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 CHARTING OUR COURSE 

I. Discovering the Identity of Christ 

A. The Incarnation 

B. The Hypostatic Union 

C. The Kenosis 

II. Understanding the Work of Christ 

A. The Sinless Life of Christ 

B. The Substitutionary Death of Christ 

C. The Glorious Resurrection of Christ 

D. The Present Ministry of Christ 

E. The Future Ministry of Christ 
 

TRAILHEAD | The Gospel of John (various texts) 

John 8:58 – Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 

 

John 1:1-2, 14 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. …And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

RABBIT TRAIL | John’s Gospel; Ephesians 1; Colossians 1; Philippians 2:1-11; Hebrews; Romans 5:12-21 

 

 

The Unfolding Drama – The Storyline of Scripture1 

 

GOD: The biblical Story begins with God. Before there was anything else, there was God. God has neither beginning 

nor ending. He is self-sustaining, thus He needs nothing outside of Himself for the sustaining of His being.  

 

CREATION: God’s graciousness is so vast as to move Him to create a world where His joy could be displayed (Ps. 

19:1) and shared with those creatures made in His image (John 16:24). He desired for His joy within Himself to be 

known and experienced by those who are made in His image. Thus, He created. 

 

REJECTION: Adam and Eve rejected God’s means for their joy and 

chose their own by listening to the serpent’s deception. Yet in God’s 

presence lies their joy. Apart From Him, there is no joy. He made us 

for our joy to be full in His presence. It is unattainable in any other way. 

Adam and Eve sought to remedy the situation by covering their shame, 

fear, and guilt with the work of their own hands, but such an effort was 

inadequate and fell woefully short (Gen. 3:7). Their rebellion went 

deeper than physical nakedness, as evidenced in what transpires in 

Genesis 3:21. 
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REDEMPTION: When we go back to Genesis 3, we can pick up the Story of when Adam and Eve sinned against 

Him. Yet God graciously returns to the Garden and encounters them in their shame, fear, and guilt. From the 

depth of their descent, He speaks soaring words of hope. From a Promised Seed, He will bring ultimate victory. It 

will not be without cost, but the price paid and the sacrifice made will redeem their debt, rescue them from sin, 

and recover them into His family once more. This Blood Picture in Genesis 3:21 speaks of the skin of an animal 

sacrificed in order to cover their physical nakedness. Yet this image is even more sobering than the killing of an 

innocent animal. In the killing of the animal, blood would be shed and it is through the shedding of blood that sin 

can be atoned. 

 

Over the next two weeks we will consider the identity of the Promised Seed and His fulfillment of the Blood 

Picture. 

 

I. DISCOVERING THE IDENTITY OF CHRIST  

 

A. The Incarnation of Christ 

The word incarnation means ‘in flesh’ and denotes the act whereby the eternal Son of God took to 

Himself an additional nature, humanity, through the virgin birth.2 

 

“The eternal Word, God the Son, assumed our human nature by the power of the Holy Spirit from the 

virgin Mary. In this humiliation, he emptied himself of his glorious privileges that he enjoyed at the 

Father’s right hand, but not of his deity (Php. 2:6-8). If it is true that he did not redeem what he did 

not assume, it is also true that he could not redeem if his divine nature had been diminished in any 

degree. In this marvelous union, each nature had to remain intact. Monophysitism blends the two 

natures into one, collapsing his humanity into his deity. In modern theology there was a move toward 

a kenotic Christology (from the Greek word kenosis, ‘emptying’) with the obverse direction: collapsing 

his deity into his humanity, so that in the incarnation the Son empties himself of his deity in order to 

share our human nature. Either way, Jesus could not be truly our Savior. If his deity had been collapsed 

into his humanity, he would be someone other than Immanuel, ‘God with Us.’ If his humanity had 

been collapsed into his deity, he would not be ‘God with Us.’ So the divine nature did not become 

something that it was not before. Every attribute of God belonged to Jesus of Nazareth, so that his 

action is God’s action. Nor was his human nature deified in the sense of being confused with the divine 

nature.”3 

 

