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LUTHER?
•Martin Luther was the right 

person at the right time in the 

right place.

•God chose to use Luther to first 

reform and then protest the 

church as it existed at that time.

 

LUTHER?
•Although there had been 

significant earlier attempts to 

reform the Roman Catholic 

Church before Luther – such 

as those of Jan Hus, Peter 

Waldo, and John Wycliffe –

 

LUTHER?
•Martin Luther is widely 

acknowledged to have 

started the Reformation with 

his 1517 work The Ninety-

Five Theses.
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•What was the Protestant 

Reformation?

–A religious movement that began in 

the 16th century wanting to reform

the church.

 

•State the 4 abuses of the 

church.

1. Luxurious lifestyle.

2. Nepotism – the appointment of 

relatives to church positions.

3. Simony – the selling of appointments 

to church offices.

4. Indulgences – pardons of sins in 

exchange for a contribution.
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• What factors led to peoples 

resentment of the church?

1. Claim of supremacy over civil authority.

2. Church wealth and tax-exempt status.

3. One of the largest landowners.

4. Church taxes.

5. Latin the official language of the 

church.

6. Absolute authority of the pope.
 

Causes of the Reformation
Social Political Economic Religious

•The 

Renaissance 

values of 

humanism and 

secularism led 

people to 

question the 

Church.

•The printing 

press helped to 

spread ideas 

critical of the 

Church.

•Powerful 

monarchs 

challenged the 

Church as the 

supreme 

power in 

Europe.

•Many leaders 

viewed the 

pope as a 

foreign ruler 

and challenged 

his authority.

•European 

princes and 

kings were 

jealous of the 

Church’s 

wealth.

•Merchants 

and others 

resented

having to pay 

taxes to the 

Church.

•Some Church 

leaders had 

become 

worldly and 

corrupt.

•Many people 

found Church 

practices such 

as the sale of 

indulgences 

unacceptable.
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•These five statements define 

evangelical theology. 

•These five statements do not 

make one Reformed. 

•The five statements came out 

of the Reformation, but . . . 

 

•. . . the Reformation is not 

synonymous with Reformed 

Theology.

•Reformed Theology holds to 

the Five Points of John 

Calvin [T.U.L.I.P.].

 



World Religions and the History of Christianity: Martin Luther / Lutheranism 

 

 

162 

 



World Religions and the History of Christianity: Martin Luther / Lutheranism 

 

 

163 

5 POINTS OF 

ARMINIANISM

5 POINTS OF 

CALVINISM

Free Will Total Depravity

Conditional Election Unconditional 

Election

Universal Atonement Limited Atonement

Resistible Grace Irresistible Grace

Perseverance of 

Some Saints

Perseverance of All 

Saints
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REMONSTRANCE 

/ DORT
• The Remonstrance of 1610 detailed five 

points of disagreement with Calvinist 

theology.

• The Synod of Dort convened in 1618 to 

respond, condemning the “Arminians” 

and detailing their own five points.

  

 

 

• Bad people 

• Already elected 

• Completely atoned for 

• Overwhelmingly called 

• Never falling away 

•In addition, Reformed 

Theology is [for the most 

part] covenant in their view 

of the End times and how 

they see the symbiotic 

relationship between the 

Nation of Israel and the New 

Testament Church.  
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ORDER
•The doctrine that the Bible 

alone is the ultimate 

authority was the "Formal 

Principle" of the 

Reformation.

 

Causes and Effects of the Protestant 

Reformation

Immediate Effects Long-Term Effects

Peasants’ Revolt Religious wars in Europe

Founding of Lutheran,

Calvinist, Anglican, 

Presbyterian, etc.

Catholic Reformation

Weakening of Holy Roman 

Empire

Strengthening of the 

Inquisition

Luther calls for Jews to be 

expelled from Christian lands

Jewish migration to Eastern 

Europe

Increased anti-Semitism
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