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But Now: The Great Transition! 

Romans 3:21-31 

.”
1
 

 
Outline: 
 

I. The Gospel’s Necessity  
 

A. The Law’s Deficiency (v. 21) 
 
1. It is ‘apart from the Law’ (v.21a) 

 

2. It is ‘witnessed to by the law and the prophets’ (v.21b) 
 

B. Humanity’s Inability (v. 23 “all have sinned”) 
 
1. A past fact (‘all have sinned’ aorist active indicative) 
 

2. A present reality (‘come short’ present passive indicative) 
 
II. The Gospel’s Provision (vv. 22, 24, 25, 26) 

 
A. The Gospel is only provided in | through Jesus Christ. 

 
It is ‘through faith in Jesus Christ’ (vv. 22a, 25). 
 

B. The Gospel is only appropriated by grace through faith. 
 
It is ‘upon all that believe’ (vv.22b,26). 
 
III. The Gospel’s Implications (vv. 24-26) 
 

A. His Righteousness Supplied (v. 24). 
 
1. It is freely given: ‘being justified freely’ (v.24) 
 
2. It is grace based: ‘by his grace’ 
 
3. It results in justification: ‘being justified’ present passive participle 
 
4. It is solely and only in Christ Jesus 
 
5. It is upon all who believe (vv. 22, [‘through faith in’] 24, 26) 

 
B. His Righteousness Proclaimed (vv. 25-26). 
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1. The clearing of the guilty [justification] 

 
2. The freeing of the indebted [redemption] 

 
3. The placating of the wrathful [propitiation] 

 
a. In the court of law, guilt has been pardoned (“justification”). 
 
b. In the slave market, debt has been paid (“redeemed”). 
 
c. In the temple, wrath has been appeased (“propitiation”).  

 
4. The vindicating of the accused (vv. 25, 26) 

 
IV. Three concluding questions (vv. 27-31) 
 
A. Not by ability - “Where is boasting then?” - Excluded (vv. 27, 28). 

Does justification by faith exclude boasting in my ability? | YES! (vv. 27, 28) 
 

B. Not by ethnicity - “Is he the God of the Jews only?” - No (vv. 29, 30). 
Does justification by faith also include the Gentiles? | YES! (vv. 29, 30) 
 

C. Not by inadequacy - “Do we then make void the law through faith?” – May it 
never be (v. 31). 

Does justification by faith nullify the Law? |NO! On the contrary, IT ESTABLISHES THE 
LAW! (v. 31; Cf. v. 21) 
 
APPLICATION 

 

 Where are you in all of this?  Are you still under the wrath of God or have you embraced the 
righteousness of God? 

 You have nothing to boast. 

 Jesus is the Savior. 

 Jesus is the fulfillment of Old Testament Law. 

1
 http://www.pbc.org/files/messages/15704/22810_4953.pdf  

                                                           



Romans 3:21-31 
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WHY JESUS MATTERS

Understanding the Gospel  as  
to  i ts  Necess ity,  i ts  Provis ion,  

and its  Impl icat ions
 

•The Gospel of Matthew

•Matthew 20:1-16
•The Generosity of God

•Romans 1:18-3:20
•The Problem with Humanity

•The ONE Story | ONE Savior
•The Feast Days

•GALATIANS – “Is JESUS Enough?”
 

Tears unavailing, no merit had I;

Mercy had saved me, or else I must die;

Sin had alarmed me, fearing God's face—

But now I'm a sinner saved by grace.

“Sin is the great leveler, for all have sinned. 

The gospel is the great unifier.”
 

ROM 3:21-31

BUT NOW
The Great Transit ion!

T h e  G O S P E L  E x p l a i n e d  a n d  A p p l i e d  

“ G o d  f u l f i l l s  H i s  P r o m i s e ”

 

SO FAR . . . 
•The Problem with Humanity (1:18-3:20)

•The Provision of God in Christ (3:21-31)

•The Pattern of Faith in Abraham (4:1-25)

 

Gentiles

1:18-32

Jews

2:1-3:8

ALL

3:9-20

one Story | one Savior

Hamar tiology
The  Teach i ng  on  S i n

 

We are Sinners before God and 

we are Condemned by God
c a n n o t  b e  w h o l e  |  h o n e s t  |  i m p a r t i a l

“All Under Sin”“All Under Sin”“All Under Sin”“All Under Sin”

 

•Who Me? Yes, 
You! The issue 
isn’t in the 
horizontal. The 
issue is in the 
vertical.
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•SIN HAS CREATED . . . 
•A debt you cannot pay.

•A gap you cannot span.

•A vacuum you cannot fill.

•A shame / guilt you cannot cover.

•A stain you cannot remove.

•An alienation you cannot reconcile and

•A weight you cannot lift.

  

THE POINT
God, in Christ, is going to do 
something for you that you 
cannot do for yourself.

 

A SNAPSHOT OF ROMANS - Understanding The Gospel

Section 1: Condemnation (1:18-3:20)

Section 2: Justification (3:21-5:21)

Section 3: Sanctification (Chaps: 6-8)

Section 4: Assimilation (Chaps: 9-11)

Section 5: Implication (Chaps: 12-15:13)

 

RIGHTEOUSNESS
•The word RIGHTEOUSNESS
[dikaiosune] found in 3:21 occurs in 30 
verses in Romans. A sibling [dikaios] 
occurs in 7 verses. In our passage, it is 
found in the following verses (vv. 10, 
21, 22, 25, 26).

 

RIGHTEOUSNESS
•Within this same family is our word 
justified [dikaioo {14 verses}]. In 
our paragraph, it occurs in verses 
20, 24, 26, 28, and 30. 

 

one Story | one Savior

 

RIGHTEOUSNESS
•The overarching idea is that in order for 
God to be vindicated [I.e. justified] in 
declaring sinners righteous, He had to 
appease or satisfy His own standard for 
justice. He met that standard in the life 
and death of His Son Jesus. 
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OUR PASSAGE
I. The GOSPEL’S Necessity (v. 23)

II.The GOSPEL’S Provision (vv. 22, 24, 25, 26)

III.The GOSPEL’S Implications (vv. 24-26)

 

NECESSITY
A. The Law’s deficiency (v. 21)

“But Now” - What God does in the person and 
work of Jesus is in contrast to, but in 
continuation of the Hebrew Scripture (Lk. 24 –
TNK).

B. Humanity’s inability (v. 23 “all have sinned”)

 

PROVISION
• The Gospel is only provided in Jesus 

Christ (v. 22, 24-26)

• The Gospel is only appropriated by 
grace through faith (vv. 22-31)

 

Justified

The LAW

Redemption

PASSOVER

Propitiation

MERCY SEAT

“The OT Shadow”
 

  

PROPITIATE
The crucifixion and sacrifice of 
Christ conciliates God, who would 
otherwise be offended by human sin 
and would demand penalty for it. 

