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 CHARTING OUR COURSE 

I. Defining Theology Proper 

II. Discovering the Existence of God 

III. “Dissecting” the Godhead  

IV. Attributes of God 

V. Names of God 

VI. Knowing and Enjoying  
 

TRAILHEAD | Exodus 3:14 and 34:6-7 

Exodus 34:6-7 – The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 

transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the 

children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation.” 

 

Exodus 3:14 – God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 

 

 RABBIT TRAIL | Deuteronomy 6:4-15; Isaiah 40-44; Jeremiah 1-9; Psalm 9; 16; 33; John 1:18; Philippians 3:1-16 

 

I. DEFINITION OF THEOLOGY PROPER 

 The word theology comes from the Greek word, theos, meaning “God,” and logos, meaning “word” or 

 “discourse”; hence, theology is a discourse about God. Theology is generally taken as a broad term 

 covering the entire field of Christian belief (the study of Christ, the Holy Spirit, angels, etc.). Hence, the 

 designation given to the study of God the Father is theology proper.1

  

 God alone has written a Story whereby He makes 

 known who He is and what He does to those whom He 

 created. This revelation or unveiling of His person and 

 work enable His people to know Him.  The 

 relationship between God and man is one of gracious 

 condescension. He has written each part of the Story 

 with the intent of reflecting the glory of His being. For 

 it is only in this self-disclosure that humanity finds its ultimate joy. His people are the beneficiaries of this 

 pursuit. Their quest is to seek God in the self-disclosure of His person as explained in His attributes and 

 reflected in His work.2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Yahweh speaks and acts, and interprets 

his actions, the drama gives rise to doctrines 

which evoke doxology and discipleship. 

-Michael Horton 
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II. DISCOVERING THE EXISTENCE OF GOD3 

 

A. Cosmological Argument 

Logically speaking the cosmological argument for 

the existence of God is inductive and a posteriori: 

the evidence is examined, and based on it a 

conclusion is drawn that God exists. The term 

cosmological comes from the Greek word 

cosmos, meaning “world.” This argument is based 

on the fact that a cosmos, or world, exists. 

Because something cannot come from nothing, 

there must be an original cause that is the reason 

for the world’s existence. The cosmological 

argument says that every effect must have a 

cause. 

 

B. Teleological Argument 

As in the previous case, the teleological argument 

is inductive and a posteriori. Teleological comes 

from the Greek word telos, meaning “end.” The 

teleological argument may be defined thus: 

“Order and useful arrangement in a system imply intelligence and purpose and useful arrangement; 

therefore, the universe has an intelligent and free cause.” The world everywhere evidences 

intelligence, purpose, and harmony; there must be a master architect behind all this evidence. 

 

C. Anthropological Argument 

The anthropological argument, which is also inductive and a posteriori, is based on the Greek word 

anthropos, meaning “man.” Contrary to the secular humanist who sees man simply as a biological 

being, the biblicist sees man as created in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-28). The image of God in man 

is spiritual, not physical (cf. Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10). Man is not simply a physical being, but a moral being 

with a conscience, intellect, emotion, and will. 

 

D. Moral Argument 

The moral argument is related to the anthropological argument (some combine the two) and can be 

seen as a further consideration of that argument. The moral argument acknowledges that man has an 

awareness of right and wrong, a sense of morality. Where did this sense of moral justice come from? 

If man is only a biological creature, why does he have a sense of moral obligation? Recognition of 

moral standards and concepts cannot be attributed to any evolutionary process. The biblicist 

recognizes that God has placed a sense of moral justice within the human race in contradistinction to 

all other creation. Romans 2:14-15 indicates that Gentiles who have no revelation of the law have an 

inner, moral witness placed there by God. 

 

 

 

Inductive = reasoning in which the premises are viewed 

as supplying strong evidence for the truth of the 

conclusion. The truth of the conclusion is probable based 

upon the evidence. (wikipedia.org)  Sometimes referred to 

as a bottom-up logic. 

 

A Posteriori = 1) relating to what can be known by 

observation rather than through an understanding of 

how things work (learnersdictionary.com); 2) relating to 

or derived from observed facts (merriam-webster.com) 

 

Deductive = Using logic or reason to form a conclusion 

about something. (learnersdictionary.com) Provable by 

reasoning in which the conclusion follows necessarily 

from given information. (merriam-webster.com) 

Sometimes referred to as a top-down logic. 

