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The GLORY of God and the Garden  
 
 
THE BIBLICAL TEXT –  
 
“They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden” (Gen. 3:8). 

 
The Garden of Eden is God’s “first” dwelling place.  It is the “temple” where He would 
meet with His people.  The Garden of Eden was to be ever expanding through the work 
assigned Adam and Eve until it covered the entire globe whereby the knowledge of 
His glory would cover the earth for the joy of His people.  We see this by reaching 
forward to Revelation 21:1 where we read of a new heaven and a new earth. 
 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, 
and there is no longer any sea” (Rev. 21:1). 

 
In this new creation, there is no temple for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are 
its temple (Rev. 21:22-24). 
 

22 “I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 And the 
city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and 
its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their 
glory into it” (Rev. 21:22-24). 

 
What God began in the Garden of Eden, He will complete in the new heaven and the new 
earth. God has placed within us a longing for the Garden. We know what we have lost 

and we seek its return. 
 
Yet we rejected God invitation for joy. We believed our joy could be full through means 
other than God.  
 
God could have allowed us to remain in our fallen state, but He condescended and 
provided a blood atonement to cover our transgression and answer His justice (Gen.  
3:21). 
 
The Book of Genesis tells us this Story of redemption.  God would redeem His people 
from their sin. The Book of Genesis ends with the people of God in a foreign land.  From 
enslavement in Egypt, God would set His people free (Exod. 12:27; 13:1ff). The Exodus 
from Egypt is God’s great deliverance in shadow form. 
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Ten Reasons the Garden of Eden Was a Temple 
http://derekzrishmawy.com/2012/12/07/9-reasons-the-garden-of-eden-was-a-temple/ 

G.K. Beale is a bit of an expert on the subject of the Temple in biblical theology. He did 
happen to write a whole book on it. Given that, it’s unsurprising that he devotes some 
space to exploring the significance of the Temple in NT theology in his recent New 
Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament in the New by 
sketching it’s structure and function in the OT. One of the more eye-opening claims he 
makes in this section is that the Bible pictures the Garden of Eden as the first Temple in 
the first creation. He gives 9 arguments/lines of reasoning for that point (pp. 617-621): 

1. In the later OT the Temple was the place of God’s special presence where he made 
himself known and felt to Israel. That is exactly how his walking with Adam and 
Eve in the Garden is depicted. (Gen. 3:8) 

2. Adam is placed in the garden to “cultivate (abad)” and “keep (samar)” it (Gen 2:15). 
The same two words are translated elsewhere “serve” and “guard”, and when 
they appear together, they are either referring to Israelites serving or obeying 
God’s word, or more usually, to the job of the priest in guarding and keeping the 
Temple. (Num. 3:7-8; 8:25-26; 1 Chron. 23:32) Elsewhere Adam is portrayed 
dressed in the clothes of the high priest, functioning as a high priest. (Ezek 28:11-
19; see Beale, pg. 618 on this for more argumentation.) 

3. The tree of life served as a model for the lampstand, which was clearly shaped as 
a tree, in the Temple. 

4. Israel’s later Temple was made with wood carvings of flowers, palm trees, etc. 
meant to recall Eden’s garden brilliance  (1 Kings 6:18, 29, 32, 35); pomegranates 
were also placed at the bottom of the two stone pillars in the Temple. (7:18-20) 

5. The entrance to the Temple was to the east, on a mountain facing Zion (Ex. 15:17), 
just as the end-time temple prophesied in Ezekiel is (40:2, 6; 43:12). Well, turns out 
the entrance to Eden was from the East (Gen. 3:24) and in some places pictured as 
being on a mountain. (Ezek. 28:14, 16) 

6. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the ark of the covenant both were 
accessed or touched only on pain of death. Also, both were sources of wisdom. 

7. Just as a river flowed out of Eden (Gen 2:10), so a river is supposed to flow out of 
the End-time Temple (Ezek 47:1-12; Rev. 21:1-2) 

8. This one requires some serious argument so I suggest you consult Beale directly 
here (pg. 620-621), but just as there was a tripartite sacred structure to the Temple, 
Beale discerns a tripartite structure to creation with Eden standing at the center as 
a Holy of Holies. 

