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WHY JESUS MATTERS

Understanding the Gospel as to Your 
POSITION

 

ROM. 6:15-23
Freedom from Law ’s  S lavery

“Free at last, Free at last, Thank 

God almighty we are free at last.”
T h e  G O S P E L  E x p l a i n e d  a n d  A p p l i e d  

“ G o d  f u l f i l l s  H i s  P r o m i s e ”

 

•A - By no means! (6:15-23)

•Q2 -
15

Are we to sin 
because we are not 
under law but under 
grace? 

 

BIG IDEA
• God, in Jesus, has forever 

changed our relationship 
to sin and to the Law.

 

• Freedom from Sin’s 

Tyranny | Authority 

(6:1-14)

• Freedom from the LAW’S 

Slavery (6:15-23)

 

Our Passage (vv. 15-23)

The Question (v. 15) “Are we Lawless”

The Principle (vv. 16-18) “We are Slaves”

The Contrast (vv. 19-23) “Death or Life”

 

THE QUESTION
• If we are no longer under the 

Law, are we lawless?

 

THE PRINCIPLE
•NO! Why? Because we are no 
longer slaves to sin and death. 
NOW, We are slaves to 
righteousness and life.
•Q - Who is now telling us how to live?

•A - The HOLY SPIRIT.
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• You are not ping ponging between in adam and in christ

I n  A d a m
S i n ’ s  M a s t e r y

L a w ’s  S l a v e r y

I n  C h r i s t
F r e e  f r o m  S i n ’ s  M a s t e r y

F r e e  f r o m  t h e  L a w ’s  S l a v e r y
 

WHAT HAPPENED?
•When you chose Jesus, you chose to follow 
Him. This was a point in time with continued 
effects (Cf. Matt. 16:24-28).

•In that “moment” you were baptized into His 
death (Rom. 6:1ff). In so doing, you died to 
sin. You are no longer under its authority and 
you are no longer in slavery to the LAW.

 

WHAT HAPPENED?
•In your identification with Him, you died 
to sin, but are now alive in Christ. 

•In your identification with Him, you died 
to the LAW.

•This choice made you a slave to Him.

 

WHAT HAPPENED?
•You are never without a country or 
citizenship. There is always a 
constitution (i.e. Law) you are obeying.

•In your case, it is the kingdom of God, 
union with Christ, and the sure working 
of the Holy Spirit.

 

19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. 

B e f o r e  t h e  C r o s s A f t e r  t h e  C r o s s
19 For just as you once presented your 

members as slaves to impurity and to 

lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, 

so now present your members as 

slaves to righteousness leading to 

sanctification.

20 For when you were slaves of sin, you 

were free in regard to righteousness. 

21 But what fruit were you getting at 

that time from the things of which 

you are now ashamed? 

For the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been set 

free from sin and have become slaves 

of God, the fruit you get leads to 

sanctification and its end, eternal life. 

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.
 

 

•Three Things
1. To Whom

2. How Inclusive Is Our 
Justification?

3. What Does Justification Mean 
To An Old Testament Jew?

 

TO WHOM
•Paul writes to a blended church, 
but it is predominately JEWISH.

•All Jews would keep the Law as part 
of their Jewishness. Gentiles in the 
NT would not.
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TO WHOM
•In Jesus, the Law no longer 
identifies you as part of God’s 
Covenant Community or keeps you 
in good graces with God and His 
covenant community.

 

THE POINT
•Let us note three quick thoughts 
before walking into our passage. 

•First, we are joined to Jesus and 
what is true of Him is true of us.

 

THE POINT
•Second, what God gives to you, He 
works in you, and through you to 
those around you [i.e. imputed 
righteousness; the Holy Spirit; 
United with Jesus].

 

THE POINT
•Third, what sin does to you in the 
horizontal cannot undo what grace 
did for you in the vertical.

 

WHITE NOISE
•All this theology becomes white noise. 
Why? Because it does not appear to 
really make a difference in our lives. 
What you and I often fail to grasp is the 
significance of the change that has 
happened. Read with me Hab. 3:17-19.

 

GREAT DAY!?!
•Who you are vertically in Christ always 
changes who are you horizontally in the 
flesh.

