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WHY JESUS MATTERS
 

ROM. 3
• The clearing of the guilty [justification]

• The freeing of the indebted [redemption]

• The placating of the wrathful [propitiation]

• The vindicating of the accused (vv. 25, 26)

 

ROM. 5

 

ROM. 6
•You are dead to sin (vv. 2, 11)

•You are no longer enslaved to sin (v. 6)

•You have been set free from sin (v. 7)

•Sin no longer has dominion over you (v. 14)

 

ROM. 7
•You are free from the LAW

 

LAW
US

SIN
CONDEMNED 

LAW JESUS
NOT

Condemned 
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THE POINT
• In Adam, we were LAW 

BREAKERS ;  but in Jesus,  

we are COMMANDMENT 

KEEPERS .

 

OUTLINE
I. No Condemnation in Christ (vv. 1-11)

II. No Obligation to the Flesh (vv. 12-17a)

III. No Frustration in Suffering (vv. 17b-30)

IV. No Separation from His Love (vv. 31-39)

 

REMEMBER
• Jesus is the debt canceller (3)

• Jesus is the sin destroyer (5)

• Jesus is the chain breaker (6)

 

•Walking in Newness of Life

•Without Condemnation
 

 

THE POINT
•God, in Christ, has done for us 
what we could not do for 
ourselves. Therefore . . .
• “No guilt in life, no fear in death

This is the pow'r of Christ in me” [In Christ Alone]

 

The only condition for 
no condemnation is 
met by Jesus. Jesus 

becomes for us what 
we cannot become for 

ourselves.
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Non - Experiential

Unconditional Experiential

Conditional

 

It is the Spirit of God 
given to us that 
works in us and 

through us to those 
around us.

 

AMAZING. . . 
•God loves you without condition,

•He accepts you without requirement,

•He forgives you without limit,

•He favors you without merit, and

•He serves you without reward.

 
 

FRIENDS . . .
God, in Christ, has done 
something for you that you 
cannot do for yourself. Where 
Adam has failed; Jesus would 
succeed. 

 

FRIENDS . . .
In Jesus, you and I are freed from 
the authority of sin and death.
In Jesus, the LAW has been 
fulfilled. And there is therefore 
now no condemnation.
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EMPHASIS
• Your victory over sin and 

death is not defined or 
determined by what you do; 
but by what HE did. I t  is  
f inished!

 

EMPHASIS
• Your acceptance by God is not 

defined or determined by 

what you do; but by what HE 
did. I t  is  f inished!

 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND ME

1. The Holy Spirit frees me from the law of sin 

and death (Rom. 8:2).

2. The Holy Spirit dwells within me (Rom. 8:9, 11).

3. The Holy Spirit will raise up my mortal body 

(Rom. 8:11).

4. The Holy Spirit puts do death the works of the 

flesh (Rom. 8:13).
 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND ME

5. The Holy Spirit leads me (Rom. 8:14).

6. The Holy Spirit adopts me into the Father’s 

family (Rom. 8:15).

7. The Holy Spirit assures me of my inclusion in 

the Father’s family (Rom. 8:16).

8. The Holy Spirit intercedes and enables my 

praying (Rom. 8:26, 27).

 

VV. 28-31
•Freedom from doubt (vv. 28-31).

•Freedom from debt (v. 32).

•Freedom from accusation (v. 33).

•Freedom from condemnation (v. 34).

•Freedom from separation (vv. 35-39).
 

NOW WHAT?

 

WHAT’S NEXT?

Chapters 9-11
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No Separation from God’s Love 

 

“The Unconditional Love of God” 

Citizens of Another Country 

 

Romans 8:31-39 

  
Original sermon: 5/27/07; Revised 1/22/20 

 
The apostle concludes his treatise on sanctification in a spectacular manner.  Romans 8:31-39 is 
breathtaking.  Again, the apostle concludes one thought and in so doing, introduces another.  
This paragraph is in response to the entire thought presented in chapters 6, 7, and 8.  In light of 
our union with Christ and the certainty of God fulfilling His purpose, can we ever be separated 
from the love of God?  What follows resembles a doxological outburst and expression of 
worship.  
 
Have you ever considered the unconditional nature of God’s relationship to you?  Our text 
assures us that we are the objects of HIS LOVE and it is this love that is unconditional.  We must 
not allow our fickle nature to taint how we are to view His love for us.  Our emotions deceive 
us and we ride a rollercoaster of feelings ranging from intense lust and passion to shallow 
indifference.  It is His unconditional love for us that guarantees a freedom from doubt, debt, 
accusation, condemnation, and separation.  There was absolutely nothing you or I did to merit 
His love.  The only way in which He could love us is through the merit of His Son’s death.   
 
As citizens of another country, we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us (8:37).  
Our placement under the reign of grace is because of who God is and what He has done.  The 
fact that our God reigns causes us to be the beneficiaries of His incomprehensible activity.  For 
the purpose of God to fail for His people, His love for them would have to fail.  Because each 
thought is inseparably linked to the other, neither one is capable of failing.  There are five 
freedoms all believers enjoy because of their union with Christ.  Remember, this union is a result 
of the Holy Spirit baptizing us into the merit of our Lord Jesus and His finished work.  He begins 
by noting how we are free from doubt. 
 

I. Freedom from doubt (vv. 28-31). 
 
The “these things” of verse 31 are referencing not only Romans 8:28-30, but everything from 
Romans 6:1 up to this point.  Often we are plagued by our own doubt.  We really wonder if it is 
all true and if this is real or just a bad joke.  Our passage assures us that what God has begun, 
He will finish.     
 