 

A priori = Reasoning or knowledge that proceeds from 

theoretical deduction rather than from observation or 

experience. (oxforddictionaries.com) 
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E. Ontological Argument 

The ontological argument, distinct from the preceding arguments, is deductive and a priori; it begin 

with an assumption and then attempts to prove that assumption. It is less significant than the 

preceding arguments. The term ontological comes from the Greek present participle ontos (from the 

verb eimi) and means “being” or “existence.” The ontological argument is philosophical rather than 

inductive.  

� The argument reasons: if man could conceive of a perfect God who does not exist, then he 

could conceive of someone greater than God, which is impossible. Therefore God exists. 

� The argument rests on the fact that all men have an awareness of God. Because the concept 

of God is universal, God must have placed the idea within man. 

 

F. General Revelation4 

The revelation of God in which He conveys truth about Himself to mankind is necessary to make 

theology possible. Revelation (Gk. apokalupsis) means “unveiling” or “disclosure.” Revelation is thus 

God’s disclosure to man, in which He reveals truth about Himself that man would not otherwise know. 

 

General revelation, which is preliminary to salvation, reveals aspects about God and His nature to all 

mankind so that all humanity has an awareness of God’s existence. Texts to help orient our thinking 

include: Psalm 19:1-6; Romans 1:18-23; 2:14-15. 

 

G. Special Revelation5 

Although God has revealed Himself in many different ways throughout history, “the greater emphasis 

of special revelation is twofold: God’s revelation through Scriptures and through Jesus Christ. The 

biblical writers were carried along by the Holy Spirit in writing the Scriptures, assuring the accuracy of 

what was written. An inerrant record of God’s disclosure is necessary for man to have a true 

understanding of God’s Person and works. Texts to help orient our thinking include: 2 Timothy 3:14-

17; 2 Peter 1:16-21; John’s Gospel. 

 

 

Trailhead: Exodus 3:14 [context: Exodus 1-3] 

Rabbit Trail: Genesis 37-50 

 

Considering the Context: The Drama (narrative/Story) – tracing the Seed Promise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DOCTRINAL STUDY | THEOLOGY PROPER 

 

Page | 32  

 

Where was Moses when he first encountered God? What was he doing? (Exodus 3:1) 

 

 

What initially grabbed Moses’ attention? (Exodus 3:2-3) 

 

 

 

Describe what happened in verses 4-5 in your own words. 

 

 

 

 

How does God describe Himself in verse 6? 

 

 

 

 

What do we learn about God from verses 7-8? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What response does God give to Moses when asked to reveal His name? (Exodus 3:13) Why do you think Moses 

asks this question?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the most debated uses of hayah occurs in Exod. 3:14, where 

God tells Moses His name. He says: “I am [hayah] that I am 

[hayah].” Since the divine name Jehovah or Yahweh was well-

known long before (cf. Gen. 4:1), this revelation seems to 

emphasize that the God who made the covenant was the God who 

kept the covenant. So Exod. 3:14 is more than a simple statement 

of identity: “I am that I am”; it is a declaration of divine control of 

all things (cf. Hos. 1:9).6 
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Trailhead: Exodus 34:5-7 [context: Exodus 32-34] 

Rabbit Trail: Exodus 19 and 32 

 

Consider the Context: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Moses’ request of God in Exodus 33:12-13? Why? 

 

 

 

How does God respond to Moses’ request? (33:14) 

 

 

 

What is Moses’ response to God? (33:15-16) 

 

 

 

What is Moses’ bold request in Exodus 33:18?  

 

 

 

How does God respond? (33:19a) 

 

 

 

What do we learn specifically about God? (33:19b-20) 
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As God descended to answer Moses’ request to see His glory, what does God disclose about Himself? What do 

we learn about the person, nature, attributes, and name of God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How are we to understand and reconcile the apparent 

contradiction in verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUOTE | The divine name YHWH appears only in the Bible. 