•Who you are horizontally in the flesh 
can never alter or change who you are 
vertically in Christ.

 

GREAT DAY!?!
•This dynamic only flows one way. It is 
always flowing down. What we do 
cannot alter who we are.

 

GREAT DAY!?!
•Your behavior never changes God’s 
attitude or opinion toward you. He 
always sees you as righteous in His Son. 
Thus, He is always pleased with the 
work of His Son both in you and through 
you to those around you.
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GREAT DAY!?!
•Your sin has an intrinsic demerit and 
inherent consequence, but this is 
always in the horizontal and never in 
the vertical.

•Now, let us consider our text and see if we 
cannot hear the Holy Spirit from this Holy 
Writ?  

NOW WHAT?
•Romans 6 provides the “real time” 
implications of justification in the 
life of His people.  

 

NOW WHAT?
•If justification frees me from sin’s 
authority and the Law’s slavery, 
then should I continue in sin in 
order that grace might abound and  
am I now lawless?  

 

What is Meant by 

JUSTIFICATION

 

Rom. 3:24, 25

Justification

Redemption

Propitiation

Rom. 4:24

Imputation

Rom. 5:10, 11

Reconciliation

Rom. 5:12ff

The Defeat of Sin 

and

The Reign of Grace

ROMANS 1-5

 

JUSTIFICATION
• The clearing of the guilty [justification]

• The freeing of the indebted [redemption]

• The placating of the wrathful [propitiation]

• The gifting of the undeserving [imputation]

• The restoring of the alienated [reconciliation]

• The vindicating of the accused [God]

• The delivering of the enslaved [Rom. 5:12-21]
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Just i f i cat io n

“ Yo u  are  Save d”

Sa nct i f i cat io n

“ You  are  b e ing  Save d”

G lor i f i cat io n

“ Yo u sh a l l  b e  Save d”

 

3 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes 

that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. 
2 Let me ask you only this: 

“JUSTIFICATION” | Getting Saved “SANCTIFICATION”
“Progressively Forming to Who Jesus Is”

Did you receive the Spirit by works 

of the law

or by hearing with faith? 

3 Are you so foolish? Having begun 

by the Spirit, 

are you now being perfected by the 

flesh? 

5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to 

you and works miracles among you 

do so by works of the law, 

or by hearing with faith—

6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”?
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How Would a Jew Understand 

JUSTIFICATION

 

Tabernacle

Priesthood

SacrificesFeast Days

Rules and 
Regulations

 

The 

LAW

Civil 

Ceremonial

Moral

G a l .  3 : 1 0 ;  J a m .  1 : 1 0

 

C I V I L

1  K i n g s  2 1 : 1 f f

K i n g  A h a b  |  N a b o t h

C E R E M O N I A L

E x o d .  2 0 : 3 ,  4

T h e  G o l d e n  C a l f

M O R A L

2  S a m .  1 1 : 1 f f

D a v i d  |  B a t h s h e b a

 

• Rom 3:19 Now we know 
that whatever the Law 
says, it speaks to those 
who are under the Law, 
so that every mouth 
may be closed and all 
the world may become 
accountable to God; 20 
because by the works of 
the Law no flesh will be 
justified in His sight; for 
through the Law comes 
the knowledge of sin.

 

C I V I L

1  K i n g s  2 1 : 1 f f

K i n g  A h a b  |  N a b o t h

C E R E M O N I A L

E x o d .  2 0 : 3 ,  4

T h e  G o l d e n  C a l f

M O R A L

2  S a m .  1 1 : 1 f f

D a v i d  |  B a t h s h e b a

 

•As Hebrews 10:1 states, 

“The law is only a shadow of 
the good things that are 

coming—not the realities 
themselves.”

 

BUT . . .
It is a SHADOW!
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•Like all SHADOW, the LAW
could only POINT, it could not 

PROVIDE. The LAW said, “I 
CAN’T, BUT GOD CAN, AND 

JESUS [WILL] DID.”
 

5 5

God

2 Tablets 

of Stone

Israel
Covenant 

Breakers

Cross 

“Hard Stop”

Church
Commandment

Keepers

 

JESUS
• The entire LAW finds its fulfillment 

in Jesus. What Jesus did was fulfill 
the LAW. 

