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“Much more then, having now 

been justified by His blood, we 

shall be saved from the wrath 

of God through Him. For if while 

we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God through the 

death of His Son, much more, 

having been reconciled, we 

shall be saved by His life.” 

(Romans 5:9, 10) 
 

The Blessings of Justification 

Romans 5:1-11 
 

I. The Benefits of Justification – the peace of God (vv. 1-5) 
 

A. The benefit of . . . peace (v. 1) 
 

1. Justification is appropriated  and applied 
by or through faith  (ek [ablative of cause]) 

 
2. The Lord Jesus Christ is the personal agent 

on which all justification is based  
(dia [ablative of agency]) 

 
B. The benefit of . . . introduction (v. 2)  

 
1. The personal agent through which this access is made available (dia “The 

Lord Jesus Christ”) is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

2. The realm that is now opened to us, because of our Lord Jesus Christ and in 
which we now stand, is grace. 

   
C. The benefit of . . . hope (vv. 3-5) 

 

1. Because of our hope in God there is glory in our affliction (vv. 2b-3a). 
2. Because of our hope in God there is a goal in our affliction (vv. 3b-5). 

 

a. Tribulation produces patience 
b. Patience produces experience 
c. Experience produces hope 
d. Hope leaves me without shame 

 

II. The Basis for Justification – the love of God (vv. 6-11)  
 

A. The love of God reaches out to the weak (v. 6 [without strength]) 
B. The love of God reaches out to the wicked (vv. 7, 8 [ungodly, sinners]) 
C. The love of God reaches out to objects of wrath (v. 9 [wrath) 
D. The love of God reaches out to enemies at war (v. 10 [enemies]) 

 

1. His love is unconditional (“While we were yet sinners” [v. 6]) 
2. His love is punctual (“at the right time” [v. 6]) 
3. His love is substitutionary (“in behalf of/for us” [huper]: 
4. His love is selfless (“for one will scarcely die” v. 7) 
5. His love is public (“shows His love” [v. 8]) 
6. His love is powerful 

a. His love powerfully saves from wrath (v. 9) 
b. His love powerfully reconciles the estranged (vv. 10, 11) 
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ROM. 5:1-11
The CONSEQUENCE

of JUSTIFICATION and 

our BASIS for HOPE

T h e  G O S P E L  E x p l a i n e d  a n d  A p p l i e d  

“ G o d  f u l f i l l s  H i s  P r o m i s e ”

 

JUSTIFICATION

. . . Is by FAITH
[ Fa i t h  i n  w h at ?  Re s u l t i n g  i n  w h at ? ]

 

 

REMEMBER
Therefore (v. 1 “in light of what we have 
just noted”)
•Romans 4:23 But the words “it was counted to him” 
were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours 
also. It will be counted to us who believe in him 
who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who 

was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for 

our justification.
 

OUR PASSAGE
Therefore (v. 1 “in light of what we have 
just noted”)

I. The subjective “experience” (vv. 1-5; 
“. . . then this is real, actual”)

II. The objective “display” (vv. 6-11; “if 
this is real, actual . . .”)

 

Point A

Where we are NOW
Point B

Where we will 

be

We are 

justified

We are being 

justified

We will be 

justified

Past Tense Present Tense Future Tense

 

SUBJECTIVE
A. We have peace (v. 1)

B. We have access (v. 2a)

C. We have hope (v. 2b-5a)

D. We have the Holy Spir i t  (v. 5b)

E. We have reconci l iat ion (vv. 10, 11)

 

These Subjective 

Elements Presuppose . . . 

. . . the following pre-

conditions

Peace Anxiety 

Access Denial 

Hope Despair

Holy Spirit Absence 

Reconciliation War 
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SUBJECTIVE | OBJECTIVE

If vv. 6-11 is true . . . 
[Historical Fact / faith] 

. . . Then verses 1-5 are true 
[Present Reality / faith]. 

 

OBJECTIVE
A. He loved us and died for us when 

we were weak (vv. 6, 7)

B. He loved us and died for us when 
we were wicked (vv. 8, 9)

 

OBJECTIVE
A. He loved us and died for us while 

we were objects of His wrath (v. 9)

B. He loved us and died for us when 
we were at war with Him 

(vv. 10, 11)

 

WHAT NOW?
A. We rejoice in our sufferings (v. 3).