 

IMPLICATIONS
• The clearing of the guilty [justification]

• The freeing of the indebted [redemption]

• The placating of the wrathful [propitiation]

• The vindicating of the accused (vv. 25, 26)
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•I t  is  FINISHED, therefore . . . 
•The debt has been paid!

• The gap has been spanned!

•The vacuum has been filled!

•The shame / guilt has been covered!

•The stain has been removed.

•The alienation has been reconciled and

•The weight has been lifted!

 

THE POINT
On what basis can God 
declare sinners right? What 
right does He have to do such 
things? 

 

THE POINT
God’s accusers are silenced. 
His justifying of sinners is 
valid. He is vindicated. God 
Himself is declared just even 
as He declares sinners just.

 

THE POINT
The vindication of God rests solely in 
the person and work of Jesus. 
Because of who Jesus is and what 
Jesus did, God is just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus.

 

 

3 QUESTIONS
•Does justification by faith exclude 
boasting in my ability? | YES! (vv. 27, 28)

•Does justification by faith also 
include the Gentiles? | YES! (vv. 29, 30)

 

3 QUESTIONS
•Does justification by faith nullify 
the Law? |NO! On the contrary, IT 
ESTABLISHES THE LAW! (v. 31; Cf. v. 21)

 

Because the GOSPEL is so 
RADICALLY GOOD NEWS we seek 
to soften its impact by explaining 
away its GOODNESS and adding 
disclaimers and qualifiers. But in 
the GOSPEL there are no Buts or 
Brakes.

 

WHAT NOW?
•Do you know that you can’t
•Do you know that God can and 

•Do you know that Jesus did?

 

one Story | one Savior

 

 



 

111 

But Now: The Great Transition! 

Romans 3:21-31 

“.”1 

God has made a way.  In contrast to man’s pollution we now have 
God’s provision.    
 
“The de, but, is strongly adversative; it contrasts the revelation of 
righteousness with that of wrath.”2   
 
Theme:   
THE POINT - God, in Christ, is going to do something for you that you cannot do for yourself. 
If you understand the GOSPEL properly, then relational problems begin to address themselves. 
The GOSPEL corrects the ROOT of the PROBLEM. The POINT is understanding the necessity 
for the gospel, the provision in the GOSPEL and its implications in your relationship with God. 
 
Introduction:  
 
1st THINGS 1st  
There was a division between the Jews and Gentiles in the local Church. The Book of Romans is 
Paul’s response to their problem. In our context of quick fixes, Paul’s response reads as an 
overkill.  
 
“Cheer up! You're a worse sinner than you ever dared imagine, and you're more loved than you 
ever dared hope.” ― Jack Miller  
 
A word about RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 

 The word RIGHTEOUSNESS [dikaiosune] found in 3:21 occurs in 30 verses in Romans. 
A sibling [dikaios] occurs in 7 verses. It occurs here more than anywhere else. Paul’s 
usage eclipses all other NT authors. In our passage, it is found in the following verses 
(vv. 10, 21, 22, 25, 26). 

 

 Within this same family is our word justified [dikaioo {14 verses}]. In our paragraph, it 
occurs in verses 20, 24, 26, 28, and 30. What we have are nouns, verbs, and adjectives. 
They all come from the same family, but are different siblings. Each has its own 
personality, but for the most part they mean the same thing. 

 

 When you read the paragraph, it isn’t a “one size fits all” reading. The context helps us 
understand what is going on. 

 

 The overarching idea is that in order for God to be vindicated [I.e. justified] in declaring 
sinners righteous, He had to appease or satisfy His own standard for justice. He met that 
standard in the life and death of His only begotten Son Jesus.  

 

 

 “Sin is the great leveler, 

for all have sinned. The 

gospel is the great 

unifier.”1 
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 In the person and work of Jesus, the justice of God is satisfied and the wrath of God 
against sinners is alleviated so that those who were once guilty are now declared 
blameless. This thought expands in Chapter 5 when it speaks to our parentage. 

 

 And the overflowing magnitude of the work is such that the sinner has the very rightness 
of His Son so that what the Father / Judge sees in them is the very person and work of 
His own Son. 

 

 This thought expands in Chapter 6 when it speaks to our position in Christ. 
 

 Throughout our passage I will use the word RIGHTNESS as a way of capturing the 
thought. 

 
The overwhelming sense of despair should wash over the guilty.  To whom or what do we turn 
for the saving of soul?  “But now,” such words ring out and declare the means whereby the 
guilty become acquitted and then adopted into the very family of God. 
 
Tears unavailing, no merit had I; 
Mercy had saved me, or else I must die; 
Sin had alarmed me, fearing God's face— 
But now I'm a sinner saved by grace. —Gray 
 
“Since the fall of man in the beginning, the supreme problem has been how to get right with 

God.  How can man get rid of sin and be acceptable in God’s sight?  At last a way is found – one 
way and one alone.”3   
 
“It is with a sense of the greatest relief that we turn from the sad story of man’s sin and shame 
to contemplate the wondrous grace of God as told out in the gospel.”4     
 
While in 1:18-3:20 the outcome was most sobering.  In fact it left us where we needed to be.   “In 
his epistles he may at times paint the blackest picture possible and then say, ‘but now’.  (See 
Eph. 2:1-4, 11-13 and 1 Cor. 15:16-20.)  ‘But now’ is his particular phrase for making the 

transition from a dark, gloomy picture to something wonderful God does for us.”5     
 
“These verses might almost be described as the locus classicus for St Paul’s ‘great thesis’.”6    “This 
section is the very heart of the book of Romans.”7  Dr. McClain identifies verses 21-26 as the six 
verses he would want if he could only have six from the entire Bible (101). 
 
“It has been said that if one misunderstands this passage he runs the risk of misunderstanding 
the entire Roman epistle.  Luther called it ‘the chief point, and the very central place of the Epistle 
and of the whole Bible.’ Calvin declared that ‘there is not probably in the whole Bible a passage 
which sets forth more profoundly the righteousness of God in Christ.’  Cranfield, calling 
attention to the centrality of the passage for the entire epistle, says ‘it reads like a solemn 
proclamation’ (199).”8   
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Outline: 
 

I. The Gospel’s Necessity  
 

“In the following six verses Paul expounds the definition of his gospel, which he gave in (1:1ff, 
16f).  One can thus designate Romans 3:21-26, with good grounds, to be the heart of the letter 

to the Romans.”9   
 
Before embarking into the passage it is necessary to explain what is meant by righteousness and 
justification.  “Justification is a legal term meaning to remove the guilt (liability to punishment) 
of the sinner.  It does not involve making one inwardly holy, but merely declares that the 
demands of justice have been satisfied.  Hence, there are no grounds for condemnation (Rom. 
8:1).” 
 