• He did what the LAW was designed 
to do.

 

JESUS
• The LAW as shadow tells the Story.  

• Jesus is the perfect representative. 

• He does for us what we could 
never ever do for ourselves.

 

Today ’s Church

 

WHAT NOW?
• We still think we have to do something 

to gain what we already have.

• I believe there are a “million” little 
things we can do to empower and 
enable the horizontal.

• BUT none of this affects the vertical.

 

WHAT’S NEXT?

Rom. 7:2 For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while 

he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of 

marriage.
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The Triumph of Grace over the Power of Sin: Freedom from the Law’s Slavery 

Romans 6:15-23 
  

 “But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of 
teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.” 

(Romans 6:17, 18) 
 

What is the tone of our entire study?  Listen carefully to its glorious theme as captured by Moule: 
 
“Sin shall be no more your tyrant-creditor, holding up 
the broken law in evidence that it has right to lead you 
off to a pestilential prison, and to death.  Your dying 
Savior has met your creditor in full for you, and in 
Him you have entire discharge in that eternal court 
where the terrible plea once stood against you.  Your 
dealings as debtors are now not with the enemy who 
cried for your death, but with the Friend who has 
bought you out of his power.”1   
 

“Since God revealed his righteousness without the cooperation of the law, the power in charge 
of the believer is not the law but grace.”2   
 
“In 6:14 Paul summarizes 6:1-13 saying that Christians are under grace and are no longer under 
law. This statement, however, could be misunderstood to mean that Christians are free to be 

lawless. Paul anticipates such a ludicrous misreading of his gospel, that he surfaces the question 
and deals with it in 6:15-23. There is always the danger that the doctrine of grace might be 
misunderstood to mean license (Rom 3:8), but Paul’s gospel will have none of it. If a person 
gives themselves to sin, under the pretense of grace, they will soon find themselves a slave to 
sin and all that goes with that, i.e., death in all its aspects.”3  
 
By practicing positional truth the saved can have victory over daily sin.  Yet the question 
remains, “Will grace protect the believer from sinning?”  Paul’s big idea is that no man can serve 
two masters.  “There is one basic theme – the Christian’s freedom from sin’s tyranny or 
lordship – dominates the entire chapter.”4  
 
What does Paul want the believer to “walk” away with in Romans 6:15-23? 

 Grace is not a license to sin (v.15). 

 All people are slaves to something or someone. 

 What you obey is your master. 

 To obey sin is to die eternally. 

 To obey God is to live forever. 

 Obedience originates from the heart. 

 To obey God is to be free from sin. 

 You must present yourself (v.19).  The situation you are in is a result of the choices you made, 
make, will make. 

 No good will come by presenting yourself to sin. 

A Sn ap shot  o f  th e Book of  Roman s 

A Th eology  of  .  .  .   

Sect ion 1:  Cond emnat ion (1 :18-3:20)  

Sect ion 2:  Ju st i f ica t ion (3:21-5:21)  

Sect ion 3:  Sanct i f i cat ion  (Chap s:  6 -8)  

Sect ion 4:  In corp orat ion  (Chap s:  9 -11)  

Sect ion 5 :  Imp l icat ion  (Chaps:  12-15:13)  
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 As a believer you are free from sin and enslaved to God. 

 Sin and righteousness are opposites. 
 
Consider where we have been and where we are to be going.  Romans 1:18-3:20 begins by 
placing us where we need to be: in a state of want.  Romans 3:21-5:21 shows the power of God’s 
redemptive love in the salvation of man’s soul.  It is by grace through faith that man can be 
declared righteous before a holy God.  Romans 6-8, however, seek to move the believing 
individual from the judicial to the experiential.  We have been declared righteous, now we are 

to become righteous.  “Justification – acquittal from the guilt of sin – and sanctification – 
deliverance from ‘sinning’ – must never be confused, but neither can they be separated.”5  “It 
needs to be stressed at the outset in the exposition of this chapter that the fact of having died to 
sin is the fundamental premise of the apostle’s thought.”6  
 
Romans 6:1-23 gives the triumph of grace over the power of sin.  Verse 1-14 shows the freedom 
from sin’s tyranny (it is no longer my master) and verses 15-23 give the freedom from the Law’s 
slavery (it is no longer my motivation).  Chapter 7 provides the freedom from Law’s 
responsibility.  Unfortunately most believers resign themselves to sin’s dominion.  However, 
grace has liberated us from sin’s mastery and thus we can have freedom from sin in this life.  
Romans 6 shows the believer how this can take place.  Like 6:1 the passage before us begins with 
a question. 
 
