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Understanding Romans 10 
Romans 10:1-21 

 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

 
Let us begin by noting the paragraph divisions provided by the ESV Bible. 

 vv. 1-4 

 vv. 5-13 

 vv. 14-21 
 
Emphasis: What is the intent of this passage? 
 
Paragraph #1 (vv. 1-4): 
 

v. 1 Paul’s desire for Israel’s salvation. 
 
vv. 2, 3 Explains why Paul prays for their salvation. They would not submit. 
 
vv. 4 Explains why their pursuit of righteousness through the Law will fail.  Christ is 

the fulfillment of the Law thus ending the intent of the Law in pointing to Christ.  
The anti-type or fulfillment does away with the shadow or type.  The Law is only 
a type. 

 
Christ is the end (telos) of the Law. 

 
[Telos] the object, scope, or final cause; the end proposed and intended. 

 

 Matthew 5:17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come 
to abolish but to fulfill (pleroo). 
 

 John 19:28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to 
fulfill the Scripture, *said, "I am thirsty." 30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour 
wine, He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 
 

Jesus is the end of this sequence, this revelation. He is building off of what has preceded. What 
do we know of this? 

 
Paragraph #2 (vv. 5-13): 
 

vv. 5-8 Explains the difference between Law righteousness (v. 5) and faith righteousness 
(vv. 6-8).  The object of faith righteousness is the incarnation and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 
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Working to keep the Law cannot save anyone.  The Law cannot cancel debt and actively adopt.  
To ignore the seed promise and its fulfillment in Jesus is to be separated from the love of 
God/Christ. 

 

A righteousness that is by faith does not ‘try’ or ‘do’.  It simply ‘believes’.   
 

vv. 9-13 The conclusion – one must believe in the incarnation and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ in order to be saved.  The gospel must be believed.  The gospel is the 
fulfillment of the Genesis 3:15 seed promise.  This is regardless as to one’s 
ethnicity (“there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek”). 

 
When the Word is preached any that confess and believe will be saved.  No one who seeks shall 
be turned away.  None who believe will ever be ashamed via rejection.  All who come will find 
rest.  Those who drink will never thirst again.  What does a faith salvation require?   

 
1. Faith is expressed through confession (v. 9). 
 

2. Faith is expressed through belief (v. 10). 
 

Verses nine and ten are in exact parallelism.  Verse ten explains what is meant. 
 

3. Faith will not disappoint (v. 11). 
 

Anyone who trusts, believes, confesses, will not be ashamed.   
 

4. Faith appropriates the abundance of Christ’s riches (v. 12). 
 

5. Faith can be universally expressed (v. 13). 
 

Again there is a universal appeal.  Anyone who believes, regardless of race, will be saved.  The 
issue with Paul is not a freedom of the will. Here, the issue is the inclusion of His people from 
every tongue, tribe, and nation. If any chooses to believe, they shall be saved.   

 
The following three questions (vv. 14, 18, 19) revolve around and answer how one becomes 
righteous by faith and not works. 
 
Paragraph #3 (vv. 14-21): 
 

vv. 14-16 First Question – “How can they call on Him if they have not heard of Him?” 
 
v. 17 First conclusion (ara) – “Faith by hearing; hearing by the Word” 
 

What “word” is they referring to; the word concerning the Seed/Christ (i.e. 
incarnation/resurrection). 

 
v. 18a Second Question – “Have they not heard”? 
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Paul begins verse 18 with a strong contrasting conjunction (alla).  If faith must be in the heard 
word, then how has this word been available to be heard? 

 
Israel’s rejection was not for a lack of knowledge / information. 

They knew of Jesus, but refused to believe He fulfilled the Seed Promise and completed 
the Blood Picture. 
 
v. 18b Second Answer – “Their sound went into all the earth” 
 

“Their sound” in context must be the word concerning the seed promise/Christ.  Paul quotes 
Psalm 19:1ff.   

 
Verse eighteen has always perplexed me.  Did they hear?  Absolutely, they heard via the voice 
of Creation.  Verse eighteen is quoting Psalm 19:4 and it is referring to creation.  Look again at 
Romans 1:18-32. 

 
If the Word has been preached to all via general revelation, then why is it necessary for some to 
go and preach special revelation?  General revelation is a witness of God’s power and glory 
(Romans 1 and Psalm 19).  But to suggest there is a gospel witness within the created order 
causes me consternation.  If general revelation is sufficient, then why go with special revelation?  
There must be a clearer answer that I am not seeing. 
 

v. 19a Third Question – “Did not Israel understand?” 
 

Paul begins verse 19 with a strong contrasting conjunction (alla).   
 
vv. 19b-21 Third Answer – Both Moses (Deut. 32:21) and Isaiah (Isa. 65:1) answer in the 

affirmative.  God continues to stretch out inviting arms to the nation of Israel 
through the inclusion of Gentile nations.   

 
US / NOW 
God has kept His promises. They are fulfilled in Jesus. Those who believe in Him shall be 
saved. Those who believe shall come from every tongue, tribe, nation, and people. This is 
God’s Word for us today. 
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