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 CHARTING OUR COURSE 

I. Angels 

A. Definition of Angels 

B. Nature and Classification of Angels 

C. Ministry of Angels 

II. Demons 

A. Definition and Origin of Demons 

B. Characteristics and Activity of Demons 

C. Judgment of Demons 

III. Satan 

A. Existence of Satan 

B. Origin and Fall of Satan 

C. Mission and Activity of Satan 

D. Judgment of Satan 
   

TRAILHEAD | Hebrews 1:3-4 and Colossians 2:13-15 

Hebrews 1:3-4 – He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by 

the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become 

as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 

Colossians 2:13-15 – And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, 

having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing 

it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. 

 

RABBIT TRAIL | Genesis 3:1-24; Job 1 and 2; Daniel; Ephesians 2:1-2; 3:7-13; 6:10-20; Matthew 24 and 25; 2 

Peter 2; Luke 8:26-39; Revelation 9:1-11; 12:1-17; 19 and 20 

 

I. ANGELS 

 

A. Definition of Angels1 

The existence of angels is verified throughout Scripture being referenced in 34 books of the Bible (17 Old 

Testament; 17 New Testament).  There are a number of different words used in Scripture to define angelic 

beings.  

 

1) Angel – The Hebrew word malak simply means ‘messenger’; it may refer to a human messenger 

(1 Kings 19:2) or a divine messenger (Gen. 28:12). As a divine messenger an angel is a ‘heavenly 

being charged by God with some commission.’ The word is found 103 times in the Old Testament. 

The Greek word angelos occurs 175 in the New Testament; however, of men it is used only six 

times. The word angelos is similar to the Hebrew word malak; it also means ‘messenger . . . who 

speaks and acts in the place of the one who has sent him.’ 
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2) Sons of God – Angels are called ‘sons of God’ in that, in their unfallen estate, they are God’s sons 

by His creation (Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7). This phrase is also used in Genesis 6:1-4, however, it’s debated 

whether the reference is to mankind or angelic beings (fallen angels; cf. 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6). 

 

3) Holy ones – Angels are also referred to as ‘holy ones’ (Ps. 89:5, 7) in the sense that they are ‘set 

apart’ by God and for God as attendants to His holiness. 

 

4) Host – Angels are referred to as the ‘host,’ which can be understood to denote the armies of 

heaven (Ps. 89:6, 8; 1 Sam. 17:45; cf. 2 Kings 6:8-23; Dan. 4:34-35). The phrases used to describe 

the angels in this manner are ‘host of heaven,’ and as the millions of heavenly beings that 

surround God they are called ‘hosts’ in the phrase ‘Lord of hosts’ (Isa. 31:4-5).  

 

B. Nature and Classification of Angels 

1) Angels are created beings – Like man, angels are created beings. Unlike man, angels are not 

created in the image of God. Their creation, although not specifically or directly mentioned, 

appears to have taken place prior to that of mankind (Ps. 148:2-5; Job 38:4-7). Colossians 1:16 

differentiates between Creator and creation, and ultimately declares the purpose of all creation 

– including angels.  

 

2) Angels are spirit beings – Hebrews 1:14 helps us better understand the nature of angels as 

“ministering spirits,” and speaks further to their purpose and role. Although angels are spirit 

beings, they do often appear to mankind in the form of human bodies (Gen. 18:2; cf. Gen. 18-19). 

In fact, we are told that we may be in the presence of an angel without realizing it (Heb. 13:2). As 

spirit beings, angels do not function in the same way humans do: 1) do not marry or procreate 

(Mark 12:25; Matt. 22:30) 2) not subject to death (Luke 20:36) 3) have greater wisdom, power, 

and abilities than that of humans. 

 

3) Angels have a variety of classifications –  

a) Higher order than man (temporarily) – The incarnate Messiah was said to be “lower than the 

angels” (Heb. 2:7, 9; Ps. 8:5). Angels also appear to be of a higher order than humans due to 

their abilities (Matt. 28:2; Acts 5:19; 2 Pet. 2:11; Gen. 19:11; Num. 22:22-41; 2 Kings 19:32-

37; cf. 2 Chron. 32:20-23; Is. 37:33-38). However, this is only temporary since angels will 

judged by believers (1 Cor. 6:3; cf. 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6) and are not recipients of salvation (1 Pet. 

1:12; Heb. 2:14-18). 

