence. 
 
“Kindness and patience delay the establishment of justice; as long as it is possible for kindness 
to be abused and for patience to be tested, justice is yet to come.  Kindness is not injustice, rather 
it is God’s holiest will and most glorious honor; it is the power that effects all justice, for it 
establishes community. This goal is not attained, however, as long as the individual refutes that 
kindness by persisting in wickedness with unbending obstinacy.”9   
 

C. God’s judgment is longsuffering (v. 4 [1 Pet. 3:20; 2 Pet. 3:9]). 
 
Consider the abundance of God’s activity toward the sinner.  Was this mercy and grace no less 
true in the days of Noah leading up to the closing of the door to the ark of salvation?  Consider 
the richness of the language employed to describe God’s love, “The riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience.” 
 
Some consider God’s delay of judgment to be understood as a dismissal of judgment.  Though 

God’s wheels in judgment move slowly, they do move most certainly.  Why does God delay?  
In order that men might repent! 
 

“He should not deceive himself away from the fact that the patience of God which still holds 
sway over him is only intended to provide him with an opportunity for repentance!  If he does 
not exercise such repentance, the wrath of God will be unleashed against him all the more 
because of his impenitence.”10   
 



 

 

59 

1. The sinner scorns the longsuffering of God (“”think lightly”). 
 

“The individual has the authority to will and to act, yet he is not an autocrat and is not 
authorized to set his will in opposition to God’s will and to produce works that contradict the 
divine work.”11   
 

“Despise or to presume on” (Kataphraveo) is used nine times in the New Testament.  It means, 
“To despise, hold in contempt, to mock, ridicule, to hold in derision or scorn”.  They see the 
longsuffering of God as being weak and unnecessary.  They do not need God’s help.  They treat 
as trivial the rich mercy of God. O how deep the depravity and deception of man runs.   
 

Listen to the words of The Human Manifesto as edited by Paul Kurtz.  It declares openly and 
defiantly man’s autonomy from God.  It states, “We can discover no divine purpose or 
providence for the human species.  While there is much that we do not know, humans are 
responsible for what we are or will become.  No deity will save us, we must save ourselves.” 
(p16).  That is a statement of contempt and this is the mindset of the unsaved. 
 

2. The sinner’s stupidity toward the longsuffering of God  
(“Not knowing”). 

 
The Greek word means, “To be ignorant, to lack understanding”.  The sinner who scorns God’s 
longsuffering is equally ignorant as to why God is waiting.  God’s waits for the sinner’s response 
of repentance.  The sinner starves at the banquet table of God by scorning the invitation and 
ignoring the need.  
 

D. God’s judgment is most certain (v. 5). 
 
The sinner is “storing up” God’s wrath against the day of wrath.  God waits for the sinner to 
repent (metavoia) but he will not repent (ametavoetos). Because of this God’s wrath is being 
“treasured up”.  It is our English word “thesaurus”.  It means, “To amass.” They are laying up 
a treasure, a treasure of wrath!  Let no one think that they will escape the wrath of God who 
rejects the longsuffering of God.  How horrific is the judgment awaiting those who belittle the 
grace of God and ignore the voice of God. 
 
“Wrath is what causes God to become the enemy of those who crush the truth, and judgment 
is what causes the individual to be what he truly is.”12   
 

E. God’s judgment is based on one’s deeds (vv. 6-10). 
 
We will always struggle with verse 6 because of “works righteousness.”  However, the idea 
behind verse 6 is Matthew 7:15-27, “You will recognize them by their fruits.”  Or Matthew 5:16, 
“So that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”  Or 
Romans 14:12 were we are to “give an account of himself to God.” Or 2 Corinthians 5:10, “For 
we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for 
his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”  Or James 2:17, 18, 
“Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. But someone may well say, ‘You have 
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faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by 
my works.’” 
 
None of these verses or the idea contradicts or undermines Ephesians 2:8 or Titus 3:5. 
 

 Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even 
when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 
so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

 

 Titus 3:4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, 
not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. 

 

All of these verses clearly show how works righteousness is a consequence of grace alone 
through faith alone in Christ alone.  If your works do not show faith, then there was no faith to 
begin with.  If this is not true, then Paul clearly contradicts himself in 3:21-26. 
 