“The righteousness of God is a term of wide import.  Here it means a righteousness of God’s 
providing – a perfect standing for guilty men for which God makes Himself responsible.”10 
 

“It is abundantly clear that the issue cannot be the righteousness of the individual, but only that 
of the righteousness of God.  The individual is unrighteous.  God’s characteristic and work alone 
represent the righteousness that establishes community.”11   
 

“To be justified is to be declared righteous.  It is the sentence of the judge in favor of the prisoner.  
It is not a state or condition of soul.  We are not justified because we have become righteous in 
heart and life.  God justifies first, then He enables the justified one to walk in practical 
righteousness.  We are justified freely.  The word means ‘without price!’”12  
 

In our text the righteousness of God is the rightness of God in declaring sinner’s 
forgiven/right/not guilty (i.e. “justified” v. 24) and keeping the unrepentant as objects of His 
wrath.  God acts “correctly” or “honorably” when He forgives sinners and damns the 
unrepentant.   
 

“In vv. 21 and 22 Paul again picks up the formulations from 1:16f and explains how to 
understand God’s righteousness in a way which makes the gospel the saving power of God.”13   
 
Two verbs: “manifested” perfect passive indicative; “being witnessed” present middle 
participle. 
 

A. The Law’s Deficiency (v. 21) 

“But Now” - What God does in the person and work of Jesus is in contrast to, but in continuation 
of the Hebrew Scripture (Lk. 24 – TNK). 
 

1. It is ‘apart from the Law’ (v.21a) 

 

“A basic assumption of contemporary rabbinical Judaism was that a man could be ‘justified’, 
i.e., acquitted before the Judgment Seat of God, on the grounds of his performance of works of 
the Law.”14  
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“While the law speaks of what the individual is allowed to do and not to do, God speaks and 
acts in Christ.”15   
 
The Law is only a shadow and fits into the larger Story of promise and picture.  But the Law is 
not The righteousness of God. 

 
2. It is ‘witnessed to by the law and the prophets’ (v.21b) 

Although the Law is not the righteousness of God, the Law and the Prophets do speak to the 
righteousness of God.  Both speak to and of Christ, the promised seed. 
 

 Luke 24:26 "Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into 
His glory?" 27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained 
to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. 44 Now He said to them, 
"These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things 
which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 

must be fulfilled." 45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 
and He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again 
from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be 
proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 

 
“Is the Jew excluded because Christ separates his work from the law?  If he had to deny the law, 
no Jew would be able to believe in him. But the one who believes in him, beholds in him the 

righteousness of God that fulfills the law.”16   
 

B. Humanity’s Inability (v. 23 “all have sinned”) 

It is universally needed. 
 

1. A past fact (‘all have sinned’ aorist active indicative) 

The aorist tense is characterized by its emphasis on punctiliar action; that is, the concept of the 
verb is considered without regard for past, present, or future time.  This could have reference to 
our relationship to Adam and original sin. 
 

2. A present reality (‘come short’ present passive indicative) 

This could refer to our continued acts of commission and omission.   Our failure is the inability 
to live up to and reflect God’s glory.  By suppressing the truth we block God’s glory from shining 
within our design.  It is because of our rebellion against the glory of God, His wrath is now upon 
us. 
 
“The sentence expressing that there is no one that did not sin and that no one obtains praise 
from God is followed by a participle describing the justification.  This indicates the extent to 
which Paul, in addressing the Romans, was affected by the notion that all, without distinction, 
whatever they might be, are invited to believe in Christ.”17   
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THE POINT 

 On what basis can God declare sinners right? What right does He have to do such 
things?  

 God’s accusers are silenced. His justifying of sinners is valid. He is vindicated. God 
Himself is declared just even as He declares sinners just. 

 The vindication of God rests solely in the person and work of Jesus. Because of who 
Jesus is and what Jesus did, God is just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus. 

 
II. The Gospel’s Provision (vv. 22, 24, 25, 26) 

 
Three verbs: “believe” present active participle; “sinned” aorist active indicative; “come short” 
present middle indicative. 
 

A. The Gospel is only provided in | through Jesus Christ. 
 
It is ‘through faith in Jesus Christ’ (vv. 22a, 25). 
 
“It is the believer’s faith in Christ which is the ground of the newly manifested righteousness.”18  
 
It is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  This is in direct contrast to works 
righteousness.  Remember, whatever 2:6-10 speaks to it is NOT a works righteousness meriting 
favor before the Father. 
 

Pastor and author H. A. Ironside told about a new convert who gave his testimony during 
a church service. With joy in his heart, the man related how he had been delivered from 
a life of sin. He gave the Lord all the glory, making it clear that he had done nothing to 
earn salvation. The person leading the service didn’t fully appreciate the truth that 
salvation is by grace through faith alone, apart from works. So he responded, “You seem 
to indicate that God did everything when He saved you. Didn’t you do your part before 
God did His?” The new Christian jumped to his feet and said, “Oh, yes, I did. For more 
than 30 years I ran away from God as fast as my sins could carry me. That was my part. 
But God took out after me and ran me down. That was His part.”19   

 
B. The Gospel is only appropriated by grace through faith. 

 
It is ‘upon all that believe’ (vv.22b,26). 
 
“If faith has the right object, it will bring real righteousness.”20   
 
“The addition of the words ‘for all those who believe,’ is intended to emphasize that faith-
righteousness is effectual for all believers.  Thus, the words ‘through faith in Jesus Christ’ 
emphasize that it is only through faith that the divine righteousness is attainable; ‘unto all them 
that believe’ emphasizes that this righteousness is always operative where there is faith, 
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regardless of who the believing person is.  This means that the method of justification is the 
same for all because the need of all is the same; Jews and Gentiles alike stand bankrupt before 
God.” (Vaughan and Corley, Romans, 44.)   
 
III. The Gospel’s Implications (vv. 24-26) 
 

A. His Righteousness Supplied (v. 24). 
 

As Morris says, now Paul moves “from tragedy to triumph”.21 
 

William Newell writes... 
We now come to the greatest single verse in the entire Bible on the manner of 
justification by faith: We entreat you, study this verse. We have seen many a soul, upon 
understanding it, come into peace. (Romans: Verse by Verse) 
Justification solves the problem of man's guilt before a righteous Judge. Redemption 
solves the problem of man's slavery to sin, the world, and the devil. Propitiation 
solves the problem of offending God our Creator.  
Even as all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God is universal, so is the offer 
of being justified freely by His grace. It is open to everyone who will believe. 
Morris, quoting Moule: "The harlot, the liar, the murderer, are short of it; but so are 
you. Perhaps they stand at the bottom of a mine, and you on the crest of an Alp; but 
you are as little able to touch the stars as they." Everyone falls short, but everyone can 
be justified freely by His grace.22   

