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CHARTING OUR COURSE 

I. Defining Eschatology  

II. Directing Our Purpose in this Study 

III. Determining the Pillars of our Eschatology 

A. The Return of Jesus Christ 

B. The Resurrection of All Humanity  

C. The Judgment of All Humanity 

D. The Eternal State 

IV. Discovering the Detailed Pieces of the Puzzle 

A. Tribulation 

B. Millennial Kingdom 

C. Rapture  

D. Day of the LORD 
 

TRAILHEAD |  

Revelation 1:5b-8 – To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 

blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory 

and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, he is coming with clouds, and 

every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on 

account of him. Even so. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is 

and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

 

Revelation 22:16-17 – “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for 

the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” The Spirit 

and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is 

thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 

 

 

RABBIT TRAIL | Daniel 7-12; Joel 2-3; Matthew 24-25; First Thessalonians 4:13-5:11; Second Thessalonians 1:5-

2:12; Second Peter 2:1-3:18; First Corinthians 15 

 

THE RELATIVELY RECENT STUDY of last things has frequently divided believers over the years. Differing systems 

of interpretations (such as premillennialism, postmillennialism, and amillennialism) have affected other areas of 

theology in addition to eschatology. There are, however, many areas of commonality among believers in the study 

of last things. Christians have been in agreement over the explanation of death, the believer’s immediate presence 

with the Lord, the hope of Christ’s return, the resurrection, judgment, and the eternal state.1 

 

I. DEFINING ESCHATOLOGY 

The word eschatology comes from two Greek words, eschatos, meaning “last,” and logos, meaning “word, 

study, or discourse.” Hence, eschatology is the study or discourse of last things. Closely related to the 

doctrine of eschatology is the Revelation of Jesus Christ, written by the apostle John. The word revelation 

is the Greek word apokalypsis, meaning “to reveal, disclose, make fully known, uncovering, or unveiling.” 

Thus, the book of Revelation is the unveiling or disclosure of Jesus Christ. 

Therefore encourage one 

another and build one 

another up, just as you 

are doing. 

-First Thessalonians 5:11 
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II. DIRECTING OUR PURPOSE IN THIS STUDY 

At the outset of this adventure in systematic theology I cautioned us against our default setting of wanting 

to “put God in a box” – that desire to go beyond simply knowing and enjoying Him to wanting a god of 

our own making, a god we can figure out – ultimately, a god we can control. Among all the doctrines, this 

desire to discover the details finds its greatest pull in the study of eschatology. Rife with mystery and 

intrigue, this doctrine is accompanied by endless rabbit trails – each begging to be explored. Like Alice in 

Wonderland, we find ourselves venturing down the rabbit hole attempting to make sense of all that we 

experience. But before we get distracted by the details and amazed by the imagery, let’s consider the 

following analogy as a means of keeping this study in perspective.  

 

THE PUZZLE – The study of eschatology is much like putting a 

puzzle together. After opening the box and dumping its contents 

on the table the first move is to prop the box in such way as to 

keep a close eye on the picture on the front. Next, an attempt 

to sort the pieces and group them together is an undertaking of 

great patience. Where to start? Naturally we gravitate to the 

edge pieces and begin putting the “frame” of the puzzle 

together. Flipping and sorting as we go, we eventually find 

groupings of similar patterns or colors. What a thrilling moment 

when some pieces actually fit together and we begin to see a part of the picture match the cover of the 

box! As the hours roll by, we have successfully managed to connect several groupings and place them 

within the framework approximately where we think they should line up within the whole. All the while 

the pile of irregulars and mismatches seems to grow. Twisting and turning each piece attempting to make 

the right fit, we naturally keep glancing at the box. After cramming certain pieces together unsuccessfully 

and wanting to bite off parts of other pieces in order to make them fit, we realize we need to step away 

from the puzzle for a bit to regroup. 

 

Returning with fresh eyes and renewed vigor we begin zeroing in on those individual pieces that we are 

determined to connect and fill the holes. Ironically, the more we focus on the pieces we begin to lose sight 

of the front of the box. And even when we do glance at the box cover, we’re so focused on figuring things 

out that we lose sight of the big picture. We become so enthralled with the details that we forget the 

wonder and awe of the puzzle as a whole.  

