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 CHARTING OUR COURSE 

I. Defining Pneumatology 

II. The Holy Spirit in the Old Covenant 

III. The Holy Spirit in the Life and Ministry of  

Jesus Christ 

IV. The Holy Spirit in the New Covenant 
 

TRAILHEAD | Luke 24:49 and Romans 8:15-17 

Luke 24:49 – And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with 

power from on high. 

 

Romans 8:15-17 – For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 

whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs – 

heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

 

 RABBIT TRAIL | John 14-17; Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-11; 2:1-47; Romans 8:1-39; Galatians 5:1-26  

 

I. DEFINITION OF PNEUMATOLOGY 

The word pneumatology comes from the Greek word, pneuma, meaning “Spirit,” “spirit,” “wind,” 

“breath,” “ghost,” or “breath of life”; and logos, meaning “word” or “discourse”; hence, pneumatology is 

a discourse about the Spirit – the third Person of the Trinity. In the Old Covenant, the Hebrew counterpart 

is ruah, meaning “Spirit,” “spirit,” “wind,” or “breath.” 

 

“Because the Holy Spirit is a member of the triune 

Godhead the special study of His person and work 

could not be more important. As might be expected 

wherever God and His truth are involved, false 

teaching has developed to distort or deny orthodox 

doctrine.”1 As a result, the Holy Spirit is often referred 

to as “it” or a “thing” or even an “influence” rather 

than the third Person of the Triune Godhead. What is 

true of God the Father and God the Son, is equally true 

of God the Holy Spirit.  

ATTRIBUTES OF THE TRIUNE GOD 

ATTRIBUTE FATHER SON HOLY SPIRIT 

Life Joshua 3:10 John 1:4 Romans 8:2 

Omniscience Psalm 139:1-6 John 4:17-18 1 Corinthians 2:10-12 

Omnipotence Genesis 1:1 John 1:3 Job 33:4 

Omnipresence Jeremiah 23:23-24 Matthew 28:20 Psalm 139:7-10 

Eternity Psalm 90:2 John 1:1 Hebrews 9:14 

Holiness Leviticus 11:44 Acts 3:14 Matthew 12:32 

Love 1 John 4:8 Romans 8:37-39 Galatians 5:22 

Truth John 3:33 John 14:6 John 14:17 
*Chart taken from The Moody Handbook of Theology, p.265 

I would question whether there is any great 

work of God revealed in the Word of God in 

which all of the members of the Godhead do 

not work together to accomplish God’s 

purpose. 

-J. Dwight Pentecost 
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II. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE OLD COVENANT 

There is much that could be covered on the Holy Spirit within the Old Covenant/Testament. Due to the 

survey nature of this study we will accent only a few aspects of His working. 

 

A. Co-Creator with the Father and the Son (Genesis 1 and 2; cf. John 1:1-5; Hebrews 1:1-4) 

 

B. Revelation and Inspiration  

The definitions of both revelation and inspiration were dealt with in our study on Bibliology, but as a 

quick reminder revelation means “discourse” or “unveiling,” while inspiration means “God-breathed.” 

2 Timothy 3:10-17 and 2 Peter 1:16-21 help us connect some dots in a direct and pointed manner. 

Paul adds further insight on the nature of revelation in Galatians 1:11-24 and Ephesians 3:1-13. 

 

The Old Testament prophet’s message did not originate with himself. He was merely the vehicle 

through whom God spoke to the people; he was guided by the Holy Spirit in giving forth his message. 

Consider the following examples: (1) David (2 Sam. 23:2-3; cf. Acts 1:16-17; 4:25-26; Matt. 22:41-46) 

(2) Jeremiah (Jer. 1:2, 4, 9, 11, 17) (3) Ezekiel (2:1-10; 3:16-27; 8:1-4; 11:24-25) (4) Micah (Mic. 3:8).2 

 

God revealed Himself in a variety of ways under the Old Covenant. Some of the methods He used 

were as follows: (1) spoken word (Gen. 12:1-3; 18:13, 17; Ex. 19:9; 20:1ff; Is. 6:8) (2) dreams (Gen. 

20:3; 31:10-13; 37:5-9; Dan. 2) (3) visions (Gen. 15:1; 1 Chron. 17:15; Ezek. 1:1; Dan. 8:1) (4) 

Theophanies (Gen. 18; Josh. 5:14; Judges 6:22; Dan. 3:24-25; 6:22).3 

 

C. Temporary “Indwelling/Filling” 

The Holy Spirit was actively involved in the lives of many under the Old Covenant. However, it was 

different than it is today under the New Covenant (shadow pointing to substance). The Spirit would 

“come upon, fill, or indwell” people for a variety of tasks or for leadership responsibilities. This 

empowerment by the Spirit was not permanent, but rather for a season and specific purpose. Many 

times when the purpose was complete the Spirit no longer filled/empowered/indwelt the individual. 