CHRISTOLOGICAL HERESIES SPECTRUM  

Denying Christ’s Divinity Denying Christ’s Humanity 

Ebionitism 

Subordinationism 

Adoptionism 

Arianism/Semi-Arianism 

Docetism/Gnosticism 

Apollinarianism 

Monothelitism 

Confusing the Two Natures Dividing the Two Natures 

Monophysitism/Eutychianism Nestorianism 
*Read about the historical development of each heresy in Michael Horton’s Pilgrim Theology, pages 177-183. 
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ECUMENICAL COUNCILS  

Nicea 325 Formal statement on the Trinity 

Constantinople I 381 Rejection of Apollinarianism, Monophysitism (also known as Eutychianism), 

and Nestorianism 

Chalcedon 451 Consolidation of “one person in two natures” 

Constantinople III 681 Monothelitism condemned; two intelligences and wills: one human, one 

divine, united in one person 

 

Reason quite properly rejects contradiction, but rationalism abhors 

mystery, which every heresy attempts in its own way to resolve. In this 

case, Christ’s person is reduced either to His humanity or to his deity. Yet, 

in the incarnation, the eternal Son assumed fully our human nature (in 

both body and soul). He is therefore one person, but in two natures. His 

becoming human in no way changed His deity into humanity or His 

humanity into deity. The divine and human natures are united in one 

person without being confused.4 

 

Trailhead: John 1:1-18 

Rabbit Trail: Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7 

 

What do we learn about the Word in verses 1-5?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who emerges on the scene in verses 6-8? What do we learn about him? (cf. John 1:19-34; Luke 1:5-25, 39-45; 

2:57-80; 3:1-22) 

 

 

 

 

What does the light do when it penetrates this dark world? What was the initial response to the light? (v.9-11) 

 

 

 

 

What happens when one rightly responds to the light? (v.12-13) What does a “right response” look like? 

 

 

 

 

 

“It is a mystery to be adored 

rather than resolved.” 

-Michael Horton 
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Considering the context, what do we learn further about this light? (John 3:16-21) 

 

 

 

 

What do we learn about the Word in verses 14-18? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Exploring the Humanity of Christ5 

Jesus had to be man if He was to represent fallen humanity. If Jesus was not a real man, then the death 

on the cross was an illusion; He had to be a real man to die for humanity. The Scriptures teach the true 

humanity of Jesus and also show that He did not possess man’s fallen nature and was without sin. 

 

a) Genealogies (Matthew 1:1-16 and Luke 3:23-38) 

b) Virgin Birth (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38) 

c) Flesh and Blood (Luke 1-2; John 4:9; Matt. 13:55; John 19:1, 18, 28) 

d) Normal Development (Luke 2:52) 

e) Human Soul and Spirit (John 11:33; 12:27; 13:21; 19:30) 

f) Human Characteristics (Matt. 4:2; 9:36; 23:37; John 4:6-7; 11:34-35; Luke 19:41) 

g) Human Names (Matt. 1:1, 21) – Jesus is the OT equivalent of Joshua, meaning Yahweh saves 

 

A casual, observant read through the Gospels would reveal more thoroughly the above characteristics of 

the humanity of Jesus Christ. You are encouraged to journey through the Gospels to explore all the “rabbit 

trails” that reveal the humanity of Jesus, the Christ. 

 

2. Exploring the Deity of Christ6  

To affirm that Christ is God is not simply to suggest He is ‘Godlike.’ Christ is absolutely equal with the 

Father in His person and His work. Christ is undiminished deity. Warfield says, ‘He is declared, in the most 

express manner possible, to be all that God is, to possess the whole fullness of attributes which make God 

God’ (Phil. 2:6). 

