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Verification from the Old Testament that One’s Justification is by Faith 
Romans 4:1-25 

 
I. Verification by Abraham (vv. 1-5) 
 

A. The introduction (vv. 1-2) 
 

1. The Protasis (if) – if works can declare the sinner righteous,  
2. The Apodosis (then) – then he would have grounds in which to boast, 
3. The Conflict (but [alla]) – but not before God. 

 
B. The explanation (vv. 3-5) 

 
1. Justification is by faith (v. 3a) 
2. Justification imputes righteousness (v. 3b) 

 
a. In the area of salvation: it causes us to be right with God 
b. In the area of sanctification: it causes us to dead to sin and alive to 

God 
c. In the area of sufferings: it causes our present suffering to appear 

insignificant compared to the glory awaiting us 
 

3. Works negate grace, but activate debt (v.4) 
4. God imputes righteousness through faith as an act of grace (v. 5) 

 
II. Verification by David (lego vv. 6-8) 
 

A. A righteousness imputed through faith brings happiness to the recipient (v.6). 
B. Happiness is having your iniquities forgiven and your sins covered (v. 7). 
C. Justification results in forgiven iniquities and covered sins.  By the way, if my 

sins are covered, then what am I confessing and what is He forgiving? 
D. Happy is the man on whom the Lord will not impute sin (v. 8). 

 
III. Verification by Circumcision/Law (vv. 9-15) 
 

A. Justification and Circumcision (vv. 9-12) 
 

1.  His faith was counted for righteousness before he was circumcised (9-10) 
2.  Circumcision was a seal of the righteousness he had while uncircumcised 

(11a) 
3.  Thus he became the father of all who have the same kind of faith, both 

circumcised and uncircumcised (11b-12) 
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IV. Verification by Promise (16-22) 
 

A. If the inheritance can be attained through the keeping of law, then faith is made 
void and the promise is of no effect (v. 14). 

B. Why is this so?  Because the law, being transgressed, brings wrath (v. 15). 
C. Since it is of faith, it is therefore by grace.  In so being all may partake, both Jew 

and Gentile (v. 16). 
D. It is through this truth that Abraham can rightly be called the father of those who 

believe and thus fulfill the promise God made to him (v. 17). 
E. Faith laid hold of the visibly impossible and unseen (v. 18). 

 
1. Faith must never operate in a vacuum.  Faith is not an end, but a means to 

an end. 
2. Faith must always have an object. 
3. The object of faith must always be valid. 
 

F. Abraham’s faith was not placed in his ability to believe, but in God’s ability to 
perform (vv.19-22). 

 
1. The object of Abraham’s faith was God’s resurrecting power (v. 17a). 
2. The object of Abraham’s faith was God’s creative activity (v. 17b) 

 
a. First, he “did not become weak in faith” (v. 19). 
b. Second, “he did not doubt because of unbelief” (v. 20). 
c. Third, “he became strong in faith” (v. 20). 

 
G. It was this kind of faith that received the imputation of God’s righteousness 

(v.22). 
 
V. Conclusion (vv. 23-25) 
 

A. A comprehensive invitation (“but for our sake also” vv. 23, 24a) 
B. A substitutionary atonement (“delivered because of our trespasses” v. 25) 
C. An authenticating resurrection (“raised for our justification” v.25). 

 



Romans 4:1-25 
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ROM. 4:1ff

EUREKA!
f rom the Hebrew Scr ipture

T h e  G O S P E L  E x p l a i n e d  a n d  A p p l i e d  

“ G o d  f u l f i l l s  H i s  P r o m i s e ”

 
 

National Debt

•$16 Tr i l l ion

Wealthiest Person

•$ 11 2  B i l l io n

 
 

3 QUESTIONS
•Does justification by faith exclude 
boasting in my ability? | YES! (vv. 27, 28)

•Does justification by faith also 
include the Gentiles? | YES! (vv. 29, 30)

 