 
”If you build your life on these verses - if the truth of these two verses becomes the foundation 
of your life - you will be unshakable in a hundred crises. If these verses become the sun in the 
solar system of your life, all your planets will orbit in harmony around the will of God. But if 
you put these verses out on the rim of your life (say near Neptune or Pluto) you need not be 
surprised if there is confusion and uncertainty and fear and weakness in your life. There are 
some truths that are so foundational and so central that you should memorize them, meditate 
on them, bind them to your mind and heart with chains and ropes and every kind of adhesive 
you can find. Many professing Christians are very weak, and amble through their days pretty 
much like unbelievers, because they don't hold on to these verses the way a drowning man takes 
hold of his rescuer's arm.”  (May 16, 1999, Bethlehem Baptist Church, John Piper, Pastor THE 
DEMONSTRATION OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS, Part 2 [Romans 3:21-26])23   
 

1. It is freely given: ‘being justified freely’ (v.24) 
 
“There is, perhaps, no passage in the whole Scripture which illustrates in a more striking manner 
the efficacy of his righteousness; for it shows that God’s mercy is the efficient cause, that Christ 
with his blood is the meritorious cause, that the formal or the instrumental cause is faith in the 
word, and that moreover, the final cause is the glory of the divine justice and goodness.”24 
 

We are justified freely.  The word means ‘without price!  The word “freely” is found nine times 
in the New Testament.  Perhaps one of the best passages bringing out its meaning is found in 
John 15:25.   
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John 15:25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, 
they hated me without a cause.   
 
There is no reason or cause within the sinner that moved God to act.  He did what He did 
without a cause or cost to the recipient. 
 

2. It is grace based: ‘by his grace’ 
 
Freely simply accents what grace is all about.  Grace is unearned, unmerited undeserved and 
unwanted.  You and I both need to understand that we can do nothing to merit God’s favor.  His 
grace is unconditionally given. 
 

3. It results in justification: ‘being justified’ present passive participle 
 
“Justified”: “Here is the key verb to the Pauline doctrine.  It means that men are freely acquitted 
by the grace of God, and by nothing else or less.”25  
 
“It is perhaps not irrelevant to observe that this is the first time in this epistle that Paul uses this 
verb directly and positively in reference to what is the leading theme of this epistle.”  (Murray, 
Romans, 114). 
 

4. It is solely and only in Christ Jesus 
 
Regardless as to what has been said, herein lays our bottom line.  There is only one way for 
sinners to escape the wrath of God against them and it is through the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  Apart from Him there is no hope. 
 

5. It is upon all who believe (vv. 22, [‘through faith in’] 24, 26) 
 
“The righteousness of God is attained ‘through faith in Jesus Christ,’ and it remains open ‘for all 
who believe.’  With this Paul explains what is meant by ‘from faith to faith’ in Romans 1:17.”26   
 
“By believing in him the individual responds correctly to what Jesus is doing, and this is the 
process now that determines his position before God and all of his experience.”27   
 
The provision of God for the redemption of His people is always by grace alone through faith 
alone in Christ alone.  Faith is always the means by which God’s justification of sinners takes 
place. 
 

B. His Righteousness Proclaimed (vv. 25-26). 
 
Four verbs: “set forth” aorist middle indicative; “are past” perfect active participle; ‘declare’ 
infinitive; ‘justifier’ present active participle. 
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1. The clearing of the guilty [justification] 
 
First, because His person and work is so vast, God the Father can now declare and see those in 
Christ as RIGHTEOUS.  
 

2. The freeing of the indebted [redemption] 
 
Second, His work of REDEMPTION enables debt to be cancelled (Rom. 3:24) and secures His 
ability to FORGIVE our transgressions against Him.  
 

 God’s forgiveness is not based on what we do, but what He does.  

 The First Word of the GOSPEL is DONE, not DO. 
 

3. The placating of the wrathful [propitiation] 
 
Finally, the life and death of Jesus Christ enables the Father’s justice to be addressed and His 
wrath to be PROPITIATED. 
 
PROPITIATE 

 The MERCY SEAT on the ARK OF THE COVENANT inside the HOLY OF HOLIES. 

 The sinner pleads for God to be for Him the MERCY SEAT. 

 Jesus is identified as the MERCY SEAT. 

 The crucifixion and sacrifice of Christ conciliates God, who would otherwise be 
offended by human sin and would demand penalty for it.  

 
“Christ a propitiation is the inmost soul of the Gospel for sinful men.  If God had not set Him 
forth in this character, not only must we despair for ever if attaining to a Divine righteousness; 
all our attempts to read the story of the world in any consistency with the character of god must 
be baffled.”28  
 
“The hilasterios ends the wrath.”29   
 
Some wish to argue that propitiation does not have behind it the idea of wrath appeased.  Yet 
our context is explicit.  God IS angry and sinners ARE the object of His WRATH!  This wrath 
must be appeased.  This anger must be placated. 
 

a. In the court of law, guilt has been pardoned (“justification”). 
 

b. In the slave market, debt has been paid (“redeemed”). 
 
“The custody that was canceled thereby, came about because of their guilt, on account of which 
they were shackled to the results of sin, according to the divine justice.  Because Paul links sin 
with death, the liberation from guilt is also the deliverance from the sentence of death that is 
based on guilt, and because our destiny of death is associated with the condition of our body, 
Paul could say concerning the body that it would also be freed by redemption (8:32).”30   
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c. In the temple, wrath has been appeased (“propitiation”).  

 
“How can the righteousness of God be received by faith, purely on the grounds of God’s grace, 
without undermining the very justice of God in a moral universe?  What Paul sets forth in verses 
25-26 answers these questions and gives us the key to what precedes.”31  
 
“The supreme object of ‘justifying faith’ is defined at verse 25.  It is the Person of Christ crucified 
as a means of propitiation or expiation, by whose blood God’s wrath is averted, and his mercy 
dispensed in a total remission of past sin.”32  
 

“Propitiation”:  “In Biblical Greek it is employed to designate the ‘mercy seat’ in the Holy of 
Holies, the golden plate above the Ark, on which, annually, on the Day of Atonement, the High 
Priest sprinkled the sacrificial blood to ‘atone for’ the nation’s sins.”33  
 

“It was Christ’s death which was the propitiatory deed.  The unique feature of the Biblical idea 
of propitiation, without parallel in pagan religion, is that it is God Who Himself provides the 
means of propitiation and expiation.”34  
 

“The culminating moment of the Day of Atonement liturgy is the entry of the High Priest alone 
into the Holy of Holies.  No one except the High Priest was ever permitted to see the Holy of 
Holies or the ‘mercy seat’; he went in on behalf of the people.  The whole transaction was 
wrapped in mystery, and carried out in great secrecy.  The startling thing in this verse is that 

Paul here speaks of the public display of the hilasterion mercy seat; it is no longer simply a 
piece of Temple furniture hidden behind the Veil to which only the High Priest had access.  This 
divinely appointed hilasterion, Christ, in his Death (or through His blood) has been brought out 
into the open, and all men can go, by faith, directly into this Holy of Holies.35  
 