 

When we approach the puzzle of eschatology, and more specifically the 

book of The Revelation of Jesus Christ, it’s very easy for us to become 

distracted with the detailed pieces and miss the very One who fills the 

cover of the box. Like Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel, may we simply 

be in awe of the whole rather than distracted by the details – no 

matter how impressive those details appear to be. Our purpose in this 

study is to see Jesus – and savor what we see above all else. As much as 

the individual pieces of the puzzle catch our eye, may we captivated by the 

beauty and mystery of Jesus alone. 
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III. DETERMINING THE PILLARS OF OUR ESCHATOLOGY 

Sadly, this doctrine often divides more than it builds or edifies the body of Christ. Rather than holding to 

these truths with an “open hand,” we can quickly become “tight-fisted” in our beliefs, thus making them 

the litmus test for fellowship within the body. We must be willing to approach this study with a great 

measure of grace and humility. Therefore, rather than dissecting this doctrine to death and drawing our 

conclusions as the dogmatic dividing line, we have chosen to emphasize where Christians have been in 

agreement and what we can unite together around. The four pillars of our eschatology are 1) the return 

of Jesus Christ 2) the resurrection of all humanity 3) the judgment of all humanity and 4) the eternal state. 

 

A. The Return of Jesus Christ2 

Although differing over details, the return of Christ is a doctrine that evangelicals hold in 

common. It is a prominent doctrine in the Scriptures, being mentioned more than three hundred 

times in the New Testament, with entire chapters being given to the discussion of Christ’s return 

(Matt. 13, 24, 25; Mark 13; Luke 21) and even the majority of some books (1 and 2 Thess; Rev.). 

 

Christ taught that His return would be a literal, physical event; He would return in just the same way as 

the disciples had seen Him depart (Acts 1:11). He also taught that His return would be a comfort to His 

followers because He would be returning to take them to be with Him in His Father’s home (John 14:1–

3). The time of His return, however, would be unknown, therefore people should be prepared for His 

coming (Matt. 24:36, 42; 25:1–13). During His absence, His people should be faithful stewards (Matt. 

24:45–51), faithfully serving Him to receive His commendation and rewards upon His return (Matt. 25:14–

30). 

 

The return of Christ should be a joyous anticipation for believers because He will bring them to heaven, 

their true place of citizenship, transforming their mortal bodies into immortal bodies like His very own 

(Phil. 3:20–21; 1 John 3:2). This hope is a comfort, not only for living believers, but also for those who have 

departed, because they will rise from the dead, receiving new, immortal bodies (1 Thess. 4:13–18). 

Therefore, believers should be anticipating His coming as a happy event (Titus 2:13) and as the final stage 

of their salvation (Heb. 9:27). The New Testament concludes with John’s rejoinder, “Amen, Come, Lord 

Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). But the New Testament also emphasizes that this doctrine has a present effect. 

Because believers will see Him who is pure, they should purify themselves (1 John 3:3). Moreover, because 

the end of this age will mean the destruction of this present earth and the introduction of a new heaven 

and a new earth, Peter emphasizes, “what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness” 

(2 Pet. 3:11). 

 

 B. The Resurrection of All Humanity3 

The return of Christ has an important implication for the believer because it means the hope of 

bodily resurrection. The resurrection hope is taught in both the Old and New Testaments and is 

foundational to the Christian faith. David spoke of awakening in God’s presence (Ps. 17:15). 

Korah expressed the hope that God would rescue him from the power of death and receive him 

to His presence (Ps. 49:15). Asaph had faith that God would guide him throughout life and when 

life was over, God would receive him to heaven (Ps. 73:24–25). Isaiah provides a clear statement of the 

resurrection hope: “Your dead will live; their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust, awake and shout 

for joy. For your dew is as the dew of the dawn. And the earth will give birth to the departed spirits” (Isa. 
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26:19). Daniel also clearly describes the future resurrection as all people will be resurrected from the dust 

of the earth, some to enter into everlasting life, others to judgment and everlasting condemnation (Dan. 