 

Some examples for consideration are as follows: 

(1) Moses (Numbers 11:16-30) 

(2) Joshua (Numbers 27:18) 

(3) Saul (1 Samuel 10:9-11; 16:14-15) 

(4) David (1 Samuel 16:12-13) 

(5) Othniel (Judges 3:10) 

(6) Gideon (Judges 6:34) 

(7) Jephthah (Judges 11:29) 

(8) Samson (Judges 14:6) 

(9) Balaam (Numbers 24:2) 

(10) Bezalel (Exodus 31:2-5) 

 

 

 

 

SHADOW

•Numbers 11:29

•Jeremiah 31:31-
34

• Ezekiel 11:19-20; 
36:22-27; 37:14

SUBSTANCE

•John 3:1-15

•John 14-17

•Romans 8

•Acts 1 and 2

•Galatians 3
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III. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST 

“Isaiah had prophesied that the Spirit would rest upon Messiah (42:1), giving Him wisdom, strength, and 

knowledge in His ministry (11:2-3). The gospel narratives continually reflect the power of the Holy Spirit 

upon Christ in His ministry in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecies. That is not to say, however, that Christ did  

not have power within Himself; He did (John 10:18). The fact that He ministered in the power of the Holy 

Spirit stresses the unity of the Trinity (cf. John 5:31-44; 6:29; 8:18; 10:37-38, etc.).”4 Furthermore, a strong 

case may be made that Jesus’ ministry in the power of the Spirit demonstrates to His disciples what life in 

the Spirit will look like. 

 

A. The Holy Spirit’s Involvement in the Virgin Birth of Christ 

The gospels pick up the Storyline that was prophesied in Genesis 3:15 of the Seed that would crush 

the head of the serpent and be a blessing to all nations (Gen. 12:1-3). Throughout the Storyline of 

Scripture the Seed Promise can be traced, and at every turn the Seed is assaulted by the enemy in an 

attempt to annihilate this Promise from being fulfilled. As you read through the Old Covenant you’ll 

discover that at several points in history the enemy gets “drastically close” to accomplishing his 

sinister purposes. Yet, God sovereignly preserves the lineage of the Messiah and both Matthew and 

Luke’s gospel accounts emphasize the Spirit’s role in the birth of Christ – a birth that was prophesied 

in Isaiah 7:14 as being virgin born. The results of the virgin birth were threefold: (1) the human nature 

of Christ came into existence; (2) the human nature of Christ was sinless; (3) the human nature of 

Christ brought human limitations. 

 

B. The Ministry of Christ5 

Luke 4:18 indicates Christ was anointed by the Holy Spirit, which probably occurred at His baptism 

when the Holy Spirit visibly came upon Christ. The Spirit’s coming upon Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of 

Isaiah 61:1. Just as kings were anointed (2 Sam. 2:4) and priests were anointed (Ex. 28:41), so the 

Messiah would be anointed (Messiah = Anointed One). The act of anointing conferred power; in this 

case the Holy Spirit would Himself be the anointing, empowering Christ for ministry. 

 

Several points may be made summarizing the anointing of Christ: 

(1) The anointing designated Jesus as Israel’s Messiah and King (John 1:31; cf. 1 Sam. 16:1-3) 

(2) The anointing introduced Jesus to His public ministry (Acts 10:38) 

(3) The anointing empowered Jesus for His public ministry (Luke 4:18) 

(4) The anointing was a divine authentication of Jesus (Matthew 3:16-17; cf. 17:5) 

 

Obviously, much more could be explored concerning the role of the Spirit in the life and ministry of 

Jesus as one journeys through the gospels. However, let us turn our attention to the death and 

resurrection of Christ. 

 

C. The Death and Resurrection of Christ6 

The Spirit played a vital role in the death of Christ (Heb. 9:14). The concept of the suffering Servant of 

Isaiah may be prominent in the mind of the writer of Hebrews. If this is the case, then the Spirit who 

comes upon the Servant in Isaiah 42:1 is also the Spirit who leads the Servant to bear the sins of many 

in Isaiah 52:13-53:12. 
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As it relates to the resurrection of Christ, Scripture emphasizes each person of the Godhead as being 

involved in the process: (1) God the Father (Eph. 1:19-20; Ps. 16:10); (2) God the Son (John 10:18); (3) 

God the Holy Spirit (Romans 1:14; 8:11). 

 

IV. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NEW COVENANT 

As under the Old Covenant, an exploration of the person and work of the Holy Spirit reaches farther than 

this brief study can make provision for. However, we will explore a couple of “trailheads” that will 

encourage us to know and enjoy our God in ways we may often take Him for granted. 

