
 

 

93 

The Judgment of God on the Entire World 

Romans 3:9-20 
 
“In this section is a picture of a courtroom with a criminal on trial.  
The very terms that the apostle uses are legal.”1  Here Paul wraps 
up all that he began in 1:18.  This is his final word.  Everyone 
without exception and without exclusion stands under the full 
sentence of God against sin. 
 
“The argument of the entire section, 1:18–3:20, is concluded here. 
Paul cites the OT to charge all with sin, both Jews and Gentiles, preparing the way for the claim 
that right standing with God is available only for those who trust in the atoning death of 
Christ.”2  
 
“The passage as a whole stands as a fitting climax to this entire section which began in 1:18. Paul 
says that men are sinners—all of us—and held accountable to God. Here we stand, guilty and 
convicted. The somber weight of this passage should not be missed. Do not run to the peace of 
the gospel too quickly, lest you cheapen its message.”3  
 

I. The Charge (v. 9)  
 
Is there any ethical or moral difference between the Jew and the Gentile?  NO! – All are the same 
with reference to sin.  “The word charge means ‘to lay a charge against somebody in a court.’”  
It is only used here in the New Testament.  Here is the accusation against them. 
 
Just like a charge might be laid before a criminal in a courtroom.  What was the charge? “All 
under sin.”  The word under places the sinner under the full authority of sin.  Sin, in all of its 
dimensions, engulfs the guilty.  The full weight of sin is laid on the shoulders of the sinner.  Sin 
has authority over the sinner.  He is under sin’s dominion.  This is the imagery and language 
Paul uses in 5:21 and 6:12-14. 
 

II. The Indictment (vv. 10-18)  
 
“Next in the order of judicial procedure is the indictment, which must be written.”  The 
indictment against the guilty comes in the form of a written statement.  There are fourteen counts 
in this indictment.  “Like a masterly lawyer he cites authority after authority to prove his case.”4    
It is an extensive use of the Old Testament. 
 
OT Testimony that All Are under Sin (3:9)5 

Romans 3 OT Reference 

Sinful Condition   

v. 10, none is righteous Ps. 14:3/53:3; Eccles. 
7:20 

v. 11a, no one understands Ps. 14:2/53:2 

“What then? Are we 

better than they? Not at 

all; for we have already 

charged that both Jews 

and Greeks are all under 

sin.” (Romans 3:9) 
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v. 11b, no one seeks for God Ps. 14:2/53:2 

v. 12, all have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one 
does good, not even one 

Ps. 14:3/53:3 

Sinful Speech (note progression from throat to tongue to lips)   

v. 13a, b, their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive Ps. 5:10 LXX 
(English, 5:9) 

v. 13c, the venom of asps is under their lips Ps. 140:3 

v. 14, their mouth is full of curses and bitterness Ps. 10:7 

Sinful Action   

v. 15, their feet are swift to shed blood Prov. 1:16/Isa. 59:7 

v. 16, in their paths are ruin and misery Isa. 59:7 

v. 17, and the way of peace they have not known Isa. 59:8 

Summary Statement   

v. 18, there is no fear of God before their eyes Ps. 36:1 

 
The indictment follows a two-fold path.  The first says, “No one” is excluded and the second 
says, “No part” is excluded.  “What unites all men is their solidarity in guilt.”6  After reading 
this I have a hard time believing that man, in himself, has the power to come to God.  No one, 
apart from divine intervention, has the will or power to come.  God must act or all hope is lost. 
 