 

HIS NAMES HIS ATTRIBUTES HIS WORKS HIS WORSHIP 

(1) God (Hebrew counterpart Elohim) 

(2) Lord (Hebrew counterpart Adonai) 

(3) Son of God (see 1 John 5:20) 

(4) I Am (Hebrew counterpart Yahweh) 

 

John 1:14-18, Heb. 1:3, and 

Col. 1:19 remind us that Jesus 

Christ, the God-Man, 

possessed all the attributes of 

God the Father.  
(see kenosis for further explanation) 

Creator 

Sustainer  

Forgiver 

Miracle Worker 
(Jn. 1:3; Heb. 1:1-3; 

Col. 1:15-20) 

Jesus received 

the worship of 

people strongly 

attests to His 

deity. (Jn. 5:23; 

9:38) 
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Trailhead: John 8:58 (various texts throughout John’s Gospel) 

Rabbit Trail: Hebrews; First John; Colossians 1:15-20; Ephesians 1:3-23 

 

Considering the Context: 

At this point, rather than push play on the highlight reel, you are encouraged to read through the entirety of John’s 

Gospel to see and savor who Jesus is as God revealed in the flesh. 

 

Considering the Absolute “I AM” Statements of Christ: 

 

• John 6:20 – “It is I; do not be afraid.”  

• John 8:24 – “I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in 

your sins.” 

• John 8:28 – “…’When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do 

nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me.” 

• John 8:58 – “Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.’” 

• John 18:4-5 – “…’Whom do you seek?’ They answered him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ Jesus said to them, ‘I am 

he.’”  

 

 What was Jesus claiming in these statements? How do we know? (cf. John 5:1-18; 10:22-42) 

  

 

 

 

Considering the Metaphorical “I AM” Statements of Christ: 

 

• I AM the Bread of Life – John 6:1-71 (spec. v.35, 48, 51) 

• I AM the Light of the World – John 8:12-30 (spec. v.12; 9:5) 

• I AM the Door of the Sheep – John 10:1-42 (spec. v.7, 9) 

• I AM the Good Shepherd – John 10:1-42 (spec. v.11, 14) 

• I AM the Resurrection and the Life – John 11:1-57 (spec. v.25) 

• I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life – John 14:1-14 (spec. v.6) 

• I AM the True Vine – John 15:1-17 (spec. v.1) 

 

 Working through the “I AM” Metaphors in Context:  

1) What is taking place within the context? [Describe the scene; consider the characters; understand the 

conflict and tension] 

2) Identify the physical need (the human element/desire). 

3) How does Jesus use the metaphor to meet the spiritual need? [Consider how Jesus is both the climax 

and the resolution] 

4) How do the various characters respond to Jesus within the context? 

5) What is your response to Jesus? 
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Bread of Life
Light of the 

World

Door of the 

Sheep

Good 

Shepherd

Resurrection 

and Life

Way, Truth, 

and Life
True Vine

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. The Hypostatic Union7  

The hypostatic union may be defined as ‘the second person, the preincarnate Christ came and took 

to Himself a human nature and remains forever undiminished Deity and true humanity united in one 

person forever.’ When Christ came, a person came, not just a nature; He took on an additional nature, 

a human nature – He did not simply dwell in a human person. The result of the union of the two 

natures is the theanthropic Person (the God-man). 

 

In summarizing the hypostatic union, three facts are noted: (1) Christ has two distinct natures: 

humanity and deity; (2) there is no mixture or intermingling of the two natures; (3) although He has 

two natures, Christ is one person. 

 

C. The Kenosis8 

The kenosis problem involves the interpretation of Philippians 2:7, “(He) emptied [Gk. ekenosen] 

Himself.” The critical question is: Of what did Christ empty Himself? Liberal theologians suggest Christ 

emptied Himself of His deity, but it is evident from His life and ministry that He did not, for His deity 

was displayed on numerous occasions. Two main points may be made: 

  

 (1) “Christ merely surrendered the independent exercise of some of his relative or transitive 

 attributes. He did not surrender the absolute or immanent attributes in any sense; He was always 

 perfectly holy, just, merciful, truthful, and faithful.” This statement has merit and provides a 

 solution to problem passages such as Matthew 24:36. The key word in this definition would be 

 “independent” because Jesus did on many occasions reveal His relative attributes.  