 

b) Various Rankings – When classifying angelic beings there appears to be structure or hierarchy 

among both angels and demons (fallen angels), however, there are not many details as what 

this structure actually looks like. Consider the following texts that appear to reference such 

structure or special prominence: Daniel 10:13; 12:1; Jude 9; Ephesians 6:12; Revelation 12; 

Isaiah 6:1-6; Ezekiel 1; Genesis 3:24; Exodus 25:17-22.  
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C. Ministry of Angels 

Angels have ministered in a variety of ways throughout Scripture. We see them in heaven before the 

throne of God; before, during, and following Christ’s ministry; to believers following Christ’s 

ascension; and even to unbelievers in the form of judgment. The following chart attempts to capture 

a number of those aspects. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS2 
RECIPIENTS SERVICE SCRIPTURE 

Ministry to God 1) Cherubim proclaim and protect the 

glorious presence of the LORD  

2) Seraphim proclaim the holiness of God 

1) Genesis 3:24; Exodus 25:17-22; 

Ezekiel 1 

2) Isaiah 6:1-6 

Ministry to Christ 1) Predicted His birth  

2) Proclaimed His birth  

3) Protected Him in infancy  

4) Ministered to Jesus after His temptation 

5) Strengthened Him at Gethsemane  

6) Announced His resurrection 

7) Attended His ascension 

8) Will attend His second coming 

1) Luke 1:26-35 

2) Luke 2:8-15 

3) Matthew 2:13, 20 

4) Matthew 4:11 

5) Luke 22:43 

6) Matthew 28:1-7; Mark 16:1-7; 

Luke 24:1-7; John 20:11-13 

7) Acts 1:10 

8) Matthew 25:31 

Ministry to Believers 1) Physical protection 

2) Physical provision 

3) Encouragement 

4) Direction 

5) Assistance in prayer 

1) Acts 5:18-20; 12:6-11; 

Revelation 7:1-8 

2) 1 Kings 19:4-8 

3) Acts 27:21-26 

4) Acts 8:26; 10:3, 22 

5) Acts 12:1-17 

Relationship to 

Unbelievers 

1) Announced destruction on Sodom 

2) Will announce destruction of world 

powers and those that worship the Beast 

3) Judged the people of Jerusalem for their 

idolatry  

4) Struck Herod Agrippa I for blasphemy 

5) Instrumental in judgment at the end of 

the age 

1) Genesis 19 

2) Revelation 14 

3) Ezekiel 9 

4) Acts 12:23 

5) Matthew 13:36-43; Revelation 

8; 9; 11:15; 15; 16 

 

II. DEMONS 

There are a number of theories about the origin of demons, including, spirits of deceased evil people, 

spirits of a pre-Adamic race, offspring of angels and women, and that of fallen angels. No doubt more 

theories abound, but all should be tested and filtered through the biblical text.  

 

A. Definition and Origin of Demons3 

A prominent view of the origin of demons understands them to be fallen but unconfined angels. This 

view teaches that when Lucifer rebelled against God he fell from his place of prominence and led with 

him a host of lower-ranking angels. Lucifer, now called Satan, is the ‘ruler of demons’ (Matt. 12:24). 

Matthew 25:41 also refers to ‘the devil and his angels,’ which would refer to demons; similarly, 

Revelation 12:7 mentions ‘the dragon and his angels.’ 
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Scripture indicates there are two groups of fallen angels. One group is the demons who are free and 

active in the world. Other fallen angels are bound in confinement. Some are mentioned as being 

confined to tartarus (translated ‘hell’ in 2 Peter 2:4); they are confined because of some enormous 

sin (some relate this to Genesis 6 in suggesting the ‘sons of God’ were angels). Jude 6 may refer to the 

same confinement. Another group of fallen angels are kept confined in the pit (Luke 8:31; Rev. 9:2). 

They were ‘apparently too depraved and harmful to be allowed to roam upon the earth.’ Revelation 

9 indicates these demons will be released from confinement during the tribulation to afflict people 

who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads (Rev. 9:1-11). 

 

B. Characteristics and Activity of Demons4 

 

CHARACTERISTICS OF DEMONS ACTIVITY OF DEMONS 

Spirit beings – without fleshly bodies (Matt. 

8:16; Luke 10:17, 20) 

Inflict disease (Luke 13:10-17) – affliction by 

Satan or demons is limited by God (Job 1:12; 2:6; 

cf. 2 Cor. 12:7-10) 

Localized – not omnipresent (Matt. 8:28-34; cf. 