3 QUESTIONS
•Does justification by faith nullify 
the Law? |NO! On the contrary, IT 
ESTABLISHES THE LAW! (v. 31; Cf. v. 21)

 

 

OUR PASSAGE
I. PROOF from the HEBREW Scripture 

(4:1-25)

A. By Abraham (vv. 1-5)

B. By David (vv. 6-8)

C. By Circumcision/Law (vv. 9-15)

D. By Promise (vv. 16-22)
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3:27, 28

Where is Boasting 

4:1-8

Abraham | David

3:29, 30

What about the 

Gentiles

4:9-12

Uncircumcised

3:31

Is the Law Nullified

4:13ff

The Law and Promise

Our Justification is IN CHRIST; We Appropriate it BY BELIEVING 

He is everything the Hebrew Scripture says about THE CHRIST
 

The LAW cannot DO 
what GOD DEMANDS.

 

ROMANS 4:3
Genesis 15:4-6

Galatians 3:6-8

James 2:21-24
 

ROMANS 4:3
•Genesis 22 happens AFTER Genesis 
12, 15, and 17.

•What if . . . 
 

JUSTIFICATION

. . . Is by FAITH

 

justification

 

Civil 

Ceremonial

Moral

 

L A W
“ C a t e g o r i e s ”  

J a m e s  2 : 1 0 ,  1 1

E X A M P L E S J E S U S ju
stifica

tio
n

Civil Stealing Rom. 3:31

Matt. 5:17

Rom. 8:1-4

Rom. 10:4

Gal. 3:17-24

Ceremonial Sacrifice / 

Feast Days

Moral Adultery
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what does JUSTIFICATION assume?

Self Salvation By Grace Through Faith

A Wage / Earned A Gift / Received

You Do It God Does It; Jesus Did It

An Earned Righteousness An Alien Righteousness

Shame, Fear, Guilt Peace, Access, Freedom

God enables God does

[Look at the material on JUSTIFICATION in Class Notes]

 
 

JUSTIFICATION
Our Justification is IN CHRIST; 
We Appropriate it BY 
BELIEVING He is everything 
the Hebrew Scripture says 
about THE CHRIST.

 

Intellect 

Volition 

Emotion 

FAITH

WORKS

 

imputation

1 ST

ADAM

3 RD

JESUS

2 ND

YOU

AND

ME
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Notice [vv.  19-22]

• 1st - He “did not become weak in 
faith” (v. 19).

• 2nd - “He did not doubt because of 
unbelief” (v. 20).

 

Notice [vv.  19-22]

• 3rd - “He became strong in faith” (v. 
20).

• 4th - “What God promised, He was 
able to perform” (v. 21).

 

Notice [vv.  23-25]

• A comprehens ive inv i tat ion  
(“but for our sake also” vv. 23, 24a)

• A su bst i tut ionar y  atonement  
(“delivered because of our trespasses” v. 25)

• An authent icat ing  resurrect i on  
(“raised for our justification” v.25).

 

one Story | one Savior
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Verification from the Old Testament that One’s Justification is by Faith 
Romans 4:1-25 

 
Introduction: 
Bill Gates is considered to be the wealthiest individual 
alive at @$80 Billion. If you spent $1 million a day since 
Jesus was born, you would have not spent $1 trillion 
by now . . . But $700 billion – the same amount U.S. 
banks got during the bailout in 2008. Our National 
Debt is @$17 Trillion. As significant as that amount is, 
consider God’s wealth. 
 
JUST THE FACTS 
1 planet [of 8] in our solar system 
1 solar system of perhaps tens of billions of solar systems in our galaxy [Milky Way] 
1 galaxy of at least one hundred billion galaxies in the observable universe. 
 
Friend, as wonderful as it might seem to be inside of this earthly wealth, we have something 
that is far greater and we call it “the righteousness of God.” 
 
Our text flows in response to Romans 3:27-31. 
 

 QUESTION 
 Does justification by faith exclude boasting in my ability? 

o YES! 