 

(2) Christ took to Himself an additional nature. The context of Philippians 2:7 provides the best 

solution to the kenosis problem. The emptying was not a subtraction but an addition. The four 

following phrases (Phil. 2:7-8) explain the emptying: “(a) taking the form of a bond-servant, and 

(b) being made in the likeness of men. And (c) being found in appearance as a man, (d) He humbled 

Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death.” The ‘emptying’ of Christ was taking on an 

additional nature, a human nature with its limitations. His deity was never surrendered. 
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Necessity of the Hypostatic Union and Kenosis 

Both natures are necessary for redemption. As a man, Christ could represent man and die as a man; 

as God the death of Christ could have infinite value ‘sufficient to provide redemption for the sins of 

the world.’ 

 

The eternal priesthood of Christ is based on the hypostatic union. ‘By incarnation He became Man 

and hence could act as a human Priest. As God, His priesthood could be everlasting after the order of 

Melchizedek, and He properly could be a Mediator between God and man.’ 

 

For further study: Romans 5:12-21; Hebrews 1:3; 2:14-18; 4:14-10:39; Philippians 2:1-11 

 

CONCLUSION 

As we “press pause” on our study of Christology, the most important thing is not that we can fully understand or 

articulate the hypostatic union and kenosis of Jesus Christ. Rather, the most important thing is for us to believe 

that Jesus is who He claims to be in His Person and why He came to earth in the first place. The result of our belief 

is that we have life in His name – eternal and abundant.  

 

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 

saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 

knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 

hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and 

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working 

of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 

his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 

and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put 

all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the 

fullness of him who fills all in all.   | Ephesians 1:15-23 (ESV) 

 

…TO BE CONTINUED 
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TRAILHEAD | First Corinthians 15:3-4 

Genesis 3:21 – And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 

John 1:29 - …’Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!’ 

First Corinthians 15:3-4 – For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,… 

 

RABBIT TRAIL | Genesis 3:21; 22:1-19; Psalm 22; Isaiah 52-53; Gospels; Hebrews; Revelation 4-5; 7:9-17 

 

II. UNDERSTANDING THE WORK OF CHRIST 

 

A. The Sinless Life of Christ 

There is a tendency sometimes to treat the incarnation merely as the necessary precondition for the 

saving work of Christ – namely, His death and resurrection. In truth, it is the Son’s assumption of our 

nature that is the beginning of our salvation. His life is as essential to our salvation as His death and 

resurrection. In His obedience, we finally have a representative human being who has fulfilled the 

goal of our creation. 

 

While Adam and Israel demanded the perishable food they craved rather than obeying the will of God, 

one of our own brothers is able to say without hypocrisy, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent 

me and to accomplish the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your own 

presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed’ (John 17:4-5). Forever, into 

eternity, God the Son is a human being, reigning not only as God but as the faithful shepherd-king that 

Adam and Israel’s kings refused to be – in fact, were incapable of being.9 

 

1. The Words of Christ – The Teaching Ministry of Jesus 

The Gospels not only give an apologetic to the authenticity and claims of Christ’s Messiahship, 

they also give considerable space to the actual words and teachings of Christ. According to Enns, 

in the combined writings of the Gospels Jesus’ words make up more than half the material. 

 

The following texts are representative of Jesus’ teaching: 

• The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) 

• The Kingdom Parables (Matthew 13) 

• The Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24-25) 

• The Upper Room Discourse (John 13-16) 

 

“Additionally, the four Gospels contain many discourses and parables reflecting the authority of 

Christ in His teaching. The teaching of Christ authenticated His claims as Messiah; He indicated 

the words He taught were from the Father who had sent Him (John 12:49) and that He had come 

forth from the Father (John 17:8). The words He spoke were words of eternal life (John 6:63, 68); 

they reflected the wisdom of God (Matt. 13:54); even unbelievers were astonished at the wisdom 

and power of His teaching (Mark 6:2; Luke 4:22). The words of Christ were important in verifying 

the claims He made.”10 
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2. The Works of Christ – The Miracle Ministry of Jesus 