Acts 16:16-24) 

Influence the mind (Gen. 3:1-5; 2 Cor. 4:4; 11:3; 

James 3:15) 

Intelligent – not omniscient (Mark 1:24; Matt. 

8:29; 1 Tim. 4:1) 

Deceive people (1 Thess. 3:5; Eph. 2:2; Matt. 

13:19) 

Powerful – not omnipotent (Mark 5:1-20; 9:14-

29; Matt. 9:32-34; 15:21-28; John 10:19-21) 

Deceive nations (Rev. 16:14) 

 Note: some of the above texts are more 

specifically directed at Satan, but certainly carry 

over to his army of demons 

 

C. Judgment of Demons 

The pronouncement of judgment on demons is inextricably linked to the judgment on Satan. Matthew 

25:41 clearly connects the fate of the devil and the fate of demons to eternal fire and judgment (cf. 

Rev. 19:19-21; 20:1-15; Jude 6; 2 Pet. 2:4).  Although it may appear that the enemy is winning or at 

the very least gaining ground, the reality is that the power of Satan and his hoard of demons has been 

conquered through the cross of Jesus Christ (Col. 2:8-15). 

 

III. SATAN5 

The primary witness to the reality of Satan is not experience or sensational stories but the testimony of 

Scripture. Both the Old Testament and New Testament affirm the reality and existence of Satan. When 

Genesis 3 discusses the serpent, it is recognized that the serpent was Satan and that the judgment 

pronounced (Gen. 3:15) must be a reference to him. Satan is specifically mentioned in Job 1 and 2 as he 

came to accuse Job before God. In 1 Chronicles 21:1 Satan led David to take a census of the Israelites. In 

Zechariah 3:1-2 Satan is seen accusing the nation before God. 

 

Although Satan is not so named in Isaiah 14:1-17 and Ezekiel 28:11-19, these passages are understood 

with good reason to refer to his original state and subsequent fall (cf. Luke 10:18; Rev. 12:4). 
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The New Testament evidence for Satan’s existence is extensive. Every New Testament writer and nineteen 

of the books make reference to him (cf. Matt. 4:10; 12:26; Mark 1:13; 3:23, 26; 4:15; Luke 11:18; 22:3; 

John 13:27; etc.). Christ Himself makes reference to Satan twenty-five times. The fact of Satan’s existence 

finds ultimate support in the veracity of Christ’s words. 

 

Aside from prefill terms like Lucifer and cherub, there are many names for Satan in both Testaments that 

cumulatively establish his existence and evil character.  

 

NAMES OF SATAN 
NAME MEANING TEXT 

Satan Adversary Matthew 4:10 

Devil Slanderer Matthew 4:1 

Evil One Intrinsically Evil John 17:15 

Great Red Dragon Destructive Creature Revelation 12:3, 7, 9 

Serpent of Old Deceiver in Eden Revelation 12:9; cf. Gen. 3 

Abaddon Destruction Revelation 9:11 

Apollyon Destroyer  Revelation 9:11 

Adversary Opponent 1 Peter 5:8 

Beelzebul Lord of the Fly (Baalzebub) Matthew 12:24 

Belial Worthless (Beliar) 2 Corinthians 6:15 

God of this World Controls Philosophy of World 2 Corinthians 4:4 

Ruler of this World Rules World System John 12:31 

Prince of the Power of the Air Control of Unbelievers Ephesians 2:2 

Enemy Opponent Matthew 13:28 

Tempter Solicits People to Sin Matthew 4:3 

Murderer Leads People to Eternal Death John 8:44 

Liar Perverts the Truth John 8:44 

Accuser Opposes Believers before God Revelation 12:10 
*Chart taken from The Moody Handbook of Theology, p.307 

 

 

 

Trailhead: Ezekiel 28:11-19 [context: Ezekiel 26:1-28:19] 

Rabbit Trail: Isaiah 14:12-20 [context: Isaiah 11:1-14:23] and Revelation 12 

 

Consider the Context: Throughout the Scriptures (especially the OT) there is often an immediate, point-in-time 

reference to a nation, king, or event that also has either future fulfillment or is representative of a much fuller 

expression. We have such taking place in these specific texts. 