12:1–2). 

 

The New Testament provides added revelation concerning the resurrection. In His debate with the 

Sadducees, Jesus rebuked them for their mistaken notion in denying the resurrection. They neither 

understood the Scriptures (for the Old Testament taught the resurrection) nor the power of God (for He 

is able to raise the dead) (Matt. 22:29; cf. Mark 12:24–27; Luke 20:34–38). In John 5:28–29 Jesus spoke 

words reminiscent of Daniel 12:2 when He explained that the dead would hear the voice of Christ and 

come forth, some to a resurrection life, others to a resurrection judgment (John 5:28–29). Christ also 

promised eternal life to those believing in Him; they had the assurance that He would raise them from the 

dead (John 6:39–40, 44, 54). At the raising of Lazarus Jesus declared, “I am the resurrection, and the life; 

he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies, and every one who lives and believes in Me shall never 

die” (John 11:25–26). 

 

In his detailed defense and explanation of the resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15, Paul cites the resurrection 

as foundational to the Christian faith. If the resurrection is not true then Christ has not been resurrected, 

faith is useless, and the sin problem remains unsolved (1 Cor. 15:17). The resurrection is also explained in 

connection with the return of Christ (1 Thess. 4:16). 

 

The doctrine of the resurrection was also at the heart of New Testament preaching (Acts 2:31; 4:2, 33; 

17:18, 32; 23:6, 8; 24:15, 21; 26:23). Paul reminded Timothy to remember the resurrection of Christ (2 

Tim. 2:8) and exhorted him to correct false teaching about the resurrection (2 Tim. 2:18). The New 

Testament climaxes with the announcement of the resurrection of the righteous, describing it as “the first 

resurrection” (Rev. 20:4–5). 

 

C. The Judgment of All Humanity4 

From the beginning Christians have recognized that this age will terminate with judgment at the 

return of Christ. Because God is holy, He must judge all that is unholy or He would no longer be 

holy. Judgment is a necessary expression of God’s own character. However, God’s judgment will 

be fair and according to truth (Rom. 2:2). 

 

Some think that the only judgment there will be is the present judgment. It is true that God has judged in 

this present age. At some point in the past God judged Lucifer and the fallen angels (2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6). 

God judged the people with the Flood in the days of Noah (Gen. 6–7); He judged the people at the tower 

of Babel (Gen. 11:1–9); He judged the northern kingdom of Israel by sending her into captivity in Assyria 

(2 Kings 17:1–6); He judged the southern kingdom of Judah through the captivity in Babylon (2 Kings 25:1–

12); He judged the church in the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1–11). Paul stressed the judgment 

takes place in the present age when he declared, “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness” (Rom. 1:18). However, this is not the final judgment. The Scriptures indicate there will be a 

future judgment connected with the return of Christ. 

 

As the Son of God, Jesus has the authority to render judgment (John 5:27–29). Jesus announced a future 

judgment connected with His return when He said people would be judged according to their deeds (Matt. 
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16:27). He also declared that the knowledge (or lack of it) that people had would affect the judgment. 

Those who had greater knowledge would receive greater judgment (Matt. 11:24). All people, without 

exception, will die and come under the judgment of God (Heb. 9:27). 

 

John the apostle described a final day when, before the great white throne, the books will be opened and 

unbelievers will be judged (Rev. 20:11–15). The records of the unbelievers will render them guilty before 

God and unworthy of eternal life. All the unbelieving dead, whether in the sea or on the earth, will be 

judged in the presence of God in that day. The destiny of unbelievers will be the lake of fire (Rev. 20:15). 

 

Believers will also be judged because Paul declares, “We shall all stand before the judgment seat of God” 

(Rom. 14:10; cf. 2 Cor. 5:10). There believers will be recompensed for their deeds, whether good or 

worthless. The lives of believers will be reflected in this judgment (1 Cor. 3:12–15). Some will have no 

rewards; their works will be burned up because their motives were wrong (1 Cor. 3:14–15; 4:5). Others 

will have lived qualitative lives and will be rewarded accordingly (1 Cor. 3:12–13). The parables of the 

talents (Matt. 25:14–30) and the parable of money (Luke 19:11–27) both teach the importance of faithful 

stewardship in connection with the final judgment. 

