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Working Premise: Paul writes Romans because the local churches are divided over non-biblical issues.  

By starting where Paul ends we can see why he wrote what he did.  The church struggled with the mixing 

of Jews and Gentiles. In the OT, coming under the Law identified the people of God. In the NT, the Law 

no longer identified one as part of God’s Covenant Community. The Jewish people and the believing 

Gentiles become the people of God by having faith in Jesus.  
 

Paul is not urging them to change their behavior toward things, but to change their attitude toward those 

who differ with them over non-biblical issues [Rom. 14:1ff]. In so doing, the behavior of others will 

change.  Those within the church who “wave their territorial flags with too much vigor and thus alienate 

and divide are to be marked and removed.”  Let us note this flow of beginning at the end. 

 

Romans 16:17-20 

“Keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances” 
| 

Romans 15:5, 6, 7 

“Same mind, one accord, one voice” 

“Accept one another” 
| 

Romans 14:13 

“Let us not judge one another anymore” 
| 

Romans 13:10 [cf. 12:9] 

“Love is the fulfillment of the Law” 
| 

Romans 12:1, 2 

“Worship” 

“The Gospel Unifies the Church” [12-16] 
| 

Romans 9-11 

“Re-Creation” 

The Gospel fulfills God’s Promises to Israel” 
| 

Romans 3:21-8:39 

“Redemption in two parts” 

Justification 3:21-5:21 [Pt. 1] 

“God is Just and the Justifier of those who trust in Jesus” 

Sanctification 6-8 [Pt. 2] 
| 

Romans 1:18-3:20 

“Rejection/Condemnation” 
| 

Romans 1:18-28 

“Creation” 
| 

Romans 1:1-17 

“God/Gospel” 



 

 

The message is simple, the gospel re-creates us into one new man and thus we are to “get along.”  Paul’s 

extensive explanation of the Story (i.e. Gospel) is to show us what we once were, we no longer are, and 

to show us who we now are in Christ.   The Gospel makes both Jews and Gentiles one.  We are to separate 

from those who cause schism over non-biblical issues.  Oddly enough, we are to be intolerant toward 

those who are intolerant.  The gospel and its consequences are to be rigorously held.  May our 

understanding of the Story enable us to stand fast in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and may we learn 

to live large toward His Church, the body of Christ. 

 

 