We wish to separate holiness from righteousness in order to live in the abstract.  You are 
righteous, you must be righteous.  “The resolve to obedience is the evidence characterizing the 
believer.”7  I do not believe Paul is speaking of theoretical truth, but truth that impacts us right 
now.  “By virtue of Christ’s resurrection the age to come has invaded the present evil age, and 
thus even now believers should walk in newness of life.”8   
 
Let us consider the text. 
 

I. The Question – “Are we Lawless” (v. 15).  
 

A. The question 
 
Some think grace is a license to sin.  Verse one asks, “Should we sin that grace might abound?”  
Here the question is, “Can we sin since graces abounds?”  Paul’s response to each is emphatic.  
Freedom from sin is not a freedom to sin. 
 
The issue is one of presenting the members of your body as an instrument of expression to either 
sin or righteousness.   
 
“The principle established by the question is that we are the bond slaves of that to which we 
present ourselves for obedience.”9   
 
“If one claims to be ‘under grace’ and yet lives as a slave to sin, then the claim is nullified by 
one’s conduct.  Those who live under grace show that they are under grace because they have a 



 

 

205 

new master (God) and are liberated from their old master (sin).  Paul refuses to accept any 
abstract understanding of grace separated from concrete daily living.  Grace does not merely 
involve the forgiveness of sins.  It also involves power in which the mastery and dominion of 
sin are broken.”10  
 

B. The answer  
 
God forbid!  May it never be!  Such thinking is completely contrary to the work of God in the 
life of those who believe.  Grace and sin are antithetical.  Neither exists where the other abounds. 

 
II. The Principle – “We are Slaves” (vv. 16-18) 

 
A. The imagery of slavery and obedience (v. 16) 
 

Verse 16 tells us what exists.  “Verses 16b-23 provides the reasons why sin should not be 
pursued.”11 “Don’t you know” speaks of a fact that Paul assumes is known by his readers.  
Historically there was a point in time when you had to make a choice.  You had to decide as to 
whether or not you were going to be the servant of sin or the servant of God.  Herein exists the 
strength of this passage.  No man can serve two masters.   
 
“People serve one of two lords, righteousness or lawlessness.  What is emphasized in this 
section, though, is the responsibility of believers to choose their master.”12  
 
“Unbelievers are totally subservient to sin as a power that exerts authority over their lives, but 
the slavery envisioned is not coercion.  People do not submit to sin against their will.  Rather, 
they ‘freely’ and spontaneously choose to sin.  In other words, unbelievers are slaves to sin in 
that they always desire to carry out the dictates of their master.  This does not mean that those 
with addictions (e.g., to alcohol, pornography, or gambling) never wish to be freed.  It means 
that the desire for these things is ultimately greater than the desire to be freed from [these 
things].  Sinning is what they want to do.  Only God, therefore, can release them from such 
subjection, for new desires are necessary to escape the bondage of sin.”13  
 
“The last part of the verse has the purpose of convincing Christians of the seriousness of this 
practical obedience by making it clear that there are two, and only two, options open to every 
person and that these options carry serious consequences.  Either one is the slave of sin or a slave 
of ‘obedience.’  Paul makes it clear in this ‘either … or’ that there is no ‘possibility of neutrality’.  
One is never ‘free’ from a master, and those non-Christians who think that they are ‘free’ are 
under an illusion created and sustained by Satan.  The choice with which people are faced is not 
‘Should I retain my freedom or give it up and submit to God?’ but “should I serve sin or should 
I serve God?’  But Paul is writing to Christians, and we, too, must not forget that to sin is to 
submit ourselves as slaves to sin.”14  
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B. The choice made in justification (vv. 17, 18)  
 
When you chose God you were set free from sin and became a slave to righteousness.  You do 
not go from obedience to disobedience like a light switch.  This describes God’s work of 
translocation.  You went from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of His dear Son (Col. 
1:13).  You can no longer go back to your old way of life. 
 