 

In Ezekiel 28: 1-10, why is the ‘prince of Tyre’ facing the judgment of God? 
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•Genesis 3

•Isaiah 14

•Ezekiel 28

GARDEN

•Genesis 4; 16; 21

•Job 1-2

ASSAULT AGAINST 

THE WOMAN'S SEED
•Gospels

•Luke 22-24

•Hebrews 2:14-18

CROSS

•John 14-17

•Acts

•1 and 2 Peter

ASSAULT CONTINUES

•Revelation 12-13

•Revelation 20-21

GARDEN

In Ezekiel 28:11-19, the ‘king of Tyre’ is described with characteristics that appear to surpass mere mortal kings. 

How is he described in the following verses? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the result of his unrighteousness (sin, pride, etc.)?  

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 14:12-14 identifies and highlights this same individual through another world power – ‘the king of 

Babylon.’ Who does verse 12 appear to be speaking of?  

 

 

 

How is his heart exposed in verses 13 and 14? 

 

 

 

How did this play out for him? (v.11, 12, 15-20) 

 

 

 

 

Trailhead: Genesis 3 and Revelation 20 

Rabbit Trail: Job 1 and 2; Gospels (throughout); Acts 26:18; Romans 16:20; Ephesians 6:10-20; 1 Peter 

5:8; Revelation 12 and 20 

 

Drama – The Bible tells a single Story with Jesus at the center. Consider the impact and influence of the enemy 

within this great narrative. The following texts are merely representative of what we see taking place throughout 

the Story and help us gain perspective amidst revealed truth and our experience. 
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Consider the significant impact the following texts have concerning the enemy – his presence, influence, assault, 

and mission – and his ultimate fate within this narrative. 

 

TEXT IMPACT 
Genesis 3  

 

Genesis 4  

 

Genesis 16 and 21  

 

Job 1 and 2  

 

Matthew 2  

 

Matthew 4  

 

Mark 4  

 

Luke 13  

 

Matthew 12  

 

John 13:27  

 

Luke 22-24  

 

Acts   

 

2 Corinthians 11  

 

1 Thessalonians 2  

 

Ephesians 6  

 

Revelation 12  

 

Revelation 20  

 

 

What began in the Garden of Eden (Genesis) culminates in “Garden” – new heaven and new earth (Rev. 21). This 

Story – God, creation, rejection, restoration, and re-creation – ultimately finds its conclusion in God being 

worshiped by His people for His glory and their joy. 
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CONCLUSION 

No doubt we live in a world intrigued by angels and demons, even among our Christian-culture an unhealthy focus 

on angels, demons, Satan, and spiritual warfare often turn our attention away from the One whom our eyes should 

be fixed on – Jesus. As this survey of angelology wraps up, it only seems fitting to conclude by connecting the dots 

in this grand narrative to see how they point us to Christ.  Consider the following texts: 

 

Hebrews 1:1–14 (ESV)  

1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he 

has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 

word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 

having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5 For to 

which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a 

father, and he shall be to me a son”? 6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all 

God’s angels worship him.” 7 Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” 
8 But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of 

your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 10 And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the 

beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; 11 they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out 

like a garment, 12 like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and 

your years will have no end.” 13 And to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until I make your 

enemies a footstool for your feet”? 14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those 

who are to inherit salvation?  

Hebrews 2:14–18 (ESV)  

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that 

through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those 

who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he 

helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he 

might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 

people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.  

Colossians 2:8–15 (ESV)  

8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according 

to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells 

bodily, 10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In him also you were 

circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of 

Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the 

powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by 

canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the 

cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.  
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ORIENTING OUR COMPASS TO TRUE NORTH 

 

� DRAMA: As we embark on this adventure in systematic theology, let us keep an eye on how and where 

each study fits into the overarching narrative of Scripture. Let us be mindful that Jesus is the centerpiece 

of this story and that we have been invited to share in the journey. When it comes to the study of  

Angelology,  

1) How is the Storyline of Scripture shaped and impacted by angels, demons, and Satan? 

2) How do we see Jesus as the centerpiece of this Story? What shadows continually point to Jesus 

as the substance amidst the very real presence of angels, demons, and Satan? 

3) In what way(s) are we invited to share in the journey? 

 

� DOCTRINE: How do the truths discovered in Angelology impact our worldview?  

 

� DOXOLOGY: How does the doctrine of Angelology shape our worship of God today? 

 

� DISCIPLESHIP: How does the doctrine of Angelology impact life on the horizontal? How does right thinking 

overflow into our actions and feelings?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Paul Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, p.301 
2 Ibid., p.304-305 (chart compiled and adapted from information contained in this section) 
3 Ibid., p.309 
4 Ibid., p.310-311 (chart compiled and adapted from information contained in this section) 
5 Ibid., p.306 
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