 QUESTION 
 Does justification by faith also include the Gentiles? 

o YES! 

 QUESTION 
 Does justification by faith nullify the Law? 

o NO! on the contrary, IT ESTABLISHES THE LAW! 
 
QUESTION 
How does justification by faith establish the Law? The Law did two things. First, it showed God 
for who He is and what He requires. Second, it showed humanity for who they are and their 
inability to keep what God requires. The weakness is not in the Law but in our inability to keep 
the Law perfectly. We are debtors to the Law and we cannot pay it off. For this reason, God’s 
placation of wrath and our resulting justification must come apart from the Law. And it does.  
The Law cannot do what God demands. 
 
Chapter four provides four “proofs” that God is just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus. 
 

“Now not for his sake only was it 

written that it was credited to him, but 

for our sake also, to whom it will be 

credited, as those who believe in Him 

who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead, He who was delivered over 

because of our transgressions, and was 

raised because of our justification.” 

Romans 4:23-25 
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Notice the larger context of Paul’s argument.  The Old Testament supports Justification as being 
by grace through faith apart from any human merit or achievement.   
 
“The main object of this chapter is to show that the doctrine of justification by faith (3:21), 
which the apostle was defending, was found in the Old Testament. The argument is to be 
regarded as addressed particularly to a Jew, to show him that no new doctrine was advanced. 
The argument is derived, first, from the fact that Abraham was so justified, (Ro 4:1-5) secondly, 
from the fact that the same thing is declared by David, (Ro 4:6-8.)1  
 
If we place ourselves in the context of his immediate audience, I am sure we can sense both the 
release and the outrage at what Paul has just presented.  To the weary there is rest, to the 
enslaved there is release, but to the self-righteous there is nothing but arrogant outrage.  It is 
here that the apostle introduces the lesson taught to them by the Patriarch Abraham. 
 
“Now that he has declared that God's righteousness is to be found in a system involving 
justification by faith and not by keeping the works of any law, Paul proceeds to provide evidence 
by referring to Abraham's example.”2  
 
“Abraham is considered here as a test case for the view that justification is by faith alone.  
Abraham was the progenitor [father] of the Jewish people, and hence his example is crucial for 
Paul’s argument.”3   
 
“’What then’ – He proves from the example of Abraham; 1, That justification is of grace: 2, That 
it has been provided for the Gentiles also, ver. 9.”4 
 
A key in understanding chapter 4 is not to lose sight of how chapter 4 functions in relations to 
chapter 3:21-31.  It verifies justification by faith in the context of historical theology.  The text 
has a primary point, do not get lost in unnecessary sidebars. 
 
I. Verification by Abraham (vv. 1-5) 

 
A. The introduction (vv. 1-2) 

 
“’What shall we then say?’, Paul appears to take up the thesis of his opponent, that is, that 
Abraham found grace before God by virtue of his obedience and the constancy of his faith.”5   
 
The Greek word found in verse 1, “gained” ESV, is our English word “Eureka”!  It means, “After 
searching to find a thing sought; to find by enquiry, thought, examination, or scrutiny.”  It can 
also mean to stumble into.  By experience or enquiry this is what Abraham found to be true. 
 
What is of interest to me is how we view the Old Testament as teaching works righteousness, 
but Paul appeals to the Old Testament to teach faith righteousness. 
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“In the first class condition the speaker assumes that the condition stated in the protasis is a 
reality.  Because of this assumption, the apodosis may use the indicative, subjunctive, or the 
imperative mood.”6  
 
(v. 2) 

1. The Protasis (if) – if works can declare the sinner righteous,  
2. The Apodosis (then) – then he would have grounds in which to boast, 
3. The Conflict (but [alla]) – but not before God. 

 
Abraham discovered that even if one could be justified by works, it would not be before God.  
Thus the justification would be vain and futile. 
 