 “Grace does not simply involve forgiveness of sins; it also involves a transfer of lordship, so 
that believers are no longer under the tyranny of sin [or the slavery of the Law].  As believers 
experience victory over sin, their confidence in a full and complete triumph over both sin and 
death increases.”15 “Paul contends that grace inevitably involves a change of masters.  It so 
transforms a person that he or she desires the fruit of holiness (vv. 21, 22).  Slavery to 
righteousness is an indication or sign that believers live under a new lord.”16  
 
Listen carefully to the words of Matthew Henry concerning our struggle against sin as presented 
in Romans 6:14. 

 
“God's promises to us are more powerful and effectual for the mortifying of sin than 

our promises to God. Sin may struggle in a believer, and may create him a great deal of 
trouble, but it shall not have dominion; it may vex him, but shall not rule over him.”17   

 
III. The Contrast – “Death or Life” (vv. 19-23) 

 
Let me explain further because of your experience.  God, through our actions, invites us to be 
who we are.  There is an imperative in the passage.  It is found in verse 19 and it is the word 
‘yield’ or ‘present’. 
 
“The imperative ‘present yourselves as slaves to righteousness’ in v.19b is the center of the 
paragraph.  But this command does not, and cannot, stand in isolation.  We can, and must, serve 
righteousness because God has freed us from sin and made us slaves to righteousness.  The 
‘imperative’ grows out of, and reflects, the ‘indicative.’”18  Paul uses a common picture of a slave 
to a master.   
 

“The institution of slavery, well known to his readers, is the medium through which he 
expresses the truth.  The dullness of our understanding makes it necessary that we be 
taught the truth in figures drawn from the sphere of our human relations.”19   

 
“Paul insists that even ‘under grace’ there are obligations of obedience that must be taken 
seriously.  For, as Paul makes clear, there is no such thing as human ‘autonomy,’ a freedom from 
all outside powers and influences.  Either people are under the power of sin, or they are under 
the power of God.  The question is not, then, whether one will have a master, but which master 

one will serve.  Serving sin, Paul shows, leads to death; serving God, to life.”20  
  
“The function of verses 21-23 is to clarify any ambiguity or uncertainty that may linger in the 
minds of the readers.”21 Paul provides for us the basis for the appeal to yield ourselves to God.   
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Under sin you were not obligated to be righteous.  But what were the benefits of living under 
sin?  None! 

 
Notice how justification produces a fruit which is sanctification and whose end is eternal life.  
Notice also how our identification with Christ and through His death and resurrection the result 
is “bearing fruit for God (7:4).”  The Scripture never separates justification from sanctification.  
The faith appropriating life produces fruit.  This is the truth and tension between 
justification by faith and the resultant fruit.  You cannot have one without the other.   
 
“At this juncture divine grace is described by means of the two formulas of justification and 
sanctification.  The dissection of grace into two sequential gifts does not originate with Paul.  
Paul saw no reason for dissecting the Christian experience in this manner because, for him, the 
believing adherence to the Lord fully determines the individual’s knowledge and volition and 
submits the entire structuring of his life to the effectiveness of Christ.”22   
 
Verse twenty-three restates a central theme in both verses 21 and 22 and brings the text to an 
impressive conclusion.  “This verse not only explains the contrasting ‘outcomes’ of death and 
life specified in vv.22-23 but also brings the entire chapter to a fitting climax.”23 “Paul addresses 
believers in verse 23.  Those who are slaves to sin will receive the wages that that master pays 
– eternal death.  The thrust of Paul’s argument in verses 16-23 is that being under grace does not 
encourage believers to sin.  For if their lives evidence slavery to sin, then the consequence will 
be eternal destruction.  The power of grace must lead to a transformed life, for holiness of life is 
necessary for life eternal.  Those who are slaves of righteousness have been liberated from sin 
by the grace of God.  If they practice righteousness, it is an evidence of his grace in their lives.”24  
 
APPLICATION 
 

 Stop sinning.   

 Start realizing that you have a choice to make. 

 Realize that sin brings shame and death.   

 Realize that obedience brings sanctification and life. 
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