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CHARTING OUR COURSE 

I. Defining Anthropology 

II. Discovering the Existence of Man 

A. Discovering Origin and Identity 

B. “Dissecting” Man 

III. Downfall and Dissent – Rejection/Rebellion 
 

 

TRAILHEAD |  

Genesis 1:26-27 – Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the 

fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his 

own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them.” 

 

Genesis 2:7 – then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the 

ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 

become a living creature. 

 

Genesis 2:21-23 – So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 

man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 

flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made 

into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at 

last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 

Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”  

 

 

 RABBIT TRAIL | Genesis 1-3; Psalm 33; Romans 1-5; 1 Corinthians 15 

 

 

I. DEFINING ANTHROPOLOGY 

The study of man is called anthropology, from the Greek words anthropos, meaning ‘man,’ and logos, 

meaning ‘word’ or ‘discourse’; hence, anthropology is a discourse about man. The term anthropology can 

be the study of the doctrine of man from a biblical standpoint or it can refer to the study of man in his 

cultural environment.1 

 

 

II. DISCOVERING THE EXISTENCE OF MAN 

It’s only natural to question our existence – Where did we come from? How did we get here? Where is all 

this heading? Who am I? Why am I here? What’s my purpose? However in depth the questioning, this 

“natural” response is only true of humanity. The rest of creation is unaware and unconcerned with such 

things, therefore, it’s only human to desire answers to life’s imponderables. 

 

Many theories attempt to answer these questions, but our focus will be primarily on the biblical account 

on display in the revealed Word of God. 

The God who exists in the unity of three 

persons created a community of persons as 

well as the radical diversity displayed on 

every hand. 

-Michael Horton 
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A. Discovering Origin and Identity 

“Millions of years ago matter was so condensed that it exploded – hurling particles through space, 

that through random chance and over an exuberant amount of time we eventually evolved into what 

we know today” is not where our Story begins. Neither is it “Long ago, in a galaxy far way…” blah, 

blah, blah. The one thing all origin theories have in common is that each one takes faith – we must 

choose to believe one source or another. Our source of authority is the revelation that God has given 

us concerning Himself contained in the 66 books known as the Bible. Therefore, our Story begins with 

God and His gracious condescension in creating.  

 

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). As the creation account 

unfolds throughout Genesis chapters one and two, we are exposed to a triune God who creates by 

speaking all things into existence out of nothing. And as the Story unfolds we learn that every person 

of the Trinity is actively involved in the creation process (cf. Gen. 1:2; Ps. 33; Col. 1:15-20; Hebrews 

1:1-3) – and the original state in which everything was created was good, very good. 

 

Matter within creation has several categories. First, there is a division between animate and inanimate 

objects, things living versus things not living (i.e. a bird versus a rock). Then there is a division between 

image-bearing elements (i.e. humanity) and non-image bearing elements (i.e. birds). The Bible speaks 

of humanity as the apex of God’s order within creation (Ps. 8). Humanity receives the right to rule 

over and steward creation (Gen. 1:26; Ps. 8:6). God’s purpose in creating humanity is for them to 

reflect Him, and through them to spread His glory throughout creation to the ends of the earth (Gen. 

1:26-31). All of creation bears His imprint although not in the same manner as humanity (Rom. 1:18-

23; Ps. 19:1). Because of this, creation is a shadow of its Maker. The shadow (i.e. creation) points to 

God – that’s His design for it.2 

 

 

The question, ‘What is it to be human?’ can be answered, not by speculating on our human essence 

– particularly what distinguishes us from other creatures – but by listening to a Story and the stable 
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"...one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, through whom 

all thing and through 

whom we exist."

I Corinthians 8:6
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"For from him and 
through him and to 

him are all things. To 

him be glory forever. 

Amen." 

Romans 11:36

Unchanging Truths Concerning Everything Outside of God: 
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definitions that arise from this revelation. In this Story, God not only reveals Himself; He reveals us to 

ourselves.3 

Trailhead: Genesis 1:26-2:25 

Rabbit Trail: Psalm 33; Acts 17:22-34; Colossians 1:15-23;  

 

Who is creating, crafting, designing in this text? The Triune Godhead – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Elohim) 

 

According to Genesis 1:26-27 humanity is created in the image of God (imago dei), but what exactly does it 

mean to be created in God’s image and likeness? 

Image (selem) = image; copy; replica 

Likeness (demut) = likeness; shape; form; figure; pattern –  

signifies the original after which a thing is patterned (Vine’s) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we learn about the creation of man from Genesis 2:4-9? 

 

 

 

 

 

What responsibilities were given to Adam? (Genesis 1:26, 28-31; 2:15-20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was God’s plan in verse 18? (cf. 1:27) What did Adam discover in the process of naming the animals?  

