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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 7 | LESSON 22a 

Letters – The Promise Explained Through the KING’S Church [Winter/Spring 2021] 

 

God is a PROMISE Completing God 
 

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and 

Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and 

is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and 

abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY. 

 

“[Jesus] is the Radiance of the Glory of God” 

Hebrews 1:2, 3 
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom 

also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 

upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty on high, 

 

THE EMPHASIS: 

 

“The central theme of Hebrews is that Jesus Christ has perfected, and in that sense rendered obsolete, 

the Levitical institutions of the OT. He writes it to warn readers not to turn back to Judaism and to 

encourage them to stay true to faith in Jesus Christ.”1 

 

“The writer of the book of Hebrews aims to convince his Jewish audience of one paramount truth: 

Jesus is better. He is better than the angels. He’s better than the prophets. He’s better than Moses. His 

priesthood is better than Aaron’s. His new covenant is better than the old covenant they could never 

fulfill. His blood is better than the blood of bulls and goats. In every way and at every turn, Jesus is 

better.”2 

 

Jesus Christ is greater than any angel, priest, or old covenant practice. Christians must not forsake the 

great salvation that Jesus has brought about. They must hold on by faith to the true rest found in Christ, 

and they must encourage others in the church to do the same.”3 

 

“Hebrews has two primary purposes: (1) to encourage Christians to endure, and (2) to warn them not to 

abandon their faith in Christ. These warning passages appear throughout the book (2:1–4; 3:7–4:13; 

5:11–6:12; 10:19–39; 12:1–29). The author encourages faithfulness, love, and sound doctrine. He does 

so by carefully teaching the OT in light of God’s revelation in Jesus Christ. Ultimately, the author’s words 

of encouragement and exhortation are rooted in his teaching about Jesus Christ. The Son of God 

became the heavenly high priest, who offered himself as a sacrifice once for all. Christ obtained salvation 

for all who approach him in faith (6:1; 11:6; compare 4:2), and such faith perseveres until it receives the 

promised eternal reward (6:12; 10:22, 38–39).”4 
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Because of who Jesus is, His people are driven to be who they are. 
 

“The book is founded on one essential message: Listen to Jesus! Some believers were feeling pressure 

to give up on the Messiah and turn back toward the old covenant. Hebrews reminds them that Jesus the 

King, through whom the world was created, is also the consummate High Priest in the heavenly places, 

who has initiated a new and better covenant with concrete consequences on earth. He is the ultimate 

sacrifice for sin, and he is the ultimate intercessor for us in our daily lives. We should look nowhere else 

for salvation but entrust ourselves to Christ, living in obedience to him until he brings us into the 

transformed and renewed city of God. There we will find an eternal Sabbath rest, which is not the 

cessation of work, but the perfection of the cycle of work and rest intended by God in the seven days of 

creation.” 

 

 

 

THE HEAD - To Know why Jesus is better than all of the previous shadows or types. 

Q – What are some ways the OT points to Jesus? 

 

 

 

THE HEART - To Choose Jesus over everything created. 

Q – What are some examples in the Bible where individuals chose Jesus over everything 

else? 

 

 

THE HAND - To Pray the Holy Spirit will cause you to cherish Jesus above all else. 

Q – What are some ways we can cherish Jesus over everything else? 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 

 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 

 

Note the Structure of the Book Slide, “Jesus is Better” page 4. 

 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 
 

“Written by an unknown author in the late-60s AD, thirty years after the death and resurrection of Christ, 

Hebrews provides a sharp contrast between the rituals and religions of men and the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. The letter’s original audience probably included highly religious, first-century Jews who, instead 

of following Jesus completely, attempted to incorporate Jesus into their existing Jewish faith and 

practice.”5 
 

THE STRUCTURE: 

 

THE CHARTS provided in the slides emphasize the superiority of Jesus over all shadows. He is the 

fulfillment of all shadows and types. 

 

Them / Then 
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The following outline shows the primary intent of the Letter; Jesus is Better. The Greek word, kreitton 

[stronger, better, nobler], occurs in 17 references in the NT. Twelve are in Hebrews. Twice used by Peter 

in 1 and 2 Peter and three times by Paul in Corinthians.  

 

“The term “better” is used thirteen times [in 12 references] in the book. Also, Childs is correct when he 

writes, “The canonical significance of the interchange between doctrinal and [exhortation] sections is in 

reminding the reader that the Christological discussions of the letter have an immediate effect on the 

believer” (The New Testament as Canon, p. 416).” 

