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2 QUESTIONS
•Q1 – Why salvation?
•What does “salvation” presuppose?

•Q2 – How does “it” happen?
•What is “the GOSPEL?”

 

ACTS 16:30, 31
• 30 and after he brought them out, he 
said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?“ 
31 They said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you will be saved, you and your 
household."

 



DOCTRINAL STUDY | SOTERIOLOGY 

 

 

Page | 87  

  

  

 

SALVATION
•Q3 - Is it really that simple?
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•The Sin of Humanity

•We believe humanity was created in the 
image and likeness of God,1 but that in 
Adam's sin humanity fell, inherited a 
sinful nature, and became alienated 
from God;2

• (1)  Gen. 1:26-27; (2) Rom. 5:12; Eph. 2:11-18; (3) Rom. 3:10-18; Eph. 2:1-
3

 

•The Sin of Humanity

•and, that humanity is in complete 
rebellion against God, and of himself, 
utterly unable to remedy his lost 
condition.3    

• (1)  Gen. 1:26-27; (2) Rom. 5:12; Eph. 2:11-18; (3) Rom. 3:10-18; Eph. 2:1-
3

 

•Jesus

•We believe the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Son of God, became man, 
without ceasing to be God,1 conceived 
by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary,2 in order that He might reveal God 
and redeem sinful men.3

• (1) John 1:1-2, 14; (2) Luke 1:34-35; (3) Matt. 1:21; Gal. 4:4-5; (4) Acts 1:9-10; 
(5) Col. 3:1; (6) Heb. 2:17-18; 4:14-16; 7:25; Rom. 8:34; 1 John 2:1-2; 1 Tim. 2:5

 

•Jesus

•We believe the Lord Jesus Christ 
ascended to heaven,4 and is now exalted 
at the right hand of God,5 where, as our 
High Priest, He fulfills the ministry of 
Representative, Intercessor, and 
Advocate.6  

• (1) John 1:1-2, 14; (2) Luke 1:34-35; (3) Matt. 1:21; Gal. 4:4-5; (4) Acts 1:9-10; 
(5) Col. 3:1; (6) Heb. 2:17-18; 4:14-16; 7:25; Rom. 8:34; 1 John 2:1-2; 1 Tim. 2:5

 

•Salvation

•We believe the Lord Jesus Christ, by 
perfectly fulfilling the Law, accomplished 
our redemption through His death on 
the cross as a representative and 
substitutionary sacrifice;1

• (1) Matt. 1:21; Gal. 4:4-5; (2) Rom. 3:24-25; 4:25 (3) 1 Pet. 1:3-5; (4) 
Eph. 2:8-10; John 1:12

 

•Salvation

•and He made the forgiveness of our sins2

sure by His physical resurrection from 
the dead.3 

• (1) Matt. 1:21; Gal. 4:4-5; (2) Rom. 3:24-25; 4:25 (3) 1 Pet. 1:3-5; (4) 
Eph. 2:8-10; John 1:12

 

•Salvation

•We believe that salvation (justification, 
sanctification, and glorification) is the 
gift of God brought to man by grace and 
received by personal faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.4

• (1) Matt. 1:21; Gal. 4:4-5; (2) Rom. 3:24-25; 4:25 (3) 1 Pet. 1:3-5; (4) 
Eph. 2:8-10; John 1:12

 

•The Eternal State

•We believe in the bodily resurrection of 
all humanity, the saved to eternal life 
and the unsaved to everlasting 
punishment.  

• Matt. 13:40-42; 25:41-46; John 5:28-29; 2 Cor. 5:8; 1 Thess. 4:16-17
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Statement of Faith 

[According to the Categories of Systematic Theology] 
 

 

C. Jesus  

We believe the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man, without ceasing to be God,1 

conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary,2 in order that He might reveal God and redeem 

sinful men.3 We believe the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to heaven,4 and is now exalted at the right hand 

of God,5 where, as our High Priest, He fulfills the ministry of Representative, Intercessor, and Advocate.6     

 

(1) John 1:1-2, 14; (2) Luke 1:34-35; (3) Matt. 1:21; Gal. 4:4-5; (4) Acts 1:9-10; (5) Col. 3:1; (6) Heb. 2:17-18; 4:14-

16; 7:25; Rom. 8:34; 1 John 2:1-2; 1 Tim. 2:5 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 