(v.19-20)  

 

 

 

 

 

What do we learn about the creation of woman from Genesis 2:21-22?  

 

To be created in God’s image is to be 

called persons in communion: with 

God and each other, as well as with 

the whole creation. 

-Pilgrim Theology, p.125 
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What was Adam’s response to God’s provision of a partner? (v.23) 

 

 

Another question to consider is, “Why did God create? And more specifically, why did He create mankind?” 

 

God alone has written a Story whereby He makes known who He is and what He does to those whom He created. 

This revelation or unveiling of His person and work enable His people to know Him. The relationship between 

God and man is one of gracious condescension. He has written each part of the Story with the intent of reflecting 

the glory of His being. For it is only in this self-disclosure that humanity finds its ultimate joy. His people are the 

beneficiaries of this pursuit.4 

 

God’s purpose from the beginning of time has been to fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory for the joy of 

His people (Isa. 11:9; 25:6-9; Hab. 2:14; Ps. 16:11; John 10:10). Creation does not somehow “fill a void” or 

“complete something lacking” in the Godhead. God has always dwelt in complete satisfaction and joy within the 

relational community of the Triune Godhead – He needs nothing outside of Himself. Yet, He has chosen to share 

with His creation – HIMSELF – to know and experience the joy that He has within Himself. 

 

B. “Dissecting” Man 

CONTRASTING ANTHROPOLOGIES 
Trichotomy Human beings are composed of spirit/mind, soul, and body (in descending rank). 

Dichotomy Human beings are composed of soul (synonymous with spirit or mind) and body. 

Monism Human beings are physical organisms; the characteristics traditionally 

associated with the soul or mind are attributable to chemical and neurological 

processes and interactions. 

Mediating Views (1) Modified monism (nonreductive physicalism) affirms spiritual causes and 

effects without identifying them with a nonphysical faculty; (2) Duality-in-unity 

(Enns’ own term and preference) is the view that distinguishes soul and body 

without ranking them as higher and lower or more and less constitutive of 

human identity. In this distinction without dualism, human beings do not have 

bodies and souls; they are bodily souls. In the resurrection, this unity is restored. 
*Chart taken from The Moody Handbook of Theology, p. 122 

 

 

III. DOWNFALL/DISSENT OF MAN  

We often move far too quickly from the creation of man to his downfall from glory; in part, probably 

because the text of Scripture doesn’t give us timeframe or much by way of details. The text moves from 

creation to rejection – rather abruptly. But let slow down for a moment to hear the echoes of “original 

glory.” Consider the world in which Adam and Eve lived 24/7 prior to the Fall. “They lived with God. Their 

communion with Him was unhindered by any barrier other than the barrier separating finite man from 

infinite God. They felt love, acceptance, blessing, and service. They knew no shame, no guilt, and no fear 

– things that currently mark our existence. It was life unmarked by war, disharmony, tension, 

awkwardness, confusion, and misunderstanding. The world was at peace with God and itself.”5 
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Trailhead: Genesis 3:1-24 

Rabbit Trail: Romans 1:18-32; 2:1-29; 3:1-20; 3:21-31; 5:1-21 

 

What test did God give to Adam in Genesis 2:15-17? Why was it given? What was the consequence for refusing 

to believe God (rejecting God)?  

 

 

 

What physical form did the temptation take in Genesis 3:1? Who are we introduced to at this point in the 

drama? What other texts of Scripture help us identify the serpent as more than a mere animal in the garden? 

 

 

 

 

How did the Serpent/Satan raise doubt concerning God’s Word? (Gen. 3:1) What suspicion would this create 

about God? 

 

 

 

What was Eve’s response to the serpent? (Gen. 3:2) 

 

 

 

The enemy moves from questioning God’s character and word to outright denial of it in his rebuttal to Eve’s 

response. How does the enemy contradict God? (Gen. 3:4) 

 

 

 

What partial truth does he follow up with in verse 5? 

 

 

 

Describe the process that took place in verse 6 that moved from temptation to transgression: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where was Adam in this process? Describe how his failure to fulfill his role and responsibilities led to their joint 

failure (Gen. 3:6; cf. Genesis 1:26, 28-31; 2:15-20): 
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What were the immediate consequences to their rejection of God and rebellion against His Word? (Gen. 3:7; cf. 