 

The eternal fire of hell has been prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 25:41). At the end of the age 

God will also judge Satan and his demons when, together with the beast and the false prophet, the devil 

is cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10). 

 

D. The Eternal State5 

Evangelicals agree that the souls of all men will live forever in resurrected bodies in either heaven 

or hell. Unbelievers will continue in an eternal state of torment. The expression “weeping and 

gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30; Luke 13:28) suggests both 

suffering and despair, implying a continued existence of suffering. In Matthew 25:46 the terms 

“punishment” and “life” are modified by the same word “eternal,” hence if life is eternal, then of 

necessity so is punishment. Annihilation is denied in this verse; punishment continues for an endless 

duration. The account of Lazarus and the rich man in Luke 16:19–31 also stresses the eternal existence of 

punishment. The phrase “being in torment” emphasizes the rich man’s continued state of suffering (Luke 

16:23). One of the words for hell is Gehenna, the word being related to the Hinnom Valley which lay along 

the southern side of Jerusalem. The bodies of criminals and refuse were thrown into the Valley of Hinnom 

where they burned constantly,23 making the term Gehenna an apt one for emphasizing eternal suffering 

in hell. (See the discussion of this in the article provided entitled “A Word on Death and the Afterlife”) 

 

At the end of the age the devil, the beast, and the false prophet will be thrown into the lake of fire where 

“they will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (Rev. 20:10). 

 

While there is not much said about it, it appears there will be degrees of punishment in hell. This is 

generally acknowledged from Luke 12:47–48 where the slave who did not know his master’s will and did 

not do it will receive few floggings, whereas the slave who knew his master’s will but did not do it will 

receive many lashes. Some also use Revelation 20:12 to suggest degrees of suffering, but this text 

probably stresses that the works of unbelievers will be deficient and will condemn them. 
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Finally, hell may be seen as “(a) a total absence of the favor of God; (b) an endless disturbance of life as a 

result of the complete domination of sin; (c) positive pains and sufferings in body and soul; and (d) such 

subjective punishments as pangs of conscience, anguish, despair, weeping, and gnashing of teeth, Matt. 

8:12; 13:50; Mark 9:43–44, 47–48; Luke 16:23, 28; Rev. 14:10; 21:8.” 

 

Believers will enjoy an eternal fellowship in Christ’s company (John 14:2). The eternal dwelling places in 

the Father’s house are taken from the imagery of Jewish family life. When a son married, he added an 

apartment to his father’s house, and the son and his bride took up residence in the father’s household. 

Believers will enjoy that same family fellow ship in the Father’s household in heaven. 

 

Heaven is also pictured as a banqueting scene (Matt. 8:11), emphasizing the fellowship, relaxation, joy, 

and happiness in Christ’s presence. 

 

Believers’ eternal dwelling place will be the new heaven and the new earth (Isa. 65:17). John describes 

the new heaven and new earth in great detail (Rev. 21:1–22:5). Many would place the new heaven and 

the new earth as following the renovation of the heavens and the new earth, after Satan and man rebel 

against God (2 Pet. 3:10). This does not suggest the annihilation of the original heavens and earth, but a 

transition in which the heavens and earth are sanctified. 

 

Hebrews 12:22–24 describes the inhabitants of the New Jerusalem: angels, New Testament believers 

(identified as “church of the first-born”), God, Old Testament believers (identified as “spirits of righteous 

men made perfect”), and Jesus. The New Jerusalem is pictured as a holy city, coming down out of heaven; 

many understand that the New Jerusalem will hover over the earth. It is a literal city because it has 

measurements (Rev. 21:16). The brilliance of the Shekinah of God will illuminate the city (Rev. 21:9–11). 

The city itself will be secure (21:12–13); it measures fifteen hundred miles long, wide, and high with the 

throne of God at the top (21:15–18). The foundation stones are adorned with various kinds of precious 

stones (21:19–21). 