B. We also rejoice in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconciliation 

(v. 11).

 

WHY?
•Romans 4:24 It will be counted to us 
who believe in him who raised 

from the dead Jesus our Lord, 
25 who was delivered up for our 

trespasses and raised for our 

justification. [Cf. Rom. 1:4; Gal. 1:1]
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The Consequences of Justification 
Romans 5:1-11 

 
Questions 

1. What is verse 1 of chapter 5 built off of? 

2. What five “things” does our justification give us in verses 1-5, 10, 11? 

3. What four statements are made in verses 6-10 that communicate a singular idea? 

4. What is the difference or relationship between verses 1-5 and verses 5-11? 

5. As a result of our justification, what are we invited to do (Cf. vv. 3, 11)? 

 
Probably most of us have bought something, convinced of its great value, only to discover with 
time and observation that it was not all we expected it to be. Even when purchasing a new 
automobile, before signing the contract the salesman persuades us to buy an extended service 
policy. Before the car is even driven off the showroom floor, we must begin to worry about the 
car breaking down! There is only one exception—the gospel of Jesus Christ. The gospel of Jesus 
Christ promises men the forgiveness of their sins and the certainty of a relationship with God 
that will last through all eternity. Once we have entered into this relationship with God, through 
faith in Jesus Christ, we discover a whole new world of blessings we had not anticipated, all 
flowing out of our justification by faith. In Romans 5:1-11, Paul enumerates some of the benefits 
of justification. There is a vast difference between the “hype” of our world and the “hope” of the 
gospel. This world’s “hype” always lets us down. But the hope of the gospel only grows. Paul’s 
words in these verses offer some of the most comforting words a Christian will ever hear. For 
those who love God and who desire to explore the riches of His grace, Romans 5:1-11 is a gold 
mine of Biblical truth. Paul speaks here not only of the hope of future blessing, in heaven, but 
the hope which the Christian finds in the very midst of trials and tribulations. For the Christian 
living in this world so filled with despair, this message of hope is sweet indeed. Let us revel in 
the hope of the gospel as we study this passage.”1 
 
“At the beginning of chapter 5, Paul starts with the word 
dikaiothentes -- having been justified/made righteous. The word 
is a participle in the passive voice. Paul is talking about the 
circumstances of the lives of believers -- they are those who have 
been justified, made righteous. (The word dikaosune, which is the 
word in the phrase “righteousness of God,” is one Greek word 
which has two English translations: righteousness and justice. 
 
The same word is the root of the word dikaothentes in 5:1). And 
this has happened to them; they are the recipients of this.”2   
 
“In this paragraph, Paul invites us to join with him in celebrating 
the marvelous benefits conferred upon the justified believer.”3   
 
“While justification brings to the believer a new and permanent status, justification itself is a 
once-for-all act by which God acquits the sinner.  But what is the exact nature of this new status?  

“Much more then, having now 

been justified by His blood, we 

shall be saved from the wrath of 

God through Him. For if while 

we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God through the 

death of His Son, much more, 

having been reconciled, we shall 

be saved by His life.” 

(Romans 5:9, 10) 
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What are the implications for our present lives and for the future?  It is these questions that Paul 
takes up in this paragraph, and in chaps. 5-8 as a whole.”4  
 

For example: 
The justified have peace, etc. – I am justified – I have peace, etc. 

 
“Here we catch our first glimpse of an aspect of salvation that will become a main theme over 
the next four chapters: alienation from God is not merely a matter of breaking some rules, it is a 
signal of cosmic warfare. Humanity has joined its cause with hostile powers arrayed against 
God and God’s purposes for the world.”5 
 
“Justification is God’s reconciliation with the believers; they no longer have him as their enemy, 
instead they are accepted into communion with him.  God’s opposition to the individual ceases 
because the believer is now under the dominion of Jesus and belongs to him.”6   
 
There appears to be two divisions within this chapter; verses 1-11 and 12-21.  We will occupy 
ourselves with verses 1-11.   
 
Consider with me the flow thought of this passage.  Verse 1 draws a conclusion based on the 
preceding thought.  Therefore in light of all we’ve noted, we have peace with and an open 
audience before the Father.  All of this is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  As 
a result of God’s provision we can hope before the glory of God. 

