
  A THEOLOGICAL EXPLANATION OF INSPIRATION 

 

The single time the New Testament uses the word inspiration, it is applied only to the writings and not to the 

writers. It is the Bible which is inspired and not the human authors.  Properly speaking, it is only the product which 

is inspired, not the persons. The writers spoke and undoubtedly wrote many things, such as those in the mundane 

affairs of life, which were not divinely inspired. However, since the Holy Spirit did, as Peter said, move upon the 

men who produced the inspired writings, we may by extension refer to inspiration in a broader sense. This broader 

sense includes the total process by which Spirit-moved men uttered God-breathed and hence divinely 

authoritative words. It is this total process of inspiration which contains three essential elements: divine causality, 

prophetic agency, and written authority. 

 

DIVINE CAUSALITY – God is the Prime Mover in the inspiration of the Bible. It is the divine which moved the 

human. God spoke to the prophets first and then through them to others. God revealed, and men of God recorded 

the truths of faith. That God is the ultimate source and original cause of biblical truth is the first and most 

fundamental factor in the doctrine of inspiration. Nevertheless, it is not the only factor. 

 

PROPHETIC AGENCY – The prophets who wrote the Scripture were not automatons. They were more than 

recording secretaries. They wrote with full intent and consciousness in the normal exercise of their own literary 

styles and vocabularies. The personalities of the prophets were not violated by a supernatural intrusion. The Bible 

which they wrote is the Word of God, but it is also the words of men. God used their personalities to convey His 

propositions. The prophets were the immediate cause of what was written, but God was the ultimate cause. 

 

WRITTEN AUTHORITY – The final product of divine authority working through the prophetic agency is the written 

authority of the Bible. The Scriptures are ‘profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 

righteousness.’ The Bible is the last word on doctrinal and ethical matters. All theological and moral disputes must 

be brought to the bar of the written Word. The Scriptures derive their authority from God through His prophets. 

Nevertheless, it is the prophetic writings and not the writers as such which possess and retain the resultant divine 

authority. The prophets have died; their prophetic writings live on. 

 

In brief, an adequate definition of inspiration must have three fundamental factors: God the Prime Mover, men 

of God as the instruments, and a divinely authoritative writing as the final result.1 

 

Organic vs. Mechanical Inspiration2 

Scripture itself teaches an organic rather than 

mechanical view of revelation. That is to say, God 

revealed Himself in the natural circumstances, 

environment, culture, language, and gifts of the 

human writers. The revelation did not come all at 

once, but ‘in many times and in many ways’ (Heb. 1:1). 

Sometimes it was a direct word, something close to 

dictation (e.g., ‘Thus says the Lord,’ or ‘Write this’). 

More frequently, though, it was an edited summary of 

what God had said and done, drawn from previous 

oral or written sources. Far from suppressing human 

involvement, God wrapped His gospel in the 

swaddling cloths of human speech. Though the 

Organic vs. Mechanical Inspiration: 

A mechanical view of inspiration assumes that 

God suspended ordinary human agency, perhaps 

even dictating His revelation word for word. An 

organic view recognizes the fully human character 

of Scripture, evident in the diversity of style, 

interest, and cultural-linguistic context of each 

author. In this view, Scripture is from God, yet 

written through human beings, compiled over 

many centuries as the history of redemption 

progressed. 
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inspiration of Scripture is qualitatively different from the incarnation of the Living Word, the latter proves that 

God enters into our world fully without losing any of His transcendence of truthfulness. If the eternal Son could 

become fully human without sin (Heb. 4:15), then surely God can communicate His truth through human 

ambassadors while preserving their writings from error. 

 

1 Geisler and Nix, From God to Us, p. 
2 Michael Horton, Pilgrim Theology, p.55 

                                                           


