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Letters – The Promise Explained Through the KING’S Church [Winter/Spring 2021] 

 

God is a PROMISE Completing God 
 

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and 

Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and 

is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and 

abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY. 

 

“Contend for the Faith” 

Jude 
3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write 

appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. 

 

THE EMPHASIS: 

 

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .  

 

“Jude’s purpose in his letter was twofold (vv. 3, 4): 1) he wanted to expose the false teachers that had 

infiltrated the Christian community, and 2) he wanted to encourage Christians to stand firm in the faith 

and fight for the truth.”1 

 

 As a call for the church to contend for the faith, Jude gives a stark warning against false 

teaching and demonstrates God’s divine justice against evil (vv. 3, 4).    

 

 “Jude warns against following false teachers who have infiltrated the church and are distorting 

the one true faith. Jude calls the church to defend the truth aggressively against such false 

teaching. The church must defend the one true faith (v. 3). Believers must be faithful to the end 

by resisting false teachers and following the truth.”2 

 

 

 

 

THE HEAD - To Know the truth so that you can identify the error. 

Q – What are ways you can increase your understanding of God’s truth found in the Bible?  

 

 

 

THE HEART - To Choose the truth above error. 

Q – What active decisions can you make on a regular basis to choose the truth above 

falsehood? 

 

 

THE HAND - To Pray we would hold fast to Christ even as He is being attacked. 

Q – What are ways the truth is attacked by error in sports, in politics, in the media, and 

in education? 
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THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 
 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 

 

1. From the opening of the letter (1-4), Jude charges the church to contend for the faith (v. 3) 

against false teaching that has arisen from within (v. 4).  Jude sees the false teachers perverting 

grace and using it as a license for immorality which denies Jesus (v. 4).   

2. To demonstrate the seriousness of this offense, Jude employs numerous examples of YHWH 

dealing with rebellion in the Hebrew Scriptures (5-19).  These examples all show humanity 

rejecting the authority of YHWH and pursuing their own self interests.  They display that 

humanity’s propensity toward selfishness has been present from the very beginning of time.   

3. With these ancient examples, Jude’s line of argumentation eventually leads to the current 

apostles’ warning of those who are scoffers and follow their ungodly desires (17-19).   

4. To close his letter, Jude gives a few quick keys on contending for the faith (20-21).3   

 

 “Jude’s edgy brevity communicates the urgency of his notion that false teachers needed 

to be condemned and removed from the church. Few words meant that Jude would 

not waste space dancing around the issue. He saw within the church people and 

practices that were worthy of condemnation, including rejecting authority and seeking 

to please themselves. In response to these errors, Jude marshaled much biblical imagery 

to make clear what he thought of it all—anything from Cain killing his brother Abel to 

the punishment of the sinful people who populated Sodom and Gomorrah (Jude 1:7, 

11).”4 

 

The following outline is from https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-jude/  

 

 Greetings (1–2) 

 Occasion for the Letter (3–4)  

o The Change of Subject (3) 

o The Reason for the Change: The Presence of Godless Apostates (4) 

 Warning against the False Teachers (5–16)  

o Historical Examples of the Judgment of Apostates (5–7)  

1. Unbelieving Israel (5) 

2. Angels who fell (6) 

3. Sodom and Gomorrah (7) 

o Description of the Apostates of Jude’s Day (8–16)  

1. Their slanderous speech deplored (8–13) 

2. Their destruction prophesied (14–16) 

 Exhortation to Believers (17–23) 

Them / Then 
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 Concluding Doxology (24–25) 

 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 
 

“The book was written by Jude, the brother of James and Jesus (see Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3, where “Judas” 

is the same in Greek as “Jude”). Jude was probably written in the mid-60s a.d. Considering the letter’s 

apparent Jewish perspective, Jude’s audience was probably Jewish Christians, or a mixture of Jewish 

and Gentile readers where the Gentiles were familiar with Jewish traditions. 

Since Jude addresses a situation similar to the one addressed by 2 Peter and exhibits a literary 

relationship to Ch. 2 of that letter (Jude may have been a source for 2 Peter), the two letters are 

commonly dated in fairly close proximity, even though evidence for the date of writing within the book 

of Jude is sparse.”5 

 

THE STRUCTURE:  

 

Focus on verses 8-16 above concerning the apostate. 

 

o Description of the Apostates of Jude’s Day (8–16)  

1. Their conduct described (8–10) 

A. They defile the flesh 

B. They reject authority 

C. They revile angelic majesties 

 Examples of this (vv. 9-13) 

2. Their destruction foretold (14–16) 

 

The Day of Destruction is coming for all the ungodly.  
 

 
 

 

BIG PICTURE (Are any or all of the following concepts present?  How so?) 

 

 Land – Garden 

 

God is securing for Himself the Land Promised by clearing it of the ungodly. 

 

 Seed – JESUS  
 

Jesus Christ is God’s means of clearing the Promised Land to be occupied by His people. 

 

Gospel 
[If applicable, how does this New Testament use this passage?] 
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 Blessing – Global 

 

Only those who know Him will enter into His rest. 

 

 

 

VISUALS | CRAFTS 
 

1. A box of chocolates versus Boxing gloves. Which one is more attractive? Which one would you 

rather have? The church must have both. 

2. Make Dixie cups of cement [or some kind of powder that hardens] and place a stone in the 

cement and let it set. Write on the cement verse 3 or put verse on label and attach to cup. Talk 

about you being the stone set in the cement [faith in Christ]. They can take the cup home next 

week. 

 

MEMORY VERSE:   

 
3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary 

to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. 

 

APPLICATION (US/NOW): (If you find no application, that is perfectly fine ) 

 

“At the beginning and the end of the letter, Jude calls his recipients to contend for the faith.  Jude tells 

them that he was eager to write about “the salvation we share” (3), but seems to have changed his 

message.  Instead, Jude urges his recipients to contend for the faith.  It seems that individuals have 

slipped into the church and are perverting the grace of God by promoting immorality (4).  The central 

portion of the letter ensures the church that these individuals will be judged for their rebellion (5-16), 

but the church needs to be wary.  Followers of Jesus need to contend for the faith by resisting the false 

teachers’ schemes to divide the church.”6 

 

1. Standing for what is right is hard. 

2. Standing against what is wrong is equally hard. 

Standing fast in Christ does not always mean everything will work out in the horizontal. Sometimes 

standing fast in Christ can mean loss, hardship, and even death. Yet, the gospel is worth standing fast in 

Christ. 

3. Do you know the gospel? 

4. Can you explain the gospel? 

5. Explain to someone in your class the gospel. 

  

Us / Now 
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RESOURCES: (Articles or links that you found helpful) 

 

1 https://www.insight.org/resources/bible/the-general-epistles/jude 
2 https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/introduction-to-jude/  
3 An Overview of Jude, Jacob Michalski, July 25, 2020. 
4 https://www.insight.org/resources/bible/the-general-epistles/jude  
5 https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/introduction-to-jude/  
6 An Overview of Jude, Jacob Michalski, July 25, 2020. 

                                                           