B. The explanation (vv. 3-5) 
 
Verse three begins with “for”.  The primary passage from which this verse comes is Genesis 15:6.  
It is used in Galatians 3:6-8 and James 2:23.  Without question the meaning is that Abraham’s 
righteousness before God was an imputed righteousness and came through the avenue of faith. 
 

 Genesis 15:4 Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This man will not be 
your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir." 5 And 
He took him outside and said, "Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are 
able to count them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 6 Then he believed 
in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

 Galatians 3:6 Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of 
Abraham. 8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached 
the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN 
YOU." 

 James 2:21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son 
on the altar? 22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, 
faith was perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "AND ABRAHAM 
BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was 
called the friend of God. 24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

 
In these verses four thoughts are communicated. 
 

1. Justification is by faith (v. 3a) 
 
“For Paul, Abraham’s faith is the paradigm of Christian faith in that a person participates in life 
(through Christ) only in obedient trust in the God who brings about salvation on the basis of 
free grace.”7  
  
Abraham simply believed; nothing more, but nothing less.  Belief is more than knowledge of or 
intellectual assent to.  Belief is the addition of placing one’s unreserved confidence in.  This is 
what Abraham did.  He placed his trust in God without reservation.  He held nothing back. 



 

144 

 
Faith appropriates God’s provision.  Grace is the manner/venue in which God addresses His 
people.  It can be by faith because of grace.  If God chose not to be gracious toward to people, 
it could not be by faith.  Faith or the exercising of one’s volition is not a work. Existing as a 
free moral agent is not a work. 
 
We always struggle with defining faith.  Let us consider some thoughts concerning faith.  Jesus 
spoke of faith in this manner. 
  
 Mark 8: 34 And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, "If anyone 

wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 35 "For 
whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the 
gospel's will save it. 36 "For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit 
his soul? 37 "For what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 38 "For whoever is ashamed 
of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels." 

 Luke 18:18 A ruler questioned Him, saying, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?" 19 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone. 
20 "You know the commandments, 'DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT MURDER, 
DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND 
MOTHER.'" 21 And he said, "All these things I have kept from my youth." 22 When Jesus 
heard this, He said to him, "One thing you still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute 
it to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." 23 But when he 
had heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 24 And Jesus looked 
at him and said, "How hard it is for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God! 25 
"For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God." 26 They who heard it said, "Then who can be saved?" 27 But He said, "The 
things that are impossible with people are possible with God." 28 Peter said, "Behold, we 
have left our own homes and followed You." 29 And He said to them, "Truly I say to you, 
there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of 
the kingdom of God, 30 who will not receive many times as much at this time and in the age 
to come, eternal life." 

  
 James 2:14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? 

Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 
16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not 
give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no 
works, is dead, being by itself. 18 But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have 
works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works." 
19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 20 But 
are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? 21 Was 
not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? 22 
You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was 
perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED 
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GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was called the 
friend of God. 24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 In the 
same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For just as the body without the spirit is 
dead, so also faith without works is dead. 

 Romans 2:6 who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: 7 to 
those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal 
life; 8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 

 
 Romans 14:10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard 

your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it 
is written, "AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY 
TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD." 12 So then each one of us will give an account of 
himself to God. 

 
These passages all suggest that faith is more than verbal assent, but a real change in one’s 
demeanor and mind-set.  Faith in Jesus is following Jesus.  The two appear to be inseparably 
linked.  This is the kind of faith Abraham had and we are to have. 
 

2. Justification imputes righteousness (v. 3b) 
 
It is here that Paul introduces a rather large theological truth.  It is the doctrine of imputation.  
Over forty times the Greek word “impute” (logizomai) is used in the New Testament.  Of those 
forty times only seven are found outside of the Pauline corpus of letters (three times in the 
gospels; once in Acts and three times in the general letters).  Thus thirty-three times Paul uses 
this word (Romans 19 times; ½ Corinthians 10 times; Galatians once; Philippians twice and 
Second Timothy once).  What does it mean?   
 