 21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the 
Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who 
believe; for there is no distinction; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being 
justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed 
publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, 
because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 26 for the 
demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier 
of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 
The judgment carried out by His Son is objective with valid evidence to convict the guilty of 
their crimes against God. 
 

1. The judgment is reciprocal or proportionate (v. 6) 
2. The judgment is positive for patient continuance (v. 7) 
3. The judgment is negative for contentious disobedience (v. 8) 

 
Notice the language found in our text; “think lightly” (v. 4a), “ignore” (v. 4b) and “selfishly 
ambitious” (v. 8).  The Gentiles are depicted as having “defiled hearts” (1:24), “degrading 
passions” (1:26) and “depraved minds” (1:28).  Those who face and receive the just judgment of 
God deserve the judgment. 
 

Both the sinner and saint persevere in their ways, ways that are reflections of their nature and 
thus heart.  Let us never think that one’s eternal destiny is determined by one’s temporal activity.  
Any work apart from His work is nothing less than a “filthy rag” (Isa. 64:6; Titus 3:5).  No work 
is intrinsically meritorious before God.  The sinner’s only merit is from Christ, through Christ 
and for Christ.  The statement of works in 2:6-11 is surrounded by a justness and rightness 
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sourced only and solely in Christ and Christ alone.  To separate one’s work from the finished 
work of Christ and the fruit of the Holy Spirit is legalism at best and damnable at worst. 
 

As evangelical Christians we always struggle with the idea of a works based judgment, yet the 
Scripture supplies an abundance of passages supporting such a claim. 
 

 Rom. 14:10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother 
with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, "AS I LIVE, 
SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE 
TO GOD." 12 So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God. 

 2 Cor. 5:9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for 
his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

 Eph. 6:8 knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, 
whether slave or free. 

 Col. 3:24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ 
whom you serve. 25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has 
done, and that without partiality. 

 

I know a day is coming when I will stand before God Almighty and my works done in this body 
of flesh will be openly displayed before Him from whom nothing can be hidden and in that day 
I will plead the blood of Christ and on His merit I will stand.  In that great day of disclosure, the 
works of my flesh shall fully and finally perish from me and the fruit of His Spirit shall fully and 
finally be openly known to me and to all present and in that great day of disclosure God will 
receive glory in and from His Church.  Friend, HALLELUJAH! 
 

II. The principles behind God’s judgment (vv. 11-16)  
 

This section acts in many ways as a summary statement.  Judgment is based on the amount of 
information received by the audience.  To whom much is given much is required.  Repeatedly 
in our passage you see the word “for” (gar).  

 
A. The principle of a common ground (v. 11) 

 

The ground is level before an impartial judge.   
 

B. The principle of a consistent standard (v. 12) 

  
“This is the first occurrence of law (nomos) in Romans. Exactly what Paul means by the term has 
been the subject of much scholarly debate. According to J. A. Fitzmyer (Romans [AB], 131-35; 
305-6) there are at least four different senses: (1) figurative, as a “principle”; (2) generic, meaning 
“a law”; (3) as a reference to the OT or some part of the OT; and (4) as a reference to the Mosaic 
law. This last usage constitutes the majority of Paul’s references to “law” in Romans.”13 

 
God judges all men based on revelation received.  Such a standard still leaves all men without 
excuse (1:20; 2:1). 
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How can one be justified by the Law?  How might I show my obedience to the Law resulting in 
my justification?  The intent of Law is to point not to provide.  The Law can never justify the 
sinner.  Only God justifies.  My obedience to the Law believes what the Law says, “I can’t only 
God can.”  The Law shows me the perfection of God and the inability of man.  The Law speaks 
of promise through picture.  In the shadow of Law sits the substance of God.  The Law is only a 
means to God’s gracious end.  When I do the Law I live in shadow with my mind and eye on 
the substance.  I believe the truth the Law teaches and in believing truth I am just before God. 
 

C. The principle of a conforming obedience (vv. 13, 14) 
 
Do we not hear the words of James, “show me your faith without the works, and I will show 
you my faith by my works” (James 2:18). 
 
“’To be justified’ means for Paul to receive the verdict of being ‘just’ before God’s eschatological 
judgment seat and with it to obtain a share in God’s glory and his eternal kingdom.”14   
 
Verses 14 and 15 echo back to 1:19 where the design of God is woven into their essential nature 
(Gen. 1:26, 27).   
 

