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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 7 | LESSON 13 

Letters – The Promise Explained Through the KING’S Church [Winter/Spring 2021] 

 

God is a PROMISE Completing God 
 

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and 

Sacrificial and Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, 

and is 4) RESTORING them to the PROMISE LAND of a unified Heaven and Earth where He reigns and 

abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY. 
 

 

“Be On Guard For Yourselves And For All The Flock” 
[Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey] 

Acts 20:17-38 
28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the 

church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among 

you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the 

disciples after them. 31 "Therefore be on the alert . . .  

 

THE EMPHASIS: 

 

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .  

 

FIRST 

Paul continues the Mission of making and gathering disciples into geographically defined assembles in 

fulfilling God’s Vision. The Kingdom of God spreads through the Word of God. The Mission and Vision 

of God is ever expanding until the earth is filled with a knowledge of God’s glory as the waters cover 

the sea (Isa. 11:9). This is traceable from Genesis 1, through Isaiah 11 and culminating in Revelation 21 

and 22.  

 

SECOND 

Yet, this advancement is not without difficulty and danger. The gospel is always under assault. The Seed 

of the Woman is always under attack by the Seed of the Serpent. The Good News is, “Jesus won, is 

winning, and will win.” JESUS has been given the AUTHORITY to do exactly what GOD PROMISED would be 

DONE! 

 

Our next unit of study takes us through the remaining Letters as they occur during and after Paul’s 3rd 

Missionary Journey. Each New Testament Letter speaks to the struggle within the Mission and the 

Victory of God. 
 

In this Lesson, our primary focus is on Paul’s use of SCRIPTURE and how it is the object that His people, 

His church uses to expand and proclaim God to the Nations. 
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THE HEAD - To Know the gospel and how God uses His Church to speak His Word to the 

Nations. 

Q – Can you explain the gospel to someone who would like to know? 

 

 

 

 

THE HEART - To Choose to believe the Bible is the very Word from God for the Nations. 

 Q – What are some ways you can increase in your knowledge of the Word of God? 

 

 

 

 

THE HAND - To Pray for the Holy Spirit to teach you His Word so that you can share it 

openly with others. 

Q – What are some creative ways of making God’s Word known? What are some ways to 

get the Word of God out into your neighborhood and your world? 

 

 

 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 
 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 
 

Notice the emphasis on THE WORD spreading / growing / increasing. 
 

• Acts 1-7 

• The Church in Jerusalem 

• Acts 6:7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in 

Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

• Acts 8-12 

• The Church in Judea/Samaria 

• Acts 12:24 But the word of God grew and multiplied. 

• Acts 13-28 

• The Church in the Uttermost Parts 

• Acts 13:49 And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region. 

• Acts 19:20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed. 
 

• Chapter 18 

• Apollos, Priscilla and Aquila (vv. 24-28) 

• Chapter 19 

• The Sons of Sceva (vv. 11-20) 

• Demetrius, a Silversmith (vv. 21-41) 

• Chapter 20 

• Eutychus (vv. 7-12) 

• The Ephesian Elders (vv. 17-38) 

• Chapter 21 - Jerusalem 

Them / Then 



 

3 

 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 
 

The promises of God are ever expanding until they cover the earth as the waters cover the sea (Isa. 11:9; 

Hab. 2:14). 

 

In our structure, notice the occurrence of the Word as it exists in the forward movement of God’s Mission 

and the fulfillment of God’s Vision. 

 

THE STRUCTURE: 
 

1. The Word from God is called Scripture 

 Acta 18:24 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an 

eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. 

 Acts 18:28 for he [Apollos] powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that 

the Christ was Jesus. 

 

2. Paul taught the Word of God 

 Acts 18:11 And he [Paul] stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 

 Acts 19:10 This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the 

Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 

 Acts 19:20 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily. 

 Acts 20:32 And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build 

you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

 

3. Paul Spoke Boldly about Jesus 

 Acts 18:26 He [Apollos] began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila 

heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately. 

 Acts 19:8 And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, reasoning and 

persuading them about the kingdom of God. 

 Acts 19:13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord 

Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 

 Acts 20:25 And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about 

proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 

 

4. Paul Reasoned from the Scripture with others about Jesus 

 Acts 19:8 And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, reasoning and 

persuading them about the kingdom of God. 

 Acts 19:9 But when some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the Way 

before the congregation, he withdrew from them and took the disciples with him, reasoning daily 

in the hall of Tyrannus 

 Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul 

talked with them, intending to depart on the next day, and he prolonged his speech until 

midnight. 
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 Acts 20:9 And a young man named Eutychus, sitting at the window, sank into a deep sleep as Paul 

talked still longer. And being overcome by sleep, he fell down from the third story and was taken 

up dead. 

 Acts 20:25 And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about 

proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 

 

5. Paul talked about Jesus to all who would listen 

 Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul 

talked with them, intending to depart on the next day, and he prolonged his speech until 

midnight. 

 

The Word of God is used to protect the people of God against the enemies of God. 

 

 
 

 

BIG PICTURE (Are any or all of the following concepts present?  How so?) 

 

 Land – Garden 

 

The Word is God’s means of “tilling the soil”. 
 

 Seed – JESUS  
 

We have only one message and it is JESUS. 
 

 Blessing – Global 

 

It is through the Word of God; the blessing of God becomes known. Know the Word and teach, preach, 

and talk the Word. The Word of God is used to protect the people of God against the enemies of God. 

 

 

 

VISUALS | CRAFTS 

 

1. Have a bag of only one type of candy. Start slipping in small rocks to replace the candy. By the 

end, the bag is nothing but rocks. This is what happens if we do not protect the purity of the 

gospel. 

2. Have a bowl of treats. Have the first child take a treat and then pass it to the next child. Do this 

until the last child receives the treat. This is how we are to share the gospel. What happens if we 

do not pass the treats to the next child? This is why it is important to keep passing the treat bag 

forward. 

Gospel 
[If applicable, how does this New Testament use this passage?] 

Us / Now 
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3. “Painting” with food coloring and watching it spread. Connecting the droplets and watching it 

cover the entire surface like projected in Isaiah 11:9. 

4. “Plant” a seed into a cup of dirt and through UNIT 7 watch it grow. 

5. Line up dominoes and push the first one over and watch the row topple. 

6. Stick a line of wooden matches in play-doh, light the first one and watch the line catch fire. 

 

MEMORY VERSE:   

 

Acts 20:28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 

 

End the class by reviewing and presenting the GOSPEL. 

 

APPLICATION (US/NOW): (If you find no application, that is perfectly fine ) 

 

1. We are to be strong in the Word of God (Acts 18:24). 

2. We are to see how Scripture teaches a single Story with Jesus at the center (Acts 18:28). 

3. We are to teach the Word as a word of grace (Acts 20:32). 

4. We are to be bold in our use of the Word (Acts 18:26). 

5. We are to handle the Word as a logical and reasonable Word (Acts 19:8). 

6. Know what God’s Vision is. 

7. Know what God’s Mission is. 

8. Know how God uses His Word to achieve His end. 

9. Do you know the Word of God? Are you familiar with it and can you find it in the various Bible 

stories?  

 

ADULT QUESTIONS 
 

1. Use the above questions for adults. 

2. Why is there this continued emphasis on the Word of God? 

3. What are the implications of this in our own lives? 

4. How might this emphasis shape how we do church, what kind of church we attend, and how we 

invest our time and money in various ministries and missions? 

 

RESOURCES: (Articles or links that you found helpful) 

 