“The term λογίζομαι (logizomai) occurs 11 times in this chapter (vv. 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 22, 23, 24). In secular usage it 

could (a) refer to deliberations of some sort, or (b) in commercial dealings (as virtually a technical term) to “reckoning” or 

“charging up a debt.” See H. W. Heidland, TDNT 4:284, 290-92.”8 
 
The doctrine of the imputation of Christ's righteousness is threefold. The imputation of Christ's 
righteousness tenet has two related and necessary doctrines relative to imputation. "The term 
'imputation' has been used in theology in a threefold sense to denote the judicial acts of God by 
which [1] the guilt of Adam's sin is imputed to his posterity; by which [2] the sins of Christ's 
people are imputed to Him; and by which [3] the righteousness of Christ is imputed to His 
people. The act of imputation is precisely the same in each case."9  
 
The word is rather elastic.  It can carry the idea of thinking, considering, and pondering.  The 
bottom line appears to be that of attributing something to someone and then treating him as 
such.  God gives us the righteousness of Christ and then treats us like Him.  We see the idea of 
imputation in three distinct areas. 
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a. In the area of salvation: it causes us to be right with God 

 
Two thoughts are operative in this one area.  First, in the doctrine of justification by faith Jesus 
Christ is considered by God to be a sinner like me (Mark 15:28; Luke 22:37).   
 
 Isaiah 53:4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves 

esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our 
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell 
upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, 
Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To 
fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like 
a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did 
not open His mouth. 

 Mark 15:28 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And He was numbered with 
transgressors."  (See further Luke 22:37) 

 2 Cor. 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become 

the righteousness of God in Him. 
 1 Pet. 3:18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might 

bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 
 
Found in this thought is the great doctrine of substitutionary atonement.  Jesus Christ took my 
place.  He bore for me my penalty.  I deserved to die, I deserved to feel the full weight of God’s 
wrath, but He took my place.   
 
 Romans 8:3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: 

sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who 
do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 Gal. 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us--for 
it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE" -- 14 in order that in 
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive 
the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

 Eph. 5: 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an 
offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 

 1 John 2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if 
anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He 
Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the 
whole world. 

 
Second, in the doctrine of justification by faith I am considered by God to be righteous like Jesus 
Christ (1 Cor. 1:29-31; 2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9; 1 Peter 3:18). 
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 Philippians 3:9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 
faith: 

 
b. In the area of sanctification: it causes us to be dead to sin and alive to 

God 
 
In the area of sanctification I am to consider myself as being dead to sin, but very much alive to 
God. 
 
 Romans 6:11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

c. In the area of sufferings: it causes our present suffering to appear 
insignificant compared to the glory awaiting us 

 
In the area of suffering I am to consider the suffering to be a small thing in light of God’s eternal 
purposes. 
 
 Romans 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
 
The doctrine of imputation is a neglected doctrine.  If we understood the doctrine, then we 
would not think for one minute that God could or would be angry with us. 
 

3. Works negate grace, but activate debt (v.4) 
 
If I in any way believe that I am some how contributing to my own righteousness, then it is no 
longer of grace but rather of debt.  God owes me what I rightly earned.  But that which we need 
we cannot earn.  It must be given by grace without any strings attached or I will never be able 
to receive it. 
 

4. God imputes righteousness through faith as an act of grace (v. 5) 
 
It is not what you have done, but what God did.  God justifies the ungodly.  The ungodly are 
the only kind of person God will justify. 
 

II. Verification by David (lego vv. 6-8) 
 
Now in addition to father Abraham you have King David brought into the picture. 
 

Psalm 32:1 By David; a well-written song. How blessed is the one whose rebellious acts are 
forgiven, whose sin is pardoned! 2 How blessed is the one whose wrongdoing the Lord does not 
punish, in whose spirit there is no deceit. ©NET 
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A. A righteousness imputed through faith brings happiness to the recipient (v. 6). 
 