“The creedal text incorporated by Paul uses this famous Old Testament model in order to make 
clear what took place according to God’s will on Golgotha.  The yearly ritual of atonement in 
the temple, hidden from the eyes of God’s people, is now replaced by the atonement brought 
about publicly once for all time by God himself through the cross of Christ.  ‘Good Friday’ 

becomes the Great Day of Atonement of the Christian community.”36   
 

“The propitiation was made possible by the shed blood Christ.  Its blessing is made available to us 
by faith.  It is because of the propitiation through the cross that divine forgiveness is justified.”37  
 

“Let us not fail to observe that the cross of Christ is central in the gospel according to Paul.  It 
is the heartbeat of the Christian faith.  It is the divine achievement for the salvation of a lost 
world.  The cross, in reality, is a spiritual Mount Everest that towers in majesty and sublimity 
above every other peak in the revelation of truth.”38 
 

4. The vindicating of the accused (vv. 25, 26) 
 

“Such a vindication of God’s character was necessary, because his forbearance in passing over 
sins in former times was widely misinterpreted by sinful men as an indifference to the claims to 
justice.”39   
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God, in forgiving sinners, was accused of being “soft toward sin”.  Here, at the cross, He is 
vindicated. 
 
“The sins of the one who has been released from custody have been forgiven.  Yet forgiveness 
was not the only thing Paul saw in justification.  The awarding of righteousness is a positive 

process, specifically the induction into that relationship with God by which he is for us and we 
live for him.  His grace is not merely a negative will that terminates the calamity; it has a positive 

goal, is the benevolent goodness, and therefore produces righteousness.”40   
 

IV. Three concluding questions (vv. 27-31) 
 
“This paragraph picks up the catchword of Jewish boasting from 2:17 and extends the discussion 
begun in 3:1-8 with a series of rhetorical questions which were nevertheless rooted in the current 
and pressing situation of dialogue in which Paul was engaged (vv. 27, 29, 31).”41    The issue is 
fundamentally one of works versus faith. 
 

 Does justification by faith exclude boasting in my ability? | YES! (vv. 27, 28) 

 Does justification by faith also include the Gentiles? | YES! (vv. 29, 30) 

 Does justification by faith nullify the Law? |NO! On the contrary, IT ESTABLISHES THE 

LAW! (v. 31; Cf. v. 21) 

  
A. Not by ability - “Where is boasting then?” - Excluded (vv. 27, 28). 
B. Not by ethnicity - “Is he the God of the Jews only?” - No (vv. 29, 30). 
C. Not by inadequacy - “Do we then make void the law through faith?” – May it 

never be (v. 31). 
 
“The apostle’s critics, who desire to make him an antinomian (and in so doing to stamp him as 
a traitor to Israel’s holy tradition of faith), are rebuked as liars by the preaching which Paul here 
lays bare for his readers in the letter to the Romans.”42   
 
Remember, the Law, as shadow, testifies to the righteousness of God. 
 

The late Mike Yaconelli tells a true story about grace.  A young woman named Margaret 
had spent decades battling depression and anxiety that were traced back to a horrible day 
in school when a Teacher, frustrated with her tardiness, made her stand in front of the 
room and invited all the students to come up to the board and write something bad about 
her on the chalkboard.  The kids were ruthless. They wrote things like, “Margaret is 
ugly!” “Margaret smells,” “Margaret is stupid.”  All twenty-five students went up to the 
board and wrote these hurtful things. This event inflicted wounds that Margaret found 
difficult to heal.  She battled depression, discouragement, and was angry all the 
time.  Finally she went to a psychologist for help.  She spent two years meeting weekly 
but finally they had reached the end of their sessions.  Yaconelli tells the story, 
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The counselor said, “Margaret, I know this will be difficult, but just to make sure you’re 
ready to move on, I am going to ask you to do something.  I want to go back to your 
schoolroom and detail the events of that day.  Take your time.  Describe each of the 
children as they approach the blackboard, remember what they wrote and how you felt 
– do this for all twenty five students. 
 
In a way, this would be easy for Margaret.  For forty years she had remembered every 
detail.  And yet, to go through the nightmare one more time would take every bit of 
strength she had.  After a long silence, she began the painful description. One by one, she 
described each of the students vividly, as though she had just seen them, stopping 
periodically to regain her composure, forcing herself to face each of those students one 
more time. 
 
Finally she was done, and the tears would not stop, could not stop.  Margaret cried a long 
time before she realized someone was whispering her name. “Margaret, Margaret, 
Margaret.”  She looked up to see her counselor staring into her eyes, saying her name 
over and over again.  Margaret stopped crying for moment. 
 
“Margaret.  You  . . .you left out one person.: 
 
“I certainly did not!  I have lived with this story for forty years.  I know every student by 
heart.” 
 
“No, Margaret, you did forget someone.  See, he’s sitting in the back of the 
classroom.  He’s standing up, walking toward your teacher, Ms. Garner.  She is handing 
him a piece of chalk and he’s taking it.  Margaret, he’s taking it!  Now he’s walking over 
to the blackboard and picking up an eraser.  He is erasing every one of the sentences the 
students wrote.  They are gone!  Margaret, they are gone!  Do you recognize him yet?  Yes, 
his name is Jesus.  Look, he’s writing new sentences on the board. ‘Margaret is 
loved.  Margaret is beautiful.  Margaret is gentle and kind.  Margaret is strong.  Margaret 
has great courage.’” 
 
And Margaret began to weep.  But very quickly, the weeping turned into a smile, and 
then into laughter, and then into tears of joy.”43   

 
God desires for His children to know, choose, and feel the full measure of His person and work.  
May God once more condescend and grace us with the overwhelming sense of His 
unconditional love. 
 
APPLICATION 
 

 Where are you in all of this?  Are you still under the wrath of God or have you embraced the 
righteousness of God? 

 You have nothing to boast. 

 Jesus is the savior. 
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 Jesus is the fulfillment of Old Testament Law. 

 Do you know that you can’t 

 Do you know that God can and  

 Do you know that Jesus did? 
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How Can A Person Be Right With God? 
 

I. Justification is looked upon as a provision of grace and thus a gift (Romans 3:24; 
5:16,17; Titus 3:5-7) and is appropriated by means of faith and stands in direct 
contrast of being attained by works (Acts 13:38, 39; Romans 3:21, 22, 26, 28, 30; 4:2-6, 
9, 11, 13; 9:30-33; 10:1-13; Gal. 2:16, 17, 21; 3:6, 8, 11, 21-26; Titus 3:5).  
 

II. Justification is based on the sinless life and sacrificial death, burial and resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 1:17; 3:25; 5:18, 19) and thus justifying faith finds 
its object in the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 3:22; 4:22-24). 

 
III. Justification makes me what Christ is, and He, what I am (1 Cor. 1:29-31; 2 Cor. 5:21; 

1 Peter 3:18). 
 

IV. Justification results in having peace with God, access to God, boldness before God 
(Romans 5:1, 2, 5, 9; 8:30, 33, 34), and frees me from sin and the wrath of God against 
it (Romans 5:9; 6:7 [“freed” = “justified”]). 