2:25)  

 

 

How did they attempt to deal with their immediate consequences? (Gen. 3:7) 

 

 

 

How did they respond to the presence of God after their failure? (Gen. 3:8) 

 

 

As God questions them concerning their choices, how does the following conversation unfold? (Gen. 3:9-13) 

 

 

 

 

Describe the consequences that ensued from their downfall in Genesis 3:14-19, 22-24: 

 

1) Serpent: 

 

 

2) Woman: 

 

 

3) Man:  

 

 

4) Creation:  

 

 

5) Garden of Eden: 

 

 

 

Amidst this dark scene in the drama, what promise of hope does God give in Genesis 3:15? How does He provide 

for them in Genesis 3:21, and what does this picture point to? 
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Trailhead: Romans 5:12-21 [context: Romans 1:18-8:39] 

Rabbit Trail: First Corinthians 15 

 

Consider the context leading up to our text in Romans 5:12-21. How is man described? What is man’s view of 

God and response to God? What does God make painfully clear concerning man’s condition? 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider how Romans 3:21-31 provides the solution to man’s unrighteous condition before God: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does God’s provision of righteousness completely change our identity before God and relationship with 

God? (Romans 5:1-11)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we learn about sin from Romans 5:12? 

 

“For as by a man came death, by a man has come 

also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 

all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

- First Corinthians 15:21-22 
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Thus it is written, ‘The first man Adam became a living being;’ the last Adam became a 

life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the 

spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 

heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the 

man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image 

of the man of dust, we shall bear the image of the man of heaven. 

-First Corinthians 15:45-49 

What do we learn about sin and death from verses 13-14? 

 

 

 

 

 

How does the gift differ from the trespass? (v.15-19) 

 

Trespass/Results: Gift of Grace/Results: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What role did the law play in this process and what was the 

result? (v.20-21) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did grace rise to the occasion and what was the result? 

(v.20-21) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Defining Sin and Its Impact: 

Sin (hamartia) = sin, wrongdoing; literally, 

“missing the mark” 

 

Trespass (parabaseos) = to disobey, break 

the law, from a compound word meaning 

“to go across” 

 

Transgression (paraptoma) = a false step, 

to stumble, to fall aside or downfall 

 

Disobedience (parakoes) = refusal to listen 

and/or obey; literally, “hearing amiss”  

 

Judgment (krima) = judgment; verdict; 

condemnation; legal decision leading from 

an investigation 

 

Condemnation (katakrima) = penalty; 

condemnation; sentence pronounced with 

penalty following 

 

Death (thanatos) = separation 

(a) separation of the soul (spiritual part of 

man) from the body (physical part of man) 

(b) separation of man from God 

(c) opposite of life – NEVER DENOTES 

NON-EXISTENCE 

(d) As spiritual life is “conscious existence 

in communion with God,” so spiritual 

“death” is “conscious existence in 

separation from God.” (Vine’s) 
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CONCLUSION 

As we wrap up this study of Anthropology and Hamartiology, it’s obvious there are many more “rabbit trails” to 

be explored when it comes to man and sin. Yet, throughout this drama God is telling us who we are and how we 

relate to Him, what went wrong and how He has provided the 

solution. Made in His image, we are objects of His steadfast, 

covenant love on full display throughout this narrative. 

 

Sadly, sin is part of this Story. In its absence, the Story is 

unknown. Redemption presupposes debt. The seriousness of 

our sin against God is the consequence our sin incurs. 

Unaddressed sin will result in our eternal separation from God. 

There is a hell – and hell is to be separated from God. Hell is 

conscious awareness of who He is and what He has done and 

how one is absent from Him. That is hell, and the opposite is 

living forever in His presence.6 

 

 

 

 

ORIENTING OUR COMPASS TO TRUE NORTH 

 

� DRAMA: When it comes to the study of Anthropology and Hamartiology,  

1) What do we learn about man prior to the entrance of sin? 

2) How has man’s rejection of God impacted us today? How thorough and far reaching is sin’s impact? 

3) As we share in the journey, our vantage point is quite different than that of Adam and Eve’s. How does 

our vantage point help us live within the Story? 

 

� DOCTRINE: How do the truths discovered in Anthropology impact our worldview? How do the truths 

discovered in Hamartiology impact our worldview?  

 

� DOXOLOGY: How do the doctrines of Anthropology and Hamartiology shape our worship of God today? 

 

� DISCIPLESHIP: How does the doctrine of Anthropology impact life on the horizontal? How does right 

thinking overflow into our actions and feelings? How does the doctrine of Hamartiology impact life on the 

horizontal?  

 

 

 

1 Paul Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, p.315 
2 Patrick Griffiths, The Story in Six Acts, p.12-13 
3 Michael Horton, Pilgrim Theology, p.116-117 
4 Patrick Griffiths, Jesus Is Enough, p.5 
5 Patrick Griffiths, The Story in Six Acts, p.27 
6 Ibid., p.34 

                                                           

When this perishable puts on the 

imperishable, and the mortal puts 

on immortality, then shall come to 

pass the saying that is written: 

 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

“O death, where is your victory? 

O death, where is your sting?” 

 

-First Corinthians 15:54-55 
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