9. Ezekiel 28:13-14 refers the Eden as “the holy mountain of God” which everywhere 
else in the OT is Temple and Tabernacle language. 

I have not come even close to doing justice to the exegetical work Beale does in this 
section, nor in the aforementioned book on the subject. Still, this rough sketch should be 
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enough to show that there is a substantial case to be made for understanding the Garden 
of Eden as the first Temple in biblical theology. 

What does this matter you might ask? The theological implications are actually so 
massive that I can’t go into all of them. I’ll just bullet-point a few that could be teased out 
into blogs in their own right (probably books too): 

• Creation — Why did God create the world? To inhabit it and dwell with people. 
• Anthropology — If the Garden is the Temple, then Adam is a priest. That has 

implications for our idea of human purpose and our relation to the rest of creation. 
• Israel/Covenant — God sets apart a people of Tabernacle and Temple-makers, 

who take up Adam’s original commission. 
• Christology — When we start to realize that Christ is the greater Temple, fulfilling 

all that the Temple was supposed to be, as well as the true Adam, it starts to fill in 
the picture on the aim of Christ’s work. 

• Ecclesiology — It follows from our thinking about human purpose, and our idea 
of Christ’s work that our theology of the church will be impacted by this idea as 
well. 

• Eschatology — If our theology of creation is impacted, then so is our eschatology, 
because God will fulfill his purposes at the end of all things. 

The list could go on and on and on, but you get my point.  The Garden was a Temple and 
that’s big. 
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The Garden Temple: A Framework for a Biblical Worldview 
May 16, 2012 

http://thenaturalhistorian.com/2012/05/16/garden-of-eden-biblical-worldview-temple-beal/ 

Almost everyone has an image in their mind of what the Garden of Eden looked like 
because ever since they were little they have seen images that represent the garden in 
their Sunday School curriculum, their illustrated Bibles and even famous illustrations and 
paintings produced over the centuries.    The question of the physical location of the 
Garden of Eden is much discussed, but what was the land of Eden, what did the Garden 
of Eden look like, and what lay outside of Eden are topics of little discussion despite the 
importance that Christians place on the historicity of Adam and Eve.   Literal 
interpretations have formed our image of the ecology of the Garden of Eden but even 
literalist are not likely to explore the theological implications of the specific features of 
the Garden of the Eden and are even less likely to ask about the region outside of the 
Garden and its physical attributes.  Overall, I think it would not be unfair to say that the 
theology of Garden of Eden is a neglected topic among  most  theologians and lay 
Christians.  I am interested in exploring the impact of the views on the Garden of Eden 
through history on the present day creation debate.  I am convinced that the image to the 
right is not reflective of the Biblical representation of Eden and would argue that our 
images of Eden are tainted by western ideas of an ideal ecology. 

But painting a picture of what Eden physically may have looked like is not my interest 
right now.  What is most important, is establishing a solid foundation for interpreting 
Genesis 1 and 2 in the context of the whole Bible.   In particular, I believe an approach to 
developing a proper biblical worldview based on a Biblical theology point of view can be 
very helpful for setting the stage to understanding most of the questions with with the 
evangelical church has been wresting (age of the earth, historicity of Adam, effects of sin 
on creation etc..).    One theologian whose writing has been especially helpful to me in 
the past two years is Dr.  G. K. Beale who is a faculty member at Westminster Theological 
Seminary in Philadelphia after many years at Wheaton College.  Beale stands in the 
tradition of the likes of Gerdhouse Vos and Meridith Kline and has written books on 
Revelation and a response to Enns take on the doctrine of inspiration. Currently, I am 
working through his most recent tomb, A New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding 
of the Old Testament in the New, but I am interested here in his writings about the temple 
motif in the Scriptures. 

“The Temple and the Church’s Mission” by G.K. Beale. 2004. 

Beale, and others, present a convincing case that in order to understand the imagery of 
the Garden of Eden, and the meaning then of the Garden of Eden and of Adams position 
in it, one has to understand the significance of the temple and temple imagery found 
throughout the Bible (ie. from Genesis through Revelation).  In his book “The Temple and 
the Church’s Mission: A Biblical Theology of the Dwelling Place of God”, Beale traces the 
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language and imagery of the Temple from Eden to the Tabernacle to the Temple and 
eventually to the new heavens and the new earth. 