 
V. Justification results in the gospel fruit of a surrendered life to God (Romans 6:13-19; 

James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 2:24, 25; 1 John 2:29) 
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How Can A Person Be Right With God? 

Misc. 
 

 I had rather learn what some men really judge 
about their own justification from their 
prayers than from their writings. John Owen 

 Night and day I pondered until I saw the 
connection between the justice of God and the 
statement that 'the just shall live by his faith.' 
Then I grasped that the justice of God is that 
righteousness by which through grace and 
sheer mercy God justifies us through faith. 
Thereupon I felt myself to be reborn and to 
have gone through open doors into paradise. 
Martin Luther 

 Tell me not of your justification, unless you 
have also some marks of sanctification. Boast 
not of Christ's work for you, unless you can show us the Spirit's work in you. J.C. Ryle 

 Our peace and confidence are to be found not in our empirical holiness, not in our progress 
toward perfection, but in the alien righteousness of Jesus Christ that covers our sinfulness 
and alone makes us acceptable before a holy God. Donald Bloesch 

 Our justification means not only that our sins are forgiven and that we have been declared 
to be righteous by God Himself, not merely that we were righteous at the moment when we 
believed, but permanently righteous. For justification means this also, that we are given by 
God the positive righteousness of His own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones, 
Spiritual Depression – Its Causes and its Cures, 1965, p74. 

 To be justified means more than to be declared "not guilty." It actually means to be declared 
righteous before God. It means God has imputed or charged the guilt of our sin to His Son, 
Jesus Christ, and has imputed or credited Christ's righteousness to us.  Jerry Bridges, 
Transforming Grace, p. 36. 

 
Man stands in a position of need, but God has made a way. 
  
How can I be right with God?  What does it mean to be right with God?  Why am I not right 
with God?  What are the consequences to me by becoming right with God?  How would you 
like to be accepted by God?  How would you like to never have to worry about God being mad, 
angry, or upset with you?  How would you like to find rest in the midst of life’s struggles?  How 
would you like to finally measure up to God’s righteous expectations for you?  Apart from 
sounding incredible, it also sounds impossible.  But you and I can be right before God. 
 
The book of Romans has already created a dilemma within man by revealing his utter position 
of complete spiritual bankruptcy before God (Romans 1:18-3:20).  Chapter three verse ten is 
emphatic, “there is none righteous no not one.”  In light of his condition man is barred from 
God’s presence, guilty of sin and a recipient of God’s full and undiluted wrath.  It is here that 
we should consider the doctrine of justification by faith. 

“This doctrine [justification by faith] is the 

head and the cornerstone. It alone begets, 

nourishes, builds, preserves, and defends the 

church of God; and without it the church of 

God cannot exist for one hour…. For no one 

who does not hold this article – or, to use 

Paul's expression, this 'sound doctrine' (Titus 

2:1) – is able to teach aright in the church or 

successfully to resist any adversary . . . this is 

the heel of the Seed that opposes the old 

serpent and crushes its head. That is why 

Satan, in turn, cannot but persecute it." 

(Martin Luther) 
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Let us for a moment consider the word “justified” as found in the New Testament. 
 
In Romans 3 the word “justified” is used several times (Rom. 3:4, 10, 20, 24, 26, 28, 30 [see also 
“righteous” Rom. 3:5, 21, 22, 25, 26). 
 
Dikaioo ends in "-oo" which in Greek brings out that which a person is. Therefore dikaioo brings 
out the fact that a person is righteous. It means to declare the rightness of something or someone. 
 
Leon Morris adds a note on dikaioo writing, “The word is a forensic or legal term with the 
meaning “acquit”. It is the normal word to use when the accused is declared “Not guilty”. We 
see its significance in an Old Testament passage:  

 
“When men have a dispute, they are to take it to court and the judges will decide the 
case, acquitting (or, justifying) the innocent and condemning the guilty” (Deut. 25:1).  

 
Here the legal meaning is plain, and this remains with the word throughout the range of its 
biblical use. Some argue that it means “to make righteous”, but this cannot be 
demonstrated. In simple terms dikaioo as used here in Romans means, “To declare a person 
to be righteous or right before God.” 
 
Only God can declare a man righteous and yet men continually seek ways to make themselves 
righteous. For example, in the gospels we encounter a certain lawyer (a scribe who was 
supposedly an expert in the law of God) approach Jesus to put Him to the test asking  
  
"Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" (Lk 10:25).  
  
Jesus responded to the question with another question for this one who knew the Law asking  
  
"What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?"   
  
The lawyer answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." (Lk 
10:26-27)  
  
This was indeed an excellent answer, the lawyer summing up the requirements of the law (Lev 
19:18,  Dt 6:5) exactly as Jesus Himself had done on another occasion (see Mt 22:37, 28, 29, 40). 
And so Jesus responded, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live."  But wishing 
to justify (dikaioo) himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” (Lk 10:28, 29). 
 
“THERE ARE fundamentally only two doctrines of salvation: that salvation is from God, and 
that salvation is from ourselves. The former is the doctrine of common Christianity; the latter is 
the doctrine of universal heathenism. "The principle of heathenism," remarks Dr. Herman 
Bavinek, "is, negatively, the denial of the true God, and of the gift of his grace; and, positively, 
the notion that salvation can be secured by man's own power and wisdom. ‘Come, let us build 
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us a city, and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven, and let us make us a name.’ Gen. 11:4. 
Whether the works through which heathenism seeks the way of salvation bear a more ritual or 
a more ethical characteristic, whether they are of a more positive or of a more negative nature, 
in any case man remains his own Savior; all religions except the Christian are autosoteric . . . 
And philosophy has made no advance upon this.”1  
 
Expositor's Bible Commentary explains dikaioo as follows... 
“In its biblical setting it is used in the opposite sense, namely, "to acquit" (Ex 23:7; Dt 25:1). It 
is clear both from the OT and the NT that dikaioo is a forensic term; it is the language of the 
law court. But to settle on "acquittal" as the meaning of justification is to express only a part of 
the range of the word, even though an important part (Acts 13:39). There is a positive side 
that is even more prominent in NT usage--"to consider, or declare to be, righteous.”2   
  
Being justified is an act of God (Ro 8:33) Who takes the initiative (cp Eph. 1:4, 1Pet. 1:2, 2 Thess. 
2:13) and provides the means through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. The sinner who 
believes in Christ receives God's gift of righteousness (Rom. 1:17, Rom. 5:17), which then enables 
God to pronounce him righteous (both Just & Justifier – Rom. 3:26). This verse is perhaps the 
most thorough soteriological (dealing with teaching on salvation) passage in the New 
Testament. 
 