Jesus’ claim as the Christ – the Messiah – was further authenticated by the many miracles He 

performed. The Gospels capture many, but not all of Jesus’ teaching and miracles. However, those 

recorded by the writers are as intentional as the miracles themselves. Consider the purpose 

statement of John in chapter 20 verses 30 and 31:  

 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 

this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

The miracles of Jesus complimented His teaching in a way that the observant Jew should have at 

the very least been questioning, “Is this the Messiah, or should we keep looking?” Consider Jesus’ 

teaching in His hometown synagogue (Luke 4:16-30) and what He tells messengers of John the 

Baptist to consider in reporting back to John (Luke 7:18-23). 

 

MILLENIAL SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST’S MIRACLES 

MIRACLE MILLENIAL SIGNIFICANCE PROPHECY 

Water to Wine 

(John 2:1-11) 

Joy, gladness Isaiah 9:3-4; 12:3-6 

The 5,000 Fed 

(Matthew 14:15-21) 

Prosperity, abundance Isaiah 30:23-24; 35:1-7 

Walks on Water 

(Matthew 14:6) 

Environment change Isaiah 30; 41 

Catch of Fish 

(Luke 5:1-11) 

Abundance, authority over 

animal world 

Isaiah 11:6-8 

Storm Stilled 

(Matthew 8:23-27) 

Control over elements Isaiah 11:9; 65:25 

The Blind Healed 

(Matthew 9:27-31) 

No physical or spiritual 

blindness 

Isaiah 35:5 

Raising the Dead 

(Matthew 9:18-26; Luke 11) 

Longevity, no death for the 

believer 

Isaiah 65:20 

*Chart from The Moody Handbook of Theology, p.244 

 

 

 

SELECTED MIRACLES IN JOHN’S GOSPEL 

SIGN SIGNIFICANCE 

Water changed to wine (2:1-11) Quality 

Healing the nobleman’s son (4:46-54) Space 

Healing man at the pool (5:1-18) Time 

Feeding the 5,000 (6:1-14) Quantity 

Walking on the water (6:16-21) Nature 

Healing the blind man (9:1-41) Misfortune 

Raising Lazarus (11:1-44) Death 
*Chart from The Moody Handbook of Theology, p.245 
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3. The Temptation of Christ 

Jesus was repeatedly “tempted” during His life and ministry in every way humanly imaginable, yet 

He was sinless. “Among evangelicals the issue is not whether or not Christ sinned; all evangelicals 

would deny that Christ actually sinned. The question in the debate is whether or not Christ could 

have sinned.”11 While some debate that Jesus couldn’t have sinned, others argue that He could 

have but didn’t. The terminology employed in such a debate is peccability and impeccability [see 

article for further study and understanding]. 

 

While it may be enticing to draw battle lines, take sides, and engage in the debate, I find it much 

more refreshing to simply engage the text and consider the reality of Christ’s willingness to face 

temptation on our behalf and to emerge sinless during His 33 years among us.  

 

Since Jesus’ sinless life on our behalf is often overlooked when considering the gospel, take some 

time to work through the following texts that demonstrate not only what Jesus endured but why 

He was willing to in the first place. 

 

• The Great Temptation: Matthew 4:1-11 (parallels: Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13) 

• Other Various Temptations: Read through the gospels with this idea of “temptation” in 

mind. Jesus would have faced temptations in many forms, consider the following topics: 

� Soften His teaching to be more acceptable to His audience 

� Give into the constant pressures of the religious leaders (Pharisees, Scribes, 

Sadducees, and Lawyers) 

� Yield to the cultural, political, and religious pressures 

� Constantly misunderstood and rejected 

� Pressures of death on several occasions 

� Pressures of being crowned king  

� Dealing with His disciples who regularly didn’t understand or “get it” 

� Pressures on display in the garden of Gethsemane – the impending weight of 

taking on the sin of mankind and facing the wrath of the Father on our behalf 

� Physical pain of cross and events preceding 

� Spiritual agony of the sin He would bear 

� Ridicule He faced while on the cross – soldiers, religious leaders, criminals, etc. 