II. Freedom from debt (v. 32). 
 
There is no deficiency in the nature of what God has provided.  The outpouring of God’s 
resources forms the basis of grace and is, therefore, incomprehensible.  Why would we, how 
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could we question the certainty of the end or the fulfillment of His promises when they are based 
on the giving of the greater gift of God the Father offering up His only begotten Son? 
 
The offering the Father made in His Son was “in behalf of” His people.  He did for them what 
they could never do for themselves.  The words “freely give” comes from the word “grace.”  
God’s activity toward me is grace based.  He can give freely all that He has because He gave 
freely the greatest possession in offering up the second member of the Godhead for the good of 
His people. 
 

III. Freedom from accusation (v. 33). 
 
If my righteousness before God is sourced in His work for me, what created thing can possible 
raise any accusation that could affix itself to me?  Not even God will undo what He has done. 
 

IV. Freedom from condemnation (v. 34). 
 
There are four reasons as to why I am free from condemnation. 
 

A. Jesus Christ died for my sin 
B. Jesus Christ was raised from the dead 
C. Jesus Christ sits at the right hand of God 
D. Jesus Christ intercedes for me 

 
The intercessory ministry of the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ the Son guarantees the outcome 
promised.  If our non-condemnation is fully sourced in the cross work of Jesus Christ, then who 
can condemn us?  When we stand in the courtroom of heaven, who will be able to charge us 
with wrong as to discredit the judgment of God for us? 
 

V. Freedom from Separation (vv. 25-39) 
 
The issue is not my love for God (which tragically proves fickle), but rather His love for me.  
What can separate me from God’s love for me?  There is nothing natural or supernatural that 
can separate me from God’s love for me.  No matter what the charge is or from whom it is 
raised, I overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved me.  This victory is not from me or 
by me; it is a victory that has been attributed to my account. 

 
Although God’s love for His people is unconditional, there was a basis for God’s love being 
unconditional and that was the sending and sacrificing of His only begotten Son.  It is equally 
true that I must accept this by faith or I will not enjoy it.  Take some time and step back to 
meditate on the unconditional nature of God’s love for you.   
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APPLICATION: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
“For I am persuaded” (pepeismai gar). Perfect passive participle of peithô, "I stand convinced." 

 
1. Are you persuaded?  The unconditional nature of God’s love for His people is non-

negotiable.  I believe it is tragic if for whatever reason you believe that the love of 
God is not for you.  There is nothing you have done or will do that can separate you 
from the love of the Father for His people. 

2. I do not know your past or your present or your future, but I do know this: that as 
His child there is nothing you can do to undo what He has done. 
a. perhaps you have murdered someone in your past 
b. perhaps you have had an abortion 
c. perhaps you have been an adulterer 
d. perhaps you have been a drug addict 
e. perhaps you have abused alcohol 
f. perhaps you have been a pedophile 
g. perhaps you have been a horrible spouse 
h. perhaps you have been an abusive parent 
i. perhaps you have cheated and lied on your tax returns 
j. perhaps you have caused the destruction of another person’s character through 

your devilish tongue 
k. perhaps you have been addicted to sexual immorality 
l. perhaps you have been a source of destruction to the body of Christ 

 
Stuart Townsend captures the power of this idea in his song, “How Deep The Father’s Love.”  
Read carefully the following lyrics and especially note stanza two. 
 

How Deep The Father's Love, by Stuart Townsend 
How deep the Father's love for us  
How vast beyond all measure  

That he should give His only Son  
To make a wretch His treasure  

How great the pain of searing loss  
the Father turns His face away  

As wounds which mar the Chosen One  
Bring many sons to Glory  

 
Behold the Man upon the cross  
My sin upon His shoulders  

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice  
Call out among the scoffers  

It was my sin that held Him there  
Until it was accomplished  

His dying breath had brought me life  
I know that it is finished [emphasis added] 
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I will not boast in anything  

No gifts, no power, no wisdom  
But I will boast in Jesus Christ  
His death and resurrection  

Why should I gain from his reward?  
I can not give an answer  

But this I know with all my heart  
His wounds have paid my ransom  

 
But this I know with all my heart  
His wounds have paid my ransom 

 
This is who I am apart from Christ.  The Holy Spirit describes for me my miserable estate in 
Romans 5:6-10.  It equally establishes my shameful existence in Romans 1-3.  Yet, not only 
despite this existing condition, but rather because of this existing condition, He loves me.  
Because of who I am and because of who He is, this love for me from Him must be unconditional.  
Do you not now see?  There is nothing you can do to merit any blessing or favor from God.  You 
brought nothing to the equation.  The transaction between God and man must be by grace alone 
in Christ alone or all is lost. 
 
It is a mockery of the highest order that you would even think that somehow your actions are 
repaying God for services rendered.  How foolish.  Until you see yourself for what you are apart 
from Him and see the nature of what He did and why it was done, you will never be able to rest 
in His cross.  In addition, all of your relationships will be governed by fear, guilt, and bondage 
instead of love, purity, and freedom. 
 

 If you are a believer there is nothing you have done or will do that can separate you 
from God’s love or cause His purpose for you to fail.  This does not negate the inherent 
demerit to the sin, but God’s love for you is unconditional and constant. 

 If you are an unbeliever then your only hope is the unconditional love of God.  He 
stands with arms outstretched, give way to His loving embrace.  Do not let the devil’s 
lies blind you to the love of God.  You will never be clean enough to merit His love for 
you.  He loves you where you are at.   

 
 
 