John MacArthur writes, “Being justified refers back to the “alls” of the previous two verses-all 
those who have believed, of whom all were sinful. Just as there is no distinction among those 
who need salvation, there is no distinction among those who receive it, because they all are 
justified as a gift by His grace.  (MacArthur, J: Romans 1-8. Chicago: Moody Press) (Bolding 
added) 
 
In salvation dikaioo describes the legal act whereby God declares the believing sinner righteous 
on the basis of the blood of Christ. Justification is not doled out piecemeal over a period of 
time through mediatorial agents and ritual observances. Stated another way, justification is 
not a process but is an act that occurs once and need not be repeated. It is something God does, 
not man.  Justification is not subject to recall so that you have to get it over and over again. 
Justification is not a change wrought by God in us, but a change of our relation to God. 
Justification describes a person’s status in the sight of the law, not the condition of his or her 
character. The condition of one’s character and conduct is that with which sanctification deals. 
 
Being justified is once and for all time and as such defines the believer’s permanent state. Just 
as you may not be tried for the same crime again after being acquitted, God's justification 
means you will never be tried or condemned by Him again for your sins--past, present, or 
future. This is good news indeed.  
 
To reiterate, justification is not an act of God that makes us righteous but is an act of God that 
declares us righteous based on what Christ accomplished on Calvary.  
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Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 
by Nikolaus von Zinzendorf 

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

’Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 

 

Bold shall I stand in Thy great day; 
For who aught to my charge shall lay? 
Fully absolved through these I am 

From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 
 

The holy, meek, unspotted Lamb, 
Who from the Father’s bosom came, 
Who died for me, e’en me to atone, 
Now for my Lord and God I own. 

 

Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, 
Which, at the mercy seat of God, 
Forever doth for sinners plead, 

For me, e’en for my soul, was shed. 
 

Lord, I believe were sinners more 
Than sands upon the ocean shore, 
Thou hast for all a ransom paid, 
For all a full atonement made. 

 

When from the dust of death I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
Ev’n then this shall be all my plea, 
Jesus hath lived, hath died, for me. 

 

This spotless robe the same appears, 
When ruined nature sinks in years; 
No age can change its glorious hue, 
The robe of Christ is ever new. 

 

Jesus, the endless praise to Thee, 
Whose boundless mercy hath for me— 

For me a full atonement made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 

 
O let the dead now hear Thy voice; 
Now bid Thy banished ones rejoice; 
Their beauty this, their glorious dress, 
Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness. 
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As A. T. Pierson put it, “God in justifying sinners actually calls them righteous when they are 
not—does not impute sin where sin actually exists, and does impute righteousness where it 
does not exist.”3  
 
As someone has well said justification goes beyond acquittal to approval and beyond pardon 
to promotion. Acquittal means only that a person is set free from a charge. Justification means 
that positive righteousness is imputed. It is important to realize that justification is a reckoning 
that takes place in the mind of God. It is not something a believer feels. The believer can be 
certain it has taken place because the Bible says so.  
 
C. H. Spurgeon writes, “What is justification? A. Justification is an act of God's free grace, 
wherein he pardons all our sins (Rom. 3:24; Eph. 1:7), and accepts us as righteous in His sight (2 
Cor. 5:21) only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us (Rom. 5:19), and received by faith 
alone (Gal. 2:16; Philippians 3:9). 
 
Wayne Grudem writes, “A right understanding of justification is absolutely crucial to the whole 
Christian faith. Once Martin Luther realized the truth of justification by faith alone, he became 
a Christian and overflowed with the new-found joy of the gospel. If we are to safeguard the 
truth of the gospel for future generations, we must understand the truth of justification. Even 
today, a true view of justification is the dividing line between the biblical gospel of salvation by 
faith alone and all false gospels of salvation based on good works. (Systematic Theology: An 
Introduction to Biblical Doctrine)  
 
The following is excerpted from Getting the Reformation Wrong: Correcting Some 
Misunderstandings by James R. Payton Jr. (IVP, 2010). The quotes by Zwingli are from his 
Commentary on True and False Religion, written in 1525. 
Ulrich Zwingli also stressed the mercy of God for the justification of unworthy sinners. He 
wrote, “This is the gospel, that sins are remitted in the name of Christ; and no heart ever received 
tidings more glad.” Zwingli proceeded to expand on this teaching, eventually stating: 
 

“For when man through repentance has come to the knowledge of himself, he finds 
nothing but utter despair. Hence, wholly distrusting himself, he is forced to take refuge 
in the mercy of God. But when he has begun to do that, justice makes him afraid. Then 
Christ appears who has satisfied the divine justice for our trespasses. When once there is 
faith in Him, then salvation is found; for He is the infallible pledge of God’s mercy.” 

 
He wrapped up his treatment by asserting: “Through Christ alone we are given salvation, 
blessedness, grace, pardon, and all that makes us in any way worthy in the sight of a righteous 
God.” (pg. 120) 
 
It is this truth of our just standing before the Father in the Son that we wish to note and celebrate 
in this study.  There are five elements about justification within the Scripture that one must come 
to grips with if they will stand before God right and live free. 
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I. Justification is looked upon as a provision of grace and thus a gift (Romans 3:24; 5:16,17; 
Titus 3:5-7) and is appropriated by means of faith and stands in direct contrast of being 
attained by works (Acts 13:38, 39; Romans 3:21, 22, 26, 28, 30; 4:2-6, 9, 11, 13; 9:30-33; 10:1-
13; Gal. 2:16, 17, 21; 3:6, 8, 11, 21-26; Titus 3:5).  

 

 Romans 3:21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by 
the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who 
believe; for there is no distinction; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified 
as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed publicly as 
a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance 
of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at 
the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 Rom. 3:28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. 

 Rom. 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 Gal. 2:16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ 
Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works 
of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 

 Gal. 2:16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ 
Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works 
of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.  26 For you are all sons of God through faith 
in Christ Jesus. 

 Gal. 3:24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  

 Eph. 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 

 
“Now the next step in the process of applying redemption to us is that God must respond to our 
faith and do what he promised, that is, actually declare our sins to be forgiven.  This must be a 
legal declaration concerning our relationship to God’s laws, stating that we are completely 
forgiven and no long liable to punishment.”4   
 
The Scriptural evidence is so overwhelming that it is impossible to get around it.  Without a faith 
that appropriates God’s justifying provision no one can please God (Heb. 11:6).  If it could have 
been attained by works, then it would not have been by faith. 
 
In the Heidelberg Disputation of 1518 Martin Luther made the following comments.5 
 

 He is not righteous who does much, but he who, without work, believes much in Christ. 

 The law says "Do this", and it is never done. Grace says, "believe in this" and everything 
is already done. 

 
Because this is true, you and I have nothing to boast in or of.  Nothing in our hands we bring, 
only to the cross do we cling. 
 