What is total depravity as defined by systematic theology?  Consider this summary thought by 
Pastor/Theologian John Piper: 
 
“When we speak of man's depravity we mean man's natural condition apart from any grace 
exerted by God to restrain or transform man.  Man's depravity is total in at least four senses.  
(1) Our rebellion against God is total. Apart from the grace of God there is no delight in the 
holiness of God, and there is no glad submission to the sovereign authority of God.  
(2) In his total rebellion everything man does is sin. 
(3) Man's inability to submit to God and do good is total. 
(4) Our rebellion is totally deserving of eternal punishment.”7 
 

A. Sin’s permeation is universal (vv. 10-12). 
 

1. No one is righteous (v. 10).  
2. No one understands (v. 11a). 

 
God is man’s greatest good; it is man’s inability to recognize and act upon this truth which 
reveals the extent of his depravity.”8 
 

3. No one seeks God (v. 11b). 
 
Somehow we want to believe that somewhere someone is looking up into the starry sky and is 
putting all of the various evidences together in order to understand the Creator.  Somehow we 
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want to believe that somewhere someone is seeking after God by sheer force of human will.  No, 
it is not true. 
 

4. No one follows God (v. 12a). 
5. No one is worthy (v. 12b). 
6. No one does good (v. 12c). 
 

B. Sin’s application is personal (vv. 13-18). 
 

1. Their throat is corrupted (v. 13a). 
2. Their tongue is corrupted (v. 13b). 
3. Their lips are corrupted (v. 13c). 
4. Their mouth is corrupted (v. 14). 
5. Their feet are corrupted (v. 15). 
6. Their way is corrupted (v. 16). 
7. Their mind is corrupted (v. 17). 
8. Their eyes are corrupted (v. 18). 

 
“Practical atheism is the root cause of man’s unrighteousness.”9  
 
III. The Defense (v. 19a) 
 
“In a human court, when the charge has been made and the prisoner is given a chance to speak 
for himself, sometimes (when he feels greatly the tremendous burden of his guilt and his sin) he 
will only bow his head and say, ‘I have nothing to say.’”10  “Can any plead ‘not guilty’ to all of 
these charges?  If so, let them speak.”11  It sounds much like John 8 with Jesus and the woman 
caught in adultery. 
 
Here we have a clarification of thought.  Some would suggest that when the guilty stand before 
God they will somehow answer the indictment and defend themselves.  “When the apostle Paul 
brings the whole world before the judgment bar of God, it is not a blustering, noisy world.  It is 
a silent world!  There is no defense.  There is only one reason why human courts permit a defense.  
That is to protect against a mistake.”12    In that great and terrible day of accounting no one will 
answer God.  God will not make a mistake as to the verdict against the sinner. 
 
Here is where the unbelieving fight with force.  They must deny the creator or they will be held 
accountable.  They cannot process and accept the idea that they will one day stand before an 
absolute and objective God who will judge them for their response to His invitation. 
 
IV. The Verdict (vv. 19b-20) 
 
“These verses represent the culmination and conclusion of vv. 9–18 and all of 1:18–3:20, showing 
that all, without exception, are sinners.”13  
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Rom. 3:19 The law here, as is typically the case in Romans, refers to the Mosaic law. Rom. 
3:20 Works of the law is understood by some to refer only to the ceremonial law, i.e., 
those laws that separate Jews from Gentiles (such as circumcision, food laws, and 
Sabbath). But the context gives no indication of such a restriction, and therefore the 
phrase should be taken to refer to all the works or deeds required by the law.14  

 
The Law speaks and the citizen is found guilty.  The Law shows the impossibility of achieving 
God’s standard of righteousness.  The Law is a shadow of inability and provision.   
 
The charge has been made, the indictment has been read, no defense given.  The verdict: guilty!  
What does the word mean?  In our speech it means merely that the man did it, but Paul’s 
statement means more than that.  It means not only that he committed the crime, but that he is 
obligated to suffer the penalty for doing it.”15   
 
Paul states, “That every mouth may be closed.”  The word occurs only three times in the New 
Testament.  It means, “To put to silence.”  It is part of the purpose clause (hina).  The word 
translated guilty is found only here in the New Testament.  It means to be liable or obligated to 
pay.   
 
The Law silences those under it as to their guilt.  The Law holds those under it accountable for 
their transgression.  No one will raise a charge of injustice against God.   
 