 
“Our starting point for growth assures our endpoint. We start as righteous and so we 
will end up righteous. It is similar to being someone who knows how to swim and 
jumps into the pool at one end and knows -- absolutely knows -- that she is going to 
make it to the other end. Why? Because she knows that she is a swimmer. 
When the person who does not know how to swim jumps in the pool, she does not 
know whether or not she will make it very far. She can try and try and perhaps even 
make it part of the way; but she will do so with fear and expending a lot of her own 
energy and effort. She has to be a swimmer in order to swim. 
Likewise, Paul says that we are justified, we are righteous, and so we will be righteous. 
In saying this, Paul is not discounting that there is a long way for each of us to travel in 
becoming righteous -- but we are those who know how to become righteous because we 
have been made fit for righteousness. And we have been made fit for righteousness 
through faith, and nothing else.”7 
 

By working back from this hope we can rejoice in our tribulation.  It is this hope of the glory of 
God that enables joy in tribulation.  Our tribulation has significance, it has purpose.  The kernel 
truth forming this incredible plant is, “The love of God has been poured out within our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us (v. 5).” 
 
Verses 6-11 expand on the enormity of this love.  We can trust and believe the truth of verses 1-
5 because we have this open and objective displaying of God’s love at Calvary.  Let us now begin 
where Paul begins with the benefits or consequences of this justification. 
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Therefore (v. 1 “in light of what we have just noted”) 
The basis of our justification is rooted in the person and work of Jesus Christ. As a consequence 
of who He is and what He has done . . . . 
 
I. The subjective “experience” (vv. 1-5; “then this is real, actual”) 
 
A. We have . . . peace (v. 1) 

 
The tense usage in this verse is interesting.  “Being justified” is an aorist passive participle. 
Whereas “we have” is a present active indicative.  The aorist passive speaks of a point in time 
activity where the individual stands as a recipient of the action.  God declares the sinner 
righteous when he exercises salvific faith.  It is at the point in time the divine transaction takes  
place. 
 

1. Justification is appropriated/applied by or through faith (ek [ablative of 
cause]) 

 
2. The Lord Jesus Christ is the personal agent on which all justification is 

based (dia [ablative of agency]) 
 
“’Peace with God’ comes through, and only through, ‘our Lord Jesus Christ.’  As the ultimate 
locus of God’s atoning, wrath-averting work, Christ is the one through whom the believing 
sinner receives justification (Romans. 3:25, 26).”8  
 
“Paul’s point is that by virtue of their justification, those who believe already stand in peace 
with God and need not first strive for it (as the ancient church variously emphasized).  Those 
who are justified are transferred into a relationship of fellowship with God which brings about 
their salvation and is therefore designated biblically with the term ‘peace’ (shalom).”9   
 
Consider the implications of peace.  What are its antonyms: friction, war, turmoil, unrest, and 
tensions?  What are its synonyms: rest, harmony, and contentment?   Peace suggests rest.  Prior 
to Calvary we had no rest, now God gives us His rest.  Jesus invites us to Himself in order that 
we might have rest (Matt. 11:28-30). 
 

B. We have . . . access / introduction (v. 2)  
 
“Paul's astonishing claim is that there is only one password we need to remember: Jesus Christ 
and that in Jesus Christ everyone has access to grace. And suddenly the entire picture is reversed. 
It is not that we are striving to reach God, it is that God is striving to reach us—grace. It is not 
that we use Jesus to attain God's mercy, it is that God sends Jesus to enact the mercy that God 
has intended from the beginning of time.”10  
 
To have access is to have an introduction or audience before God as Creator, Judge, and 
Redeemer.  Justification places us in a different position or relationship with/to God.  Not only 
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am I a subject within His kingdom, but a child within His family.  Thus, I can cry, “Abba” 
Father.  Paul uses a perfect active indicative to indicate our initial entrance into His presence 
through the personal agency of our Lord Jesus Christ caused by believing faith.  However, it 
does not end there.  The perfect, as used here, “puts more emphasis on the continuing situation 
of the believer.”11  
 

1. The personal agent through which this access is made available (dia “The 
Lord Jesus Christ”) is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

2. The realm that is now opened to us, because of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
in which we now stand, is grace. 