II. Justification is based on the sinless life and sacrificial death, burial and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 1:17; 3:25; 5:18, 19) and thus justifying faith finds its 
object in the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 3:22; 4:22-24). 
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 Romans 5:6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 8 But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, 
having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For if 
while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

 Rom. 3:22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no 
distinction; 

 Gal. 3:22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might 
be given to those who believe. 

 1 Tim. 1:16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His 
perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 

 
We must never forget that although the gift of justification is of no cost to us the securing of it 
for us came through His sinless life and sacrificial death (Romans 5:9). 
 
There are several statements about faith.  First, faith never operates in a vacuum.  Second, faith 
must always have an object.  Finally, the object of faith must be valid.  Jesus is the only legitimate 
object for a faith that can justify. 
 

III. Justification makes me what Christ is, and He, what I am (1 Cor. 1:29-31; 2 Cor. 5:21; 
1 Peter 3:18). 

 

 1Cor. 1:30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, "LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE 
LORD." 

 2 Cor. 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness 
of God in Him. 

 1 Pet. 3:18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, 
having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 

 1 John 4:17 By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because 
as He is, so also are we in this world. 

 
How is the Christian to see himself in this world? "Simul iustus et peccator" - "At the same time 
righteous and a sinner". Justification is forensic. In Christ, we are declared, counted or reckoned 
to be righteous when God imputes the righteousness of Christ (an "alien righteousness") to our 
account. Christ's righteousness ascribed to the redeemed individual without their personal 
merit. We are declared righteous in Christ, it is imputed to us -- it is counted as ours ... not 
infused in us. We are counted righteous in God's eyes because of Christ. But this does not make 
us righteous in ourselves. That will only happen at our glorification when Christ transforms 
these bodies to be sealed in righteousness. Justifying righteousness is something which always 
resides in the Person of Christ alone. The imputation of this "alien" righteousness is the only 
means by which man can be acceptable to God. As long as the Christian lives, he is guilty in 
himself, but "in Christ" he is righteous and accounted precious.6 
 
“Righteousness through Christ is called an “alien” righteousness because it did not generate 
from us. It is not our righteousness; it is his. It is an alien righteousness because it came from 
without, and now it is in a foreign land. It does not belong here; it is an alien righteousness.”7  
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In a positional sense I am what Christ is.  The practical outworking of this is the putting on of 
the new and the putting off of the old by the renewing of one’s mind (Ephesians 4:22-24).  In so 
doing our Lord will be seen in our earthen vessels.  It is, in this sense, that we are righteous.  In 
truth it is His righteousness being seen in and through us.  This is what Ephesians 5:9 and 
Philippians 1:11 are referring to.  Our righteousness is actually the outworking of His 
righteousness in us.  It is as I become aware of what He is that I am desirous of putting on those 
qualities that will reveal Christ to others through me (1 Tim. 6:11; 2 Tim. 2:22; 3:16). 
 
“The believer has only and always to look to the finished work of Christ on the Cross and hear 
God's declaration, "You are accepted." Because of justification the believer does not fear God's 
rejection because of the sin still present in his/her life. God does not look at the sin in our life 
except through the work of Christ. This tension is resolved in the Incarnate Christ, crucified and 
now risen for the life of the world.”8 
 

IV. Justification results in having peace with God, access to God, boldness before God 
(Romans 5:1, 2, 5, 9; 8:30, 33, 34), and frees me from sin and the wrath of God against 
it (Romans 5:9; 6:7 [“freed” = “justified”]). 

 

 Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we 
exult in hope of the glory of God. 

 Romans 5:9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of 
God through Him. 

 
My justification results in me having peace with God.  I am no longer in a state of fear.  I no 
longer tremble at my inability to measure up to God’s unattainable standard.  I have an advocate 
who pleads my case (1 John 2:1, 2).  My advocate asks the question, “Who shall lay anything to 
the charge of my elect whom I have declared righteous?  Who is there among you that can 
condemn those whom I have freed?”  The answer?  NO ONE!  I am free!  Gloriously free!  Jesus 
paid it all and now all to HIM I owe! 
 
We have lived so long in bondage that we have to learn how to live as free men.  We sin so 
naturally that we must learn how to live in righteousness just as we have lived in sin. 
 

V. Justification results in the gospel fruit of a surrendered life to God (Romans 6:13-19; 
James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 2:24, 25; 1 John 2:29) 

 

 1 John 2:28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink 
away from Him in shame at His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also 
who practices righteousness is born of Him. 

 
The book of James initially appears contrary to this point of Justification by faith alone.  James’ 
primary point is simply this, “A faith that does not result in a practical display of God’s 
righteousness through it is a dead faith.”  It is a faith that has not produced life.  It is a seed that 
has yet to germinate (1 John 3:9, 10). 
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Justification by faith will always bring forth the fruit of righteousness.  It is not the works of 
the Law that justify, but a justifying faith that produces adherence to the Law.    Notice how 
Romans 6:21, 22 and 7:4 read.   
 

 Romans 6:21 Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? 
For the outcome of those things is death. 22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you 
derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. 

 Romans 7:4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that 
you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for 
God. 

 
Only the justified can “keep” Law.  It is the enabling power of God quickening me that equips 
me to fulfill His demands upon me (Romans 8:10).  It is only as we understand the nature of 
God’s grace that we can live righteously (Titus 2:11-15). 
 

Over two months passed when on August 5th the San Jose mine collapse near Copiapo, 
Chile, when 33 miners were trapped 700 meters (2,300 ft [almost ½ a mile]) below ground. 
The men were kept alive over that time by supplies delivered through narrow holes 
drilled down to them, and kept hope through video conferences with family - until 
October 13th, when the first of the 33 miners was successfully lifted to the surface in a 
specially-designed rescue capsule. Friends and relatives, many of whom had camped 
nearby for months, slowly let their cautious optimism become joy as they were reunited 
with their loved ones. All of the 33 men made it safely to the surface.  Friend, there was 
no other way except through the channel provided.  Those within the room could only 
be saved by help outside themselves. 
 
One individual wrote, “Watching each of those men “return from the dead” to hold their 
loved ones again … seeing the genuine care and concern and determination shown by 
their rescuers was a life changing experience for me. I hate to think how many lives have 
been considered ‘expendable’ in the past.” 

 
There is only one way to be right with God and it is through Jesus Christ.  Unless and until you 
come to Him and through Him to the Father you will forever be trapped in an inescapable hell. 
 
According to Luther, the theologian of the cross preaches what seems foolish to the world (1 
Cor. 1:18). In particular, the theologian of the cross preaches that (1) humans can in no way earn 
righteousness, (2) humans cannot add to or increase the righteousness of the cross, and (3) any 
righteousness given to humanity comes from outside of us (extra nos).9 
 
APPLICATION 

 Friend, do you realize that you can be free in Christ? 

 Are you ready to live like a freeman instead of like a slave? 

 To be right before God is simply a matter of faith in His work in your behalf. 

 What are you waiting for? 
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