If you were to visit a prison and interview the inmates, you would find the majority to be 
innocent!  Everyone would offer an excuse as to why they were wrongfully there!  But when 
the sinner stands before God no excuse will be offered.  They will be fully aware of their own 
right to be damned.  They will not be capable of offering any defense. 
 
Why do all stand guilty before God?  Because (“Therefore”) (1) the Law keeper will not be 
declared righteous (For no one can keep the Law).  “The cause of this universal failure resides 
in the inability of the ‘flesh’ to fulfill a ‘spiritual’ law.”16 And (2) the law keeper will become 
conscious of sin (because his inability to keep it will point out his failure). 
 
“But it [the Law] provides in and of itself neither the power for repentance, nor the ability to 
overcome sin.  The Law cannot make a righteous person out of a sinner insofar as a righteous 
person – is a person who ‘has not sinned’ or ‘has turned away from sin’ and ‘has kept the Law 
with one’s whole heart.’  The Law makes one conscious of having been delivered over to sin, 
without being able itself to help one out of this distress.”17   
 
“Does the advantage of the Jew continue to be great [cf. 3:1], if the only thing the law brings is 
for him to recognize the scope, the power, and the damnability of his sinning?  In Paul’s view 
there was no doubt that the knowledge of sin is an inestimable advantage, compared with the 
ignorance that sins without knowing what it is doing.”18   
 
“This passage contributes to the doctrine of the depravity concerning the entire human race and 
that no person has escaped the grip of sin. Further, no amount of good works, done in 
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accordance with the highest ethical norms, can result in our being declared righteous. The 
situation is hopeless as far as we are concerned. Our entire heart, mind, and will are enslaved to 
the power of sin and we stand under the just wrath of God.”19  
 
Understanding the need is where the road to God always begins.  Thank Him for the work of 
conviction and the “knowledge and feeling” of despair. 
 
It was the shame, guilt, and fear that drove them to accept God’s provision of the garment of 
skin (Gen. 3:21). That “feeling” is to be embraced for it drives us to the gospel. 
 
APPLICATION 
 
Let us sum up the truth about man’s plight in sin: 

 Sin is a fact in human experience.  There is perversity at the core of man’s being. 

 Man is morally responsible.  He has light which he has not followed. 

 Man’s plight is one of natural pride, moral ruin, and spiritual impotence. 

 The wrath of a righteous God is a fearful reality.  Judgment is going on now, and it will 
continue to go on until a final day of wrath.  (Allen, Romans, 38, 39). 

 What is the value of laying out man’s inability so plainly?  “The heart of man must be deeply 
furrowed by the sharp plough of God’s law before there can be profitable reception of the 
seed of life.  Paul’s doctrine of grace is firmly based upon an adequate doctrine of sin, because 
he knew that it is only the convicted sinner who desires an interest in the Savior from sin.  
No unawaken heart is able to appreciate gospel grace.”20   

 Sin brings the sinner to the very place where grace can meet him! 
 

1 [emphasis added] J. Murray, Romans, 92.    
2 The ESV Online Study Bible. 
3 http://bible.org/seriespage/study-and-exposition-romans-39-20 “Study and Exposition of Romans 3:9-20,” 
Greg Herrick. 
4 H.A. Ironside, Romans, 43. 
5 The ESV Online Study Bible. 
6 [emphasis added] Wilson, Romans, 54.    
7 John Piper & Bethlehem Baptist Church Staff, 1998 | MINNEAPOLIS, MN. 
http://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/piper/depravity.html 
8 Wilson, Romans, 55.  
9 Wilson, Romans, 56.  
10 J. Murray, Romans, 98.   
11 Ironside, Romans, 45.   
12 J. Murray, Romans, 98. 
13 The ESV Online Study Bible 
14 The ESV Online Study Bible 
15 J. Murray, Romans, 99. 
16 Wilson, Romans, 57. 
17 Peter Stuhlmacher, Paul’s Letter to the Romans: A Commentary, 56. 
18 [emphasis added] Adolf Schlatter, Romans: The Righteousness of God, 91. 
19 http://bible.org/seriespage/study-and-exposition-romans-39-20 [emphasis added] “Study and Exposition of Romans 3:9-