D. The principle of a complete judge (vv. 15, 16) 
 

1. The evidence for judgment (“The secrets of men”) 
 
This is an interesting thought.  Nothing can be hidden from God (Heb. 4:11-13).  God knows 
every thought you ever wished to mask from His view.  No sinner will escape the righteous 
judgment of God.  Humanity knows intrinsically there is an absolute personable being before 
who they will ultimately and certainly give an account.  And this impending judgment will be 
based on what they have done with the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
 
We know what is demanded of us apart from the Law.  The Law shows our rejection of this 
message written on our hearts and witness to by our consciences.  We do not need Law to know 
right from wrong.  The Law simply shows our rejection of God to be a transgression. 
 

2. The agent in judgment (dia Jesus Christ) 
 
Jesus Christ is the personal agent through whom the action expressed is performed (See further 
John 5:22-29; Acts 10:42; 17:31; 2Ti 4:1, 8). 
 
“[Paul] does not anticipate Christ’s verdict; he does not presume to judge the Gentiles himself.  
It is clear, however, that he has confidence in the grace of Christ on behalf of those who did what 
the law requires.  His grace will silence the verdict of those who speak as their accusers.”15   
 

3. The measurement in judgment (kata the gospel) 
 

Like truth in verse two, the gospel is the standard or rule of measurement against which men 
shall be judged.   
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APPLICATION 

 This passage is for the sinner.  Those who reject God will not escape the wrath of God.  Who 
do you know that will face the weight of this passage? 

 Do you believe Jesus Christ?  He is the gospel of God. 

 May this grant to us the drive to share with all the grace of God? 
 
 

1 https://netbible.org/bible/Romans+2  
2 Hendrikus Boers, The Justification of the Gentiles: Paul’s Letters to the Galatians and Romans, 90, 95.  
3 NIV Study Bible, footnote on Romans 2:1-16.  
4 Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 169.  
5 Samuel Rutherford, The Loveliness of Christ, pp. 19, 26-29, 40 in Voices from the Past: Puritan Devotional Readings, 
Ed. Richard Rushing, 273.  
6 http://bible.org/seriespage/study-and-exposition-romans-21-16 
7 [emphasis added] Adolf Schlatter, Romans: The Righteousness of God, 49. 
8 Brooks and Winbery, Syntax of NT Greek, 51.  
9 Adolf Schlatter, Romans: The Righteousness of God, 50, 51.  
10 Peter Stuhlmacher, Paul’s Letter to the Romans: A Commentary, 40, 41. 
11 Adolf Schlatter, Romans: The Righteousness of God, 51. 
12 [emphasis added] Adolf Schlatter, Romans: The Righteousness of God, 49. 
13 https://netbible.org/bible/Romans+2  
14 Peter Stuhlmacher, Paul’s Letter to the Romans: A Commentary, 43. 
15 [emphasis added] Adolf Schlatter, Romans: The Righteousness of God, 61. 
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Or do you think lightly of the 

riches of His kindness and 

tolerance and patience, not 

knowing that the kindness of God 

leads you to repentance?” 

(Romans 2:4) 
 

The Judgment of God on the Jew 

Romans 2:17-3:8 

 
The purpose of this lesson is to see the judgment of God on the Jew. 
 
Chapters 1:18-3:20 accent the depravity of man.  The first 
section (1:18-32) is placed on the revealing of God’s 
wrath against those who reject general revelation or the 
judgment of God upon the Gentile.  The second section 
(2:1-16) shows the character of God’s judgment.  Here we 
will see the judgment of God upon the Jew (2:17-3:8). 
 
“In a stunning indictment, he shows that the Jew, no less than the Gentile, knew the truth, 
rejected it, and therefore stood condemned before God (cf. 2:1).”1 Paul’s primary point “not the 
hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.” 
 
I. The advantage of being a Jew (vv. 17-20) 
 
“The law refers to the Mosaic law, described mainly in the OT books of Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy.2 

 
Today’s tragedy is how man still seeks external activity to please an internal God.  The 
God of the Bible is first and foremost a God of the heart and not of the hand.  Until you 
believe, nothing you do will ever please Him. 
 