(John 1:1, 2) 

14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full 

of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 

34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the 

Son of God.  (Luke 1:34-35) 

21 She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” (Matt. 1:21) 

4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might 

redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  (Gal. 4:4-5) 

9 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their 

sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside 

them.  (Acts 1:9-10) 

1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 

of God. (Col. 3:1) 

17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest 

in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that 

which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted. (Heb. 2:17, 18) 

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast 

our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been 

tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 4:14-16) 

25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make 

intercession for them. (Heb. 7:25) 

34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, 

who also intercedes for us. (Rom. 8:34) 

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with 

the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for 

those of the whole world. (1 John 2:1-2) 
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E. The Sin of Humanity 

 We believe humanity was created in the image and likeness of God,1 but that in Adam's sin humanity fell, 

inherited a sinful nature, and became alienated from God;2 and, that humanity is in complete rebellion 

against God, and of himself, utterly unable to remedy his lost condition.3      

 

(1)  Gen. 1:26-27; (2) Rom. 5:12; Eph. 2:11-18; (3) Rom. 3:10-18; Eph. 2:1-3 

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. (Gen. 1:26-

27) 

12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, 

because all sinned (Rom. 5:12) 

11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called 

“Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separate from 

Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 

God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by 

abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might 

make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the 

cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE 

WHO WERE NEAR; 18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. (Eph. 2:11-18) 

10 as it is written, “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 
12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE.” 13 “THEIR THROAT 

IS AN OPEN GRAVE, WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP DECEIVING,” “THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS”; 14 “WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF 

CURSING AND BITTERNESS”; 15 “THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, 16 DESTRUCTION AND MISERY ARE IN THEIR PATHS, 
17 AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN.” 18 “THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES.”  (Rom. 3:10-18) 

1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, 

according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them 

we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature 

children of wrath, even as the rest. (Eph. 2:1-3) 

 

 F. Salvation  

We believe the Lord Jesus Christ, by perfectly fulfilling the Law, accomplished our redemption 

through His death on the cross as a representative and substitutionary sacrifice;1 and He made 

the forgiveness of our sins2 sure by His physical resurrection from the dead.3  We believe that 

salvation (justification, sanctification, and glorification) is the gift of God brought to man by grace 

and received by personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.4  

 

(1) Matt. 1:21; Gal. 4:4-5; (2) Rom. 3:24-25; 4:25 (3) 1 Pet. 1:3-5; (4) Eph. 2:8-10; John 1:12 
 
21 She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” (Matt. 1:21) 
4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might 

redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. (Gal. 4:4, 5) 
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24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed publicly as a 

propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He 

passed over the sins previously committed; (Rom. 3:24, 25) 

25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification. (Rom. 4:25) 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable 

and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith 

for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  (1 Pet. 1:3-5) 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, 

so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand so that we would walk in them. (Eph. 2:8-10) 

12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  

(John 1:12) 

 

J. The Eternal State  

We believe in the bodily resurrection of all humanity, the saved to eternal life and the unsaved to 

everlasting punishment.   

 

Matt. 13:40-42; 25:41-46; John 5:28-29; 2 Cor. 5:8; 1 Thess. 4:16-17 

 
46 These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” (Matt. 25:46) 

28 Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; 

those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.  

(John 5:28-29) 

8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.  (2 Cor. 5:8) 

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, 

and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds 

to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  (1 Thess. 4:16-17) 

41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared 

for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to 

drink; 43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did 

not visit Me.’ 44 Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or 

naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’ 45 Then He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that 

you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 These will go away into eternal punishment, but 

the righteous into eternal life.”  (Matt. 25:41-46) 
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•Reformed Theology and Calvinism are 
NOT the same.

•One can be REFORMED without being a 
CALVINIST, but one cannot be a 
CALVINIST without being REFORMED.

 

NOW WHAT?
•Orthodoxy - HEAD

•Orthopraxy - HAND

•Orthopathy – HEART
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I know this

Orthodoxy

Intellect

Bible

I choose this

Orthopraxy

Will

You

I feel this

Orthopathy

Emotion

Circumstances

 

Objective Truth:

>Immutable/Unchanging

>Universal/Global

>Eternal/Timeless

>Singular/Unique

Subjective Experience:

>Changes

>Isolated/Geographical

>Temporal

>Plural/Common

 

Objective You Subjective
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