Its precise meaning is much debated. God chose it as His 

personal name by which He related specifically to His chosen 

or covenant people. Its first appearance in the biblical record 

is Gen. 2:4: “These are the generations of the heavens and of 

the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God 

made the earth and the heavens.” Apparently Adam knew Him 

by this personal or covenantal name from the beginning, since 

Seth both called his son Enosh (i.e., man as a weak and dependent creature) and began (along with all other pious 

persons) to call upon (formally worship) the name of YHWH, “the Lord” (Gen. 4:26). The covenant found a fuller 

expression and application when God revealed Himself to Abraham (Gen. 12:8), promising redemption in the form 

of national existence. This promise became reality through Moses, to whom God explained that He was not only 

the “God who exists” but the “God who effects His will”: “Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The Lord 

[YHWH] God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: 

this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations. Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, 

and say unto them, The Lord [YHWH] God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared 

unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt: And I have said, I will bring 

you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites …” (Exod. 3:15-17). So God explained the 

meaning of “I am who I am” (Exod. 3:14). He spoke to the fathers as YHWH, but the promised deliverance and, 

therefore, the fuller significance or experienced meaning of His name were unknown to them (Exod. 6:2-8).7 

 

 

 

Descended = to go down; lower; movement from a 

higher to a lower location 

Name = name; reputation; renown; fame 

The LORD = (yhwh/YAHWEH) the covenant name of 

God 

Merciful = sympathy; compassionate; implying a 

forgiving relationship 

Gracious = (adj. hannun) to favor someone  

The verb form depicts a heartfelt response by 

someone who has something to give to someone 

who has a need and/or describing an action from a 

superior to an inferior who has no real claim for 

gracious treatment (Theological Wordbook of the Old 

Testament) [All occurrences of the adjective of 

hannun refer to God.] 

Slow to Anger = compound (adj/noun) 

Adj – erek – slow to anger; patient; long-suffering 

before getting angry 

Noun – appayim – breath; nose; anger/wrath  

“By the act of breathing, emotions can be 

expressed. The thought is that God takes a long, 

deep breath as He holds His anger in abeyance.” 

(Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament) 

Abounding = very rich; abundant 

Steadfast Love = (hesed) loving-kindness; steadfast 

love; covenant love (240x in the Old Testament) 

Faithfulness = trustworthiness; faithfulness; 

constancy 



DOCTRINAL STUDY | THEOLOGY PROPER 

 

Page | 35  

 

III. “DISSECTING” THE GODHEAD  

 

A. Definition of the Trinity 

A proper definition must include the distinctness and equality of the three persons within the Trinity 

as well as the unity within the Trinity. The word Triunity may better express the doctrine.8 

 

Human reason, however, cannot fathom the Trinity, nor can 

logic explain it, and although the word itself is not found in 

the Scriptures, the doctrine is plainly taught in the Scriptures. 

The early church was forced to study the subject and affirm 

its truth because of the heretical teachings that arose 

opposing the Trinity.9 

 

B. Explanation of the Trinity10 

The Bible speaks of a monotheistic faith (“One-God”). There is only one God. Yet this one God exists 

in three persons. There is one essence within the Godhead shared equally and without division in 

three persons. The union within the Trinity is explained theologically by two descriptions. First, the 

Bible speaks of an equality of essence within the Trinity. 

  

 I and the Father are one. (John 10:30, 31) 

 

 Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me 

 has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” (John 14:9) 

 

 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, (Col. 2:9) 

 

This, theologically, is called the ontological Trinity. This simply means they are equals in their being. 

The ontological Trinity addresses the area of unity and equality. Each member of the Godhead is fully 

and undiminished God. There is no superiority of essence or being. There is only one God. However, 

there is another way in which the relationship of the Godhead is explained in the Bible and theology 

calls this the economic Trinity. 

 

 He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will 

 be done.” (Matt. 26:42) 

 

 I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, 

 but the will of Him who sent Me. (John 5:30) 

 

This speaks to the economy or function or administration within the Godhead proper, it explains how 

each persons within the Godhead operates.  [For a fuller explanation on the Trinity see excerpt at the end of this lesson.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Bring me a worm that can 

comprehend a man, and then I 

will show you a man that can 

comprehend the Triune God.” 

-John Wesley 
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IV. ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 

 

A. Definition of an Attribute11 

The attributes of God may be defined as “those 

distinguishing characteristics of the divine 

nature which are inseparable from the idea of 

God and which constitute the basis and ground for his various manifestations to his creatures.” God’s 

attributes are to be distinguished from His works. God’s attributes do not “add” anything to God; they 

reveal His nature. 