Why, because you do not have to measure up to an impossible standard. 
 

B. Happiness is having your iniquities forgiven and your sins covered (v. 7). 
 
We are so use to living in the temporal and material that we fail to appreciate what it means to 
have your sins forgiven.  
 

C. Justification results in forgiven iniquities and covered sins.   
 

D. Happy is the man on whom the Lord will not impute sin (v. 8). 
 
“With the light that the papyri have thrown upon this doubling of the negatives we can now say 
unreservedly that the negatives were doubled for the purpose of stating denials or prohibitions 
emphatically.”10   
 
Paul uses the double negative (ou ma [“no never”) to stress the absolute negation of any 
potential for sin to be imputed to the justified person’s account.  When you stand before God 
for what sin shall you be judged? 
 
“Strong negation by double negative and aorist middle subjunctive.”  (A.T. Robertson on 
Romans 4:8) 
 
In verses 9 through 12 we have some concluding questions and settling answers (vv.9-12).  Who 
can enjoy this happiness?  Is it only for the Jew or also for the Gentile?  If it is by faith, then what 
part does circumcision play? (v.9). Abraham was justified by faith before he had yet been 
circumcised!  His circumcision was simply a manifestation of his justification, not the means by 
which he was justified.  Because he was justified by faith he is seen as being the father of both 
the circumcised and the uncircumcised! 
 
II. Verification by Circumcision/Law (vv. 9-12)  
 

A. His faith was counted for righteousness before he was circumcised (9-10). 
B. Circumcision was a seal of the righteousness he had while uncircumcised (11a). 
C. Thus he became the father of all who have the same kind of faith, both circumcised 

and uncircumcised (11b-12). 
 

IV. Verification by Promise (13-22) 
 
“If the father of the faithful, the ancestor on whom the Jews so much prided themselves, was 
thus justified, then Paul was advancing no new doctrine in maintaining that the same thing 
might occur now.”11   
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“In these verses (Ro 4:13-17) Paul employs (Sanday and Headlam) the keywords of his gospel 
(faith, promise, grace) and arrays them against the current Jewish theology (law, works, 
merit).” 
 
Verses 13 through 22 tell us what Abraham believed about God, faith, and justification.  The two 
areas in which these are seen are “the promise” and “his inheritance”.  Verses 13 through 16 
address the issue of “promise” and verses 17 through 22 that of “inheritance”.  What is the 
Promise? The promise is the inheritance.  God promised Abraham that he would be the father 
of many nations (“he would be heir of the world” [v.13], “a father of many nations” [vv. 17, 
18]).  By the example of justification through faith he became the ‘father of all them that believe’.  
The declaration that Abraham would be the father of many nations is equated with the promise 
that he would have innumerable descendants.  Paul sees both of these promises fulfilled in the 
inclusion of Gentiles into the Church.”12  All who believe are recipients of the promise made to 
Abraham.   
 
Verse thirteen begins with “for.”  The promise made to Abraham concerning his inheritance of 
the world was not through the works of the law but (alla) through the righteousness that can 
only be attained by grace through faith (v.13). 
 

A. If the inheritance can be attained through the keeping of law, then faith is made 
void and the promise is of no effect (v. 14). 

B. Why is this so?  Because the law, being transgressed, brings wrath (v. 15). 
 
“Why does the law provoke God’s wrath?  Not because it is an inferior revelation (7:12).  The 
reason God’s wrath is activated by the law is because people fail to keep it.  The fundamental 
problem with those who rely on the law is not located in nationalistic exclusiveness.  Failure to 
keep the stipulations of the law is what prevents those who rely on the law from obtaining the 
promise. When Paul says that there is no transgression without law, he does not intend to say 
that there is no sin apart from the Mosaic law.”13  
 

C. Since it is of faith, it is therefore by grace.  In so being all may partake, both Jew 
and Gentile (v. 16). 

 
“Verse 16 functions as the concluding word to this part of the argument.  In verse 16 Paul says 
that receiving the promise by faith ensures that the promised inheritance is in accord with God’s 
grace. 
 