 
“Grace describes the free, unconstrained manner in which God acts toward his creatures.”12   
 
Again, here is one of those words that will take a lifetime to unpack.  Why; because we live in a 
“strings attached” world.  Nothing is free.  We are raised to be cynical.  We question everything 
and everyone.  Yet grace is just the opposite.  What does Grace mean to God?  Grace means you 
will never live in fear of rejection.  Grace means you will never be unwanted or unloved.  Grace 
means you can cease from your struggle to measure up.  Grace means you will never be a failure 
because of your lack of conformity.  Grace is the manner in which God addresses me as a 
creature and child.  My relationship to God is not one of performance based acceptance or 
conditional love or limited forgiveness.  Because God’s activities toward me are channeled 
through the venue of grace and provided for by the life and death of Jesus Christ I have and can 
experience love without condition, acceptance without requirement, forgiveness without limit, 
favor without merit and service without reward even if . . . even if I never acknowledge such 
gifting. 
 
This is what Jesus Christ has done.  This is what He has made possible.  This is what justification 
did.  This is what you and I can presently enjoy.        
   
 

C. We have . . . hope (vv. 2b-5a) 
 
Peace and access are now.  Hope, however, is a present mindset with an eye to the future.  It is, 
as yet, an unfulfilled expectation.  Notice several things about this hope.  Not only do we have 
hope in God but because of this there is . . .  
 

1. Glory in our affliction (vv. 2b-3a). 
 

2. A goal in our affliction (vv. 3b-5). 
 

a. Tribulation produces patience 
b. Patience produces experience 
c. Experience produces hope 
d. Hope leaves me without shame 
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I found it helpful to work the text backwards; start with hope and end with tribulation.  
Compare what Paul says here with the illustration of Abraham beginning in Romans 4:18ff.  
 
Why can I glory in my affliction?  What is the goal of my affliction?  I can glory in my affliction 
because its goal is that I might stand before God without shame! “Hope, like a muscle, will not 
be strong if it goes unused.”13 “Christians need not fear that the judgment will ‘put them to 
shame,’ in the sense that the foundation on which they have built their lives and hope for 
eternal blessing should prove inadequate (emphasis added).  The confidence we have for the 
Day of Judgment is not based only on our intellectual recognition of the fact of God’s love, or 
even only on the demonstration of God’s love on the cross, but also on the inner, subjective 
certainty that God does love us.”14  
 
Why are we living lives filled with fear?  Why are we afraid of not hearing, ‘well done though 
good and faithful servant’?  I believe it is because we do not understand the fullness of God’s 
unconditional love for His people.  I believe it is because we do not understand the fullness of 
God’s free gift of grace. 
 

A. We have . . . the Holy Spirit (v. 5b) 
 
 

B. We have . . . reconciliation (vv. 10, 11) 
 
“Rom. 5:6 In this and the following verses, Paul grounds the subjective experience of God's 
love (v. 5) in the objective work of Christ on the cross.”15  
  
“For Paul, the love of God is gauged not by spiritual experience but by the death of Christ who 
died for the powerless and the godless.”16   
 
 
 
II. The objective “display” (vv. 6-10; “if this is real, actual”)   
 
“The apostle here describes the fountain and foundation of justification, laid in the death of the 
Lord Jesus. The streams are very sweet, but, if you run them up to the spring-head, you will find 
it to be Christ's dying for us; it is in the precious stream of Christ's blood that all these 
privileges come flowing to us: and therefore he enlarges upon this instance of the love of God 
which is shed abroad. Three things he takes notice of for the explication and illustration of this 
doctrine:—1. The persons he died for, v. 6-8. 2. The precious fruits of his death, v. 9-11. 3. The 
parallel he runs between the communication of sin and death by the first Adam and of 
righteousness and life by the second Adam, v. 12, to the end.”17  
 
“Verse 6-8 form a single argument that demonstrates the abundant and absolute nature of God’s 
love for us.”18  
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Paul uses two great theological words: justification and reconciliation.  “Justification language 
is legal, law-court language, picturing the believer being declared innocent by the judge.  
Reconciliation language, on the other hand, comes from the world of personal relationships.  
‘To reconcile’ means to bring together, or make peace between, two estranged or hostile parties.  
The language of reconciliation is seldom used in other religions because the relationship 
between human beings and the deity is not conceived there in the personal categories for which 
the language is appropriate.”19  
 