“When Paul started to condemn the world, the Jew claimed to be exempt from 
condemnation on three grounds.”3 Paul will systematically show how . . .  
 

A. The law cannot save the Jew (vv.17-24) 
 

The accusation against the Jew - Their hypocrisy (vv. 21-24). 
 
(v. 24) By means of your hypocrisy (dia – causal) you have given the enemies of the 
cross an occasion to blaspheme God’s name.  Hypocrisy is not an isolated sin.  The 
only person that does not figure out the sin of hypocrisy is the hypocrite!  “People 
judge the character of the deity by the conduct of those who claimed to be his people.”4   
 

1. The advantage of law reliance (v. 17) 
2. The advantage of knowing his will (v. 18) 
3. The advantage of being a guide and teacher (vv. 19, 20) 

 
The application to the Jew (vv. 25-29). 
 

B. Circumcision cannot save the Jew (vv. 25-27) 
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C. Birth cannot save the Jew (vv. 28-29) 5 
 
With all of this there is marked failure.   

 
“This series of rhetorical questions reaches a crescendo of searing indignation as Paul 
compares the profession of the Jew with his practice.”6    All of this; thievery, adultery, 
and idolatry are continually mentioned among them. 

 
“Some people think this statement teaches that every Christian is a Jew, but what it 
really teaches is that every Jew is not a Jew.”7 “Whenever true religion declines, the 
disposition to lay undue stress on external rites is increased.”8 
  

1. What good is the letter of the Law when the spirit of the Law is 
violated (v. 25)? 

 
2. Internal obedience is better than external conformity (vv. 26-27). 

 
“As Paul here relentlessly insists, the Jew’s failure to profit from these privileges only 
served to increase his guilt.”9  Paul’s statement reinforces his thoughts previously seen 
in 2:12 and following.  It is not simple conformity to external standards, but rather an 
internal change by the Spirit of God. 
 
Verses twenty-eight and twenty-nine form a fitting conclusion and summary to Paul’s 
thought.  By their conformity to religion they were praised of men, but because of their 
lack of a relationship with God it mattered little. 
 
God demands a circumcision of the heart.  This is common Old Testament language for 
rebirth (Deut. 10:16; 30:6; Jer. 4:4; Col. 2:11, 12). 
 

 De 10:16  Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked. 

 De 30:6  And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the 
LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. 

 Jer 4:4  Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of 
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can 
quench it, because of the evil of your doings. 

 Col 2:11  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting 
off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 

 Col 2:12  Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 

 
The Jews have sought to take refuge under every conceivable activity and thought.  
Despite their effort, they continue to come up short.  So it is with the sinner.  When 
confronted with the truth claims of Christ they will endeavor to offer all manner of 
excuses as to why they are okay.  Unfortunately, nothing in your hands you bring, only 
to the cross can you cling.   
 
Within the following eight verses you have four objections and four answers. 
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II. The arguments by the Jew (3:1-8) 
 

A. First Argument: what advantage is my race and religion (v. 1)? 

 First Answer: much in every way because to you were given the word 
of God (v. 2). 

B. Second Argument: does the unbelief of some negate all the promises of 
God (v. 3)? 

 Second Answer: God forbid – God proves himself faithful to those of 
faith (v. 4). 

C. Third Argument: if my sin promotes God’s righteousness, than why is 
God taking vengeance on me (v. 5)? 

 Third Answer: God forbid – if such were the case, then how could God 
judge anyone (v. 6)? 

D. Fourth Argument: if God is glorified through my sin, then why am I 
judged as a sinner (v. 7)? 

 Fourth Answer: such thinking is damnable (v. 8)! 
 
Paul systematically removes every argument and obstacle offered by the Jew in their 
defense.  What they need, like the Gentile, is the cross.  What they, like the Gentile, need 
is grace.  God’s response to man’s need is always grace. 
 
APPLICATION 
 

 What good is the letter of the Law when the spirit of the Law is violated (v. 25)? 

 Internal obedience is better than external conformity (vv. 26-27). 

  “The strictest legalism leads to the worst license.” (McClain, Romans, 90). 

 There is no possible way for any external program to result in an eternal prize. 
 