 

Trailhead: John 14-17  

Rabbit Trail: Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-11; 2:1-47 

 

Considering the Context: Upper Room Discourse (John 13-17) 

 

 

 

 

 

What tension is on display in the text? Why? (John 13:31-14:14) 

 

 

 

 

How does Jesus address this tension? (John 14:15-20) 

 

 

 

Who is this Helper? How is He described? (John 14:15-20, 25-27) 

 

 

 

 

 

What imagery does Jesus use to help His disciples further grasp this relationship with the Godhead? (John 15:1-

17)  

 

 

In this metaphor, what are the two realities of all “true branches” connected to the “True Vine”? 

1) True branches ____________________                         

2) True branches ____________________ 

 

According to this text, how is “fruit bearing” accomplished? What does “fruit bearing” prove? 
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In the context of Jesus leaving and imparting the Holy Spirit to His disciples, how does this text help them better 

understand the what their relationship with God looks like? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In John 15:18-16:4a, Jesus warns His disciples that not everyone will be thrilled about their relationship with 

God? How should they expect to be treated by those outside this relationship? 

 

 

 

 

Why should Jesus’ disciples expect such treatment?  

 

 

 

 

 

How does the Spirit help Christ’s followers amidst the pressures of suffering? (John 15:26-27) 

 

 

 

 

Obviously, this was a lot for the disciples to process. Why did Jesus wait until now to share these realities with 

them? Why did sorrow fill their hearts? (John 16:4b-6) 

 

 

 

Why does Jesus say that it was to their advantage for Him to leave them? (John 16:7) 

 

 

 

 

How is the Spirit described in John 16:4b-15, and what will His role look like? 

Described: 

 

 

 

 

Role/Responsibilities:  
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Representations 
of the Holy Spirit

CLOTHING

DOVE

PLEDGE

FIRE

OIL

SEAL

WATER

WIND

In John 16:16-33, the disciples continue to struggle processing all this information Jesus was communicating.  

1) What did all this produce in their inner being in the immediate?      

2) What did Jesus tell them about this sorrow?  

3) What happens in verses 28-30?  

4) How does Jesus summarize everything up this point in verse 33? 

 

 

 

 

 

Take some time to read chapter 17 slowly and see how Jesus prays specifically about the major points He was 

just communicating with His disciples.  [Consider the following: God being glorified; eternal life; faith/belief in 

the Son; the relationship between God and man; man’s relationships with one another; joy; truth; love; etc.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Works of 
the Holy 

Spirit

Teaches

Testifies

Guides

ConvictsRegenerates

Intercedes

Directs
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LIFE IN THE SPIRIT LIFE IN THE FLESH

Trailhead: Romans 8:1-39 

Rabbit Trail: Galatians 3:1-4:7 and 5:1-26 

 

Romans 8 can easily be broken down into the following four sections:  

1) No Condemnation (before God) (8:1-11)   3) No Frustration (in suffering) (8:18-30) 

2) No Obligation (to the flesh) (8:12-17)   4) No Separation (from God’s love) (8:31-39) 

 

Although much more could be mined from this text, our primary consideration will be what life looks like in the 

Spirit on account of our in Christ position (standing/identity). 

 

In the space provided, document the contrast between life in the Spirit and life in the flesh from Romans 8:1-8: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do verses 9-11 help a person wrestling to identify their true identity? How does one know if they are “in 

the flesh” or “in the Spirit”? 

 

 

 

 

NO OBLIGATION TO THE FLESH: In verses 12-17, how does our standing/identity in Christ impact the way we 

live? Do we still wrestle with sin? Does it still have intrinsic consequences? Are we still slaves to sin as we were 

before Christ? 
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How does the text describe those who belong to God (those “in Christ,” those “indwelt by the Spirit”)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO FRUSTRATION IN SUFFERING: In Romans 8:18-30, describe the two ways in which humanity and the rest of 

creation are connected as we experience life under the curse. 

 

 

 

How do verses 23-25 describe our waiting process?  

 

 

 

How does the Spirit help us amidst our suffering in weakness? (v.26-30) 

 

 

 

 

NO SEPARATION FROM GOD’S LOVE: As Romans 8 comes to a close in verses 31-39, it ends at an apex! How are 

we reassured from this text that God’s love for us is not based on our performance or circumstances, but solely 

on our identity in Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

For further study on Pneumatology consider the following topics, texts, and resources: 

1) Reigning Grace and the Holy Spirit (Chapter 7) – What does life in the Spirit look like?  

2) Gifts of the Spirit – Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12-14; Galatians 5:16-26; Ephesians 4 

 

 

 

 

1 Paul Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, p.259 
2 Ibid., p.270 
3 Ibid., p.271 
4 Ibid., p.275 
5 Ibid., p.276 
6 Ibid., p. 277 

                                                           