“’Reconciliation’ is the termination of enmity.  Paul employs these words in order to establish 
pointedly the personal and present aspect of the justification which is grounded in the 
atonement: God gave up his own Son out of pure love for the sinners who were at enmity with 
him.  In so doing, he ended, from his side, the hostility between God and the wicked.  As those 
who are justified, they now stand in peace with and before him. (v. 1) and may thus call God 
‘(dear) Father’ by virtue of the Holy Spirit which inspires them.  Instead of being God’s enemies, 
they are already his beloved children in the present through Jesus’ sacrificial act and 
resurrection.”20   
 
If I am reconciled, I have fellowship.  Justification produces both.  I cannot have one without the 
other.  If I am justified, I am reconciled and thus have fellowship.  The subjective aspect of this 
may be weak EXPERIENTIALLY, but the REALITY of this truth is rooted in the cross.  Notice 
how the love of God is described in our text. 
 

A. He loved us and died for us while we were weak (v. 6 [without strength]) 
 

B. He loved us and died for us while we were wicked (vv. 7, 8 [ungodly, sinners]) 
 

C. He loved us and died for us while we were objects of His wrath (v. 9 [wrath]) 
 
D. He loved us and died for us while we were at war with Him (v. 10 [enemies]) 

 
Rom. 5:10 As in v. 9, Paul argues from the greater to the lesser, though here he speaks in terms 
of reconciliation (the language of friendship) rather than justification (a legal term). Since 
Christians are now reconciled to God through Christ's death, they can be assured that they will 
be saved on the day to come (here “saved,” Gk. sōzō, includes not only justification at the start 
of the Christian life but also completed sanctification, glorification, freedom from final 
condemnation, and future rewards). But here the salvation is based on his life. The reference is 
to Christ's resurrection, showing that both the death and resurrection of Christ are necessary for 
salvation (see 4:25).”21  
 

1. His love is unconditional (“While we were yet sinners” [v. 6]) 
2. His love is punctual (“at the right time” [v. 6]) 
3. His love is substitutionary (“in behalf of/for us” [huper]N 
4. His love is selfless (“for one will scarcely die” v. 7) 

 

“Paul compares the love of Jesus with that which happens otherwise between us humans.”22 
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5. His love is public (“shows His love” [v. 8]) 
6. His love is powerful 

a. His love powerfully saves from wrath (v. 9) 
b. His love powerfully reconciles the estranged (vv. 10, 11) 

 

“He now passes over to the other part of justification, which consists in the free imputation of 
the obedience of Christ: so that to the remission of sins, there is added moreover and besides, 
the gift of Christ's righteousness imputed or put upon us by faith, which swallows up that 
unrighteousness which flowed from Adam into us, and all the fruits of it: so that in Christ we 
do not only cease to be unjust, but we begin also to be just.”23  
 

“There is no distance between righteousness and love.  Love intends what righteousness brings 
about.  If righteousness removes the guilt, love cancels the enmity.  Both occurred through the 
one, incomprehensibly great process by which God’s disposition toward humanity was made 
new.  Jesus died for the purpose of ending our enmity against God.  This is his mission as the 
Son.”24   
 

God loves His people and His loves provides the sole means whereby sinners can become sons. 
 

“John Buchanan, the former congressman from Alabama, told of how he first began to 
understand the Christian story. He was serving on the front in the Second World War. He and 
a group of his fellow soldiers were advancing when the enemy lobbed a grenade into their 
midst. Instantly one of Buchanan's fellow soldiers fell on the grenade, absorbed the explosion 
and gave up his life for his friends. 
 

We struggle to come up with a doctrine of the atonement, and all the classical solutions seem 
fall short. Paul was blessed by a richly unsystematic mind. His language about what Jesus does 
shift from verb to verb: Christ saves; Christ justifies; Christ reconciles. His description of what 
Christ does shift from metaphor to metaphor: an obedient second Adam undoes the 
disobedience of the first. A sinless man is made to be sin. A godly Messiah dies for ungodly 
people.  
 
The claim outreaches all our metaphors. The name embraces all our weaknesses: Jesus Christ, 
access to God's grace; where we stand.”25  
 
APPLICATION 

 Verse eleven ends where verse two began.  We can rejoice and have joy because of our 
justification by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The question for us today is simple, do we?   

 Do we rejoice in our justification?   

 Are we bathing in God’s unconditional goodness to us who were once guilty sinners?   

 May God enable us to feel fully His marvelous grace 
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