• Purpose of Christ’s Temptations and Sinlessness: Romans 5:12-21; 2 Corinthians 5:11-

21; Hebrews 2:14-18 and 4:14-16; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 1 John 1:28-29 

 

4. The Rejection of Christ 

Jesus came to His own people (Israel), and they refused Him as their Messiah (John 1:11). They 

were exposed to His life, teaching, and miracles, but ultimately rejected Him. Unbelief and distain 

run rampant throughout the gospels, some examples include:  

Matthew 12:22-32; 13:53-58; Mark 6:1-6; John 5:18, 36-47; 7:25-36; 10:22-42; 11:45-57; Luke 

22:47-23:49 (see parallel passages) 
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B. The Substitutionary Death of Christ 

“After the fall, God could have left humanity mired in its guilt, but instead he promised his gospel (Ge 

3:15) and confirmed it by replacing their own cover-up clothes with the skins of animals that he had 

sacrificed for them (Ge 3:21).”12 

 

“Genesis 4 therefore grounds the sacrificial system commanded by God at Mount Sinai in the history 

of creation, fall, and redemption. …Yet not even the guilt offerings commanded in the law could 

actually take away the guilt and tyranny of sin. They could only serve as a shadow – a placeholder, if 

you will – for the coming Lamb. This point is elaborated extensively in Hebrews. Although the annual 

sacrificed covered over guilt for the time being (the Hebrew word kipper, translated atone, means 

‘cover over’), ‘in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year” (Heb 10:3). The conscience is 

never freed from its bondage to the fear of condemnation and death. ‘For it is impossible for the blood 

of bulls and goats to take away sins’ (Heb 10:4).”13 

 

“Priest in the temple were covered with blood from head to toe during their atonement ministry. 

‘Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified in blood, and 

without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins’ (Heb 

9:22). This is not an arbitrary command of a bloodthirsty deity. 

Rather, it belongs to the covenantal context of God’s law. God’s 

wrath is an expression of his righteous judgment, and blood is 

shorthand for the whole life of the person that God requires of 

transgressors: ‘For the life of every creature is its blood: its blood is its life’ (Lev 17:4). 

 

Substitution is made vividly explicit in a priest’s act of laying his hands on the head of the sacrifice, 

transferring guilt from the offerer (Lev 1:4; 4:20-35; cf. 5:10; 6:7; 16:7, 21-22; 17:11). The burnt 

offering – singled out for atonement – was to be either from the flock or the herd, but in either case 

‘a male without blemish’ (Lev 1:3). Further, the priest would sprinkle the blood of the sin offering on 

the altar and mercy seat, which covered the treaty tablets in the ark of the covenant. ‘Thus the priest 

shall make atonement on your behalf, and you shall be forgiven’ (4:30-31 NSRV; cf. 16:21-27). 

 

The Old Testament not only foreshadows Christ’s sacrifice by its Levitical system but points, through 

the words of the prophets, to the Suffering Servant. Most famously, in Isaiah 53 the Servant is the 

bearer of the iniquities of those whom he represents, and then is exalted in glory. From the very 

beginning of his ministry, Jesus’ mission was marked, as John the Baptist announced, ‘Look, the Lamb 

of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (Jn 1:29).14 
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Trailhead: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Rabbit Trail: Psalm 22 

 

Who is the “servant” in this text? (cf. Isaiah 42-

49; Acts 8:26-40)   

 

If Isaiah 52:13-15 were to serve as an 

introductory summary to this entire text, 

what key observations could we make? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider the severity of our sin and the 

extreme suffering Jesus was willing to 

endure on behalf of mankind. 

 

 

As you read through the text, highlight 

(circle, underline, mark in some way) Jesus in order 

to emphasize what He was willing to 

endure. Similarly, highlight the “we” in its 

various forms to see what we rightly 

deserved and what we receive instead due 

to His substitutionary death. 

 

 

What stands out to you in verses 10-11? 

What New Testament texts come to mind as 

you read these verses? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In verses 10-12, what does the Suffering 

Servant accomplish through His sacrifice? 