I am not going to spend time explaining how the Garden of Eden and the 
Tabernacle/Temple are connected right here but rather just give my highest 
recommendation to reading at least one of the articles linked below.   The book is a bit 
dense but provides the most detailed defense of his how the temple represents all of 
creation.  I understand that reading a book may be too much so for a concise overview I 
highly recommend his article in JETS from 2005 which which is a summary of his book. 

Links to Beale’s articles on the Garden of Eden and the Temple:  

http://www.kerux.com/documents/keruxV18N2A1.htm  This is an article in Kerux 
from 2002 entitled “Garden Temple” which came out before his book and is very helpful 
but if  you only have time to read one article then please take a look at this one entitled 
“Eden, the temple and the church’s mission in the new 
creation.”  http://www.etsjets.org/files/JETS-aPDFs/48/48-1/48-1-pp005-031_JETS.pdf  JETS. 
March 2005 48(1): pp 5-31. 

A Foundation for Understanding Creation: 

The articles above do not address the physical creation of the cosmos or earth, nor do 
they deal with hot topics like the historicity of Adam.  However, I believe that any 
Christian, whether they believe in an old or young earth can benefit from a better 
understanding of how the Biblical authors thought about the world as a God’s 
temple.   Once one makes the connection of the Garden of Eden to God’s temple and the 
earthly temples that represented his temple the purpose behind the descriptions of the 
Garden of Eden suddenly become more obvious.  Why the various rivers mention, why 
are different physical resources in Eden mentioned? why is the inner garden different 
than Eden itself and what could the geographical area outside of Eden be like. All of a 
sudden the temple motif allows much more than speculation about these features. 
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EDEN, the garden was in Eden, but was not all of Eden. Eden was a “county” and the 
Garden was a “city” within the “county.” 

Gen. 2:8 ¶ The LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He 
placed the man whom He had formed. 

Gen. 2:10 Now a river flowed out of Eden to water the garden; and from there it divided 
and became four rivers. 

Gen. 2:15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to 
cultivate it and keep it. 

Gen. 3:23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate 

the ground from which he was taken. 24 So He drove the man out; and at the east of the 
garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every 
direction to guard the way to the tree of life. 

Adam and Eve, longed to be in the Garden. Their mission did not change even though 
the location from which the mission would originate did. 

Gen. 4:16 ¶ Then Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and settled in the land 
of Nod, east of Eden. 

Isa. 51:3 Indeed, the LORD will comfort Zion; He will comfort all her waste places. And 
her wilderness He will make like Eden, And her desert like the garden of the LORD; Joy 
and gladness will be found in her, Thanksgiving and sound of a melody. 

God will restore the fallen world back to Eden. 

Ezek. 28:13 "You were in Eden, the garden of God; Every precious stone was your 
covering: The ruby, the topaz and the diamond; The beryl, the onyx and the jasper; The 
lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald; And the gold, the workmanship of your 
settings and sockets, Was in you. On the day that you were created They were prepared. 

 Ezek. 31:9 'I made it beautiful with the multitude of its branches, And all the trees of 
Eden, which were in the garden of God, were jealous of it. 

Ezek. 31:16 "I made the nations quake at the sound of its fall when I made it go down to 
Sheol with those who go down to the pit; and all the well-watered trees of Eden, the 
choicest and best of Lebanon, were comforted in the earth beneath. 

Ezek. 31:18 "To which among the trees of Eden are you thus equal in glory and 

greatness? Yet you will be brought down with the trees of Eden to the earth beneath; you 
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will lie in the midst of the uncircumcised, with those who were slain by the sword. So is 
Pharaoh and all his hordes!'" declares the Lord GOD." 

Ezek. 36:35 "They will say, 'This desolate land has become like the garden of Eden; and 
the waste, desolate and ruined cities are fortified and inhabited.' 

Joel 2:3 A fire consumes before them And behind them a flame burns. The land is like 
the garden of Eden before them But a desolate wilderness behind them, And nothing 
at all escapes them. 
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