 

Above all, the blessing of the New Jerusalem will be that God will dwell in fellowship with man. There will 

be no need for a priest; believers will have direct access to God (21:22). Sorrow and the things that caused 

sorrow will be removed in the New Jerusalem (21:4, 5). But Christ will be central there, and believers will 

serve Him and enjoy His fellowship for all eternity (22:3–5). 

 

 

 

TRAILHEAD: The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

RABBIT TRAIL: Daniel 7-12 

 

GETTING OUR BEARINGS:  

As we engage The Revelation of Jesus Christ written by the Holy Spirit through the apostle John, it becomes quite 

easy to get distracted and disoriented by the magnitude of what we encounter. But as the veil is lifted, may the 

compass of our hearts be oriented to True North – JESUS CHRIST, the Alpha and Omega. 
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Revelation 1:1–8 (ESV)  
1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take place. 

He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, 

and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.  

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is 

and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his 

throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 

ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 
6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see 

him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of 

him. Even so. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is 

and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”  

Revelation 5:1–14 (ESV)  
1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed 

with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and 

break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the 

earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 4 and I began to 

weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or 

to look into it. 5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; 

behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 

conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”  

6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it 

had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the 

earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8 And when he 

had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding 

a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying,  

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you 

ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and you have made 

them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”  

 
11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders 

the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 
12 saying with a loud voice,  

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 

wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”  

 
13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, 

saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 

ever!”  14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.  
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Revelation 7:9–17 (ESV)  
9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes 

and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm 

branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory 

and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in 

white robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” 

And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They 

have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  

15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in 

his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For 

the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and 

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  

 

Revelation 19:11–16 (ESV)  
11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The 

one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in 

righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a 

flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a 

name written that no one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed 

in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called 

is The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in 

fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white 

horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 

strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the 

wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.  

 

Revelation 20:1–15 (ESV)  
1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great 

chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 

years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations 

any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 4 Then I saw 

thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of 

those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not 

worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to 

life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand 

years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! 

Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with 

him for a thousand years.  
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7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will come out to deceive 

the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is 

like the sand of the sea. 9 And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the 

saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil who had 

deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the 

beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and 

night forever and ever.  

 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From 

his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 
12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 

books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the 

book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the 

books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave 

up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 

Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s 

name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  

 

Revelation 21:1–8 (ESV)  
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 

was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God 

is with man. He will dwell with them, and 

they will be his people, and God himself will 

be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes, and death 

shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for 

the former things have passed away.”  

 

 
5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, 

for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one 

who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the 

faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion 

will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”  
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Revelation 22:12–17 (ESV)  
12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. 13 I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”  

 
14 Blessed are those who 

wash their robes, so that 

they may have the right 

to the tree of life and that 

they may enter the city by 

the gates. 15 Outside are 

the dogs and sorcerers 

and the sexually immoral 

and murderers and 

idolaters, and everyone 

who loves and practices 

falsehood.  

 
16 “I, Jesus, have sent my 

angel to testify to you 

about these things for the 

churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 17 The Spirit and the Bride say, 

“Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires 

take the water of life without price.  

 

ORIENTING OUR COMPASS TO TRUE NORTH 

 

� DRAMA: When it comes to the study of Eschatology, how do we see God bringing this chapter of the Story 

to a close? Amidst this unfolding drama we are often left with more questions than answers. However, 

there is one answer that satisfies all the questions – and His name is JESUS. Are you content to entrust 

the future to Jesus alone? Is Jesus enough for us or do we need more? 

 

� DOCTRINE: How do the truths discovered in Eschatology impact our worldview? Are we gracious and 

humble with others who differ in their view of end times? Should this doctrine unite or divide the church? 

 

� DOXOLOGY: How does the doctrine of Eschatology shape our worship of God today? 

 

� DISCIPLESHIP: How does the doctrine of Eschatology impact life on the horizontal? How does right 

thinking overflow into our actions and feelings?  

1 Paul Enns. The Moody Handbook of Theology. (2014) p.387  
2 Paul Enns. The Moody Handbook of Theology. (1989) p.375-376  
3 Ibid., p.376-377 
4 Ibid., p.377-378 
5 Ibid., p.378-380 

                                                           