 

 

Isaiah 52:13–53:12 (ESV) 

13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted 

up, and shall be exalted. 14 As many were astonished at you—

his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and 

his form beyond that of the children of mankind— 15 so shall he 

sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths because of 

him, for that which has not been told them they see, and that 

which they have not heard they understand.  

 

1 Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom 

has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  

 

2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root 

out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should 

look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 3 He was 

despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 

with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was 

despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he has borne our 

griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our 

transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was 

the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds 

we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 

turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on 

him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to 

the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

so he opened not his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he 

was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that 

he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the 

transgression of my people? 9 And they made his grave with the 

wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done 

no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.  

 

10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him 

to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see 

his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall 

prosper in his hand. 11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see 

and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my 

servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall 

bear their iniquities.  

 

12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he 

shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his 

soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he 

bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the 

transgressors. 
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“There are a number of theories concerning the significance of Christ’s death. The emphasis of the 

New Testament, however, is that Christ died a substitutionary death on behalf of sinners. His death is 

also called vicarious, meaning ‘one in place of another.’ The pronouns in Isaiah 53 stress the 

substitutionary nature of Christ’s death: ‘But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was 

crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we 

are healed.’ The tenor of 1 Peter 2:24 is similar: ‘and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, 

so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.’ 

 

Two Greek prepositions teach the substitutionary aspect of Christ’s death. The preposition anti, 

translated ‘for’ and meaning ‘instead of,’ teaches substitution. Matthew 20:28 states, ‘The Son of man 

did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for [anti] many’ (cf. Mark 10:45). 

The usage of anti in Luke 11:11 indicates that ‘instead of’ (substitution) is the basic meaning of this 

preposition. A second preposition, huper, meaning ‘in place of’ also emphasizes substitution. First 

Timothy 2:6 states that Christ ‘gave Himself as a ransom for [huper] all.’ Galatians 3:13 also teaches 

this truth: ‘Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for [huper] us.’ By 

dying on the Roman cross Christ died as a substitute for all humanity (cf. 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Peter 3:18). 

This doctrine is important inasmuch as the righteous demands of a holy God were met completely 

through Christ’s complete payment for sin. It is on this basis that God may declare believing sinners 

righteous and accept them into fellowship without any compromise on His part. All believer’s sins are 

placed on Christ, who completely atoned for them and paid for them through His death.” 15 

 

“Jesus comes not only to bear our sins, but to fulfill all righteousness on our behalf. And then he offers 

himself as a guilt offering. ‘For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 

sanctified’ (Heb 10:14). Jesus not only brings atonement (covering offering), but forgiveness of sins. 

‘Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin’ (v.18) Thus, the guilt 

offering is finished. Jesus is the sacrifice to end all sacrifices.”16 

 

“The New Testament sees these Old Testament sacrifices as prefiguring Christ’s work – not only his 

death and resurrection but his faithful life – as the shadow is related to the substance or type to 

fulfillment (Col 2:17; Heb 9:23-24; 10:1; 13:11-12; 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 3:13; 1 Jn 1:7). The Christian claim 

is that Jesus is ‘the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world’ (Jn 1:29); he is ‘our Passover’ 

(1 Cor 5:7; cf. 1 Pet 1:19).”17 
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Trailhead: Hebrews 6:13-10:18 

Rabbit Trail: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

Consider the context of Hebrews:  

Read through Hebrews in one sitting and take note of the many ways in which Jesus is superior (better) to all the 

symbols, the substance of all the shadows, and the fulfillment of the entire Old Covenant. 

Our immediate context emphasizes His priesthood – and specifically, His ‘once for all sacrifice.’ 

 

� What do we learn concerning the certainty of God’s promise in Hebrews 6:13-20? 

 

 

� Why was it necessary for Jesus to become a priest after the order of Melchizedek? (Hebrews 6:20-7:22) 

 

 

� What are the results of Jesus’ priesthood? (Hebrews 7:18-19, 22) 

 

 

� What do we discover about Jesus and His priesthood from Hebrews 7:23-28? 