 

B. Initial Observations Considering Attributes12 

1. Attributes have an objective existence – we do not give God these attributes, rather, they are 

inherent within the makeup of who God is and what it means to be God. 

 

2. Attributes exist in the divine essence – the attributes cannot be separated from each other within 

the Godhead, nor can they be diminished. 

 

3. Attributes manifest the divine essence – God is revealed and knowable through His attributes. 

 

4. Attributes are qualities of the entire Godhead – what is true of the Father is equally true of the 

Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 

5. Attributes are permanent qualities – intrinsic to God’s existence, they cannot be gained or lost. 

 

6. God is more than the sum total of His attributes – God is knowable, but not exhaustible. 

 

C. Categorizing the Attributes of God13 

In the study of God’s attributes it is important not to exalt one attribute over another; when that is 

done it presents a caricature of God. It is all the attributes of God taken together that provide an 

understanding of the nature and Person of God. 

 

God’s attributes are usually classified under two categories. The pairs of titles that are used depend 

on which of many contrasts the theologian wishes to emphasize. 

Absolute  

 

vs 

Relative 

Incommunicable  Communicable 

Intransitive Transitive 

Moral Nonmoral 

Greatness Goodness 

*For further study of the attributes of God, consider the following resources: 

1) Read your Bible! 

2) Jesus Is Enough by Patrick Griffiths (Torn Veil) 

3) The Moody Handbook of Theology by Paul Enns 

4) Knowing God by J.I. Packer 

5) The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer 

Although we cannot know God exhaustively, 

we can know Him personally and intimately. 

-Patrick Griffiths 
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V. NAMES OF GOD14 

 Like the attributes, the various names of God are ways by which we get to know Him personally and 

 intimately. God’s attributes and works are closely connected to His name(s). The names of God are far 

 more than mere title or to differentiate between other gods, rather, they reveal to us who God is, what 

 He’s like, and how He acts within the Godhead and creation.  

 

A. Prominent Names of God 

 

1) Elohim  

Elohim is a Hebrew plural form used more than two thousand times in the Old Testament and 

usually termed a “plural of majesty” of the general name for God. It comes from the abbreviated 

name, El, which probably has a root meaning “to be strong” (cf. Gen. 17:1; 28:3; 35:11; Josh. 3:10) 

or “to be prominent.” It is usually translated “God” in the English translations. Elohim emphasizes 

God’s transcendence: He is above all others who are called God. Some understand the 

relationship between El and Elohim in that Elohim is simply the plural form of El; the terms seem 

to be interchangeable (cf. Ex. 34:14; Ps. 18:31; Deut. 32:17, 21). In some passages, such as Isaiah 

31:3, El draws the distinction between God and man so that El signifies the “power and strength 

of God and the defenselessness of human enemies” (cf. Hos. 11:9). 

 

2) Adonai 

The designation Adonai (Heb. Adhon or Adhonay) in its root means “lord” or “master” and is 

usually translated “Lord” in English Bibles. Adonai occurs 449 times in the Old Testament and 315 

times in conjunction with Yahweh. Adhon emphasizes the servant-master relationship (cf. Gen. 

24:9) and suggests God’s authority (cf. Ps. 8:1; Hos. 12:14). Adonai should probably be understood 

as meaning “Lord of all” or “Lord par excellence” (cf. Deut. 10:17; Josh. 3:11). It is possible to 

understand Adonai as a personal address meaning “my Lord.” 

 

3) Yahweh 

The name Yahweh translates the Hebrew tetragrammaton (four-lettered expression) YHWH. 

Because the name was originally written without vowels, it is uncertain how it should be 

pronounced. Hence, the American Standard Version translates it “Jehovah,” whereas most 

modern translations render it “LORD” (to distinguish it from Adonai, “Lord”). Jewish scholars have 

generally pronounced it “Adonai” instead of actually pronouncing YHWH, out of respect for the 

sacredness of the covenant name.  

 

Although there is considerable discussion concerning the origin and meaning of the name, this 

common designation (used 6,828 times in the Old Testament) is likely related to the verb “to be.” 