20,” Greg Herrick. 
20 Wilson, Romans, 58. 
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ROM 3:9-20
The JUDGMENT of God

on the ENTIRE WORLD

T h e  G O S P E L  E x p l a i n e d  a n d  A p p l i e d  

“ G o d  f u l f i l l s  H i s  P r o m i s e ”

 

GOSPEL

Those who 

REJECT

 

THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS

• . . . of the GENTILES (1:18-32)
• . . . of the JEWS (2:17-3:8)
• . . . of the ENTIRE WORLD 

(3:9-20)

 

COURTROOM
I. The C H A R G E  | A C C U S AT I O N  – The 

charges leveled against both Jew and 
Gentile is that ALL ARE UNDER SIN (v.9)

II. The E V I D E N C E  |  P R O O F (vv. 10-18)

III. The CLOSING ARGUMENT – We are left 
defenseless before the Righteous Judge 
(v.19-20)

 

EVIDENCE
A. No one is righteous (v.10-12 

[every one])

B. No one lives righteously (v.13-18 
[every part])

 

Look at the

CHARTCHARTCHARTCHART

 

OT TEXT | TANAK
Paul quotes extensively from the 
OT text. Why, what is his intent?

 

PSALM 14 [read]
• There is nothing particular in the title; only it is probable that 

the word, of David, is improperly prefixed, as it is sufficiently 
evident, from the construction of the Psalm, that it speaks of 
the Babylonish captivity. The author . . . probably lived 
beyond the Euphrates. He describes here, in fervid colors, the 
iniquity of the Chaldeans. He predicts their terror and 
destruction; he consoles himself with the prospect of a 
speedy return from his exile; and hopes soon to witness the 
reunion of the tribes of Israel and Judah. It may be applied to 
unbelievers in general. [Adam Clarke’s Commentary]  
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ISAIAH 59 [read]
•In this chapter we have sin appearing exceedingly 
sinful, and grace appearing exceedingly gracious; 
and, as what is here said of the sinner's sin (Isa 
59:7,8) is applied to the general corruption of 
mankind (Ro 3:15), so what is here said of a 
Redeemer (Isa 59:20) is applied to Christ, Ro 
11:26. [Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible]

 

VERDICT
A. We are all silenced before God 

(v.19)

B. We are all accountable to God 
(v.19)

C. We are all lacking a righteousness 
sufficient to justify us to God (v.20)

 

 

Sin 

Grace

Jesus

Humanity

[Hamartiology]

[Anthropology]

[Christology]

[Soteriology]

Grace Sin 

 

 

TOTAL DEPRAVITY
•Is total depravity total inability or
separation?

•Is the sinner unable to come or does he 
| she simply wills not to come?

•Does this section answer that question?

 

Sin is | Causes God is | Causes

The Sinner Is Active The Sinner Is Passive | All Of This Is Given By Grace And 

Received By Faith

Debt Redemption 

Transgression Forgiveness 

Judgment | Wrath Propitiation 

Wrong Justification 

Guilty Blameless

Intrinsically Bad Imputation

Enmity Reconciliation 

Denied Access | Separation Fellowship

In Adam In Christ 

Abandoned | Alone Adoption 

Dead Regeneration

Born from Below Born from Above
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Sin is | Causes God is | Causes

The Sinner Is Active The Sinner Is Passive | All Of This Is Given By Grace And 

Received By Faith

Debt Redemption 

Transgression Forgiveness 

Judgment | Wrath Propitiation 

Wrong Justification 

Guilty Blameless

Intrinsically Bad Imputation

Enmity Reconciliation 

Denied Access | Separation Fellowship

In Adam In Christ 

Abandoned | Alone Adoption 

Dead Regeneration

Born from Below Born from Above

SIN [Hamartiology
Who You Were In Adam]

HUMANITY [Anthropology]

JESUS [Christology]

GOD [Theology Proper]

HOLY SPIRIT [Pneumatology]

SALVATION [Soteriology
Who You Are In Christ]

CHURCH [Ecclesiology]

FINAL JUDGMENT [Eschatology]

The only categories not addressed are . . . 