 

                                                           

1 Vaughan and Corley, Romans, 35.    
2 https://netbible.org/bible/Romans+2  
3 Alva J. McClain, Romans, 81.  
4 Wilson, Romans, 46. 
5 McClain, Romans, p. 82. 
6 Wilson, Romans, 45.  
7 McClain, Romans, 86.   
8 Wilson, Romans, 47 [quoting Hodges]. 
9 Wilson, Romans, 48.   
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Romans 2:1-3:8 
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ROM 2:1-3:8
2 : 1 - 1 6 ;  2 : 1 7 - 3 : 8

The JUDGMENT of God

T h e  G O S P E L  E x p l a i n e d  a n d  A p p l i e d  

“ G o d  f u l f i l l s  H i s  P r o m i s e ”

 

GOSPEL

Those who 

REJECT

 

ROM 2:1-16

The JUDGMENT of God 

in General

T h e  G O S P E L  E x p l a i n e d  a n d  A p p l i e d  

“ G o d  f u l f i l l s  H i s  P r o m i s e ”

 

To WHOM
•2:1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one 

of you who judges [Generally Speaking]. For in 
passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, 
because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 

• 17 But if you call yourself a Jew [Jews] and rely on the 
law and boast in God 18 and know his will and approve 
what is excellent, because you are instructed from the 
law; 

 

T h e  JUDGMENT O f  G o d  i n  G e n e r a l

I. The Description of God’s 
Judgment (vv. 1-11) 

II. The Principles behind God’s 
judgment (vv. 12-16) 

 

PORTRAYAL
1. God’s judgment is impartial (vv. 

1, 3, 9, 10 [Jew and Gentile], 11).

2. God’s judgment is based on truth 
and righteousness (vv. 5, 8).

 

PORTRAYAL
3. God’s judgment is longsuffering

(v. 4 [1 Pet. 3:20; 2 Pet. 3:9]).

4. God’s judgment is most certain (v. 

5).

5. God’s judgment is based on one’s 

deeds (vv. 6-10).
 

PRINCIPLES
A. . . . of a common ground (v. 11).

B. . . . of a consistent standard (v. 12).

C. . . . of a conforming obedience (vv. 13, 14).

D. . . . of a complete judge (vv. 15, 16).

 

THE EMPHASIS
• God’s wrath is against all sinners. 

• His wrath | judgment is impartial,  
inescapable, and complete.
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ROM 2:17-3:8

The JUDGMENT of  God 

on the JEW

T h e  G O S P E L  E x p l a i n e d  a n d  A p p l i e d  

“ G o d  f u l f i l l s  H i s  P r o m i s e ”

 

T H E  JUDGMENT O N  T H E JEW

I. The A D VA N TAG E of being a Jew (vv. 17-20)

II. The A C C U S AT I O N against the Jew (vv. 21-24)

III. The A P P L I C AT I O N to the Jew  (vv. 25-29)

IV. The A R G U M E N T S by the Jew (3:1-8)

 

THE ADVANTAGES
• . . . of Law reliance (v. 17)

• . . . of knowing His will (v. 18)

• . . . of being a Guide and Teacher (vv. 19, 20)

 

THE ADVANTAGES
•The Orb of God’s LAW to the Jew was an 
advantage. 

•It was to be received as a gift.

•It was given to them, to be worked in 
them and through them to the 
NATIONS. In this, they failed.

 

THE ARGUMENTS
•First Argument: what advantage is 
my race and religion (v. 1)?
• First Answer: much in every way 

because to you were given the word 
of God (v. 2).

 

THE ARGUMENTS
•Second Argument: does the 
unbelief of some negate all the 
promises of God (v. 3)?
• Second Answer: God forbid – God 

proves himself faithful to those of 
faith (v. 4).

 

THE ARGUMENTS
•Third Argument: if my sin promotes 
God’s righteousness, then why is 
God taking vengeance on me (v. 5)?
• Third Answer: God forbid – if such 

were the case, then how could God 
judge anyone (v. 6)?

 

THE ARGUMENTS
• Fourth Argument: if God is glorified 

through my sin, then why am I 
judged as a sinner (v. 7)?
• Fourth Answer: such thinking is 

damnable (v. 8)!

 

THE EMPHASIS
• God’s wrath is against all sinners. 

• Nothing can save you from God’s 
wrath | judgment except JESUS .

 

 