Thus in Exodus 3:14-15 the Lord declares, “I AM WHO I AM  . . . The LORD . . . has sent me to you. 

This is My name forever.” This has particular significance to the “I AM” claims of Christ (cf. John 

6:35; 8:12; 10:9, 11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1), who in His statements claimed equality with Yahweh. 

 

By the name Yahweh, God identified Himself in His personal relationship with His people, Israel, 

and it was to this name that Abram responded in acknowledging the Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 

12:8). By this name God brought Israel out of Egypt, delivered them from bondage, and redeemed 
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them (Ex. 6:6; 20:2). Whereas Elohim and Adonai were designations known to other cultures, the 

revelation of Yahweh was unique to Israel. 

 

B. Compound Names of God 

There are a number of compound forms of the name of God involving the names El (or Elohim) and 

Yahweh. 

 

1) El Shaddai | Translated “God Almighty,” it probably relates to the word mountain and suggests 

the power and strength of God. By this name God is also seen as a covenant-keeping God (Gen. 

17:1; cf. vv. 1-8 where the covenant is reiterated). 

 

2) El Elyon | Translated “God Most High,” it emphasizes the supremacy of God. He is above all so-

called gods (cf. Gen. 14:18-22). Melchizedek recognized Him as “God Most High” inasmuch as He 

is possessor of heaven and earth (v.19). 

 

3) El Olam | Translated the “Everlasting God,” it stresses the unchanging character of God (Gen. 

21:33; Isa. 40:28). 

 

4) Others | There are other compound terms that are sometimes mentioned as names of God, but 

they may simply be descriptions of God: Yahweh-jireh, “The LORD Will Provide” (Gen. 22:14); 

Yahweh-Nissi, “The LORD Our Banner” (Ex. 17:15); Yahweh-Shalom, “The LORD is Peace” (Judg. 

6:24); Yahweh-Sabbaoth, “The LORD of Hosts” (1 Sam. 1:3); Yahweh-Maccaddeshcem, “The LORD 

Thy Sanctifier” (Ex. 31:13); Yahweh-Tsidkenu, “The LORD Our Righteousness” (Jer. 23:6). 

 

VI. KNOWING AND ENJOYING GOD 

The purpose of this entire series in systematic theology is that we may further know and enjoy this God 

who has graciously revealed Himself to us. May we never lose sight of the reality that He created us for 

the express purpose of knowing the joy that He has within the Godhead and experiencing that joy to the 

full. As we explore the following texts, may we see and savor the goodness of God; may we learn to rest 

in His presence; may we always enjoy the pursuit! 

 

Think through the following questions as you engage the text of Scripture: 

1) Who is God in this text?  

a) What is He like? How is God described? What attributes do you see? 

b) What names of God do you discover in this text? 

 

2) What works of God are on display?  

 

3) What do you discover concerning God’s heart for mankind? 

 

4) In what ways does this text relate to or anticipate the gospel? 

 

 

 

On Adventure 

with God: 

 

Psalm 16 and 33 

Isaiah 40-44 

Jeremiah 1-9 

Galatians 

Ephesians 
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CONCLUSION 

As we wrap up this study of Theology Proper, it should be glaringly apparent that although our God is knowable, 

He is never exhaustible. May our hearts burn within us to know and enjoy Him more, for He is worthy of every 

attempt. “May God be pleased simply to show us His ‘back parts.’ Such a view will transform the way we approach 

worship and live and think theology.”15  

 

 

ORIENTING OUR COMPASS TO TRUE NORTH 

 

� DRAMA: As we embark on this adventure in systematic theology, let us keep an eye on how and where 

each study fits into the overarching narrative of Scripture. Let us be mindful that Jesus is the centerpiece 

of this story and that we have been invited to share in the journey. When it comes to the study of  

Theology Proper,  

1) What role(s) does God the Father play throughout this singular Story? 

2) How do we see Jesus as the centerpiece through what we learn about God the Father? 

3) In what way(s) are we invited to share in the journey? 

 

� DOCTRINE: How do the truths discovered in Theology Proper impact our worldview?  

 

� DOXOLOGY: How does the doctrine of Theology Proper shape our worship of God today? 

 

� DISCIPLESHIP: How does the doctrine of Theology Proper impact life on the horizontal? How does right 

thinking overflow into our actions and feelings? 
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