Angelology

Bibliology

 

• Acts 16:30 Then he brought them 
out and said, “Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved?” 31 And they said, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved, you and your 
household.” 

 

• Rom. 10:9 because, if you confess 
with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 
• and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved. 

• 10 For with the heart one believes and is 
justified, and 

• with the mouth one confesses and 
is saved. 

 

• Matt. 19:25 When the disciples 
heard this, they were very 
astonished and said, "Then who 
can be saved?" 26 And looking at 
them Jesus said to them, "With 
people this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible."

 

 

•EFFICACIOUS GRACE
• Or I r re s i st ib l e Grace
• God overrides the will in the elect for 

salvation.

•PREVENIENT GRACE
• God universally disables depravity so the 

natural man can choose Him of His own 
“FREE” will.

 

 

THE LAW [ 2 : 1 4 - 1 6 ,  2 5 - 2 9 ]

The Gentiles who keep the LAW 
without having the LAW is a 
hypothetical. Is it possible? NO. 
However, if such were the case, they 
would be more “righteous” than 
those with the LAW, but break it.
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ERGON | WORKS
•Ro 2:6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds:

•Ro 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing 

seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life:

•Ro 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh 

be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

•Ro 3:27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? 

of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.

•Ro 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 

without the deeds of the law.  

ERGON | WORKS
•Ro 4:2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath 

whereof to glory; but not before God.

•Ro 4:6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the 

man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without 

works,

•Ro 9:11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having 

done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to 

election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;)

 

ERGON | WORKS
•Ro 9:32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but 

as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that 

stumblingstone;

•Ro 11:6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: 

otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then 

is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.

 

ERGON | WORKS
•Ro 13:3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the 

evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which 

is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:

•Ro 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us 

therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on 

the armour of light.

 
 

 

Alien RIGHTEOUSNESS
Imputation means that the righteousness 
of Jesus is counted for me the moment I 
believe in Jesus Christ. 

A righteousness that’s “outside of us.” A 
righteousness that’s apart from me, it’s 
not mine inherently. It belongs to Christ. 
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Alien RIGHTEOUSNESS
And what Christ does is when I put my 
trust in Him, He imputes or counts to me 
His righteousness. And on the basis of 
that imputed righteousness, God 
declares me just right now. 

 

Alien RIGHTEOUSNESS
So that if I die right now, I go heaven 
right now because I’ve all the 
righteousness I will ever need to get 
there, namely the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ. That’s good news.

 

Alien RIGHTEOUSNESS
There are two works. The first work is 
done to us. The second work is done 
through us. We are passive in the first 
work. We are active in the second work. 

 

Alien RIGHTEOUSNESS
The first work causes the second work. 
The first work is the root. The second 
work is the fruit. The order is unalterable 
AND inevitable.

 

Alien RIGHTEOUSNESS
We believe the righteousness God 
imputes  to  me [I.e. the righteousness 
of Jesus | the Holy Spirit], He works in  
me and  throug h  me , to those 
around m e . Thus, I am righteous in my 
position as well as in my practice.
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THE EMPHASIS
• All of humanity is guilty before God. 

• They cannot save themselves [I.e. 
autosoteric].

• Nothing can save them from God’s 
wrath | judgment except JESU S .

 

•“But we can discover no divine 
purpose or providence for the 
human species. While there is much 
that we do not know, humans are 
responsible for what we are or will 
become. No deity will save us; we 
must save ourselves.”

 

NOW WHAT?

21 BUT NOW 
the righteousness of God 

has been manifested 
 

 

 