 

 Prologue: The Superiority of God’s New Revelation (1:1–4) 

 The Superiority of Christ to Leading Figures under the Old Covenant (1:5—7:28)  

o Christ Is Superior to the Angels (1:5—2:18)  

1. Scriptural proof of his superiority (1:5–14) 

2. Exhortation not to ignore the revelation of God in his Son (2:1–4) 

3. Jesus was made a little lower than the angels (2:5–9) 

4. Having been made like us, Jesus was enabled to save us (2:10–18) 

o Christ Is Superior to Moses (3:1—4:13)  

1. Demonstration of Christ’s superiority (3:1–6) 

2. Exhortation to enter salvation-rest (3:7—4:13) 

o Christ Is Superior to the Aaronic Priests (4:14—7:28)  

1. Jesus is the great high priest (4:14–16) 

2. Qualifications of a priest (5:1–10) 

3. Exhortation to press on toward maturity (5:11—6:12) 

4. The certainty of God’s promise (6:13–20) 

5. Christ’s superior priestly order (ch. 7) 

 The Superior Sacrificial Work of Our High Priest (8:1—10:18)  

o A New Sanctuary and a New Covenant (ch. 8) 

o The Old Sanctuary (9:1–10) 

o The Better Sacrifice (9:11—10:18) 

 

[Because of who He is, here is what “we” do – persevere: HOLD FAST TO CHRIST!] 

 

 Heb. 6: 17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the 

unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable 

things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong 

encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us. 19 This hope we have as an anchor of 

the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, 20 where Jesus 

has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order 

of Melchizedek. 

 

 A Call to Follow Jesus Faithfully and with Perseverance (10:19—12:29)  

o Having Confidence to Enter the Sanctuary (10:19–25) 

o A Warning against Persistence in Sin (10:26–31) 

o C. Persevering in Faith under Pressure (10:32—12:3)  

1. As in the past, so in the future (10:32–39) 
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2. Faith and its many outstanding examples (ch. 11) 

3. Jesus, the supreme example (12:1–3) 

o Encouragement to Persevere in the Face of Hardship (12:4–13) 

o Exhortation to Holy Living (12:14–17) 

o Crowning Motivation and Warning (12:18–29) 

 Conclusion (ch. 13)  

o Rules for Christian Living (13:1–17) 

o Request for Prayer (13:18–19) 

o Benediction (13:20–21) 

o Personal Remarks (13:22–23) 

o Greetings and Final Benediction (13:24–25) 

 

Notice the following slide and use this as the content of this opening lesson.6 
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BIG PICTURE (Are any or all of the following concepts present?  How so?) 

 

 Land – Garden 

 

Jesus is the Land Rest (Heb. 4:1-11). 

 

 Seed – JESUS  

 

Jesus is the Seed Promise (Heb. 2:16; 11:11, 18). 

 

 Blessing – Global 

 

Jesus is the Universal Blessing (Cp. Heb. 6:14 w/ Gen. 12:1-3) 

 

 

 

VISUALS | CRAFTS 
 

1. Show food items and show why one is ‘BETTER’ than the other. Compare the difference between a 

“rock” and an Oreo cookie. The Oreo is BETTER ;-) 

2. Show a “play” hammer and then show a “real” hammer. The one is “better” than the other for 

pounding real nails. 

3. Get popsicle sticks or construction paper and print out or write on the areas where Jesus is better 

[i.e. angels, priests, sacrifices, etc.]. make two of each, then flip them over and have the kids play 

the memory game of matching the items. 

 

MEMORY VERSE:   

 

Hebrews 1:2-3 
 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom 

also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 

upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty on high, 

 

Gospel 
[If applicable, how does this New Testament use this passage?] 

Us / Now 
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APPLICATION (US/NOW): (If you find no application, that is perfectly fine ) 

 

1. Why is Jesus better? 

2. What are “things” we put in place of Jesus? 

 

RESOURCES: (Articles or links that you found helpful) 

 

1 https://quizlet.com/22438309/new-testament-chapter-22-flash-cards/  
2 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/jesus-is-better/  
3 https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/introduction-to-hebrews/  
4 https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/introduction-to-hebrews/ 
5 https://thestory.church/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Jesus-is-Better-A-Study-of-Hebrews.pdf  
6 https://visualunit.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/heb_covenants.jpg  

                                                           


