
MAY IT NEVER BE [NASB] 
Fifteen times “May it never be” occurs in the NT. Once in Luke 20:16 and then all fourteen in Paul’s 

Letters. Paul uses “May it never be” in his letters. Of those occurrences it is used once in Corinthians 

and three times in Galatians. The remaining ten occur in Romans. 

 

Ro 3:3 What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it? 

4 May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man [be found] a liar, as it is written, 

"THAT THOU MIGHTEST BE JUSTIFIED IN THY WORDS, AND MIGHTEST PREVAIL WHEN THOU ART 

JUDGED." 

 

Ro 3:5 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? The God 

who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is He? (I am speaking in human terms.) 6 May it never be! For 

otherwise how will God judge the world? 

 

Ro 3:31 Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary, we establish the 

Law.  [Cf. Romans 10:4, 5] 

 

Ro 6:1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 2 May it never 

be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 

 

Ro 6:15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be! 

 

Ro 7:7 ¶ What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have 

come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had 

not said, "YOU SHALL NOT COVET." 

 

Ro 7:13 Therefore did that which is good become [a cause of] death for me? May it never be! Rather 

it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is good, 

that through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful. 

 

Ro 9:14 ¶ What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 

 

Ro 11:1 ¶ I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an 

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

 

Ro 11:11 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their 

transgression salvation [has come] to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. 

 

Every occurrence in Romans seems to suggest some kind of divine imbalance in God’s integrity, justice, 

faithfulness, righteousness in keeping His Word. Why is this an issue in Romans? Because Gentiles are 

becoming part of God’s Covenant Community apart from the Law and those who have the Law are 

being excluded from God’s Covenant Community. Why this Gentile inclusion? Because they have faith 

in Christ. Why this Jewish exclusion? They are rejecting faith in Christ and seeking to merit inclusion 

through the works of the Law. 

 



 

1Co 6:15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the 

members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? May it never be! 

Ga 2:17 "But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is 

Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be! 

Ga 3:21 Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given 

which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law. 

Ga 6:14 But may it never be that I should boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
 