Faith accords with God’s grace because it simply receives as a gift what he has done.  There is 
probably also the suggestion that faith itself is God’s gift.”14 
  

D. It is through this truth that Abraham can rightly be called the father of those who 
believe and thus fulfill the promise God made to him (v. 17). 

 
“Paul glides, almost imperceptibly – even in the middle of the sentence in verse 17 – from the 
fatherhood of Abraham to the kind of faith that made Abraham a worthy father.  If Abraham by 
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his faith functions as the father of all peoples, and if his faith was counted to him as 
righteousness, then it is imperative to define the nature of his faith.”15  
 

E. Faith laid hold of the visibly impossible and unseen (v. 18). 
 
“The outstanding feature of Abraham’s faith was that it was God-centered.  Such faith in God 
should not be confused with breezy optimism, nor does it involve a denial of external reality.”16   
 
There are three thoughts about faith that must be noted. 
 

1. Faith must never operate in a vacuum.  Faith is not an end, but a means to an 
end. 

2. Faith must always have an object. 
3. The object of faith must always be valid. 
 

F. Abraham’s faith was not placed in his ability to believe, but in God’s ability to 
perform (vv.19-22). 

 
1. The object of Abraham’s faith was God’s resurrecting power (v. 17a). 
2. The object of Abraham’s faith was God’s creative activity (v. 17b) 

 
“Grace not only gives us better than we deserve (Romans 4:4-5); grace gives us what we cannot 
produce: life from the dead -the sight of glory, the hearing of divine truth, the tasting of spiritual 
sweetness.”17  
 
What I find compelling is the historical event Paul uses.  He does not speak of Abraham’s test 
of offering up his son Isaac, but of believing he will be the father of many nations.  It is because 
he believed the first he could carry out the second.  The second event (i.e. offering up Isaac) is 
faith’s work.  Without the verification of this “work” his faith would have been dead.  This 
is the event James references.  Paul the first event (i.e. “faith”) and James faith’s work (i.e. 
“offering up Isaac”). 
 
It is because of this that Abraham was able to believe the impossible.  “Paul describes Abraham’s 
response to this promise in four complementary ways.”18  
 

a. First, He “did not become weak in faith” (v. 19). 
b. Second, “He did not doubt because of unbelief” (v. 20). 
c. Third, “He became strong in faith” (v. 20). 
d. Fourth, “What God promised, He was able to perform” (v. 21). 

 
“The secret of Abraham’s faith is that he acknowledged God’s glory by acknowledging his 
ability to carry out his promises as the resurrecting and sovereign God.  Faith glorifies God 
because it acknowledges that life must be lived in complete dependence on him.  The supreme 
way to worship God is not to work for him but to trust that he will fulfill his promises.”19  
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“Genuine faith adheres to God’s promise despite the whirlwind of external circumstances that 
imperil it.  Most important, faith receives its nourishment by anchoring on the God who made 
the promises.  He can and will fulfill his pledges because he is the resurrecting God who creates 
life out of death, and because he is the sovereign God who summons into existence that which 
does not even exist.”20  
 

G. It was this kind of faith that received the imputation of God’s righteousness (v.22). 
 
V. Conclusion (vv. 23-25) 
 
Just as Abraham so also we; if we believe, we too will be justified.  The object of saving faith for 
those who live in this dispensation is the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Notice how the passage 
breaks this down. 
 

A. A comprehensive invitation (“but for our sake also” vv. 23, 24a) 
B. A substitutionary atonement (“delivered because of our trespasses” v. 25) 
C. An authenticating resurrection (“raised for our justification” v.25). 

 
Without either act we stand condemned.  “The resurrection of Christ constitutes evidence that 
his work on our behalf has been completed.”21   
 

 Friend, are we ready to believe this?   
 Have we believed this?   

 May we live in light of His work in our behalf 
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