 

 

� Why is Jesus the mediator of a better covenant? (Hebrews 8:1-13) 

 

 

� What “shadow” is being discussed in Hebrews 9:1-10?  

 

 

� In light of the shadow presented in Hebrews 9:1-10, how is Jesus the substance in verses 11-14? 

 

 

� What is the result of Jesus being a better high priest? (Hebrews 9:15-22) 

 

 

� How is Jesus’ priesthood and sacrifice described in Hebrews 9:23-28? 

 

 

� How does Hebrews 10:1-18 emphasize Christ’s “once for all” sacrifice? 

 

 

� What are the results of Christ’s “once for all” sacrifice in verses 19-39? 

 

 

 

For further study: Genesis 22:1-19; Luke 22:39-23:56; Christ Has Set Us Free – 9 Words Every Christian Should 

Know by Patrick Griffiths 
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C. The Glorious Resurrection of Christ 

As essential as His sinless life and substitutionary death, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 

is of equal importance. Paul stated in First Corinthians, “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith 

is futile and you are still in your sins” (15:17). 

 

Thinking It Through 

Our study is merely a drop in the bucket compared to the ocean-sized depth that is the resurrection 

of Jesus. We could explore the importance of the resurrection, the prophecies fulfilled by the 

resurrection, the proofs of the resurrection, and various other important aspects that have been 

scrutinized and highly debated. Instead, let us consider some key components of the resurrection. 

Like always, you are encouraged to read through and study far more than we can explore during this 

session (the Gospels, the OT prophecies, etc.). 

 

1) The Claim of Jesus – John 10:17-18 (cf. confirmation of His claim John 11:1-44) 

2) The Controversy – Matthew 27:62-66 

3) The Confirmation – Matthew 28:1-10 (cf. Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-49; John 20:1-21:21) 

4) The Cover Up – Matthew 28:11-15 

 

The Ascension18 

The ascension of Christ is described in Mark 16:19, Luke 24:51, and Acts 1:9. It is also mentioned in 

Acts 2:33, where Peter indicates the evidence of Christ’s ascension is the fact that He sent forth the 

Holy Spirit, who was witnessed by so many on the day of Pentecost. Peter further emphasizes that 

Christ’s ascension was in fulfillment of Psalm 110:1 where the Lord said, ‘Sit at My right hand.’ Paul 

emphasizes the same truth in Ephesians 4:8, where he indicates Christ ‘ascended on high . . . and He 

gave gifts to men.’ The book of Hebrews encourages believers to draw near to the throne of grace 

with confidence because ‘we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the 

Son of God’ (Heb. 4:14). Peter indicates the believer is saved through an appeal to the risen, ascended 

Lord (1 Peter 3:22). 

 

CONCLUSION 

As we conclude this brief survey of Christology, it only seems fitting that are gaze be elevated to see Jesus from a 

vantage point that is not only breathtaking, but completely outside our capacity to fully grasp and appreciate. The 

scene on display in Revelation 4 and 5 gives us a glimpse into the throne room of heaven and leaves us in awe of 

who we see. 
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ORIENTING OUR COMPASS TO TRUE NORTH 

 

� DRAMA: As we embark on this adventure in systematic theology, let us keep an eye on how and where 

each study fits into the overarching narrative of Scripture. Let us be mindful that Jesus is the centerpiece 

of this story and that we have been invited to share in the journey. When it comes to the study of  

Christology,  

1) How is the Storyline of Scripture shaped and impacted by Jesus? 

2) How do we see Jesus as the centerpiece of this Story? What shadows continually point to Jesus 

as the substance? 

3) In what way(s) are we invited to share in the journey? 

 

� DOCTRINE: How do the truths discovered in Christology impact our worldview?  

 

� DOXOLOGY: How does the doctrine of Christology shape our worship of God today? 

 

� DISCIPLESHIP: How does the doctrine of Christology impact life on the horizontal? How does right thinking 

overflow into our actions and feelings? 
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